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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The structure is 150feet in diameter and is a clear span from wall

to wall without any supporting pillars in the interior of the building.
It is a twenty-sided structure with each side 23' 6" long. In every
fourth side wall there is a counterbalanced door that slides upward. 1In
the summer these doors are raised to provide fresh air. To increase the
flow of fresh air the dormer windows, located midway between the eave
and peak of the roof, can be opened.

The roof is suspended by a series of triangles for strength. The
triangular construction starts with a vertical center post with a cir-
cular steel plate on the top and the bottom. Roof rafters are anchored
to the center post and extended outward to the outside wall. The hor-
izontal leg of the triangle is attached to the lower plate of the center
post and consists of round steel rods t hat extend outward to the walls.
This is repeated twenty times at approximately 18° spacing around the
building.

A series of smaller triangles divides the larger triangles. One of
the legs of the smaller triangles is a post extending vertically to
the roof rafter. This post is in compression. The third leg of the tri-
angle is a rod that is in tension. . These smaller triangles add additional
support to the roof. The construction of this means of support developed
by the builder was architecturally unique for the year 1903.

The roof sheeting boards are placed diagonally from one roof rafter
to the next, and in the next .section. they are diagonally reversed forming
a fishtail effedt to add side strength to the roof.

In the interior, -the stage is preserved and is large enough for sev-
eral hundred people. The proscenium arch includes statues representing
the arts and add dignity to the interior design.

The structure is unaltered and is the same as when it was built.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

3 ~ 4 -~ - -

The unusual and unlque method of suspendlng the roof of thls
building in the year 1903 reflects the ingenuity of the bu1lder and
gives it its chief significance.

Mr. Trout operated a machine shop and bridge company in Shelbyville.
He applied his knowledge of bridge construction methods in the design
of the structure. The ingenuity in the constructlon is that this bridge
type supporting structure was executed in a 360° circle radiating from
a central hub and that is was of sufficient strength to support a clear
spankgtructure for a distance of 150 feet.

The auditorium has a seating capacity of 5000 and provided a
meeting place for people to hear such notable speakers as William
Jennings Bryan, Billy Sunday, Carrie Nation, former President William
H. Taft, and several governors from neighboring .states. - ..-

, The building remains as one of the.few reminders of the once-
popular Chatauqua movement from the late nineteenth .century... Very few
communities were able to construct assembly halls for this purpose.
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The Shelbyville Chatauqua was founded by the Shelby County Fair
Association, a civic corporation, and it existed from 1900 to 1930.
Before 1903 the first programs were held on a platform in front of
the grandstand on the Forest Preserve racetrack. The patrons orig-
inally stayed in tents then cottages for the fifteen day event were
built. Because the Chatauqua movement was so popular in the Shelby-
ville area, it was decided that a permanent shelter could better
house the yearly event.

Each year in August, at the Chatauqua time, people came from
miles around to hear notable speakers. The Chatauqua was important
time for an exchange of ideas, as well as being a time of social
enjoyment and physical relaxation. Besides the stage productions
and speakers, such activities as cooking demonstrations, swimming,
and boating attracted people to Shelbyville. It has been said that
the technological advances made in automobiles, movies, and radio
as forms of entertainment brought on the fall of the Chatauqua
movement.
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January 19, 1977
Ul

nifed Dlates Henale

Dorothy T. Yantis

Secretary

Chautaugqua Auditorium Commission
Shelbyville, Illinois 62565

Respectfully referred to:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Because of the desire of this office to be
responsive to all inquiries and communications,
your consideration of the attached is
requested. Your findings and views, in
duplicate form, along with return of the
enclosure, will be appreciated by

ATTENTION: D. MADDOX

SENATOR CHARLES H. PERCY

Form #2 3@560



¢/ C

lllinois Department of Conservation
life and land together

605 STATE OFFICE BUILDING « 400 SOUTH SPRING STREET « SPRINGFIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE — ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601

David Kenney, Director e James C. Helfrich, Assistant Director

August 9, 1977

Ms. Lucy Franklin NATIONAL

National Register of Historic REGISTER
Places

National Park Service

Department of the Interior

Washington D. C. 20240

Dear Ms. Franklin:

Enclosed please find the additional information requested
on the Chatauqua Auditorium in Shelbyville. I hope this is
satisfactory.

If you have any additional questions please feel free to
contact me.

Sincerely,

%m_ O_ Halto~_

Jean A. Walton
National Register Assistant

encl.



Aty i Odet (hantoupun Auditonism
RS Farsas Rk, Shelbyvulla, $llincis

CHAUTAUQUA AUDITORIUM COMMISSION / PHONE 217/774-3722 / SHELBYVILLE, ILLINOIS 62565

Senator Charles Percy
Washington, D.C. 20240
December 29,1977

Dear sir:

The Commission wishes to express its concern to you
about the delay in listing the Chautauqua Auditorium
in Shelbyville, Illinois, as a National Historic Site.

Local and area interest in the preservation of this
remarkable structure continues to be so great that it
prompted the formation of the Auditorium Commission to
superV1se the building's use and maintenance. The property
is owned by the City of Shelbyville, and has been a
favorite spot for entertainment, public functions, and
political activity for four generations of Central
Illinoians.

We had understood from the Mayor's correspondence with

William J. Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register,

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service,
that this listing was a real and advantageous possibility,
but have heard no more for over a year. Your constituents
in Shelbyville will appreciate any help you can give us

to expedite this matter.

Very truly yours,

{«mpwé// w7/ ¢¢/V

Dorothy T. Yantls
Secretary, Auditorium Commission

cc: Senator Adlai E. Stevenson III
L~ Senator Charles Percy
Rep. George Shipley
William J. Murtagh

Director

Department of Conservation
602 State Office Building
400 S. Spring Street
Springfield, Illinois 62706




WASO-166 U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR RALE /
(August 1971) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ;.7
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2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. if needed)
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B Domteon

TITLE OFFICE

PA N.R




January 19, 1978

Mr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

National Register of Historic Places

Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation
National Park Service

Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

Enclosed please find the additional current photograph
which was requested for the Chautauqua Auditorium in
Shelbyville, Illinois.

If I can be of any further assistance, please contact

me -
Sincerely,
(:Rﬂbmqw(; ?AMf\CkAhAAJLfﬁl%_
Anne E. Manuell
Cultural Resources Assistant
AEM/]s

Enclosure



In Reply Refer Teot
R0 2/, /58 ol (6,
(Lomnt
/
Honorable Charles H, Percy W/
United States Senate
Washington, D.C,

Bear Senator Pareyt

Thank you for yeur inquiry on behalf of lia, Dorothy T, Yamtis about
mmamw Shelbyville, Illineis,
to tha National Register Historic Places,

This nemination 1s pending st the YNatiomal Register until additicmal
photographe of the structure are received, The Natiouszl Register

We appraciste yeur iaterest in historiec preservation,
Sincevely yours,

Bofe Hera bt / Ty shat

\D%,J Assistmat Secratary for Fish amd
Wildlife and Parks :

Enclosure
beet (cLR)

Mr. David Kemmey

Director, Department of Comservation

602 State Office Building

400 South Spring Street

Springfield, Illinois 62706 ) w/c of inec.

Sec's Reading File (2) bt CL
Regional Director/Midwest )

001~Reading File 160 190) 700 760 880

NP iBPrandsentCRB:cgectl/27/78 | 523-0431

C RETAINED IN 380




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

Date Entered JAN 3 0 1978

Name Location
Chatsuqua Anditorium Shelbyville ;
Sheldby Mty
Also Notified
Hon. Adlai E. Steveanson State mmw Preservation Officer
Hon. Charles H. Percy Mr. David Kemney
Hon. George E. Shipley Direstor, uﬁmumm
602 lun Office lu:l.‘l.ﬂa.
Regional Director, Midwest Ragion 400 South

880 Mott/js 1/31/78 Springfield, mm 62706



DATE:

. NR Dat a S heet ) Reviewer . INITIALS: o
= poe  JAN 3 0 1978
NAME 5 17 ApPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: Chatauqua Auditorium
OTHER NAMES: Shelbyville Auditorium

LOCATION:
STREET & NUMBER Forest Park at NE 9th St.
arv.ows Shelbyville CONGRESSIONALDISTRICT  22nd ‘

VICINITY OF d
sue  T1linois 17 county race

Shelby = 173

PRIVATE STATE @ MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER

FEDERAL (AGENCY NAME) :

OWNER OF PROPERTY (circie)

ADMINISTRATOR(underline)
NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST@

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

ol
Substantially intact-3

_.unknown -6
_ Kot applicakle-9

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST

JNTERIOR ERIOR
X substantially intact-1 ¥ Substantially intact-2

— unknown - 4 __ unknown .-5
— not applicable - 7 __not applicable -~ 8

«~Interior, exterior, cnvirsns not intact-0

FEATURES:

. CONDITION = Jcnum __DETERIORATED saLreren Jmmmt SITE
—GooD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED -Reconstrmcted ~Unknown
—Unexcavated —Excavated '
R ACCERS — &-—rest-..-l_rj;::/i-.gﬂ7 Yes-urrestricted No access Cnknown
. historic district ? YES NO.,
B WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES No_
IF YES, NAME:
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES NO
) ' IF YES, NAME: -
ADAPTIVE USE; YES No. Saved ? YES 1o "
FUNCTION (S): {use vbcabulary words) J
then- audipaum .
Nnow- game,
SIGNIFICANCE:
—ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION . —entertainment
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORC —_CONSERVATION —1aw/Gov't/politics _science ~-health
—AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —_UTERATURE ‘ —Tecreation
Larchirecrune —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIALZHUMANITARIAN  __settlement
—ART —_ENGINEERING —MUSIC ‘ —socio/cultural
—COMMERCE —EXPLORATION —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION —urban & commun
—COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY ~~POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) planning
. —INVENTION =
Claims _
tt o "
first? vos wo t¢oldest?? ves  wo ‘tonly?2? ves o




ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:

arehiteet A builder: |4 . B. Trout engineer;

landscape/garden designer: | artist/artisan:
Interior decorator: builder/contractop-

ETHNIC GROUP:;

NAMES:

personal
(label role
&
appropriate date)
events
institutional

DATES: DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) H03
* DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): )} QM

L]
SOURCE: (¢r youmarion PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV*T MUNICIPAL  COUNTY
AR

OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY:

ACREAGE:

* (to nearest tenth of an acre)

4 within Forest Part- ou.}.uj pani,

CONI MENTS: (include architectural information here)

poluygmal suclune (20
Aaly 5 000

m%mhwmmdm 6y Hu mu - populan @hatauqua Mauruat o
e \oka - qinc.

S IGNI FICANC E: {maximum two sentences)





