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School officials, Ryan, Jackson meet
for more than 7 hours over expulsions

Compromise rejected

to deck trees
out in holi-

l day style
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specifically for problematic stu-
dents on the verge of being
expelled. For those students, it
is an educational last chance

It is unclear, however, whether
school officials legally are
required io offer students one
last opportunity. State law say
“A student who is subject 10 su
pension or expulsion ... may
eligible for a u;\mﬁr o an
alternati program ,

Glenn W, McGee. stperinten
dent of the Illinois State Board
of Education, interprets the law
to mean schools must offer the
alternative school program
hifoee expeliing udentecl t

cerns (o Decatur School I')le
Superintendent Kenneth 2

SAE Ll mae e tias
out of school for their role in a
fight at a football game were
not given that last chance.

countdown:

“If you need to remove a stu-
dent from a school setiing you
ought o offer an alternative set-
ting,” said Lee Milner,
spokestnan for McGee. Milner
cGee asked Arndt to con
it ling the students in
the local alternative school.
McGee's opinion is backed by
a 1998 court decision out of
DuPage County. An expelled
high school student challenged
the Hinsdale Township High
Sehool Board's decision. In sid-
ing with the student, the cireuit
court judge said the district was
required to offer the alternative
school program before expeling
tud

nt, Milner said
The sponsor of Ihe Inglslaunn
that created the Illinois safe

schools law said the situation in
Decatur is why the schools were
created There are 126 safe
school sites run by the 45
regional education offices
throughout the state
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TOP.LEVEL NEGOTIATIONS: The Rev. Jesse Jackson shares a few words with Gov. George H. Ryan before they made a joint statement to

mambers of the media Monday evening at the Keil Administration Building. The two men spent about seven hourk in negotiations with
officials from the Decatur School District.

McGee: Decatur should offer
alternative program to students

Herald & Review/ Jaseph C. Garaa

& SHOW OF SUPPORT:
Keela Carson,
joins in singing "We
Shall Overcome’ with
athers in front of the
Keil Administration
Building.

< CALL TO ORDER:
School board presi-
dent Jackie Goatter
addresses the crowd
at an emergency

Heraid & Review/Dennia Mages meeting of the board.

Board to decide today if high schools
will remain closed for second day

Expulsions
shortened, but
Jackson says
it’s not enough

By BRAD MUDD,
BILLY TYUS & KEN DICKSON

DECATUR — The Decatur
school board Monday night short-
ened the expulsion terms of six
students, and Gov. George H
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Jackson said
e frlends %o take the chikdren
Back to school” and Is expected to

ower High School
arning with the students.
Decatur schools \uptrml\.nm.m
Kenneth Arndt said he will decide
this moraing if hig b dchoc
after being

ed Monday.

“I'm obviously disappointed
that we've met a stalemate,”
Arndt said. “These students need
to take responsibility for their
own actions.”

Terry Robinson and Jeffrey
Perkins were the only board
members to vote against reducing
the expulsions from two years to
are also the only board
members to say they believe the
length of punishment or  fight
at a Se ootball g
Eiterbioges 5100 100
dents were recomimended for
expulsion, but one withdrew
before the board voted to expel

im.
Board member D.R. Roberts,
the only board member in the
majority who spoke during the
meeting, said many of the argu
ments against the original two-
year expulsions involved the stu-
dents having no opportunity to
continue their education. Since
the students will have that oppor-
tunity at an alternative high
school today, he said he would
vole Lo the ine vear puishment
ackson h his
Ralnbow/PUSH Coztiion will e
a lawsult in federal court seeking
an injunction against the school
distriet which would allow
students to return to school. The
suit could be filed today in
l‘rl nd

children deserve to be
in ~rhcm1 Alternative high
schools don't have the validity
suggested here,” Jackson said
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Park district says increases
on season passes will be a fair
way to cover golf costs.

Lelebrate ZODO

By
AR S

‘Sponsored by: sft Witer
Juckir Do i o DECATUR — Playing golf on
tinois Power Co: Decatur Park Distriet courses
will cost a bit more when the
50 cents 2000 season begins.
Keeping in line with a five-
Our 126th year year plan of incremental fee
Issue 313« FW sections | increases that was formulated in

the Decatur Park District
Board of Commissioners voted
unanimously Monday to raise
green fees h) 50 cents for 18
holes and 25 cents for nine holes
at the four district courses.

e golf car rental fees will

7 Io;mlmuml, 2

see identical increases.

Season pass holders also will
pay more. Adults will pa
more, seniors $30 and Juumn
520,

However, special weekday sea
son passes will be available at
last year’s season pass rate.

those who buy these pass-
es will be able to play for half
price on weekends, said Rick
Anderson, district director of
golf

Anderson said the weekday
passes will target seniors who
don't often play on weel

“This is a way to give them an
to play the same

aid

¥ board presi-
dent, said that seemed fair.
“I think that's an excellent

Greens fees to cost more green in 2000

idea,” s
Anderson said the season pass
cost increase needed to be
implemented because pass hold-
rs are playing more rounds of
golf, causing the revenue per
round to decrease.
He said pass holders get too
large a price breal
uring the 1999 season, adult
season pass holders paid an
average of §7.78 per round, com-
pared to the $14.22 average paid
by non-pass holders — a 45 per-
cent savings, Anderson said He
sai reent savings would
be more equitable
s brings X closer o a rea-
sonable mark,” he said, adding
that the district’s mh-n are still
lower than those at most other
area courses.

Study: Following rules
can yield hea]ﬂly beneﬁts

Women can reduce risk
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