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Taylorville  Mattoon council undecided about city administrator position

Councﬂ Offers One of the members who voted ate o new position — that of city adminis-_ Commissioner Gene Baker admilted oversee departments such s streets,

e Ai: trator — rather thal a manag- m*u had *a terrible time” casting his vote  water and sewer:
L, for the position changes his mind. =3 Both positions me: be mlad hy full- an administrator in the first place. Mayor Wanda Ferguson
time professionals who would hel Since thet, he said, he's talked with administrator *woull be good ight ow.”
ernatives By DEBBIE PIERCE parttime council sort through e e taees b et v n She said an administrator would facili-
HA&R Matioon Bureay Chiet plexities of OWEver, a man- g tate communication between department
MATTOON — The Mattoon Cuy Council  ager would have sumlnry mpmmb ies He menmrvwndzd lhe my let the media  superintendents and cammlssmnrrl.
C ew aW n Tuesday again wrestled with whether  including hiring and firing that an admin-  educate residents on the particulars ul “I've said it before,” Ferguson no
n should change its form of government istrator would not. Changing to & manag-  each option, lhe!\ ]m wu.lrs decide if al “People elected me to do what 1 thml{l.‘l
- am nllca again, came away with no er form requires a majority vote of resi- change is necessary. best. You can't put everything on the bal-
Downtown businesses have Garamissisners Bud Rabolo and Ed lot.”
. ﬂw sub]ecl has been batted around for At Its last meeting, after City Attorney Neal agreed. “I've been trying to say the Commissioner Lois Vonderheide said a
been vandalized for years. the better part of this year, fueled by a John Hefrer drew up  tentative ordi- same thing for a long time,” Raboin said.  public warks director is needed, but she
recommendation from the strategic plan-  nance creating an administrator’s posi Added Neal, “The problem with an admin- views creation of an administrator as a
By AMY BURCH 5 ning committee to change Mattoon from a uan he council determined it didait b hav! istrator is, there’s no guarantee the coun-  good start “to get coordination among the
Teoe T ion style of to that of  enough information to vote. Now, one ol cil will Jet him run the (various) depart-  departments.”

TAYLORVILLE — City leaders  a city manager. three commissioners ments.” The council gave no indication whether
appear poised (o get tough on the Last month, the council voted 3.2 to votad o the-sdminiatratur lins Shiigod Neal and Raboin said what Mattoon the subject would come up again al its
youth In Mllx;vllé’eml a pro- have an ordinance drafted that would cre-  his mind. needs most is a public works director Lo next meeting.
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nance committee Tuesday. LIBRARY EVENT en

Insum‘;i; IRE mm}r‘:)r!flee \Imlﬂind ~ o
against drafting a curfew law a
g B ve their all
like writing laws to keep the kids
who loiter in the square on the s P
sidewalks and to limit the sizes of
- in Mi

“This is a big bear to wrestle,”

‘rb‘d‘.rman thl: Sl o ce e ra e 1
chairman of the committee, sai

R T food drive
:.lne plal;: \{"ﬁ"' h\w:u h!:l some

ace else. Will that be a safe
Placer More than one ton of

Ty nhn].le Mayor Jim Mont- " H

e te@din o
ki e e through first-time project.
that woul pertis el o the o
square with the hope that, if FALLSTROM
enacted. it would reduce the More than 500 children HBR Communty News Ediot____
g,:{wed lhd'l"hrdy ;':.'um lqng ’ & DECATUR — Evﬁrybody was a

ieve adul simcausmg winner in iki rsity’s

e ey attend storytelling T F

— urinating and mnwm ghas : g ‘The most unlikely winner was
bolles o B windos program with their parents | the oo, & commatergrop o
doos | seven students w]

“Most of the problems we have By VALERIE WELLS | most items in the 21-unit hmslng
‘down there seem to be from older H&R Staff Writer livision.
people,” Brotherton said. *I think DECATUR — More than 500 children “We wanted to be a part of the
if after 10 p.m. you eliminate Driovight thelr: panents to the Deoatur Pablia food drive, even though we live
their audience, they won't have & Library on Tuesday for Celebrate Reading offcampus,” explained Christine
reason to perform. 2000, Smith at the Tuesday celebra-

He admitted that the law would *T cant think ol a better way 1o spend tion/awards program. Others in
be s difficult one for Rocei ‘it wyeiting tian readling with yute cHIKE® the group were Autumn Trimble,

mano, the city’s attorney, to sald Cathy Fleming, circulation sales and David Stewart, Glenn Roundtree,
wrlle marketing director for the Herald & Leah Lookabaugh, Brian
“The curfew aw has been chal Favisw, Thie newspaper spcaored the ter and Chelli Paiser.
lenged several times.” Brotherta event, along with Archer Daniels Midland The drive was a first-time pro-
said. “It has 10 be drafted in a Co., Decatur Memaorial Hospital and 11l ject of Rick Bibb's marketing
way they can't take it into court nois Power Co. management
and cl h.lllenge it.” Parents and children thro class. The results ST
y, the police chief would | upstairs children's room of the hbm were l'-“Pﬂ"-"ilI ©
imindte i loiteringon | standing in long lines to sign in for the pro- Three truckiosds — cp oo
the square because of the vandal- ram, which included stories read by Bruce of nonperishable -
ism downlown business owners ‘ otlibacaty: rogionat tuamagr for Ticose oo tems — dida
receive. | Power, children’s librarian Katie Gross, and 769 pounds —

“Initially what I was looking at | children's author Lynn McElfresh. e Collctsa fantastic
is something 0 help our mer- Holiibaugh's (wo selections, 2 bok called and donated to
chants downtown. They've been “Caps for Sale” and a poem about the Northeast jobina
complaining for years,” Brother- | - Cynthia Sylvia Stout, who would not e Community

said. I don' care'f tmy re the garbage out™ were obviously familir to Fund, the Salva-  first-class
% years old. if they' the children who crowded int tion Army and :
{06 the squdre) for.an rmw nd room. As Hollibaugh read shout Saraivs Catholie Chari- way.
they don’t have a purpose, I'd like garbage piling ever higher, complete with ties to be distril
to move them on.” E\Jhlrl\.ﬂ d.escrlphons of items lﬂlﬁ “dried-up uted to needy Jurry Pelz,

Montgomery supported the cur- heese,” families. It's longtime directsr
few proposal but said if there oo shidren :nlhnsmsncnﬂy e enough food —  of the Northeast
wasn't enough support for it, he “Ewwww!" at the end of each line. cereal, soup, veg-
would be in favor of stricter Gross said she was thrilled to see so etables, fruit,
enforcement of existing ordi- many in attendance spaghetti, macaroni and cheese,
nances and possible new, less “T hope you'll all go home and spend chill, cake mix, crackers, gelatin
drastic ones. rest of the week, the month, the year anu , bever: baby food

Another group of juveniles, read, read, read to your children, i peoy
however, will likely be facing a the audience. “We heard the [ood banks were
tougher city law. Eric Cunningham, 7 has been reading on running low,” Bibb sai

“The committee voted 3-1 to ask his own since he was 4, said his pro e 5 Somasden mmmg pro-
Romano to wrile an ordinance mather, Lashell Johnsn. jeet.”
making it illegal for juveniles to “I'm amazed at the way he reads,” she In addition to the Go-Gos,
passess tobacco in Tylorville said, adding with a smile, “He reads every- prizes for collections went

“1 just can’t imagine not hav- thing, signs. mail, catalogues.” 3 Heraid & Review photos/Phil Jacobs iness.
ing it,” Brotherton said of the -t o fiction, she  STORY TIME: Robin Keyes of Decatur brought her daughter, Anna, 4, to Celebrate Read- house. Run-
law. “If tobacca is bad for the said, and Pnc said he likes reading about  ing 2000 at the Decatur Public Library Tuesday evening. ip included the admissions
kids, and you can’t sell it to “lots of thin olfice, Alpm Chi Omega and
them, why wouldn't you have Johnson sa.xd she started Eric out with both parents and children. BabyTALK lmmm what [n expect, he Blackburn
(the law)?" BabyTALK's lapsits — sessions at the activities promote reading and parent/child “I think next year we nnd to plan a little “The llud!nt! did a fantastic

Alderman Frank Mathon, me library where parents and kids read, sing  bonding. differently,” ne Said. “We need more job in a first-class way,” prai
dissenting vote, proposed s and play together. And she plans to do the “What a wonderful celebration of our frams over a longer period o time to Smake | @ grateful Jerry Pelz, longtime
& resalution o siate eelrady same with his little brother, D'Monte mew lbrary,” Quigy sad from her seat in G avecyone gotsin and geis a chance to director of the Northeast Com-
asking them to rewrite the state Evans, 2 the toddler area, where she’d been reading P they want to see.” munity Fund. “It's practi-
law so it follows the laws regard- “We've got to start this one off the same to the little ones. “It's just a 9!! ‘There are Robin Keyes' children participate in Pizza Ea] applmaunn for the students
g Mlnors art lcoliol which is way, and maybe he'll learn to love to read snmalwmhzrnung;‘llnawmmmnmly Hul's Book It program. For every so many very positive for the commu-
illegal for people under 21 o buy just like (Eric) does,” Johnson said. “With this library just :ng children earn certif mlv Pelz said that the applica-
or possess. Under Hlinois’ law, all the negative stuff there is to do, he Yol s a great place " e mily had tions for food are up,
tobaceo fs illegal for minors 1o might as well get out and do some positive Thers were fa: too mary attendees o fit | attended 3 Home Eo Sehosl Assocmlmn though emvhvymem s higher
buy but not llegal for them to | things. If you slart them out in the right into the children’s reading room. meeting at St. Patrick School on Tuesday thaii in the
possess | direction, maybe they'll stay that way.” overflow crowd was directed dwnswrs to  and heard about the L:I:hmln nudmg pro- Also upm,,,,g gratitude were

*I think tobacco should be Claudia Quigg, srcutive Hroche the auditorium, where a second story- gram at the meeting Maj. John w,]k,,.,, of the 5.,:,,,
bamped ight back up o the sate BabyTALK. said she hadn't dared hope for  telling session was quickly arranged to “We buy books, we bring them to the ‘ tion Army and Judy Rogers of

ing the same rationale as such a large turnout on a school night. She  accommodate them library, and they bring home books from e e s
,m,,hm * Mathon said. “They're had expected about 100 people, counting City librarian John Moorman hadn't the library,” Keyes said.

already gone out to families in
dumping that onto us.™ " Rogers noted.

State senator calls for changes to school expulsion laws in wake of Decatur dispute

hicago lawmaker but does not force them to. Obama is running for the 1st Congres- to grandstand during the fall session “proceed to do exactly what it would
C 0 la g “My attitude is that o the extent that sional District seat now held by U.S. e s b e ‘have done if Jesse Jackson had never
alternative programs should be we're dealing with nonviolent offenders  Rep. Bobby L. Rush, D-Chicago. State  the hands of locally elected school offi-  come to town.”

. beft 6 or students who haven't struck teachers Sen. Donne E. Trotter, D-Chicago, also cials. Meanwhile, state Sen. N. Duane
arequirement before expulsion.  or used weapons, that probably it is running for the seal. Rush has been ‘State Rep. Mary Lou Cowlishaw, R-  Noland, R-Blue Mound, expressed grow-
By JOWN C. PRITERSON makes sense that we have a mandate  in Decatur marching with Jackson Naperville, said outsiders should ing frustration with how the school situ-
ochapendibisd b B that in fact these children attend alter-  All three politicians are black and the  respect the decisions made by the ation has played out. Noland and state

. = native schools,” Obama said in an district has a pudnmm.uuly black pop-  Decatur school board. Cowlishaw isa  Reps. Bill Mitchell, R-Forsyth, and Julie
SPRINGFIELD — The fall session of  interview. ulation. Tuesday provided Obama an former school board member and the A. Curry, D-Mount Zion, released a
the legislature had barely begun Tues- “One of the mul difficult tmng we  opportunity to join the puhucn top Republican on the Illinois House statement Monday night supporting the
day when a state senator from Chicago,  as a society have to decide is how although he denied that was his motiva- Elementary and Secondary Education school district’s decision.
who also happens to be running for Con-  deal with young pe ple who i Committee. N land said he is willing to consider
gress, sent out news releases calling for  engaged in antisocial behavior. 1f we “I've got a long track record working “I have great respect for Jesse Jack- tion “reason-
changes to school expulsions laws in the  simply throw them out ... we can on juvenile justice issues. I'm not a son. He is a very articulate, very dedi- -bl: solution” but wanted to avoid
wake of the ongoing controversy in anticipate that over time a good num-  Johnny-come-lately. Certainly given cated man,” Cowlishaw said. ‘1 would ‘kneemk reactions o this issue.”
Decatur. ber of those people will end up in the  the prominence the issue in Decatur defend against all comers his right to e said Obama’s recommendations
State Sen. Barack Obama, D-Chicago, prison system,” Obama said. *On the  has taken that it gives us an opportun-  go to Decatur and gk k his mind. But M reasonable, and he too
said state law should require students  other hand, when it comes to schools, 1y to engage in a dialogue about how the decision is not his. The decision is  alternative education as a last chance
be enrolled in alternative education pro-  we have to create a safe environ- ‘we can improve the system,” Obama that of lhe local school board. It is for troubled students. Bat he defended
grams before they are expelled. Current  ment.” said. answerable to those taxpayers. He is the Decatur school board's actions,
law allows school districts to send irou- Ileuldhugnl] utnprwuguu His news release comes a day after  not.” because only the board has the informa-
bied students to alternative programs,  ance through the another legislator urged colleagues not sqmmumudmlmmmm‘ tion necessary (o make a dgcision.
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