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Expulsions pose state problem

graduate, they can't attend college, they
ean't get a decent job, they tend to make
babies they cannot raise or end up in jail *

Since then, that message has been
repeated by those following the issue
Jonger than Jackson. Expulsion can be an
academic black hole.

Few have precise answers as (o why.
“That's a good question; I have no clear
answer. I hadn't heard this discussion

before said Elmburst Police cnuuum
Millner, a juvenile justice expert. *

were there more? Are kids belmvlnu e
unexpected manner o is it because there's

in 1984, but have stayed steady since then.
Suspensions actually have declined 2 per-
cent since 1999, to 3,709 in 1996,
Nonetheless, Kenneth Arndt, superinten-
dent of the 11,300-student Decatur district,
is willing Lo discuss concerns.
“There are lots of issues o be discussed,

Decatur district’s pace runs much
slower than Illinois as whole.
SPRINGFIELD (AP) — Even before the
video of the fight was released, before his
arrest, before the lawsuits were traded in

The Rams 23-7 victory
over the team that had domi-
nated them demonstrates
how times have changed in
the NFL.
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All about the [ilini

m Excitement runs high for
tonight’s men's basketball
showdown with Bradley

@ Women fall from unde-
feated ranks.

W Foothall bowl bid can be
traced to another “B" play-

Danger zone

Be careful making your
way around a guy’s college
‘dorm room, Dave Barry

wams — it’s a jungle.
Opinion | A10
Crime rate decline |

The FBI reports 10 percent
fewer serious crimes over the
first half of the year.

Mation | A2

i
!

county and federal courts, the Rev. Jesse
Jackson made clear a primary reason e

marched on Decatur:

Too many kids are being expelled from

Whether there are too many expulsions
is debatable, but there are many — expul-
sions have by nearly 150 percent
since the 198990 school year. Suspensions

Where th go by have increased dramatically, too, jumping
lot.kmg ‘him out of school?” Jackson said

early in the standoff over the expulsion of
seven Decatur students for a bleacher brawl
at a September football game. “They can't

‘more than 45 percent in the same time

Shlewld: enrollment has grwm by only
about 11 percent during tha

political pressure to get troublesome chil-
dren out*™

Jackson suggested just that during his
two weeks in Decatur — kids on the mar-

gin are pushed out.

Tronically, though, Decatur doesn't fit
the trend. According to Illinois State Board
of Education statistics, expulsions from
Decatur increased from eight in 1990 to 21

and that will happen if there's no conflict,”
Arnd sai earler ths mordh, “We have

winners
the most is we're putting our kids right in

Continued on Ad

DECATU

price drops.
for “premium-quality” bi

600D BIRD BUYS: Jim Gotiman, Cub Foods meat department manager, is re:
display case full of turkeys, he has many more in the storeroom, 100.

Competition slices turkey prices Iocally

R — Although turkey prices are
expected to be mgh« this year, competi-
tion is keeping prices at some local gro-

said Annette Elmson agriculture econo-

U.S. Department of Agricul-
Research Service.
10 69 cents per pound
virds and
to 50 cents per pound for store-brand birds,

THANKSGIVING FEAST CoSTS

; rndt when accourlng for special promtions.
Decatur store wars blm.k national ety R bt e
trend toward higher birds. range from 19 cents to 99 cents per pound.
Some promotions pur-
SUSAN chases or the use of a “customer loyalty”
HAR Stafl Writer card to get the low prices.

Brand names such as Butterball, which
is a top turkey processor, are still at a pre-
mium in Decatur. Prices range from 88
cents to 99 cents with promotions. Other
brands like Honeysuckle and Jennie-O are
lower than the ERS average.

Despite the turkey price competition in
Decatur, a traditional holiday feast for 10
people will cost $33.83 this year, Ilp “
cents from last year, ace
39cents al survey by the American Farm Burean
Federation. The price of a 16-pound turkey

for the Thanksgiving turkey demand. Besides a

Herald & Review/Josesh C. Garza

is up 52 cents this year to $14.23 nationally,
accounting for most of the increase.

‘The meal as cllculaled M the Farm
Bureau includes turl sweel
potatoes rolls with huller peas ‘cranber-

ries, a relish tray of carrots and celery,
pumpkin pie and coffee and milk.

‘The higher price of turkey this year is
due in large part to Hurricane Floyd,
which killed an estimated 800,000 turkeys
in eastern North Carolina this fall, Farm

ureau economist Joe Miller said.

“Hurricane Floyd just wiped them out,
and turkey supplies plummeted,” Miller
said. “If not for thal, turkey prices proba-

Continued on A7

Arrests follow anti-racists’
clash with Decatur police

The group attempted
to confront World Church
of Creator demonstrators.

By BRAD MUDD
HAR Siaft Wirter

DECATUR — Four anti-
racism protesters were arrested
after a confrentation with police
af a white supremacist r.lf;u
Sunday afternoon in Nelson
Park

The protesters, from the
Chicago-based Anti Racism
Ac yup, were Laken into
custody after allegedly assault
ing a park ranger while attempt-
ing to confront Matt Hale and 10
members of his World Church of
the Creator, police said. Hale
and the members of the white
supremacist group s sought refuge
ina park ba
prolesiers were lwnhended

four protesters

arrested on preliminary charges
of resisting arrest, aggravated
battery of a law enforcement.
officer and mob action, said
Decatur police Cmdr. Rich
Ryan. The altercation happened
as police were arriving al
park for security detail about 30
minutes before the rally was
scheduled to start, he said.

A line of 10 Emergency
Response Team officers —
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dressed in black and armed with ~ SHOUTING AT HALE: A member of the Anti Racism Action group of

canisters of pepper spray — sep-
arated about 20 protesters from
the white supremacists and their
supporters. About 50 people
stood away from the protesters
1o listen to Hale speak from the
pavilion with a bullhorn more
|h.m m feet away.

ups traded taunts and

Chicago shouts over members of the Decatur Police Emergency
Response Team Sunday at Nelson Park as Matt Hale, leader of
the white supremacist World Church of the Creator, was speak-
ing to an assembled crowd of 50 people.

don't wear masks,” Hale said,

referring to many of the protest-
ers who had their faces covered.  sh
“If Jesse Jackson and his mob

captured nationwide attention

during a two-state string of
ings that ended with his

suicide in July. Among his vic-

mind-set that we have to have
ind losers, and what disturbs me

Iguanas find
their Decatur
champion

Woman researches, tells 1

would-be owners to beware.
DECATUR — Chub Chub the iguana
ought to be in the movi
He certainly knows how to make a
dramatic entrance: Bnghl reen with

a ridge of spikes running down
sealy oinch- long body and uu] Chuh
Chub looks like a A s
table-top version POSTCARDS
u[ G\)dzllla all .

cumpleu o g
ture is some
white-coated
Japanese scien-
tists armed with a
poor seript in
badly dubbed Eng- A
ish « REID =
But while

Godzilla usually torches the opposition
and emerges in stop-motion triumph,
the story of pets like Chub Chub often
ends in tragedy.

“Iguanas look like dinosaurs and
have become a very trendy pet, but a
lot of the people buying them have no
idea how to take care of them,” says
Chub Chub's owner, Lisa Hensley of

Decatur.
“The resut isthe anmals get dis
eased or inji

ars quite bardy, they linger ot e
group of 400 fellow

a
with a public education campaign
She’s an Illinois coordinator
National Iguana Awareness uay
s.: L9, m—mi.swmngnam
rea the gospel of humane lizard

IGUANAS
Continued on A4

Internet, e-mail
may rejuvenate
frail elderly

Geriatrics expert cites help
for loneliness, helplesmss.

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Is the
fountain of youth available at Ihe click
of a mouse’

Experts say nursing home residents,
even the frail ones, take to computers
quickly and can revitalize their ives

through e-mail and the Inte

sald David Lansdale, a EEmlrws
expert from Stanford University. “I's
an elixir for these peopl
Lansdale, who believes every nurs-
be equipped with
communal e-mail and Internet access,
is one of several academics raising the
issue here at a weekend meeting o
the Gerontological Society of America.
Lansdale said mastery of e-mail and
Internet lechniques can help overcome
what he termed the four plagues of
institutionalized elders: lone
boredom, helplessness and decline of
mental ski
“The end result is we want to pro-
mote relationships,” he i “Getting
connected is bringing people back to
life.”
He directs a program called Link-
ingAges that teaches nursing home

inselts i bt 9 wolice offi-  come back, we might demon-
cers stood nearby. s!nk again.”
“We're here to show white peo-  Benjamin Sm]ll‘\ a former CLASH
ple we're here for them. We member of Hale's organization,  Continued on Ad
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