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JACKSON:

Men were

arrested on preliminary
charges of mob action

Continued from A1
delinquency of a minor, all misde-
meanors. Jackson and three sup-

rters were arrested Nov. 16
after crossing a police line at

Ei
protest the expulsion of
Becatur high school students.

The charges allege Jackson
trespassed on Decatur School
District property Nov. 7, 8 and 14
and encouraged two expelled stu-
dents — who are minors — to
trespass those same days,
according to court documents.
The students were barred from
school property as part of their
expulsions in connection with a
Sept. 17 fight at an Eisenhower
football game.

Criminal trespass is a Class B
crime, punishable by up to six
months in jail. Contributing to
the delinguency of a minor is a
Class A crime, punishable by up
to a year in jail. Probation or
fines are also pos

Cleo Willis pleaded innocent to
two counts of aggravat
tery, and John Cunningham
pleaded innocent to a charge of
resisting a peace officer. Mark
Allen, who also was arrested in
November, faces no criminal
charges from the incident

Jackson led a march to Eisen-
hower Nov. 7, red with sup-
porters at the school Nov. 8 and
led a larger march to MacArthur
High School on Nov.

All four men had been arrest-
ed on preliminary charges of
felony mob action, but none face

arie now.
County State's Attorney
iter would not specifi-
hy mob action
led

essarily mean one crime or

imes didn’t take place.”
Jackson, meanwhile, said he

was somewhat surprised he was

charged only with misde-

S

“I never take these charges
m,hn, They are the price to pay
nation's conscience,
,rm on said. g arrest
& nos m'uutmhk act of
lence a nity. 1f we

had not come to
seven boys would
nal trail — a death sentence.”

The six expelled students — a
seventh was allowed to withdraw
without being expelled — were
enrolled in alternative schools
Nov. 18. Jackson said the six are
aitending clusses and making
Progress.

Later Thursday, during an
interview with the Herald &
Review, Jackson accused several
children of Decatur school board
members of harassing another
student — an accusation that
school officials said was long
ago proven untrue.

We are looking 10 see if there
are board member's children
who are harassing other chil-
dren,” Jackson said

Though he provided scant
details, Jackson referred Lo a
specific incident involving three
sons of board members who
allegedly harassed a female stu-
dent. The harassment including
sending harassing e-mails to the
girl, he said.

Jackson said a reporter out-
side Decatur located the vietim's
mother and talked to her.

“She does exist; she’s not some

hantom,” he sai e mother
t‘« Bfratd She has to live in this

=
5

b Mekaon sal (e sother asked
to move the girl from her school,
but provided no further elabora-

ree board members contact-
cd Thirad ay — Terry Robinson,
Phillip Wilhelm and board Pres
dent Jackie Goetter — said they
had no knowledge of any such
incident. Su;l;rinlend.enl Ken-
It

Arndt said he is aware of
Jackson's charge and, if he's
thinking of the same alleged
incident, it was shown to
unfounded nearly two years ago.

“The board, in total, never
really knew about this,” Arnd
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explained. “It was investigated
by the administration, like all
dnmpluury matters.

‘So therefore, because it was
unfounded and untrue, it never
went to the board,” Arndt said.
“And it was ln\esligaled bya
variety of pes

“What's makes this difficult is
that we're dealing with rumor
and innuendo — just like so
many situations in recent
months. But just like all other
rumors and accusations, they're
always investigat

During the meeting at the
church later morning
the Rev. James \h.‘eks of Chica-
go said Rainbow/PUSH mem-
bers will meet at noon Dec. 27 at
the Canaan Missionary Baptist
Church in Urbana while a feder-
al lawsuit is heard in court. The
hearing is over a request for a
temporary restraining order
overturning the expulsions and
allowing the students to go back
to their regular high schools

Jackson also talked directly to
the mothers of three expelled
students during Thursday’s
meeling,

“Keep those children in school
Keep them focused,” Jackson
said. “They cannot let the strug-
ey must accepl this

gle down.
challenge.*

Archives and research
Call the Herald & Review
library for information
421-7964
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