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Expert: Privacy law likely not violated

By not naming youths’ names, school board apparently stayed within legal limits

B J0im C. ATERSON

SPRINGFIELD — Confiden-
tial school records tracki
academic performance a
attendance of the seven former
students kicked out of Decatur
schools for fighting at a foot-
ball game can only be released
to the public if their parents

agree
But by providing attendance
formation on the students as

& group — pointing out that

some had repeated gra

withoul ever pers identi-

fying the individual students —

Decatur school officials appear

boundaries of the law
“That’s the key thing, the
personally mem.mng them,”

said Gary Kerr, a Springfield
lawyer who spaclalizes in

s, with
specific exceptions, any release
of student information that is
Derwmll]\- identifiable.
Some of the exceptions
include:
® Transferring records to
other school officials when a
student moves.
= Providing records to police
during an investigation
= If ordered to release infor
mation by a judge and parents
are notified
= In case of an emergency
and the information will pro-
tect the health and safety of

others
Violating this law is a petty
offense, carries no jail time
and a maximum fine of $500.
However, someone who violates
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CENTER OF THE SITUATION: Torrence Jarrett, left, Gregory Howell, Courtney Garson, Errol Bond and Shawn Honorable, five of the seven e
dents expelled by the Decatur school board, waich activities at Eisenhower High School from the far side of 16th Street on Monday. The stu-
dents lost their anonymity on Tuesday when attorneys for the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition filed a lawsuit in U.S. District Court in Urbana.

VIDEO:
Expert cites

and the Harvard people saw it
the other way," Vitoux said

Vitoux said studies have
shown that actions and sym-
bols that are perceived as non-
violent and comforting by
some can be interpreied as
violent and threatening to oth
ers. A study done during the
Vietnam war found thal both
African-Americans and whites
saw burning a draft card as a
violent act. Being frisked by a

was

y whites
and violent by \Inun Ameri

While having dozens of
police officers outside
MacArthur High School on
Wednesday made some
MacArthur students feel safe,
sophomore Sharena Harper
said she felt une; “because
there aren't any black cops out
there."

Lorena Johnson, a Spring-
field-based diversity educator,
said any time there’s an inci-
dent like the one in Decatur,
where a group of African-
American students fight and
are subsequently given a
lengthy expulsion by a predom
white school boart

event is perceived because of

the historical mistreatment of

Alrican-Americans in the Unit-
Stat

She pointed to the Rodney

the law may be liable for damages in civil court, where
awards can be dramatically more than the criminal fines.

Information sbout faveniles involved in crimes is also
severely limited by w. The philosophy behind these
i fiat b0 are not !\‘cpnm!b]e for their actions
and should have the opportunity to be rehabilitated before
publicly brandished as a & criminal.

“As a general rule we don't release information about
minors,” said Dave Sanders, a spokesman for the llinois
State Police. In Illinois, minors are children who are age 16
younger. Once people turn 17, they are considered adults

Criminal court records, for the most part, are only avail-
able for people age 17 and older. Access to juvenile criminal
records is limited to those convicted of the most violent
crimes.

Betsy Clarke, juvenile justice counsel for the Cook County
Public Defender’s Office, said there is “still definitely confi-
dentiality” for juvenile records. By law, the public is entitl
to know the name, ss and crime committed by children
as young as 13 if the crime was murder, attempted murder,
rape, involved gang activity, guns or repeated drug convic-
tions.

Clarke said the exemptions are very specific. She also
noted that there are several crimes, suc! murder, for
which juveniles automatically will be tried and treated as
adults

The ages vary depending on the crime, Clarke said

Overall, she said, the :nrmdmlmlu\. of juvenile records is

one of the more respected laws in Tllinois. “There are leaks
here and there, but I've always been impressed with the
journalists, the courts and the police. They have all been
responsible about keeping things confidential *

‘But throughout the nation, laws are being loosened to
allow sharing of juvenile court records and greater public
s. The National Conference of State Legislatures
reports that since 1993, 35 states have passed laws allowing

y A Wisconsin provision goes so far as
to require schools be notified when a child charged with a
crime is found innocent.

Other examples from the National Conference of State

g

= In Geargia, the public has access to all ,uwmu henrmga
when a felony is alleged. All juvenile court recos
maintained and can be used by prosecutors for uxgmg
stricter criminal sentences in subsequent cases.

= Oklahoma does away with the confidentiality of arrest
and court records of juveniles arrested for acts that would
be considered felonies if they were adults.

®In Utah, court records for children as young as 14 can be
inspected following a wrilten request. And unless a court
order closes a hearing, court proceedings involving charges
against a child age 14 or older are open to the public

® West Virginia similarly makes public the identity of
juveniles convicted of violent crimes or felonies.
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FRIENDS IN HIGH PLACES: The Rev. Jesse Jackson,
right, hugs Terrence Jarrett. ane of the expelled stu-
dents, at the start of the rally Sunday, north of
Eisenhower High School.

King case, where a group of
white police officers brutally
beat King, an African-Ameri
can, as an example of that.
“When black people saw that
tape, they didn't see a man
being abused by police offi-
cers,” she said. “They saw a
continuation of a historical
experience of a group of peo-
lo.”

Vitoux said he hopes that
society is progressing, albeit
slowly, toward a better under
standing of one another thal
will lead to perceptions of the
world that are more similar

“The good news in all this is
that all the lenses we use and
all the distortions have been
made up by us humans,
Vitoux said. “When we decide
we want to change them, we
can. It can happen in a heart
beat or over a number of
vears. Think of where women
are today relative to 1960.”

JACKSON: Says Gov. Ryan ‘disappointed’ by inaction

Continued from A1
of illegally releasing information on the
students’ background to the media. He
again called for the seven students’ cases
10 be considered individually and said he
would ask Illinols Attorney General Jim
Ryan to look into the matter.

Jackson said McGee was rebuffed
Wednesday in a meeting with Goetter
when he proposed forming a panel of
state and local personnel to review the
students’ readiness to return to normal
classes. McGee would chair the group.

Jackson said he talked with Gov.
George H. Ryan Wednesday evening, and
Ryan “was a bit disappointed” that
McGee was not successful in his contin-
ued effort to craft a compromise.

But Goetter said the school board did
not reject a list of 10 additional requests
the state superintendent presented o

Wednesday. She said the list was a com
bination of items Jackson had requested
and McGee had suggested

“It was afternoon when I got the list,”
Goetter said. “With all the things that
have gnlvz on this week, 1 didn't feel 1
could call another special board meeting
\v\edrkﬁd.dv night. 1 offered m \ee it ne
could hold such a meeting e
ek, | did not rebull thel request. |
intend to share the list with the other
board members. We haven't closed the
door™

This week, with a special meeting
Monday, a regular meeting Tuesday and
activities involving the continued dispute
{aking up much of the wock, board mem-
bers and administrators are exhausted,
Goetter said

“These are such important decisions,
we need o be at our best when we make
them,” she said. “I will ask the superin-
tendent’s secretary next week to deter-
mine what days we could all meet. We
rmd_ull the board present for

Jackson said the school board should
have offered the students an nllEr!\Bllv:
education option before expe
bt did not do s0. Both Metee and the
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ON THE 60: The Hev. Jesse Jackson addresses members of the media at a news

conference on Thursday. Jackson left D
for a rally and march on Sunday.

governor have said the -

ecatur Thursday, but said he will return

tion option is required before an upulr
sion, he said.

McGee said he wants to meet with the
entire Decatur school rd because *it
would probably help me to understand
their thinking more. I would hope they
would listen to my Lhnugh 5.

While not detailing his proposals,
Bickion S0k motoe Wk eneive etidn
by the Decatur school board and some
would be accomplished by the state.

Whther the local school board goes
ahead with what I'm requesting, I
pllllnllslﬂn Foing forth wih some things

tuuvu would include
nnmming statistics on suspensions and
expulsions with an eye toward seeing if
there is an imbalance toward minrity
students.

McGee said expelling a student is a

st'rlmﬁ
The options available for ntuder\u

Bl expelling them are wide-ranging.”
he said. “One of the great bene((ls of this

DRk e i T e T o
cducation in Minoi | muv looking at
the whole host

Goetter wld DQcAllll' sthnnls are

scheduled to be open Monday. But she
said, “The safety of the students is para-
mount,” indicating the situation could
change. Schools are closed today for a
previously scheduled teacher institute

day.
2 i “uesuug
Ju n sai reqt
linois Al General Jim Ryan
investigae the legaliy o the elease of
‘privileged information
expelled Decatur high et danis
Ryan must render t on four
points: the legality of the expulsions

before an alternative education option
was offered; whether there was a lack of

jue process; whether the Decatur school
board had the authority to expel the stu-
dents for a year i the face of state law
requiri educated until they
are age 18; and ‘whether there were viola-
tions of the state privacy act, Jackson
said.

Jackson said he also plans to tell U.S.
Allwrnh General Janet Reno about the

ise because of what he views as viola-
tions of federal privacy laws.

Goetter denied that the board has
given out any privileged information.

“We never, ever give out specific infor
mation on students,” Goetter said. “As
far back as the day the students were
expelled, their names were never given
out. They were referred to by numbers.
We do that to protect the students.”

Goetter said members of the Rain-
bow/PUSH Coalition have shared the
names of the expelled students with the
public, as have the students themselves
and some of their parents

But Jackson sasd the board

* the expelled students by releasing
the fact that they have a combined 305
absences from school. He accused offi-
cials of doing so to help justify the expul-
sions.

Goetter countered Thursday that some
collective information, such as total days
absent from school, was given out by the
district to rebut Jackson's |:n11rayul of
the academic performance of the stu-
dents. She said it also was revealed that
three were third-year {reshmen, again
for the same reason.

“Rev. Jackson has characterized these
young men as honor roll students com-
mitted to their education,” Goetter said.

“demo-

the issue. His involvement quickl

attention by the national media, whw.h
have in:l the story on network
broadcast

After ld.u,y long meeting Monday
among Gov. Ryan, Goetter, Jackson and

Arndlt, the board voled to shorten the
expulsions from the original two years to
one year and offered to place the stu
dents in alternative education programs.

Jackson accepts those points but wants
the two seniors among the group o grad
uate with their class next spring and to
b a0 earlier review of all the expellod
havior and study efforts in
lhe alternative education setting to deter
mine if they can be brought back into
regular classes by January

Jackson revealed his request o Attor-
ney General Ryan before going to the
Deeatur Airport and boarding a private
jet to Washington, D.C., and Cleveland,
Ohio.

He said he would return to Decatur for
a2 p.m. march on Sunday from the
Decatur Civie Center to MacArthur High
School dubbed “Save the Dream and
Leave No Child Behind.” Marchers are
expected to gather at the civic center at
1 p.m. A rally will follow the march.

Arndt said there mmv w|ll be school
on Monday. But st ce again
need [Ds (o get in, prey st
entrance doors will be used. He said if
any student has lost an ID, the schools
are open loday to get a new one free of
-hnrge

=My hope for Monday is that the
expelled students will enroll in alterna
tive school, and there will be no con
frontations and no violence. Once we
have peace, then we can focus our ener
gies on education.”

still, confrontation potentially looms
from a third party. Matt Hale, leader of
the white supremacist group, T 'nw erm
Church of the Creator, debated
Myers Jr., the attorney nmmn\mg six
of th the seven black students who were
expelled dehalc was aired live

Tnursd.ay on Court
Racist literature attributed to the
World Church of the Creator was found
on some Decatur lawns this week.
— AR Stalt Wriers Ken Dkson
and Jan Touney contributed 1o this fepon
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