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Angela Bayler must wish
she had a clone. The dircctor
is at the helm of Theatre 7's

“The Musical Comedy Mur-
ders of 1940" and the
Decatur Park District’s Sto-
ryteller Theater production
of “Thumbelina."

Lifestyle D1

Shelbyville wins

The Shelbyville High
School volleyball tcam out-
played Maroa-Forsyth to win
the Cerro Gordo Sectional
Thursday night and advance to
the Tuscola Super-Sectional

= Q

Goal $2.5 millan
Raised . $2.012.656.97
Needed $487.343.03
Daslet 13

Here are the winning num-
bers Thursday in the lliinois
‘State Lottery:

it

countdown:

Sponsored by:
Arche Darsels Mctand Co
Decat.s Uamonst Hospaal

Thinoes Power Co
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State’s attorney, others

HAR

DECATUR — Local law enforcement
officials are urging people to consider
their actions before breaking the law in

ference, Macon Coun
ty State’s Attorney

Larry Fichter

addressed a mmmem

by the Rev. Jess:

Jackson, who s.ud to

(and) be prepared o
| sg| Eet arrest

As

puts them in further jeopardy,

| say confrontation will work
against expelled students

art of their two-
year expulsions, the
seven youths are
barred from school
property and could be
arrested for trespass-
ing, officials said

“The advice to show up (at school)

Fichter

said. “Let the process work

process.
“To violate the law and the

process sends the wro

sage to our youth.”

day and Wednesday, during

for the expelled students and
met with school board Presi-

Keep the peace and respect the

Jackson was in Decatur Tues-

which time he conducted a town
hall meeting to garner support

Terard & Rev

dent Jackie Goetter.

rally Sund
students to school Monday,

Taylor, who represents the
FICHTER
Continued on A4

—
Tew Dennia Magee
BRIEFING: Jefirey Taylor, attorney for the Decatur School District,
listens to questions from members of the media Thursday att
noon at the Law Enforcement Center.

Goetter told Jackson that the
ions will stand, prompt
im to announce plans for &
return the

Fichter, Decatur police Cmdr.
Richard Ryan, attorney Jeffrey

Fichter: ‘Respect the process’

- School board members say

public has shown its support

UR — Loc
appear to be taking sides over
the expulsions of seven Decatur

‘harsh, but most are supporting
the school board

The Rev. Jesse Jackson,
founder and president of the

Rainbow/PUSH Cna]mnn was
in Decatur on Tuesday
Wednesday hoping (o Tobhy the
board into reconsidering its
decision and allow the seven
young men 10 return to school
He is planning a march for Sun-
day afternoon, but the details
have not been announc

The expulsions came in reac
tion to a fight Sept. 17 at an
Eisenhower football game All
seven youths also have been
arrested on preliminary charges
of felony mob action, but formal
charges have not been filed.

It's clear that almost every-
one has a distinet opinion on the

By RON INGRAM
| B

to consider expanding both facili-
ties.

Although no firm steps in that
direction have

n taken, Maeon
County Sheriff Roger Walker said he
would like to see the county look at
alternatives for inmate housing or
at a jail expansion. He said officials

have discussed building a larger

juvenile detention facility and mov-
ing the Bivens-Whitten center out of

DECATUR — The Bivens-Whitten
Juvenile Detention Center and the
Macon County Jail have been run
ning at or over capacity for most of
this year, prompting county officials

INMATE OVERFLOW

BOOKED: Thirty-year-old Aldophis Cooper of Decatur, a trustee at the Macon County Jail,
other inmates on Thursday afternoon. The jail, built with space for 205 beds, has at times held as many as 300 inmates.

Sheriff seeks alternatives
to ease jail overcrowding

the Law Enforcement Center, 333 S.

Franklin St
“We'd love to have the space

block or segregation space” for
problem inmates, Walker said

‘The jail crowding problem is
perennial one that has worsened in
recent years, despite a declinin;
local crime rate. Is attribute
the large jail population to success-
ful police work and changes in state
laws that have upgraded certain
misdemeanors to felonies.

“The national average crime
clearance rate for homicides is 60
JAIL

Continued on A4

they'd vacate here for a female cell

Heraid & Review/Dennis Magee
helps prepare dinner trays for

a

HAA 'S

at least one
revers

in DuPay

ments

He sa

said she
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SPRINGFIELD —
group of legislators said a {ullblown audit of
the state’s problematic child support payment
system might cause more harm than good
On Thisscay, Senmle Dagpocrals, incliding

course
auditor general acndie e Arvastipadien 196>
the new wystem and how the contract was
awarded (o D Y.
Meanwhile, delays conlmue parents still
aren’t getting their checks and the finge=
pointing is rankling one legislator, whose own

Vi
rence Thursday
Auditor General William G. Holland to con-
duct a management audit of the new child
‘support payment
Counl
central clearinghouse for child support pay-
ut payments have been snarled ever
since the system was activated in September.
‘The delays have been linked by public aid offi-
cials to the deluge of incomplete files sent to
the central office, preventing it from sending
out checks on time.

“This is about the biggest colossal failure
that I've seen in the 25 years that I've bee
| here.” Demuzio said. He said he saw no con-
flict between the decision not to ask for an
audit last week and Thursday’s demand for

one.
“I see no harm in

would do al this point
going to benefit those mothers out there who
are waiting for their checks.*

Curry is cochairwoman of the Legislaiive

subject, even if they are not
affiliated with the Decatur
School District, nor members of
the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition

School board President Jackie
Goetter said she had 16 1o 18
calls at home and another 23 to
30 at worl

“T've only received two or
three that expressed disappoint
‘ment in me, or indicated I or
the board was wrong,” she said
“The greater majority of the
calls are in support

was at a dinner (Wednes
day) night for the DMH Fou
tion and 20 to 30 people gave
their support.*

School board member Jan
Mandernach said she’s had 20 to
25 conversations about the

expulsions

“To date, all of them
expressed support for the
board,” she

%)
School board member D.R

ntinued on A4

Democrats demand
audit of new child

support system

Last week a bipartisan

numm of last week’s group,
demanded the state’s

uPage Cous

support checks have been delayed
The group of Senate Democrats, including
state Sen. Vince Demuzio, D-Carlinville, had a

and called for

ystem, That system, located
s suppased (o serve as a

the auditor general

He also

said the audit would not be a distraction that
would further snarl the payment system
id if Holland is going to be looking into
the system, he might as well do an audit

Bul state Rep. Julie A. Curry, D-Mount Zion,

t see what good a full audit
“I don't think that's

Audit C
lim
Sa of treating harther delays. The sulitor
general is supposed to look into the payment
system and report back in December on
whether a full audit is needed

“I think we've acted in the most responsible
manner that we can,” Curry said in a tele-
phone interview. She said the issue of how to
proceed was discussed with every member of

AupiT
Continued on A4
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Smokmg rate defies campalgns to quit during the ’90s

ATLANTA (AP) — Despite years
of anti-smoking campaigns, la

1997 As a result, t
b0 fal far st o 1 goal ot

suits and bans, the smoking ot
among American adults has hard-
ly budged during the 1990s —
mainly because more and more 18-
to 24-year-olds are lighting up.

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention said Thursday that

24.7 percent of adults smoked in

ing smoking to 15 percent of the

virtually no progress whatsoever;
said Michael n, director of
the CDC Office of smnklru and
Health. “The fact that we can't get
rates below 25 percent really

e the addictive power of

from 1990 to 1997, but the percent-

Aewmc plays out,* Eriksen said
age of smokers ages 18 to 24 inn Schel

, a spokes-

Ahnullﬂ ‘million adults smoked

35,000 people nationwide. The rate
was the same — 24.7 percent — in
1995, 1t was 25.5 percent in 1990
Amaong most adult age groups,
smoking rates actually declined

increased durlog tha period, from

us 0287

“IU's very disturbing to oot only
see no progress (o reduce overall
adult smoking, but when you see
the lack of progress is caused by
an increase in the youngest adults,
you realize exactly how this epi-

wnmnn for American Cancer Soci-
ety, said: “That is a major con-
are

tinuing to smoke — a testimony to
the Il\rﬁble ‘addictive power of
nicotine.
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