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This chapter contains Illinois’s general animal protection and related statutes with an effective date on or before 
September 1, 2018. It begins with a detailed overview of the provisions contained in these laws, followed by the full 
text of the statutes themselves. The various provisions are organized into categories with the relevant part of each 
statute italicized.  
 
Illinois may employ similar provisions within other non-animal-specific criminal and civil statutes; may have other 
more specific statutes in addition to those included; and may have a variety of animal-related regulations in effect. 
Because the law is continually evolving, always review an official source for the most current language of any statute. 
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  ILLINOIS 

 1. DEFINITION OF “ANIMAL” “[E]very living creature, domestic or wild, but does not include man” 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/2.01 

2.  GENERAL CRUELTY * Definitions 

510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/2.01a, 2.03, 2.06, 2.10 
 
Owner’s duties  
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3 
1st offense: Class B misdemeanor 
Subsequent offenses: Class 4 felony 
 
Cruel treatment 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.01 
1st offense: Class A misdemeanor 
Subsequent offenses: Class 4 felony 
 
Aggravated cruelty to companion animals 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.02 
1st offense: Class 4 felony 
Subsequent offenses: Class 3 felony 
 
Torture 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.03  
Class 3 felony 
 
Depiction of animal cruelty 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.03-1 
1st offense: Class A misdemeanor 
Subsequent offenses: Class 4 felony 
 
 
Interfering with police or service animals  
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.03 
1st offense: Class A misdemeanor 
Subsequent offenses: Class 4 felony 
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Injuring or killing police animals, service animals or search and rescue 
dogs  
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.04 
1st offense: Class 4 felony 
Subsequent offenses: Class 3 felony 
 
Poisoning  
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/6 
1st offense: Class A misdemeanor 
Subsequent offenses: Class 4 felony 
 
Confinement of animals in motor vehicles 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/7.1 
1st offense: Class C misdemeanor 
Subsequent offenses: Class B misdemeanor 

3.  EXEMPTIONS  Other 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.02(a) 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/16.1 
 
Veterinary practice, research animals, wildlife, accepted farm animal 
husbandry practices, slaughter, other 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.03(b) 
 
Research animals, accepted farm animal husbandry practices, rodeo, 
other 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.03-1(b) 
 
Veterinary practice 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/6 
 
Research animals 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/10(a) 
 
Wildlife, accepted farm animal husbandry practices, slaughter, pest 
control 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/13(g) 
 
Veterinary practice, accepted farm animal husbandry practices 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/12-35 
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4. FIGHTING & RACKETEERING Procedural matters relating to the seizure of animals used in fighting 
located in the seizure section of this document. 
 
Various animal fighting activities (including spectatorship)  
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.01 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/48-1 
1st offense: Class 4 felony 
Subsequent offenses: Class 3 felony 
 
Dogfighting is a predicate offense for racketeering charges 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/33G-3 
 
Parent/guardian bringing a child under 13 to a dogfight 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/48-1 
1st offense: Class 3 felony 
Subsequent offenses: Class 2 felony 

5. SEXUAL ASSAULT Sexual conduct or contact with an animal 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/12-35 
Generally: Class 4 felony 
In the presence of a minor or causing serious physical harm/death to 
animal: Class 3 felony 

 6.  MAXIMUM PENALTIES & 

STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS** 
If penalties are not specified, first violation is a Class B misdemeanor 
and second or subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/17 
 
Class C misdemeanor 
30 days imprisonment and  $1,500 fine 
730 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/5-4.5-65  
 
Class B misdemeanor 
6 months imprisonment and  $1,500 fine 
730 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/5-4.5-60 
 
Class A misdemeanor 
1 year imprisonment and $2,500 fine 
730 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/5-4.5-55 
 
 



P a g e | 5  

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF ILLINOIS 
 

 
ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF THE USA (13TH EDITION) 

© 2018 Animal Legal Defense Fund 

Class 4 felony  
3 years imprisonment and $25,000 fine 
730 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/5-4.5-45 
730 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/5-4.5-50  
 
Class 3 felony 
5 years imprisonment and $25,000 fine 
730 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/5-4.5-40  
730 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/5-4.5-50 
 
Statute of Limitations 
Misdemeanor: 1 year and 6 months 
720 Ill. Comp. Stat.  § 5/3-5(b) 
Felony: 3 years 
720 Ill. Comp. Stat.  § 5/3-5(b) 

7.  CROSS ENFORCEMENT & 

REPORTING 
Animal control officers and Illinois Department of Agriculture Bureau 
of Animal Health and Welfare field investigators must report suspected 
child abuse and neglect; all mandatory child abuse and neglect 
reporters may report suspected animal abuse and neglect. 
325 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/4 
   

Certain social service professionals must report suspected animal 
abuse and neglect. 
325 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/11.8 
  
Animal control officers and other animal-related professionals must 
report suspected child abuse; select social service professionals must 
report suspected animal abuse and neglect; both are immune from 
civil and criminal liability for good faith reporting, and their identity is 
confidential. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/18 

8.  VETERINARIAN REPORTING & 

IMMUNITY 
No exception to the mandatory reporting requirement for suspected 
acts of aggravated cruelty, torture, and animal fighting. 
225 ILL. COMP. STAT. 115/25.19 
 
Any veterinarian who observes or is presented with an animal for the 
treatment of aggravated cruelty or torture must file a report and has 
immunity from civil or criminal liability for reports made in good faith. 
225 ILL. COMP. STAT. 115/25.19 
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510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.07 
 
Any veterinarian who is presented with an animal for treatment of 
injuries or wounds resulting from fighting in violation of the law shall 
file a report and has immunity from civil or criminal liability for reports 
made in good faith. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.01(k), 70/4.02(b) 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/48-1(l) 
   
Veterinarian assisting in certain investigations and acting in good faith 
are immune from any civil or criminal liability.  
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/10(b) 
   
Any veterinarian, and other person, who in good faith provides 
emergency care or treatment to an animal due to an emergency or a 
disaster has civil immunity.  
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/16.5 
 
Veterinarians treating injuries consistent with dogfighting must report 
to Department of Agriculture and have civil immunity for doing so. 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/48-1 

9.  LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICIES Upon receiving a complaint of a suspected violation, a Department 
investigator, any law enforcement official, or an approved humane 
investigator has specific authority to investigate the complaint. 

510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/10(a) 

10.  SEIZURE  Law enforcement officers may take temporary custody of a cat or dog 
exposed to extreme heat or cold which may result in injury or death.  
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.01 
 
Any law enforcement officer making an arrest for certain offenses 
involving companion animals, may lawfully take possession of the 
companion animals in the possession of the person arrested. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.04(a) 
 
Court may order person charged to care for animals that are the basis 
of the charge without their removal from their existing location. Law 
enforcement, Department investigator, humane and animal control 
officers may be authorized to supervise. 
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510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.05(f) 
 
Animals, equipment, and certain vehicles and conveyances used in the 
violation shall be seized. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.01(i), 70/4.02(a) 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/48-1(j) 
 
Any law enforcement officer making an arrest shall lawfully take 
possession of all animals and all paraphernalia, implements, or other 
property or things used or employed, or about to be employed, in the 
violation of any animal fighting provisions. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.02 

 

After receiving complaints alleging animal abuse, law enforcement, 
state department of agriculture investigators, and approved humane 
investigators may search certain premises. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/10(a)  
 
A failure to take ordered corrective action permits humane officer to 
request authorization to impound animals. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/11  
 
Department of agriculture may impound animals.  
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/12 
 
Court may order the seizure of all animals involved in the alleged 
violation as a condition of bond.  
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/12-35(h) 

11.  COURTROOM ANIMAL 

ADVOCATE PROGRAM 
----- 

12. PROTECTION ORDERS† 725 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/112A-14(a),(b)(11.5)  

13. RESTITUTION †  Security for costs of care may be ordered for animal seized from 
animal fight 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.05 
 
Security deposit to cover costs of care for impounded animals may be 
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ordered. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.05(a) 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.02(a) 
 
Any outstanding costs incurred for costs of care pending the 
disposition of the case and any costs incurred in disposing of the 
animals must be borne by the person convicted. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.06(a) 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.02(a) 
 
Impoundment expenses constitute lien on impounded animals. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/12(a) 
 
Any expense incurred in the impoundment shall remain outstanding 
until satisfied by the owner or the person from whom the animal or 
animals were impounded. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/12(c) 
 

Court may order offender to make reimbursement for any reasonable 
costs incurred for the care and maintenance of the animal. 

720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/12-35(f) 

 

Restitution is required for some offenses, and discretionary in all 
others. 
730 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/5-5-6 

14.  FORFEITURE & POSSESSION 

BANS † 
Pre-trial forfeiture may be ordered in certain cases. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.04(a) 
 
Upon conviction, the court may order animal victim forfeited, and may 
prohibit future ownership of animals by the offender and certain other 
persons in the same household. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.04(c) 
 
Impounded animals are forfeited if defendant fails to post required 
security; no person residing in defendant’s household may adopt 
forfeited animals.  
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.05(c) 
 
Upon conviction, seized companion animals and animals use for 



P a g e | 9  

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF ILLINOIS 
 

 
ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF THE USA (13TH EDITION) 

© 2018 Animal Legal Defense Fund 

fighting are forfeited. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.06(a) 
 
Prohibited to adopt animal to person who forfeited animal or person 
residing in home. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4 
 
Certain vehicles or conveyance used in the violation shall be offered 
for sale at public auction, with the proceeds going to the county. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.01(j) 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/48-1(k) 
 
Upon conviction all animals used in fighting shall be forfeited; the 
defendant or any person residing in the defendant’s household may 
not adopt any such forfeited animals.  
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.02(a) 
 
Hearing officer has authority over disposition of impounded animals if 
owner requests hearing; animals not claimed within 7 days may be 
forfeited. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/12(c) 
 
Upon conviction for sexual assault of an animal, the court may order 
that defendant not harbor animals or reside in any household where 
animals are present; and to relinquish and permanently forfeit all 
animals residing in the household. 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/12-35(f) 
   
 

Certain felons may not own, possess, have custody or reside with non-
sterilized or “vicious” dogs for a period of ten years following release 
from incarceration. 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/12-36 
 
Court may order the offender and persons dwelling in the same 
household as the convicted person who conspired, aided, or abetted in 
the unlawful act that was the basis of the conviction, or who knew or 
should have known of the unlawful act, not to own, harbor, or have 
custody or control of any other animals for a certain period of time. 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/48-1(m),(n) 

15.  COURT-ORDERED Evaluation and treatment may be ordered; required in cases where 
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*     States may have other more specific statutes in addition to the general animal protection statutes 
referenced in this table. 

**   Despite statutory maximums, states often employ sentencing guidelines that may significantly alter 
the allowable sentence. 

†    This table generally references only those provisions that are within each state’s animal protection 
statutes. States may employ similar provisions within other non-animal-specific criminal and civil 
statutes, and may also have a variety of animal-related regulations in effect. 

  

TREATMENT† offender is a juvenile or animal hoarders.  
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3(d) 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.01(d) 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.02(c) 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.03-1(c) 
Evaluation and treatment required in sentencing for animal torture. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.03(c)  

 

Evaluation and counseling may be ordered. 

720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/12-35(f) 

 16. HOT CARS No one may leave an animal in a motor vehicle if doing so threatens 
the animal’s life/health 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT 70/7.1 
1st violation: Class C misdemeanor 
Subsequent violations: Class B misdemeanor 
 
Law enforcement may enter vehicle to rescue animal in life or health 
threatening situation 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT 70/7.1 

17. CIVIL NUISANCE ABATEMENT ----- 

18. AG-GAG LAWS ----- 

19. BREED SPECIFIC LEGISLATION Any municipality may control and regulate dogs, cats or other animals, 
provided no regulation or ordinance is specific to breed. 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/24  
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1. DEFINITION OF “ANIMAL” 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/2.01. Animal. 
 
“Animal” means every living creature, domestic or wild, but does not include man. 
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2.  GENERAL CRUELTY 

 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/2.01a. Companion animal. 
 
“Companion animal” means an animal that is commonly considered to be, or is considered by 
the owner to be, a pet. “Companion animal” includes, but is not limited to, canines, felines, and 
equines. 
 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/2.03. Department investigator; approved humane investigator. 
 
“Department investigator” or “approved humane investigator” means a person employed by or 
approved by the Department to determine whether there has been a violation of this Act or an 
animal control warden or animal control administrator appointed under the Animal Control Act. 
 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/2.06. Owner defined. 
 
“Owner” means any person who (a) has a right of property in an animal, (b) keeps or harbors an 
animal, (c) has an animal in his care, or (d) acts as custodian of an animal. 
 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/2.10. Companion animal hoarder. 
 
“Companion animal hoarder” means a person who (i) possesses a large number of companion 
animals; (ii) fails to or is unable to provide what he or she is required to provide under Section 3 
of this Act; (iii) keeps the companion animals in a severely overcrowded environment; and (iv) 
displays an inability to recognize or understand the nature of or has a reckless disregard for the 
conditions under which the companion animals are living and the deleterious impact they have 
on the companion animals’ and owner’s health and well-being. 
 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3. Owner’s duties. 
 

(a) Each owner shall provide for each of his or her animals: 
(1) a sufficient quantity of good quality, wholesome food and water; 
(2) adequate shelter and protection from the weather; 
(3) veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering; and 
(4) humane care and treatment. 

(b) To lawfully tether a dog outdoors, an owner must ensure that the dog: 
(1) does not suffer from a condition that is known, by that person, to be 

exacerbated by tethering; 
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(2) is tethered in a manner that will prevent it from becoming entangled with other 
tethered dogs; 

(3) is not tethered with a lead that (i) exceeds one-eighth of the dog's body weight 
or (ii) is a tow chain or a log chain; 

(4) is tethered with a lead that measures, when rounded to the nearest whole foot, 
at least 10 feet in length;  

(5) is tethered with a properly fitting harness or collar other than the lead or a 
pinch, prong, or choke-type collar; and  

(6) is not tethered in a manner that will allow it to reach within the property of 
another person, a public walkway, or a road. 

(c) Subsection (b) of this Section shall not be construed to prohibit: 
(1) a person from walking a dog with a hand-held leash; 
(2) conduct that is directly related to the cultivating of agricultural products, 

including shepherding or herding cattle or livestock, if the restraint is reasonably 
necessary for the safety of the dog; 

(3) the tethering of a dog while at an organized and lawful animal function, such as 
hunting, obedience training, performance and conformance events, or law 
enforcement training, or while in the pursuit of working or competing in those 
endeavors; or  

(4) a dog restrained in compliance with the requirements of a camping or 
recreational area as defined by a federal, State, or local authority or jurisdiction. 

(d) A person convicted of violating subsection (a) of this Section is guilty of a Class B 
misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation of subsection (a) of this Section is a 
Class 4 felony with every day that a violation continues constituting a separate offense. 
In addition to any other penalty provided by law, upon conviction for violating 
subsection (a) of this Section, the court may order the convicted person to undergo a 
psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo any treatment at the convicted 
person's expense that the court determines to be appropriate after due consideration of 
the evaluation. If the convicted person is a juvenile or a companion animal hoarder, the 
court must order the convicted person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric 
evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court determines to be appropriate after 
due consideration of the evaluation. 

(e) A person convicted of violating subsection (b) of this Section is guilty of a Class B 
misdemeanor. 

(f) As used in this Section, "tether" means to restrain by tying to an object or structure, 
including, without limitation, a house, tree, fence, post, garage, shed, or clothes line at a 
person's residence or business, by any means, including, without limitation, a chain, 
rope, cord, leash, or running line. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.01. Cruel treatment. 
 

(a) No person or owner may beat, cruelly treat, torment, starve, overwork or otherwise 
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abuse any animal. 
(b) No owner may abandon any animal where it may become a public charge or may suffer 

injury, hunger or exposure. 
(c) No owner of a dog or cat that is a companion animal may expose the dog or cat in a 

manner that places the dog or cat in a life-threatening situation for a prolonged period 
of time in extreme heat or cold conditions that: 

(1) results in injury to or death of the animal; or 
(2) results in hypothermia, hyperthermia, frostbite, or similar condition as diagnosed 

by a doctor of veterinary medicine. 
(c-5)  Nothing in this Section shall prohibit an animal from being impounded in an emergency 

situation under subsection (b) of Section 12 of this Act [510 ILCS 70/12]. 
(c-10) Nothing in this Section shall prohibit a law enforcement officer from taking temporary 

custody of a dog or cat that is a companion animal that is exposed in a manner that 
places the dog or cat in a life-threatening situation for a prolonged period of time in 
extreme heat or cold conditions that may result in injury or death of the dog or cat or 
may result in hypothermia, hyperthermia, frostbite, or similar condition. Upon taking 
temporary custody of the dog or cate under this subsection (c-10), the law 
enforcement officer shall attempt to contact the owner of the dog or cat and shall seek 
emergency veterinary care for the animal as soon as available. The law enforcement 
officer shall leave information of the location of the dog or cat if the owner cannot be 
reached. The owner of the dog or cat is responsible for any costs of providing care to 
the dog or cat.  

(d) A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A second 
or subsequent conviction for a violation of this Section is a Class 4 felony. In addition to 
any other penalty provided by law, a person who is convicted of violating subsection (a) 
upon a companion animal in the presence of a child, as defined in Section 12-0.1 of the 
Criminal Code of 2012 [720 ILCS 5/12-0.1], shall be subject to a fine of $250 and ordered 
to perform community service for not less than 100 hours. In addition to any other 
penalty provided by law, upon conviction for violating this Section, the court may order 
the convicted person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to 
undergo any treatment at the convicted person’s expense that the court determines to 
be appropriate after due consideration of the evidence. If the convicted person is a 
juvenile or a companion animal hoarder, the court must order the convicted person to 
undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the 
court determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.02. Aggravated cruelty. 
     

(a) No person may intentionally commit an act that causes a companion animal to suffer 
serious injury or death. Aggravated cruelty does not include euthanasia of a companion 
animal through recognized methods approved by the Department of Agriculture unless 
prohibited under subsection (b). 
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(b) No individual, except a licensed veterinarian as exempted under Section 3.09, may 
knowingly or intentionally euthanize or authorize the euthanasia of a companion animal 
by use of carbon monoxide. 

(c) A person convicted of violating Section 3.02 is guilty of a Class 4 felony. A second or 
subsequent violation is a Class 3 felony. In addition to any other penalty provided by 
law, upon conviction for violating this Section, the court may order the convicted person 
to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo any treatment at 
the convicted person’s expense that the court determines to be appropriate after due 
consideration of the evaluation. If the convicted person is a juvenile or a companion 
animal hoarder, the court must order the convicted person to undergo a psychological 
or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court determines to be 
appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.03. Animal torture. 
 

(a) A person commits animal torture when that person without legal justification knowingly 
or intentionally tortures an animal. For purposes of this Section, and subject to 
subsection (b), “torture” means infliction of or subjection to extreme physical pain, 
motivated by an intent to increase or prolong the pain, suffering, or agony of the animal. 

(b) For the purposes of this Section, “animal torture” does not include any death, harm, or 
injury caused to any animal by any of the following activities: 

(1) any hunting, fishing, trapping, or other activity allowed under the Wildlife Code, 
the Wildlife Habitat Management Areas Act, or the Fish and Aquatic Life Code;  

(2) any alteration or destruction of any animal done by any person or unit of 
government pursuant to statute, ordinance, court order, or the direction of a 
licensed veterinarian; 

(3) any alteration or destruction of any animal by any person for any legitimate 
purpose, including, but not limited to: castration, culling, declawing, defanging, 
ear cropping, euthanasia, gelding, grooming, neutering, polling, shearing, 
shoeing, slaughtering, spaying, tail docking, and vivisection; and 

(4) any other activity that may be lawfully done to an animal. 
(c) A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class 3 felony. As a condition of 

the sentence imposed under this Section, the court shall order the offender to undergo 
a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court 
determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.03-1. Depiction of animal cruelty. 
 

(a) “Depiction of animal cruelty” means any visual or auditory depiction, including any 
photograph, motion-picture film, video recording, electronic image, or sound recording, 
that would constitute a violation of Section 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, or 4.01 of the Humane Care 
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for Animals Act or Section 26- 5 of the Criminal Code of 1961or the Criminal Code of 
2012.  

(b) No person may knowingly create, sell, market, offer to market or sell, or possess a 
depiction of animal cruelty. No person may place that depiction in commerce for 
commercial gain or entertainment. This Section does not apply when the depiction has 
religious, political, scientific, educational, law enforcement or humane investigator 
training, journalistic, artistic, or historical value; or involves rodeos, sanctioned livestock 
events, or normal husbandry practices. 
The creation, sale, marketing, offering to sell or market, or possession of the depiction of 
animal cruelty is illegal regardless of whether the maiming, mutilation, torture, 
wounding, abuse, killing, or any other conduct took place in this State. 

(c) Any person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A 
second or subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony. In addition to any other penalty 
provided by law, upon conviction for violating this Section, the court may order the 
convicted person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo 
any treatment at the convicted person’s expense that the court determines to be 
appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. If the convicted person is a 
juvenile, the court shall order the convicted person to undergo a psychological or 
psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court determines to be 
appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.03. Teasing, striking or tampering with police animals, service 
animals, accelerant detection dogs, or search and rescue dogs prohibited 
 
Teasing, striking or tampering with police animals, service animals, accelerant detection dogs, 
or search and rescue dogs prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully and 
maliciously taunt, torment, tease, beat, strike, or administer or subject any desensitizing drugs, 
chemicals, or substance to (i) any animal used by a law enforcement officer in the performance 
of his or her functions or duties, or when placed in confinement off duty, (ii) any service animal, 
(iii) any search and rescue dog, (iv) any police, service, or search and rescue animal in training, 
or (v) any accelerant detection canine used by a fire officer for arson investigations in the 
performance of his or her functions or while off duty. It is unlawful for any person to interfere or 
meddle with (i) any animal used by a law enforcement department or agency or any handler 
thereof in the performance of the functions or duties of the department or agency, (ii) any 
service animal, (iii) any search and rescue dog, (iv) any law enforcement, service, or search and 
rescue animal in training, or (v) any accelerant detection canine used by a fire officer for arson 
investigations in the performance of his or her functions or while off duty. 
 
Any person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A second or 
subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony. 
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510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.04. Injuring or killing police animals, service animals, accelerant 
detection dogs, or search and rescue dogs prohibited 
 
Injuring or killing police animals, service animals, accelerant detection dogs, or search and 
rescue dogs prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully or maliciously torture, 
mutilate, injure, disable, poison, or kill (i) any animal used by a law enforcement department or 
agency in the performance of the functions or duties of the department or agency or when 
placed in confinement off duty, (ii) any service animal, (iii) any search and rescue dog, (iv) any 
law enforcement, service, or search and rescue animal in training, or (v) any accelerant 
detection canine used by a fire officer for arson investigations in the performance of his or her 
functions or while off duty. However, a police officer or veterinarian may perform euthanasia in 
emergency situations when delay would cause the animal undue suffering and pain. 
 
A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class 4 felony if the animal is not killed 
or totally disabled; if the animal is killed or totally disabled, the person is guilty of a Class 3 
felony. 
 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/6. Poisoning prohibited.  
 
No person may knowingly poison or cause to be poisoned any dog or other domestic animal. 
The only exception will be by written permit from the Department for the purpose of 
controlling diseases transmissible to humans or other animals and only when all other methods 
and means have been exhausted. Such a written permit shall name the person or persons 
conducting the poisoning, specify the products to be used, give the boundaries of the area 
involved, and specify the precautionary measures to be employed to insure the safety of 
humans and other animals. 
 
This Section does not prohibit the use of a euthanasia drug by a euthanasia agency for the 
purpose of animal euthanasia, provided that the euthanasia drug is used by or under the 
direction of a licensed veterinarian or certified euthanasia technician, all as defined in and 
subject to the Humane Euthanasia in Animal Shelters Act.  
 
A person convicted of violating this Section or any rule, regulation, or order of the Department 
pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation is a Class 
4 felony. 
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3.  EXEMPTIONS 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.02. Aggravated cruelty. 
     

(a) No person may intentionally commit an act that causes a companion animal to suffer 
serious injury or death. Aggravated cruelty does not include euthanasia of a companion 
animal through recognized methods approved by the Department of Agriculture unless 
prohibited under subsection (b). 

(b) No individual, except a licensed veterinarian as exempted under Section 3.09, may 
knowingly or intentionally euthanize or authorize the euthanasia of a companion animal 
by use of carbon monoxide. 

(c) A person convicted of violating Section 3.02 is guilty of a Class 4 felony. A second or 
subsequent violation is a Class 3 felony. In addition to any other penalty provided by 
law, upon conviction for violating this Section, the court may order the convicted person 
to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo any treatment at 
the convicted person’s expense that the court determines to be appropriate after due 
consideration of the evaluation. If the convicted person is a juvenile or a companion 
animal hoarder, the court must order the convicted person to undergo a psychological 
or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court determines to be 
appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.03. Animal torture. 
 

(a) A person commits animal torture when that person without legal justification knowingly 
or intentionally tortures an animal. For purposes of this Section, and subject to 
subsection (b), “torture” means infliction of or subjection to extreme physical pain, 
motivated by an intent to increase or prolong the pain, suffering, or agony of the 
animal. 

(b) For the purposes of this Section, “animal torture” does not include any death, harm, or 
injury caused to any animal by any of the following activities: 

(1) any hunting, fishing, trapping, or other activity allowed under the Wildlife Code, 
the Wildlife Habitat Management Areas Act, or the Fish and Aquatic Life Code;  

(2) any alteration or destruction of any animal done by any person or unit of 
government pursuant to statute, ordinance, court order, or the direction of a 
licensed veterinarian; 

(3) any alteration or destruction of any animal by any person for any legitimate 
purpose, including, but not limited to: castration, culling, declawing, defanging, 
ear cropping, euthanasia, gelding, grooming, neutering, polling, shearing, 
shoeing, slaughtering, spaying, tail docking, and vivisection; and 

(4) any other activity that may be lawfully done to an animal. 
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(c) A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class 3 felony. As a condition of 
the sentence imposed under this Section, the court shall order the offender to undergo 
a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court 
determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.03-1. Depiction of animal cruelty. 
 

(a) “Depiction of animal cruelty” means any visual or auditory depiction, including any 
photograph, motion-picture film, video recording, electronic image, or sound recording, 
that would constitute a violation of Section 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, or 4.01 of the Humane Care 
for Animals Act or Section 26- 5 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 
2012.  

(b) No person may knowingly create, sell, market, offer to market or sell, or possess a 
depiction of animal cruelty. No person may place that depiction in commerce for 
commercial gain or entertainment. This Section does not apply when the depiction has 
religious, political, scientific, educational, law enforcement or humane investigator 
training, journalistic, artistic, or historical value; or involves rodeos, sanctioned livestock 
events, or normal husbandry practices. 
The creation, sale, marketing, offering to sell or market, or possession of the depiction 
of animal cruelty is illegal regardless of whether the maiming, mutilation, torture, 
wounding, abuse, killing, or any other conduct took place in this State. 

(c) Any person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A 
second or subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony. In addition to any other penalty 
provided by law, upon conviction for violating this Section, the court may order the 
convicted person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo 
any treatment at the convicted person’s expense that the court determines to be 
appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. If the convicted person is a 
juvenile, the court shall order the convicted person to undergo a psychological or 
psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court determines to be 
appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/6. Poisoning prohibited. 
 
No person may knowingly poison or cause to be poisoned any dog or other domestic animal. 
The only exception will be by written permit from the Department for the purpose of 
controlling diseases transmissible to humans or other animals and only when all other methods 
and means have been exhausted. Such a written permit shall name the person or persons 
conducting the poisoning, specify the products to be used, give the boundaries of the area 
involved, and specify the precautionary measures to be employed to insure the safety of 
humans and other animals. 
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This Section does not prohibit the use of a euthanasia drug by a euthanasia agency for the 
purpose of animal euthanasia, provided that the euthanasia drug is used by or under the 
direction of a licensed veterinarian or certified euthanasia technician, all as defined in and 
subject to the Humane Euthanasia in Animal Shelters Act.  
 
A person convicted of violating this Section or any rule, regulation, or order of the Department 
pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation is a Class 
4 felony. 
 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/10. Investigation of complaints. 
 

(a) Upon receiving a complaint of a suspected violation of this Act, a Department 
investigator, any law enforcement official, or an approved humane investigator may, for 
the purpose of investigating the allegations of the complaint, enter during normal 
business hours upon any premises where the animal or animals described in the 
complaint are housed or kept, provided such entry shall not be made into any building 
which is a person’s residence, except by search warrant or court order. Institutions 
operating under federal license to conduct laboratory experimentation utilizing animals 
for research or medical purposes are, however, exempt from the provisions of this 
Section. State’s Attorneys and law enforcement officials shall provide such assistance as 
may be required in the conduct of such investigations. Any such investigation requiring 
legal procedures shall be immediately reported to the Department. No employee or 
representative of the Department shall enter a livestock management facility unless 
sanitized footwear is used, or unless the owner or operator of the facility waives this 
requirement. The employee or representative must also use any other reasonable 
disease prevention procedures or equipment provided by the owner or operator of the 
facility. The animal control administrator and animal control wardens appointed under 
the Animal Control Act shall be authorized to make investigations complying with this 
Section for alleged violations of Sections 3, 3.01, 3.02, and 3.03 pertaining to companion 
animals. The animals impounded shall remain under the jurisdiction of the animal 
control administrator and be held in an animal shelter licensed under the Animal 
Welfare Act.  

(b) Any veterinarian acting in good faith is immune from any civil or criminal liability 
resulting from his or her actions under this Section. The good faith on the part of the 
veterinarian is presumed. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/13. Normal husbandry practices—construction with other acts. 
 
Nothing in this Act affects normal, good husbandry practices utilized by any person in the 
production of food, companion or work animals, or in the extermination of undesirable pests. In 
case of any alleged conflict between this Act, or regulations adopted hereunder, and the 
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“Wildlife Code of Illinois” [735 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/3-101] or “An Act to define and require the use 
of humane methods in the handling, preparation for slaughter, and slaughter of livestock for 
meat or meat products to be offered for sale”, approved July 26, 1967, as amended [735 ILL. 
COMP. STAT. 5/3-101], the provisions of those Acts shall prevail. 
 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/16.1. Defenses. 
 
It is not a defense to violations of this Act for the person committing the violation to assert that 
he or she had rights of ownership in the animal that was the victim of the violation. 
 
 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/12-35. Sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal. 
 

(a) A person may not knowingly engage in any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an 
animal. 

(b) A person may not knowingly cause, aid, or abet another person to engage in any sexual 
conduct or sexual contact with an animal. 

(c) A person may not knowingly permit any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal 
to be conducted on any premises under his or her charge or control. 

(d) A person may not knowingly engage in, promote, aid, or abet any activity involving any 
sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal for a commercial or recreational 
purpose. 

(e) Sentence. A person who violates this Section is guilty of a Class 4 felony. A person who 
violates this Section in the presence of a person under 18 years of age or causes the 
animal serious physical injury or death is guilty of a Class 3 felony. 

(f) In addition to the penalty imposed in subsection (e), the court may order that the 
defendant do any of the following: 

(1) Not harbor animals or reside in any household where animals are present for a 
reasonable period of time or permanently, if necessary. 

(2) Relinquish and permanently forfeit all animals residing in the household to a 
recognized or duly organized animal shelter or humane society. 

(3) Undergo a psychological evaluation and counseling at defendant’s expense. 
(4) Reimburse the animal shelter or humane society for any reasonable costs 

incurred for the care and maintenance of the animal involved in the sexual 
conduct or sexual contact in addition to any animals relinquished to the animal 
shelter or humane society. 

(g) Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prohibit accepted animal husbandry 
practices or accepted veterinary medical practices by a licensed veterinarian or certified 
veterinary technician. 

(h) If the court has reasonable grounds to believe that a violation of this Section has 
occurred, the court may order the seizure of all animals involved in the alleged violation 
as a condition of bond of a person charged with a violation of this Section. 
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(i) In this Section: 
“Animal” means every creature, either alive or dead, other than a human being. 
 
“Sexual conduct” means any knowing touching or fondling by a person, either directly or 
through clothing, of the sex organs or anus of an animal or any transfer or transmission 
of semen by the person upon any part of the animal, for the purpose of sexual 
gratification or arousal of the person. 
 
“Sexual contact” means any contact, however slight, between the sex organ or anus of a 
person and the sex organ, mouth, or anus of an animal, or any intrusion, however slight, 
of any part of the body of the person into the sex organ or anus of an animal, for the 
purpose of sexual gratification or arousal of the person. Evidence of emission of semen 
is not required to prove sexual contact.  
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4. FIGHTING AND RACKETEERING 
 
NOTE: Procedural matters relating to the seizure of animals used in fighting located in the 
seizure section of this document. 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.01. Animals in entertainment. 
 
This Section does not apply when the only animals involved are dogs. (Section 48-1 of the 
Criminal Code of 2012, rather than this Section, applies when the only animals involved are 
dogs.) 

(a) No person may own, capture, breed, train, or lease any animal which he or she knows or 
should know is intended for use in any show, exhibition, program, or other activity 
featuring or otherwise involving a fight between such animal and any other animal or 
human, or the intentional killing of any animal for the purpose of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment. 

(b) No person shall promote, conduct, carry on, advertise, collect money for or in any other 
manner assist or aid in the presentation for purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment, any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight 
between 2 or more animals or any animal and human, or the intentional killing of any 
animal. 

(c) No person shall sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move, or deliver or 
receive any animal which he or she knows or should know has been captured, bred, or 
trained, or will be used, to fight another animal or human or be intentionally killed, for 
the purpose of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(d) No person shall manufacture for sale, shipment, transportation or delivery any device or 
equipment which that person knows or should know is intended for use in any show, 
exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 
or more animals, or any human and animal, or the intentional killing of any animal for 
purposes of sport, wagering or entertainment. 

(e) No person shall own, possess, sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move 
any equipment or device which such person knows or should know is intended for use in 
connection with any show, exhibition, program, or activity featuring or otherwise 
involving a fight between 2 or more animals, or any animal and human, or the 
intentional killing of any animal for purposes of sport, wagering or entertainment. 

(f) No person shall make available any site, structure, or facility, whether enclosed or not, 
which he or she knows or should know is intended to be used for the purpose of 
conducting any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight between 2 
or more animals, or any animal and human, or the intentional killing of any animal. 

(g) No person shall knowingly attend or otherwise patronize any show, exhibition, program, 
or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 or more animals, or 
any animal and human, or the intentional killing of any animal for the purposes of sport, 
wagering or entertainment. 
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(h) (Blank). 
(i) Any animals or equipment involved in a violation of this Section shall be immediately 

seized and impounded under Section 12 by the Department when located at any show, 
exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving an animal fight for 
the purposes of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(j) Any vehicle or conveyance other than a common carrier that is used in violation of this 
Section shall be seized, held, and offered for sale at public auction by the sheriff’s 
department of the proper jurisdiction, and the proceeds from the sale shall be remitted 
to the general fund of the county where the violation took place. 

(k) Any veterinarian in this State who is presented with an animal for treatment of injuries 
or wounds resulting from fighting where there is a reasonable possibility that the animal 
was engaged in or utilized for a fighting event for the purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment shall file a report with the Department and cooperate by furnishing the 
owners’ names, dates, and descriptions of the animal or animals involved. Any 
veterinarian who in good faith complies with the requirements of this subsection has 
immunity from any liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, that may result from his or her 
actions. For the purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of the 
veterinarian shall be rebuttably presumed. 

(l) No person shall solicit a minor to violate this Section. 
(m) The penalties for violations of this Section shall be as follows: 

(1) A person convicted of violating subsection (a), (b), or (c) of this Section or any 
rule, regulation, or order of the Department pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class 
4 felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent offense involving the 
violation of subsection (a), (b), or (c) of this Section or any rule, regulation, or 
order of the Department pursuant thereto is a Class 3 felony. 

(2) A person convicted of violating subsection (d), (e), or (f) of this Section or any 
rule, regulation, or order of the Department pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class 
4 felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent violation is a Class 3 felony. 

(3) A person convicted of violating subsection (g) of this Section or any rule, 
regulation, or order of the Department pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class 4 
felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent violation is a class 3 felony. 

(4) A person convicted of violating subsection (l) of this Section is guilty of a Class 4 
felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent violation is a class 3 felony. 

(n) A person who commits a felony violation of this Section is subject to the property 
forfeiture provisions set forth in Article 124B of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963. 

 
 

720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/33G-3. Definitions 
 
§ 33G-3. Definitions. As used in this Article: 

(a) “Another state” means any State of the United States (other than the State of Illinois), 
or the District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or any territory or 
possession of the United States, or any political subdivision, or any department, agency, 
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or instrumentality thereof. 
(b) “Enterprise” includes: 

(1) any partnership, corporation, association, business or charitable trust, or other 
legal entity; and 

(2) any group of individuals or other legal entities, or any combination thereof, 
associated in fact although not itself a legal entity. An association in fact must be 
held together by a common purpose of engaging in a course of conduct, and it 
may be associated together for purposes that are both legal and illegal. An 
association in fact must: 

(A) have an ongoing organization or structure, either formal or 
informal; 

(B) the various members of the group must function as a continuing 
unit, even if the group changes membership by gaining or losing 
members over time; and 

(C) have an ascertainable structure distinct from that inherent in the 
conduct of a pattern of predicate activity. 

 
As used in this Article, “enterprise” includes licit and illicit enterprises. 

(c) “Labor organization” includes any organization, labor union, craft union, or any 
voluntary unincorporated association designed to further the cause of the rights of 
union labor that is constituted for the purpose, in whole or in part, of collective 
bargaining or of dealing with employers concerning grievances, terms or conditions of 
employment, or apprenticeships or applications for apprenticeships, or of other mutual 
aid or protection in connection with employment, including apprenticeships or 
applications for apprenticeships. 

(d) “Operation or management” means directing or carrying out the enterprise's affairs and 
is limited to any person who knowingly serves as a leader, organizer, operator, manager, 
director, supervisor, financier, advisor, recruiter, supplier, or enforcer of an enterprise in 
violation of this Article. 

(e) “Predicate activity” means any act that is a Class 2 felony or higher and constitutes a 
violation or violations of any of the following provisions of the laws of the State of 
Illinois (as amended or revised as of the date the activity occurred or, in the instance of a 
continuing offense, the date that charges under this Article are filed in a particular 
matter in the State of Illinois) or any act under the law of another jurisdiction for an 
offense that could be charged as a Class 2 felony or higher in this State: 

(1) under the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012: 8-1.2 (solicitation 
of murder for hire), 9-1 (first degree murder), 9-3.3 (drug-induced homicide), 10-
1 (kidnapping), 10-2 (aggravated kidnapping), 10-3.1 (aggravated unlawful 
restraint), 10-4 (forcible detention), 10-5(b) (10) (child abduction), 10-9 
(trafficking in persons, involuntary servitude, and related offenses), 11-1.20 
(criminal sexual assault), 11-1.30 (aggravated criminal sexual assault), 11-
1.40 (predatory criminal sexual assault of a child), 11-1.60 (aggravated criminal 
sexual abuse), 11-6 (indecent solicitation of a child), 11-6.5 (indecent solicitation 
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of an adult), 11-14.3(a)(2)(A) and (a)(2)(B) (promoting prostitution), 11-14.4 
(promoting juvenile prostitution), 11-18.1 (patronizing a minor engaged in 
prostitution; patronizing a juvenile prostitute), 12-3.05 (aggravated battery), 12-
6.4 (criminal street gang recruitment), 12-6.5 (compelling organization 
membership of persons), 12-7.3 (stalking), 12-7.4 (aggravated stalking), 12-7.5 
(cyberstalking), 12-11 or 19-6 (home invasion), 12-11.1 or 18-6 (vehicular 
invasion), 18-1 (robbery; aggravated robbery), 18-2 (armed robbery), 18-3 
(vehicular hijacking), 18-4 (aggravated vehicular hijacking), 18-5 (aggravated 
robbery), 19-1 (burglary), 19-3 (residential burglary), 20-1 (arson; residential 
arson; place of worship arson), 20-1.1 (aggravated arson), 20-1.2 (residential 
arson), 20-1.3 (place of worship arson), 24-1.2 (aggravated discharge of a 
firearm), 24-1.2-5 (aggravated discharge of a machine gun or silencer equipped 
firearm), 24-1.8 (unlawful possession of a firearm by a street gang member), 24-
3.2 (unlawful discharge of firearm projectiles), 24-3.9 (aggravated possession of 
a stolen firearm), 24-3A (gunrunning), 26-5 or 48-1 (dog-fighting), 29D-14.9 
(terrorism), 29D-15 (soliciting support for terrorism), 29D-15.1 (causing a 
catastrophe), 29D-15.2 (possession of a deadly substance), 29D-20 (making a 
terrorist threat), 29D-25 (falsely making a terrorist threat), 29D-29.9 (material 
support for terrorism), 29D-35 (hindering prosecution of terrorism), 31A-1.2 
(unauthorized contraband in a penal institution), or 33A-3 (armed violence); 

(2) under the Cannabis Control Act: Sections 5 (manufacture or delivery of 
cannabis), 5.1 (cannabis trafficking), or 8 (production or possession of cannabis 
plants), provided the offense either involves more than 500 grams of any 
substance containing cannabis or involves more than 50 cannabis sativa plants; 

(3) under the Illinois Controlled Substances Act: Sections 401 (manufacture or 
delivery of a controlled substance), 401.1 (controlled substance trafficking), 405 
(calculated criminal drug conspiracy), or 405.2 (street gang criminal drug 
conspiracy); or 

(4) under the Methamphetamine Control and Community Protection Act: Sections 
15 (methamphetamine manufacturing), or 55 (methamphetamine delivery). 

(f) “Pattern of predicate activity” means: 
(1) at least 3 occurrences of predicate activity that are in some way related to each 

other and that have continuity between them, and that are separate acts. Acts 
are related to each other if they are not isolated events, including if they have 
similar purposes, or results, or participants, or victims, or are committed a 
similar way, or have other similar distinguishing characteristics, or are part of the 
affairs of the same enterprise. There is continuity between acts if they are 
ongoing over a substantial period, or if they are part of the regular way some 
entity does business or conducts its affairs; and 

(2) which occurs after the effective date of this Article, and the last of which falls 
within 3 years (excluding any period of imprisonment) after the first occurrence 
of predicate activity. 

(g) “Unlawful death” includes the following offenses: under the Code of 1961 or the 
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Criminal Code of 2012: Sections 9-1 (first degree murder) or 9-2 (second degree 
murder). 

 
 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/48-1. Dog fighting. 
 
(For other provisions that may apply to dog fighting, see the Humane Care for Animals Act. For 
provisions similar to this Section that apply to animals other than dogs, see in particular Section 
4.01 of the Humane Care for Animals Act.) 

(a) No person may own, capture, breed, train, or lease any dog which he or she knows is 
intended for use in any show, exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or 
otherwise involving a fight between the dog and any other animal or human, or the 
intentional killing of any dog for the purpose of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(b) No person may promote, conduct, carry on, advertise, collect money for or in any other 
manner assist or aid in the presentation for purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment of any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight 
between 2 or more dogs or any dog and human, or the intentional killing of any dog. 

(c) No person may sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move, or deliver or 
receive any dog which he or she knows has been captured, bred, or trained, or will be 
used, to fight another dog or human or be intentionally killed for purposes of sport, 
wagering, or entertainment. 

(c-5) No person may solicit a minor to violate this Section. 
(d) No person may manufacture for sale, shipment, transportation, or delivery any device or 

equipment which he or she knows or should know is intended for use in any show, 
exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 
or more dogs, or any human and dog, or the intentional killing of any dog for purposes of 
sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(e) No person may own, possess, sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move 
any equipment or device which he or she knows or should know is intended for use in 
connection with any show, exhibition, program, or activity featuring or otherwise 
involving a fight between 2 or more dogs, or any dog and human, or the intentional 
killing of any dog for purposes of sport, wagering or entertainment. 

(f) No person may knowingly make available any site, structure, or facility, whether 
enclosed or not, that he or she knows is intended to be used for the purpose of 
conducting any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight between 2 
or more dogs, or any dog and human, or the intentional killing of any dog or knowingly 
manufacture, distribute, or deliver fittings to be used in a fight between 2 or more dogs 
or a dog and human. 

(g) No person may knowingly attend or otherwise patronize any show, exhibition, program, 
or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 or more dogs, or any 
dog and human, or the intentional killing of any dog for purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment. 

(h) No person may tie or attach or fasten any live animal to any machine or device propelled 
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by any power for the purpose of causing the animal to be pursued by a dog or dogs. This 
subsection (h) applies only when the dog is intended to be used in a dog fight. 

(i) Sentence: 
(1) Any person convicted of violating subsection (a), (b), (c), or (h) of this Section is 

guilty of a Class 4 felony for a first violation and a Class 3 felony for a second or 
subsequent violation, and may be fined an amount not to exceed $ 50,000. 

(1.5) A person who knowingly owns a dog for fighting purposes or for producing a fight 
between 2 or more dogs or a dog and human or who knowingly offers for sale or 
sells a dog bred for fighting is guilty of a Class 3 felony and may be fined an 
amount not to exceed $50,000, if the dog participates in a dogfight and any of 
the following factors is present: 

(i) the dogfight is performed in the presence of a person under 18 years of 
age; 

(ii) (ii) the dogfight is performed for the purpose of or in the presence of 
illegal wagering activity; or 

(iii) the dogfight is performed in furtherance of streetgang related activity as 
defined in Section 10 of the Illinois Streetgang Terrorism Omnibus 
Prevention Act. 

(1.7) A person convicted of violating subsection (c-5) of this Section is guilty of a Class 
4 felony. 

(2) Any person convicted of violating subsection (d) or (e) of this Section is guilty of a 
Class 4 felony for a first violation. A second or subsequent violation of subsection 
(d) or (e) of this Section is a Class 3 felony. 

(2.5) Any person convicted of violating subsection (f) of this Section is guilty of a Class 4 
felony. Any person convicted of violating subsection (f) of this section in which the 
site, structure, or facility made available to violate subsection (f) is located within 
1,000 feet of a school, public park, playground, child care institution, day care 
center, part day child care facility, day care home, group day care home, or a 
facility providing programs or services exclusively directed toward persons under 
18 years of age is guilty of a class 3 felony for a first violation and a class 2 felony 
for a second or subsequent violation. 

(3) Any person convicted of violating subsection (g) of this Section is guilty of a Class 
4 felony for a first violation. A second or subsequent violation of subsection (g) of 
this Section is a Class 3 felony. If a person under 13 years of age is present at any 
show, exhibition, program, or other activity prohibited in subsection (g), the 
parent, legal guardian, or other person who is 18 years of age or older who 
brings that person under 13 years of age to that show, exhibition, program, or 
other activity is guilty of a Class 3 felony for a first violation and a Class 2 felony 
for a second or subsequent violation.  

(i-5) A person who commits a felony violation of this Section is subject to the property 
forfeiture provisions set forth in Article 124B of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963. 

(j) Any dog or equipment involved in a violation of this Section shall be immediately seized 
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and impounded under Section 12 of the Humane Care for Animals Act when located at 
any show, exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a dog 
fight for the purposes of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(k) Any vehicle or conveyance other than a common carrier that is used in violation of this 
Section shall be seized, held, and offered for sale at public auction by the sheriff’s 
department of the proper jurisdiction, and the proceeds from the sale shall be remitted 
to the general fund of the county where the violation took place. 

(l) Any veterinarian in this State who is presented with a dog for treatment of injuries or 
wounds resulting from fighting where there is a reasonable possibility that the dog was 
engaged in or utilized for a fighting event for the purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment shall file a report with the Department of Agriculture and cooperate by 
furnishing the owners’ names, dates, and descriptions of the dog or dogs involved. Any 
veterinarian who in good faith complies with the requirements of this subsection has 
immunity from any liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, that may result from his or her 
actions. For the purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of the 
veterinarian shall be rebuttably presumed. 

(m) In addition to any other penalty provided by law, upon conviction for violating this 
Section, the court may order that the convicted person and persons dwelling in the same 
household as the convicted person who conspired, aided, or abetted in the unlawful act 
that was the basis of the conviction, or who knew or should have known of the unlawful 
act, may not own, harbor, or have custody or control of any dog or other animal for a 
period of time that the court deems reasonable. 

(n) A violation of subsection (a) of this Section may be inferred from evidence that the 
accused possessed any device or equipment described in subsection (d), (e), or (h) of this 
Section, and also possessed any dog. 

(o) When no longer required for investigations or court proceedings relating to the events 
described or depicted therein, evidence relating to convictions for violations of this 
Section shall be retained and made available for use in training peace officers in 
detecting and identifying violations of this Section. Such evidence shall be made 
available upon request to other law enforcement agencies and to schools certified under 
the Illinois Police Training Act. 

(p) For the purposes of this section, “school” has the meaning ascribed to it in section 11-9.3 
of this code; and “public park”, “playground”, “child care institution”, “day care center”, 
“part day child care facility”, “day care home”, “group day care home”, and “facility 
providing programs or services exclusively directed toward persons under 18 years of 
age” have the meanings ascribed to them in section 11-9.4 of this code. 
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5. SEXUAL ASSAULT 
 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/12-35. Sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal. 
 

(a) A person may not knowingly engage in any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an 
animal. 

(b) A person may not knowingly cause, aid, or abet another person to engage in any sexual 
conduct or sexual contact with an animal. 

(c) A person may not knowingly permit any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal 
to be conducted on any premises under his or her charge or control. 

(d) A person may not knowingly engage in, promote, aid, or abet any activity involving any 
sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal for a commercial or recreational 
purpose. 

(e) Sentence. A person who violates this Section is guilty of a Class 4 felony. A person who 
violates this Section in the presence of a person under 18 years of age or causes the 
animal serious physical injury or death is guilty of a Class 3 felony. 

(f) In addition to the penalty imposed in subsection (e), the court may order that the 
defendant do any of the following: 

(1) Not harbor animals or reside in any household where animals are present for a 
reasonable period of time or permanently, if necessary. 

(2) Relinquish and permanently forfeit all animals residing in the household to a 
recognized or duly organized animal shelter or humane society. 

(3) Undergo a psychological evaluation and counseling at defendant’s expense. 
(4) Reimburse the animal shelter or humane society for any reasonable costs 

incurred for the care and maintenance of the animal involved in the sexual 
conduct or sexual contact in addition to any animals relinquished to the animal 
shelter or humane society. 

(g) Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prohibit accepted animal husbandry 
practices or accepted veterinary medical practices by a licensed veterinarian or certified 
veterinary technician. 

(h) If the court has reasonable grounds to believe that a violation of this Section has 
occurred, the court may order the seizure of all animals involved in the alleged violation 
as a condition of bond of a person charged with a violation of this Section. 

(i) In this Section: 
“Animal” means every creature, either alive or dead, other than a human being. 
 
“Sexual conduct” means any knowing touching or fondling by a person, either directly or 
through clothing, of the sex organs or anus of an animal or any transfer or transmission 
of semen by the person upon any part of the animal, for the purpose of sexual 
gratification or arousal of the person. 
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“Sexual contact” means any contact, however slight, between the sex organ or anus of 

a person and the sex organ, mouth, or anus of an animal, or any intrusion, however 

slight, of any part of the body of the person into the sex organ or anus of an animal, for 

the purpose of sexual gratification or arousal of the person. Evidence of emission of 

semen is not required to prove sexual contact.  
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6. MAXIMUM PENALTIES & STATUTES OF LIMITATIONS 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/17. Penalties. 
 

(a) Any person convicted of any act of abuse or neglect or of violating any other provision of 
this Act, for which a penalty is not otherwise provided, or any rule, regulation, or order of 
the Department pursuant thereto, is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor. A second or 
subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony with every day that a violation continues 
constituting a separate offense. 

(b) The Department may enjoin a person from a continuing violation of this Act. 
 
 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT.  § 5/3-5. General limitations. 
 

(a) A prosecution for: (1) first degree murder, attempt to commit first degree murder, 
second degree murder, involuntary manslaughter, reckless homicide, a violation of 
subparagraph (F) of paragraph (1) of subsection (d) of Section 11-501 of the Illinois 
Vehicle Code for the offense of aggravated driving under the influence of alcohol, other 
drug or drugs, or intoxicating compound or compounds, or any combination thereof 
when the violation was a proximate cause of a death, leaving the scene of a motor 
vehicle accident involving death or personal injuries under Section 11-401 of the Illinois 
Vehicle Code, failing to give information and render aid under Section 11-403 of the 
Illinois Vehicle Code, concealment of homicidal death, treason, arson, residential arson, 
aggravated arson, forgery, child pornography under paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of 
Section 11-20.1, or aggravated child pornography under paragraph (1) of subsection (a) 
of Section 11-20.1B, or (2) any offense involving sexual conduct or sexual penetration, 
as defined by Section 11-0.1 of this Code in which the DNA profile of the offender is 
obtained and entered into a DNA database within 10 years after the commission of the 
offense, may be commenced at any time. Clause (2) of this subsection (a) applies if 
either: (i) the victim reported the offense to law enforcement authorities within 3 years 
after the commission of the offense unless a longer period for reporting the offense to 
law enforcement authorities is provided in Section 3-6 or (ii) the victim is murdered 
during the course of the offense or within 2 years after the commission of the offense. 

(a-5) A prosecution for theft of property exceeding $100,000 in value under Section 16-1, 
identity theft under subsection (a) of Section 16-30, aggravated identity theft under 
subsection (b) of Section 16-30, financial exploitation of an elderly person or a person 
with a disability under Section 17-56; or any offense set forth in Article 16H or Section 
17-10.6 may be commenced within 7 years of the last act committed in furtherance of 
the crime. 

(b) Unless the statute describing the offense provides otherwise, or the period of limitation 
is extended by Section 3-6, a prosecution for any offense not designated in subsection (a) 
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or (a-5) must be commenced within 3 years after the commission of the offense if it is a 
felony, or within one year and 6 months after its commission if it is a misdemeanor. 

 
 
730 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/5-4.5-40. Class 3 Felonies; Sentence. 
 

(a) TERM. The sentence of imprisonment shall be a determinate sentence of not less than 2 
years and not more than 5 years. The sentence of imprisonment for an extended term 
Class 3 felony, as provided in Section 5-8-2 (730 ILCS 5/5-8-2), shall be a term not less 
than 5 years and not more than 10 years. 

(b) PERIODIC IMPRISONMENT. A sentence of periodic imprisonment shall be for a definite 
term of up to 18 months, except as otherwise provided in Section 5-5-3 or 5-7-1 (730 ILCS 
5/5-5-3 or 5/5-7-1). 

(c) IMPACT INCARCERATION. See Sections 5-8-1.1 and 5-8-1.2 (730 ILCS 5/5-8-1.1 and 5/5-
8-1.2) concerning eligibility for the impact incarceration program or the county impact 
incarceration program. 

(d) PROBATION; CONDITIONAL DISCHARGE. Except as provided in Section 5-5-3 or 5-6-2 
(730 ILCS 5/5-5-3 or 5/5-6-2), the period of probation or conditional discharge shall not 
exceed 30 months. The court shall specify the conditions of probation or conditional 
discharge as set forth in Section 5-6-3 (730 ILCS 5/5-6-3). 

(e) FINE. Fines may be imposed as provided in Section 5-4.5-50(b) (730 ILCS 5/5-4.5-50(b)). 
(f) RESTITUTION. See Section 5-5-6 (730 ILCS 5/5-5-6) concerning restitution. 
(g) CONCURRENT OR CONSECUTIVE SENTENCE. The sentence shall be concurrent or 

consecutive as provided in Section 5-8-4 (730 ILCS 5/5-8-4) and Section 5-4.5-50 (730 
ILCS 5/5-4.5-50). 

(h) DRUG COURT. See Section 20 of the Drug Court Treatment Act (730 ILCS 166/20) 
concerning eligibility for a drug court program. 

(i) CREDIT FOR HOME DETENTION. See Section 5-4.5-100 (730 ILCS 5/5-4. 5-100) 
concerning credit for time spent in home detention prior to judgment. 

(j) SENTENCE CREDIT. See Section 3-6-3 of this Code (730 ILCS 5/3-6-3) or the County Jail 
Good Behavior Allowance Act (730 ILCS 130/) for rules and regulations for sentence 
credit. 

(k) ELECTRONIC MONITORING AND HOME DETENTION. See Section 5-8A-3 (730 ILCS 5/5-
8A-3) concerning eligibility for electronic monitoring and home detention. 

(l) PAROLE; MANDATORY SUPERVISED RELEASE. Except as provided in Section 3-3-8 or 5-8-
1 (730 ILCS 5/3-3-8 or 5/5-8-1), the parole or mandatory supervised release term shall 
be one year upon release from imprisonment. 

 
 
730 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/5-4.5-45. Class 4 felonies; sentence. 
 
For a Class 4 felony: 

(a) TERM. The sentence of imprisonment shall be a determinate sentence of not less than 
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one year and not more than 3 years. The sentence of imprisonment for an extended term 
Class 4 felony, as provided in Section 5-8-2 (730 ILCS 5/5-8-2), shall be a term not less 
than 3 years and not more than 6 years. 

(b) PERIODIC IMPRISONMENT. A sentence of periodic imprisonment shall be for a definite 
term of up to 18 months, except as otherwise provided in Section 5-5-3 or 5-7-1 (730 ILCS 
5/5-5-3 or 5/57-1). 

(c) IMPACT INCARCERATION. See Sections 5-8-1.1 and 5-8-1.2 (730 ILCS 5/5-8-1.1 and 5/5-
8-1.2) concerning eligibility for the impact incarceration program or the county impact 
incarceration program. 

(d) PROBATION; CONDITIONAL DISCHARGE. Except as provided in Section 5-5-3 or 5-6-2 
(730 ILCS 5-5-3 or 5/5-6-2), the period of probation or conditional discharge shall not 
exceed 30 months. The court shall specify the conditions of probation or conditional 
discharge as set forth in Section 5-6-3 (730 ILCS 5/5-6-3). 

(e) FINE. Fines may be imposed as provided in Section 5-4.5-50(b) (730 ILCS 5/5-4.5-40(b)). 
(f) RESTITUTION. See Section 5-5-6 (730 ILCS 5/5-5-6) concerning restitution. 
(g) CONCURRENT OR CONSECUTIVE SENTENCE. The sentence shall be concurrent or 

consecutive as provided in Section 5-8-4 (730 ILCS 5/5-8-4) and Section 5-4.5-50 (730 
ILCS 5/5-4.5-50). 

(h) DRUG COURT. See Section 20 of the Drug Court Treatment Act (730 ILCS 166/20) 
concerning eligibility for a drug court program. 

(i) CREDIT FOR HOME DETENTION. See Section 5-4.5-100 (730 ILCS 5/5-4. 5-100) 
concerning credit for time spent in home detention prior to judgment. 

(j) SENTENCE CREDIT. See Section 3-6-3 of this Code (730 ILCS 5/3-6-3) or the County Jail 
Good Behavior Allowance Act (730 ILCS 130/) for rules and regulations for sentence 
credit. 

(k) ELECTRONIC MONITORING AND HOME DETENTION. See Section 5-8A-3 (730 ILCS 5/5-
8A-3) concerning eligibility for electronic monitoring and home detention. 

(l) PAROLE; MANDATORY SUPERVISED RELEASE. Except as provided in Section 3-3-8 or 5-8-
1 (730 ILCS 5/3-3-8 or 5/5-8-1), the parole or mandatory supervised release term shall 
be one year upon release from imprisonment. 

 
 
730 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/5-4.5-50. Sentence provisions; all felonies. 
 
Except as otherwise provided, for all felonies: 

(a) NO SUPERVISION. The court, upon a plea of guilty or a stipulation by the defendant of 
the facts supporting the charge or a finding of guilt, may not defer further proceedings 
and the imposition of a sentence and may not enter an order for supervision of the 
defendant. 

(b) FELONY FINES. An offender may be sentenced to pay a fine not to exceed, for each 
offense, $25,000 or the amount specified in the offense, whichever is greater, or if the 
offender is a corporation, $50,000 or the amount specified in the offense, whichever is 
greater. A fine may be imposed in addition to a sentence of conditional discharge, 
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probation, periodic imprisonment, or imprisonment. See Article 9 of Chapter V (730 ILCS 
5/Ch. V, Art. 9) for imposition of additional amounts and determination of amounts and 
payment. 

(c) REASONS FOR SENTENCE STATED. The sentencing judge in each felony conviction shall 
set forth his or her reasons for imposing the particular sentence entered in the case, as 
provided in Section 5-4-1 (730 ILCS 5/5-4-1). Those reasons may include any mitigating 
or aggravating factors specified in this Code, or the lack of any such factors, as well as 
any other mitigating or aggravating factors that the judge sets forth on the record that 
are consistent with the purposes and principles of sentencing set out in this Code. 

(d) MOTION TO REDUCE SENTENCE. A motion to reduce a sentence may be made, or the 
court may reduce a sentence without motion, within 30 days after the sentence is 
imposed. A defendant’s challenge to the correctness of a sentence or to any aspect of 
the sentencing hearing shall be made by a written motion filed with the circuit court 
clerk within 30 days following the imposition of sentence. A motion not filed within that 
30-day period is not timely. The court may not increase a sentence once it is imposed. A 
notice of motion must be filed with the motion. The notice of motion shall set the 
motion on the court’s calendar on a date certain within a reasonable time after the date 
of filing. 
If a motion filed pursuant to this subsection is timely filed, the proponent of the motion 
shall exercise due diligence in seeking a determination on the motion and the court shall 
thereafter decide the motion within a reasonable time. 
If a motion filed pursuant to this subsection is timely filed, then for purposes of 
perfecting an appeal, a final judgment is not considered to have been entered until the 
motion to reduce the sentence has been decided by order entered by the trial court. 

(e) CONCURRENT SENTENCE; PREVIOUS UNEXPIRED FEDERAL OR OTHER-STATE SENTENCE. 
A defendant who has a previous and unexpired sentence of imprisonment imposed by 
another state or by any district court of the United States and who, after sentence for a 
crime in Illinois, must return to serve the unexpired prior sentence may have his or her 
sentence by the Illinois court ordered to be concurrent with the prior other-state or 
federal sentence. The court may order that any time served on the unexpired portion of 
the other-state or federal sentence, prior to his or her return to Illinois, shall be credited 
on his or her Illinois sentence. The appropriate official of the other state or the United 
States shall be furnished with a copy of the order imposing sentence, which shall 
provide that, when the offender is released from other-state or federal confinement, 
whether by parole or by termination of sentence, the offender shall be transferred by 
the Sheriff of the committing Illinois county to the Illinois Department of Corrections. 
The court shall cause the Department of Corrections to be notified of the sentence at 
the time of commitment and to be provided with copies of all records regarding the 
sentence. 

(f) REDUCTION; PREVIOUS UNEXPIRED ILLINOIS SENTENCE. A defendant who has a 
previous and unexpired sentence of imprisonment imposed by an Illinois circuit court 
for a crime in this State and who is subsequently sentenced to a term of imprisonment 
by another state or by any district court of the United States and who has served a term 
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of imprisonment imposed by the other state or district court of the United States, and 
must return to serve the unexpired prior sentence imposed by the Illinois circuit court, 
may apply to the Illinois circuit court that imposed sentence to have his or her sentence 
reduced. 
The circuit court may order that any time served on the sentence imposed by the other 
state or district court of the United States be credited on his or her Illinois sentence. The 
application for reduction of a sentence under this subsection shall be made within 30 
days after the defendant has completed the sentence imposed by the other state or 
district court of the United States. 

(g) NO REQUIRED BIRTH CONTROL. A court may not impose a sentence or disposition that 
requires the defendant to be implanted or injected with or to use any form of birth 
control. 

 
 
730 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/5-4.5-55. Class A misdemeanors; sentence. 
 
For a Class A misdemeanor: 

(a) TERM. The sentence of imprisonment shall be a determinate sentence of less than one 
year. 

(b) PERIODIC IMPRISONMENT. A sentence of periodic imprisonment shall be for a definite 
term of less than one year, except as otherwise provided in Section 5-5-3 or 5-7-1 (730 
ILCS 5/5-5-3 or 5/5-7-1). 

(c) IMPACT INCARCERATION. See Section 5-8-1.2 (730 ILCS 5/5-8-1.2) concerning eligibility 
for the county impact incarceration program. 

(d) PROBATION; CONDITIONAL DISCHARGE. Except as provided in Section 5-5-3 or 5-6-2 
(730 ILCS 5/5-5-3 or 5/5-6-2), the period of probation or conditional discharge shall not 
exceed 2 years. The court shall specify the conditions of probation or conditional 
discharge as set forth in Section 5-6-3 (730 ILCS 5/5-6-3). 

(e) FINE. A fine not to exceed $2,500 for each offense or the amount specified in the offense, 
whichever is greater, may be imposed. A fine may be imposed in addition to a sentence 
of conditional discharge, probation, periodic imprisonment, or imprisonment. See Article 
9 of Chapter V (730 ILCS 5/Ch. V, Art. 9) for imposition of additional amounts and 
determination of amounts and payment. 

(f) RESTITUTION. See Section 5-5-6 (730 ILCS 5/5-5-6) concerning restitution. 
(g) CONCURRENT OR CONSECUTIVE SENTENCE. The sentence shall be concurrent or 

consecutive as provided in Section 5-8-4 (730 ILCS 5/5-8-4). 
(h) DRUG COURT. See Section 20 of the Drug Court Treatment Act (730 ILCS 166/20) 

concerning eligibility for a drug court program. 
(i) CREDIT FOR HOME DETENTION. See Section 5-4.5-100 (730 ILCS 5/5-4.5-100) concerning 

credit for time spent in home detention prior to judgment. 
(j) EARLY RELEASE; GOOD CONDUCT. See the County Jail Good Behavior Allowance Act 

(730 ILCS 130/) for rules and regulations for early release based on good conduct. 
(k) ELECTRONIC MONITORING AND HOME DETENTION. See Section 5-8A-3 (730 ILCS 5/5-
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8A-3) concerning eligibility for electronic monitoring and home detention. 
 
 
730 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/5-4.5-60. Class B misdemeanors; sentence. 
 
For a Class B misdemeanor: 

(a) TERM. The sentence of imprisonment shall be a determinate sentence of not more than 
6 months. 

(b) PERIODIC IMPRISONMENT. A sentence of periodic imprisonment shall be for a definite 
term of up to 6 months or as otherwise provided in Section 5-7-1 (730 ILCS 5/5-7-1). 

(c) IMPACT INCARCERATION. See Section 5-8-1.2 (730 ILCS 5/5-8-1.2) concerning eligibility 
for the county impact incarceration program. 

(d) PROBATION; CONDITIONAL DISCHARGE. Except as provided in Section 5-6-2 (730 ILCS 
5/5-6-2), the period of probation or conditional discharge shall not exceed 2 years. The 
court shall specify the conditions of probation or conditional discharge as set forth in 
Section 5-6-3 (730 ILCS 5/5-6-3). 

(e) FINE. A fine not to exceed $1,500 for each offense or the amount specified in the offense, 
whichever is greater, may be imposed. A fine may be imposed in addition to a sentence 
of conditional discharge, probation, periodic imprisonment, or imprisonment. See Article 
9 of Chapter V (730 ILCS 5/Ch. V, Art. 9) for imposition of additional amounts and 
determination of amounts and payment. 

(f) RESTITUTION. See Section 5-5-6 (730 ILCS 5/5-5-6) concerning restitution. 
(g) CONCURRENT OR CONSECUTIVE SENTENCE. The sentence shall be concurrent or 

consecutive as provided in Section 5-8-4 (730 ILCS 5/5-8-4). 
(h) DRUG COURT. See Section 20 of the Drug Court Treatment Act (730 ILCS 166/20) 

concerning eligibility for a drug court program. 
(i) CREDIT FOR HOME DETENTION. See Section 5-4.5-100 (730 ILCS 5/5-4.5-100) concerning 

credit for time spent in home detention prior to judgment. 
(j) GOOD BEHAVIOR ALLOWANCE. See the County Jail Good Behavior Allowance Act (730 

ILCS 130/) for rules and regulations for good behavior allowance. 
(k) ELECTRONIC MONITORING AND HOME DETENTION. See Section 5-8A-3 (730 ILCS 5/5-

8A-3) concerning eligibility for electronic monitoring and home detention. 
 
 
730 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/5-4.5-65. Class C misdemeanors; sentence. 
 
For a Class C misdemeanor: 

(a) TERM. The sentence of imprisonment shall be a determinate sentence of not more than 
30 days. 

(b) PERIODIC IMPRISONMENT. A sentence of periodic imprisonment shall be for a definite 
term of up to 30 days or as otherwise provided in Section 5-7-1 (730 ILCS 5/5-7-1). 

(c) IMPACT INCARCERATION. See Section 5-8-1.2 (730 ILCS 5/5-8-1.2) concerning eligibility 
for the county impact incarceration program. 
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(d) PROBATION; CONDITIONAL DISCHARGE. Except as provided in Section 5-6-2 (730 ILCS 
5/5-6-2), the period of probation or conditional discharge shall not exceed 2 years. The 
court shall specify the conditions of probation or conditional discharge as set forth in 
Section 5-6-3 (730 ILCS 5/5-6-3). 

(e) FINE. A fine not to exceed $1,500 for each offense or the amount specified in the offense, 
whichever is greater, may be imposed. A fine may be imposed in addition to a sentence 
of conditional discharge, probation, periodic imprisonment, or imprisonment. See Article 
9 of Chapter V (730 ILCS 5/Ch. V, Art. 9) for imposition of additional amounts and 
determination of amounts and payment. 

(f) RESTITUTION. See Section 5-5-6 (730 ILCS 5/5-5-6) concerning restitution. 
(g) CONCURRENT OR CONSECUTIVE SENTENCE. The sentence shall be concurrent or 

consecutive as provided in Section 5-8-4 (730 ILCS 5/5-8-4). 
(h) DRUG COURT. See Section 20 of the Drug Court Treatment Act (730 ILCS 166/20) 

concerning eligibility for a drug court program. 
(i) CREDIT FOR HOME DETENTION. See Section 5-4.5-100 (730 ILCS 5/5-4.5-100) concerning 

credit for time spent in home detention prior to judgment. 
(j) GOOD BEHAVIOR ALLOWANCE. See the County Jail Good Behavior Allowance Act (730 

ILCS 130/) for rules and regulations for good behavior allowance. 
(k) ELECTRONIC MONITORING AND HOME DETENTION. See Section 5-8A-3 (730 ILCS 5/5-

8A-3) concerning eligibility for electronic monitoring and home detention. 
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7. CROSS ENFORCEMENT & REPORTING 
 
325 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/4. Persons required to report; privileged communications; transmitting 
false report. 
 
Any physician, resident, intern, hospital, hospital administrator and personnel engaged in 
examination, care and treatment of persons, surgeon, dentist, dentist hygienist, osteopath, 
chiropractor, podiatric physician, physician assistant, substance abuse treatment personnel, 
funeral home director or employee, coroner, medical examiner, emergency medical technician, 
acupuncturist, crisis line or hotline personnel, school personnel (including administrators and 
both certified and non-certified school employees), personnel of institutions of higher 
education, educational advocate assigned to a child pursuant to the School Code, member of a 
school board or the Chicago Board of Education or the governing body of a private school (but 
only to the extent required in accordance with other provisions of this Section expressly 
concerning the duty of school board members to report suspected child abuse), truant officers, 
social worker, social services administrator, domestic violence program personnel, registered 
nurse, licensed practical nurse, genetic counselor, respiratory care practitioner, advanced 
practice nurse, home health aide, director or staff assistant of a nursery school or a child day 
care center, recreational or athletic program or facility personnel, early intervention provider as 
defined in the Early Intervention Services System Act [325 ILCS 20/1 et seq.], law enforcement 
officer, licensed professional counselor, licensed clinical professional counselor, registered 
psychologist and assistants working under the direct supervision of a psychologist, psychiatrist, 
or field personnel of the Department of Healthcare and Family Services, Juvenile Justice, Public 
Health, Human Services (acting as successor to the Department of Mental Health and 
Developmental Disabilities, Rehabilitation Services, or Public Aid), Corrections, Human Rights, 
or Children and Family Services, supervisor and administrator of general assistance under the 
Illinois Public Aid Code [305 ILCS 5/1-1 et seq.], probation officer, animal control officer or 
Illinois Department of Agriculture Bureau of Animal Health and Welfare field investigator, or any 
other foster parent, homemaker or child care worker having reasonable cause to believe a child 
known to them in their professional or official capacity may be an abused child or a neglected 
child shall immediately report or cause a report to be made to the Department. 
 
Any member of the clergy having reasonable cause to believe that a child known to that 
member of the clergy in his or her professional capacity may be an abused child as defined in 
item (c) of the definition of "abused child" in Section 3 of this Act [325 ILCS 5/3] shall 
immediately report or cause a report to be made to the Department. 
 
Any physician, physician's assistant, registered nurse, licensed practical nurse, medical 
technician, certified nursing assistant, social worker, or licensed professional counselor of any 
office, clinic, or any other physical location that provides abortions, abortion referrals, or 
contraceptives having reasonable cause to believe a child known to him or her in his or her 
professional or official capacity may be an abused child or a neglected child shall immediately 
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report or cause a report to be made to the Department. 
 
If an allegation is raised to a school board member during the course of an open or closed 
school board meeting that a child who is enrolled in the school district of which he or she is a 
board member is an abused child as defined in Section 3 of this Act, the member shall direct or 
cause the school board to direct the superintendent of the school district or other equivalent 
school administrator to comply with the requirements of this Act concerning the reporting of 
child abuse. For purposes of this paragraph, a school board member is granted the authority in 
his or her individual capacity to direct the superintendent of the school district or other 
equivalent school administrator to comply with the requirements of this Act concerning the 
reporting of child abuse. 
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, if an employee of a school district has made a 
report or caused a report to be made to the Department under this Act involving the conduct of 
a current or former employee of the school district and a request is made by another school 
district for the provision of information concerning the job performance or qualifications of the 
current or former employee because he or she is an applicant for employment with the 
requesting school district, the general superintendent of the school district to which the 
request is being made must disclose to the requesting school district the fact that an employee 
of the school district has made a report involving the conduct of the applicant or caused a 
report to be made to the Department, as required under this Act. Only the fact that an 
employee of the school district has made a report involving the conduct of the applicant or 
caused a report to be made to the Department may be disclosed by the general superintendent 
of the school district to which the request for information concerning the applicant is made, 
and this fact may be disclosed only in cases where the employee and the general 
superintendent have not been informed by the Department that the allegations were 
unfounded. An employee of a school district who is or has been the subject of a report made 
pursuant to this Act during his or her employment with the school district must be informed by 
that school district that if he or she applies for employment with another school district, the 
general superintendent of the former school district, upon the request of the school district to 
which the employee applies, shall notify that requesting school district that the employee is or 
was the subject of such a report. 
 
Whenever such person is required to report under this Act in his capacity as a member of the 
staff of a medical or other public or private institution, school, facility or agency, or as a 
member of the clergy, he shall make report immediately to the Department in accordance with 
the provisions of this Act and may also notify the person in charge of such institution, school, 
facility or agency, or church, synagogue, temple, mosque, or other religious institution, or his 
designated agent that such report has been made. Under no circumstances shall any person in 
charge of such institution, school, facility or agency, or church, synagogue, temple, mosque, or 
other religious institution, or his designated agent to whom such notification has been made, 
exercise any control, restraint, modification or other change in the report or the forwarding of 
such report to the Department. 
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The privileged quality of communication between any professional person required to report 
and his patient or client shall not apply to situations involving abused or neglected children and 
shall not constitute grounds for failure to report as required by this Act or constitute grounds 
for failure to share information or documents with the Department during the course of a child 
abuse or neglect investigation. If requested by the professional, the Department shall confirm 
in writing that the information or documents disclosed by the professional were gathered in the 
course of a child abuse or neglect investigation. 
 
The reporting requirements of this Act shall not apply to the contents of a privileged 
communication between an attorney and his or her client or to confidential information within 
the meaning of Rule 1.6 of the Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct relating to the legal 
representation of an individual client. 
 
A member of the clergy may claim the privilege under Section 8-803 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure [735 ILCS 5/8-803]. 
 
Any office, clinic, or any other physical location that provides abortions, abortion referrals, or 
contraceptives shall provide to all office personnel copies of written information and training 
materials about abuse and neglect and the requirements of this Act that are provided to 
employees of the office, clinic, or physical location who are required to make reports to the 
Department under this Act, and instruct such office personnel to bring to the attention of an 
employee of the office, clinic, or physical location who is required to make reports to the 
Department under this Act any reasonable suspicion that a child known to him or her in his or 
her professional or official capacity may be an abused child or a neglected child. In addition to 
the above persons required to report suspected cases of abused or neglected children, any 
other person may make a report if such person has reasonable cause to believe a child may be 
an abused child or a neglected child. 
 
Any person who enters into employment on and after July 1, 1986 and is mandated by virtue of 
that employment to report under this Act, shall sign a statement on a form prescribed by the 
Department, to the effect that the employee has knowledge and understanding of the 
reporting requirements of this Act. On and after January 1, 2019, the statement shall also 
include information about available mandated reporter training provided by the Department. 
The statement shall be signed prior to commencement of the employment. The signed 
statement shall be retained by the employer. The cost of printing, distribution, and filing of the 
statement shall be borne by the employer. 
 
Within one year of initial employment and at least every 5 years thereafter, school personnel 
required to report child abuse as provided under this Section must complete mandated 
reporter training by a provider or agency with expertise in recognizing and reporting child 
abuse. 
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The Department shall provide copies of this Act, upon request, to all employers employing 
persons who shall be required under the provisions of this Section to report under this Act. 
 
Any person who knowingly transmits a false report to the Department commits the offense of 
disorderly conduct under subsection (a)(7) of Section 26-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012 [720 
ILCS 5/26-1]. A violation of this provision is a Class 4 felony. 
 
Any person who knowingly and willfully violates any provision of this Section other than a 
second or subsequent violation of transmitting a false report as described in the preceding 
paragraph, is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor for a first violation and a Class 4 felony for a 
second or subsequent violation; except that if the person acted as part of a plan or scheme 
having as its object the prevention of discovery of an abused or neglected child by lawful 
authorities for the purpose of protecting or insulating any person or entity from arrest or 
prosecution, the person is guilty of a Class 4 felony for a first offense and a Class 3 felony for a 
second or subsequent offense (regardless of whether the second or subsequent offense 
involves any of the same facts or persons as the first or other prior offense). 
 
A child whose parent, guardian or custodian in good faith selects and depends upon spiritual 
means through prayer alone for the treatment or cure of disease or remedial care may be 
considered neglected or abused, but not for the sole reason that his parent, guardian or 
custodian accepts and practices such beliefs. 
 
A child shall not be considered neglected or abused solely because the child is not attending 
school in accordance with the requirements of Article 26 of the School Code, as amended [105 
ILCS 5/26-1 et seq.]. 
 
Nothing in this Act prohibits a mandated reporter who reasonably believes that an animal is 
being abused or neglected in violation of the Humane Care for Animals Act [510 ILCS 70/1 et 
seq.] from reporting animal abuse or neglect to the Department of Agriculture's Bureau of 
Animal Health and Welfare. 
 
A home rule unit may not regulate the reporting of child abuse or neglect in a manner 
inconsistent with the provisions of this Section. This Section is a limitation under subsection (i) 
of Section 6 of Article VII of the Illinois Constitution [Ill. Const. (1970) Art. VII, § 6] on the 
concurrent exercise by home rule units of powers and functions exercised by the State. 
 
For purposes of this Section "child abuse or neglect" includes abuse or neglect of an adult 
resident as defined in this Act. 
 
 
325 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/11.8. Cross-reporting. 
 

(a) Investigation Specialists, Intact Family Specialists, and Placement Specialists employed 
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by the Department of Children and Family Services who reasonably believe that an 
animal observed by them when in their professional or official capacity is being abused 
or neglected in violation of the Humane Care for Animals Act [510 ILCS 70/1 et seq.] 
must immediately make a written or oral report to the Department of Agriculture’s 
Bureau of Animal Health and Welfare. However, the Department of Children and Family 
Services may not discipline an Investigation Specialist, an Intact Family Specialist, or a 
Placement Specialist for failing to make such a report if the Specialist determines that 
making the report would interfere with the performance of his or her child welfare 
protection duties. 

(b) A home rule unit may not regulate the reporting of child abuse or neglect in a manner 
inconsistent with the provisions of this Section. This Section is a limitation under 
subsection (i) of Section 6 of Article VII of the Illinois Constitution [920 ILCS 7/6] on the 
concurrent exercise by home rule units of powers and functions exercised by the State. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/18. Cross-reporting. 
 

(a) An animal control officer, Department investigator, or approved humane investigator 
who has reasonable cause to suspect or believe that a child is being abused or neglected 
or is in danger of being abused or neglected must immediately make a written or oral 
report to the Department of Children and Family Services. 

(b) Investigation Specialists, Intact Family Specialists, and Placement Specialists employed 
by the Department of Children and Family Services who reasonably believe that an 
animal observed by them when in their professional or official capacity is being abused 
or neglected in violation of this Act must immediately make a written or oral report to 
the Department of Agriculture’s Bureau of Animal Health and Welfare. However, the 
Department of Children and Family Services may not discipline an Investigation 
Specialist, an Intact Family Specialist, or a Placement Specialist for failing to make such a 
report if the Specialist determines that making the report would interfere with the 
performance of his or her child welfare protection duties. 

(c) Except for willful and wanton misconduct, any person, institution, or agency described in 
subsection (a) or (b), participating in good faith in the making of a report or referral, or 
in the investigation of such a report or referral, or in making a disclosure of information 
concerning reports of abuse or neglect under this Act, shall have immunity from any 
liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, that might result by reason of such actions. 

(d) The identity of any person who reports animal abuse or neglect under subsection (a) or 
(b) shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed except as specifically authorized by 
this Act or other applicable law. 

(e) A home rule unit may not regulate the reporting of child abuse or neglect in a manner 
inconsistent with the provisions of this Section. This Section is a limitation under 
subsection (i) of Section 6 of Article VII of the Illinois Constitution on the concurrent 
exercise by home rule units of powers and functions exercised by the State.  
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8.  VETERINARY REPORTING & IMMUNITY 
 
225 ILL. COMP. STAT. 115/25.19. Mandatory Reporting. 
 
Nothing in this Act exempts a licensee from the mandatory reporting requirements regarding 
suspected acts of aggravated cruelty, torture, and animal fighting imposed under Sections 3.07 
and 4.01 of the Humane Care for Animals Act and Section 26-5 or 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 
1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012. 
 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.07. Veterinarian reports; humane euthanasia. 
 
Any veterinarian in this State who observes or is presented with an animal or animals for the 
treatment of aggravated cruelty under Section 3.02 or torture under Section 3.03 of this Act 
must file a report with the Department and cooperate with the Department by furnishing the 
owner’s name, the date of receipt of the animal or animals and any treatment administered, 
and a description of the animal or animals involved, including a microchip number if applicable. 
Any veterinarian who in good faith makes a report, as required by this Section, has immunity 
from any liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, that may result from his or her actions. For the 
purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of the veterinarian shall be 
presumed. 
 
An animal control warden, animal control administrator, approved humane investigator, or 
animal shelter employee may humanely euthanize severely injured, diseased, or suffering 
animals in exigent circumstances. 
 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.01. Animals in entertainment. 
 
This Section does not apply when the only animals involved are dogs. (Section 48-1 of the 
Criminal Code of 2012, rather than this Section, applies when the only animals involved are 
dogs.) 

(a) No person may own, capture, breed, train, or lease any animal which he or she knows or 
should know is intended for use in any show, exhibition, program, or other activity 
featuring or otherwise involving a fight between such animal and any other animal or 
human, or the intentional killing of any animal for the purpose of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment. 

(b) No person shall promote, conduct, carry on, advertise, collect money for or in any other 
manner assist or aid in the presentation for purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment, any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight 
between 2 or more animals or any animal and human, or the intentional killing of any 
animal. 
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(c) No person shall sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move, or deliver or 
receive any animal which he or she knows or should know has been captured, bred, or 
trained, or will be used, to fight another animal or human or be intentionally killed, for 
the purpose of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(d) No person shall manufacture for sale, shipment, transportation or delivery any device or 
equipment which that person knows or should know is intended for use in any show, 
exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 
or more animals, or any human and animal, or the intentional killing of any animal for 
purposes of sport, wagering or entertainment. 

(e) No person shall own, possess, sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move 
any equipment or device which such person knows or should know is intended for use in 
connection with any show, exhibition, program, or activity featuring or otherwise 
involving a fight between 2 or more animals, or any animal and human, or the 
intentional killing of any animal for purposes of sport, wagering or entertainment. 

(f) No person shall make available any site, structure, or facility, whether enclosed or not, 
which he or she knows or should know is intended to be used for the purpose of 
conducting any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight between 2 
or more animals, or any animal and human, or the intentional killing of any animal. 

(g) No person shall knowingly attend or otherwise patronize any show, exhibition, program, 
or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 or more animals, or 
any animal and human, or the intentional killing of any animal for the purposes of sport, 
wagering or entertainment. 

(h) (Blank). 
(i) Any animals or equipment involved in a violation of this Section shall be immediately 

seized and impounded under Section 12 by the Department when located at any show, 
exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving an animal fight for 
the purposes of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(j) Any vehicle or conveyance other than a common carrier that is used in violation of this 
Section shall be seized, held, and offered for sale at public auction by the sheriff’s 
department of the proper jurisdiction, and the proceeds from the sale shall be remitted 
to the general fund of the county where the violation took place. 

(k) Any veterinarian in this State who is presented with an animal for treatment of injuries 
or wounds resulting from fighting where there is a reasonable possibility that the animal 
was engaged in or utilized for a fighting event for the purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment shall file a report with the Department and cooperate by furnishing the 
owners’ names, dates, and descriptions of the animal or animals involved. Any 
veterinarian who in good faith complies with the requirements of this subsection has 
immunity from any liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, that may result from his or her 
actions. For the purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of the 
veterinarian shall be rebuttably presumed. 

(l) No person shall solicit a minor to violate this Section. 
(m) The penalties for violations of this Section shall be as follows: 

(3) A person convicted of violating subsection (a), (b), or (c) of this Section or any 
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rule, regulation, or order of the Department pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class 
4 felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent offense involving the 
violation of subsection (a), (b), or (c) of this Section or any rule, regulation, or 
order of the Department pursuant thereto is a Class 3 felony. 

(4) A person convicted of violating subsection (d), (e), or (f) of this Section or any 
rule, regulation, or order of the Department pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class 
4 felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent violation is a Class 3 felony. 

(5) A person convicted of violating subsection (g) of this Section or any rule, 
regulation, or order of the Department pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class 4 
felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent violation is a class 3 felony. 

(6) A person convicted of violating subsection (l) of this Section is guilty of a Class 4 
felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent violation is a class 3 felony. 

(n) A person who commits a felony violation of this Section is subject to the property 
forfeiture provisions set forth in Article 124B of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.02. Arrests; reports. 
 

(a) Any law enforcement officer making an arrest for an offense involving one or more 
animals under Section 4.01 of this Act or Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012 [510 
ILCS 70/4.01 or 720 ILCS 5/48-1] shall lawfully take possession of all animals and all 
paraphernalia, implements, or other property or things used or employed, or about to 
be employed, in the violation of any of the provisions of Section 4.01 of this Act or 
Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012. When a law enforcement officer has taken 
possession of such animals, paraphernalia, implements or other property or things, he 
or she shall file with the court before whom the complaint is made against any person 
so arrested an affidavit stating therein the name of the person charged in the complaint, 
a description of the property so taken and the time and place of the taking thereof 
together with the name of the person from whom the same was taken and name of the 
person who claims to own such property, if different from the person from whom the 
animals were seized and if known, and that the affiant has reason to believe and does 
believe, stating the ground of the belief, that the animals and property so taken were 
used or employed, or were about to be used or employed, in a violation of Section 4.01 
of this Act or Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012. He or she shall thereupon 
deliver an inventory of the property so taken to the court of competent jurisdiction. A 
law enforcement officer may humanely euthanize animals that are severely injured. 
 
An owner whose animals are removed for a violation of Section 4.01 of this Act or 
Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012 must be given written notice of the 
circumstances of the removal and of any legal remedies available to him or her. The 
notice must be posted at the place of seizure or delivered to a person residing at the 
place of seizure or, if the address of the owner is different from the address of the 
person from whom the animals were seized, delivered by registered mail to his or her 
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last known address. 
 

The animal control or animal shelter having custody of the animals may file a petition 
with the court requesting that the person from whom the animals were seized or the 
owner of the animals be ordered to post security pursuant to Section 3.05 of this Act. 
 
Upon the conviction of the person so charged, all animals shall be adopted or humanely 
euthanized and property so seized shall be adjudged by the court to be forfeited. Any 
outstanding costs incurred by the impounding facility in boarding and treating the 
animals pending the disposition of the case and disposing of the animals upon a 
conviction must be borne by the person convicted. In no event may the animals be 
adopted by the defendant or anyone residing in his or her household. If the court finds 
that the State either failed to prove the criminal allegations or failed to prove that the 
animals were used in fighting, the court must direct the delivery of the animals and the 
other property not previously forfeited to the owner of the animals and property. 
 
Any person authorized by this Section to care for an animal, to treat an animal, or to 
attempt to restore an animal to good health and who is acting in good faith is immune 
from any civil or criminal liability that may result from his or her actions. 
 
An animal control warden, animal control administrator, animal shelter employee, or 
approved humane investigator may humanely euthanize severely injured, diseased, or 
suffering animal in exigent circumstances. 

(b) Any veterinarian in this State who is presented with an animal for treatment of injuries 
or wounds resulting from fighting where there is a reasonable possibility that the animal 
was engaged in or utilized for a fighting event shall file a report with the Department 
and cooperate by furnishing the owners’ names, date of receipt of the animal or animals 
and treatment administered, and descriptions of the animal or animals involved. Any 
veterinarian who in good faith makes a report, as required by this subsection (b), is 
immune from any liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, resulting from his or her actions. 
For the purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of any such 
veterinarian shall be presumed. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/10. Investigation of complaints. 
 

(a) Upon receiving a complaint of a suspected violation of this Act, a Department 
investigator, any law enforcement official, or an approved humane investigator may, for 
the purpose of investigating the allegations of the complaint, enter during normal 
business hours upon any premises where the animal or animals described in the 
complaint are housed or kept, provided such entry shall not be made into any building 
which is a person’s residence, except by search warrant or court order. Institutions 
operating under federal license to conduct laboratory experimentation utilizing animals 
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for research or medical purposes are, however, exempt from the provisions of this 
Section. State’s Attorneys and law enforcement officials shall provide such assistance as 
may be required in the conduct of such investigations. Any such investigation requiring 
legal procedures shall be immediately reported to the Department. No employee or 
representative of the Department shall enter a livestock management facility unless 
sanitized footwear is used, or unless the owner or operator of the facility waives this 
requirement. The employee or representative must also use any other reasonable 
disease prevention procedures or equipment provided by the owner or operator of the 
facility. The animal control administrator and animal control wardens appointed under 
the Animal Control Act shall be authorized to make investigations complying with this 
Section for alleged violations of Sections 3, 3.01, 3.02, and 3.03 pertaining to companion 
animals. The animals impounded shall remain under the jurisdiction of the animal 
control administrator and be held in an animal shelter licensed under the Animal 
Welfare Act.  

(b) Any veterinarian acting in good faith is immune from any civil or criminal liability 
resulting from his or her actions under this Section. The good faith on the part of the 
veterinarian is presumed. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/16.5. Emergency care to an animal; immunity from civil liability 
 
Any person, including without limitation any person licensed under the Veterinary Medicine and 
Surgery Practice Act of 2004 or licensed as a veterinarian in any other state or territory of the 
United States, who in good faith provides emergency care or treatment without fee to an 
injured animal or an animal separated from its owner due to an emergency or a disaster is not 
liable for civil damages as a result of his or her acts or omissions in providing or arranging 
further care or treatment, except for willful or wanton misconduct 
 
 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/48-1. Dog fighting. 
 
(For other provisions that may apply to dog fighting, see the Humane Care for Animals Act. For 
provisions similar to this Section that apply to animals other than dogs, see in particular Section 
4.01 of the Humane Care for Animals Act.) 

(a) No person may own, capture, breed, train, or lease any dog which he or she knows is 
intended for use in any show, exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or 
otherwise involving a fight between the dog and any other animal or human, or the 
intentional killing of any dog for the purpose of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(b) No person may promote, conduct, carry on, advertise, collect money for or in any other 
manner assist or aid in the presentation for purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment of any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight 
between 2 or more dogs or any dog and human, or the intentional killing of any dog. 

(c) No person may sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move, or deliver or 
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receive any dog which he or she knows has been captured, bred, or trained, or will be 
used, to fight another dog or human or be intentionally killed for purposes of sport, 
wagering, or entertainment. 

(c-5) No person may solicit a minor to violate this Section. 
(d) No person may manufacture for sale, shipment, transportation, or delivery any device 

or equipment which he or she knows or should know is intended for use in any show, 
exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 
or more dogs, or any human and dog, or the intentional killing of any dog for purposes 
of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(e) No person may own, possess, sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move 
any equipment or device which he or she knows or should know is intended for use in 
connection with any show, exhibition, program, or activity featuring or otherwise 
involving a fight between 2 or more dogs, or any dog and human, or the intentional 
killing of any dog for purposes of sport, wagering or entertainment. 

(f) No person may knowingly make available any site, structure, or facility, whether 
enclosed or not, that he or she knows is intended to be used for the purpose of 
conducting any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight between 2 
or more dogs, or any dog and human, or the intentional killing of any dog or knowingly 
manufacture, distribute, or deliver fittings to be used in a fight between 2 or more dogs 
or a dog and human. 

(g) No person may knowingly attend or otherwise patronize any show, exhibition, program, 
or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 or more dogs, or any 
dog and human, or the intentional killing of any dog for purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment. 

(h) No person may tie or attach or fasten any live animal to any machine or device 
propelled by any power for the purpose of causing the animal to be pursued by a dog or 
dogs. This subsection (h) applies only when the dog is intended to be used in a dog fight. 

(i) Sentence: 
(5) Any person convicted of violating subsection (a), (b), (c), or (h) of this Section is 

guilty of a Class 4 felony for a first violation and a Class 3 felony for a second or 
subsequent violation, and may be fined an amount not to exceed $ 50,000. 

(1.5) A person who knowingly owns a dog for fighting purposes or for producing a fight 
between 2 or more dogs or a dog and human or who knowingly offers for sale or 
sells a dog bred for fighting is guilty of a Class 3 felony and may be fined an 
amount not to exceed $50,000, if the dog participates in a dogfight and any of 
the following factors is present: 

(i) the dogfight is performed in the presence of a person under 18 years 
of age; 

(ii) the dogfight is performed for the purpose of or in the presence of 
illegal wagering activity; or 

(iii) the dogfight is performed in furtherance of streetgang related activity 
as defined in Section 10 of the Illinois Streetgang Terrorism Omnibus 
Prevention Act. 
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(1.7) A person convicted of violating subsection (c‑5) of this Section is guilty of a Class 
4 felony. 

(6) Any person convicted of violating subsection (d) or (e) of this Section is guilty of 
a Class 4 felony for a first violation. A second or subsequent violation of 
subsection (d) or (e) of this Section is a Class 3 felony. 

(2.5) Any person convicted of violating subsection (f) of this Section is guilty of a Class 
4 felony. Any person convicted of violating subsection (f) of this section in which 
the site, structure, or facility made available to violate subsection (f) is located 
within 1,000 feet of a school, public park, playground, child care institution, day 
care center, part day child care facility, day care home, group day care home, or 
a facility providing programs or services exclusively directed toward persons 
under 18 years of age is guilty of a class 3 felony for a first violation and a class 2 
felony for a second or subsequent violation. 

(7) Any person convicted of violating subsection (g) of this Section is guilty of a Class 
4 felony for a first violation. A second or subsequent violation of subsection (g) 
of this Section is a Class 3 felony. If a person under 13 years of age is present at 
any show, exhibition, program, or other activity prohibited in subsection (g), the 
parent, legal guardian, or other person who is 18 years of age or older who 
brings that person under 13 years of age to that show, exhibition, program, or 
other activity is guilty of a Class 3 felony for a first violation and a Class 2 felony 
for a second or subsequent violation. 

(i-5) A person who commits a felony violation of this Section is subject to the property 
forfeiture provisions set forth in Article 124B of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963. 

(j) Any dog or equipment involved in a violation of this Section shall be immediately seized 
and impounded under Section 12 of the Humane Care for Animals Act when located at 
any show, exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a dog 
fight for the purposes of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(k) Any vehicle or conveyance other than a common carrier that is used in violation of this 
Section shall be seized, held, and offered for sale at public auction by the sheriff’s 
department of the proper jurisdiction, and the proceeds from the sale shall be remitted 
to the general fund of the county where the violation took place. 

(l) Any veterinarian in this State who is presented with a dog for treatment of injuries or 
wounds resulting from fighting where there is a reasonable possibility that the dog was 
engaged in or utilized for a fighting event for the purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment shall file a report with the Department of Agriculture and cooperate by 
furnishing the owners’ names, dates, and descriptions of the dog or dogs involved. Any 
veterinarian who in good faith complies with the requirements of this subsection has 
immunity from any liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, that may result from his or her 
actions. For the purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of the 
veterinarian shall be rebuttably presumed. 

(m) In addition to any other penalty provided by law, upon conviction for violating this 
Section, the court may order that the convicted person and persons dwelling in the 
same household as the convicted person who conspired, aided, or abetted in the 
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unlawful act that was the basis of the conviction, or who knew or should have known of 
the unlawful act, may not own, harbor, or have custody or control of any dog or other 
animal for a period of time that the court deems reasonable. 

(n) A violation of subsection (a) of this Section may be inferred from evidence that the 
accused possessed any device or equipment described in subsection (d), (e), or (h) of 
this Section, and also possessed any dog.  

(o) When no longer required for investigations or court proceedings relating to the events 
described or depicted therein, evidence relating to convictions for violations of this 
Section shall be retained and made available for use in training peace officers in 
detecting and identifying violations of this Section. Such evidence shall be made 
available upon request to other law enforcement agencies and to schools certified 
under the Illinois Police Training Act. 

(p) For the purposes of this section, “school” has the meaning ascribed to it in section 11-
9.3 of this code; and “public park”, “playground”, “child care institution”, “day care 
center”, “part day child care facility”, “day care home”, “group day care home”, and 
“facility providing programs or services exclusively directed toward persons under 18 
years of age” have the meanings ascribed to them in section 11-9.4 of this code. 
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9. LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICIES 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/10. Investigation of complaints. 
 

(a) Upon receiving a complaint of a suspected violation of this Act, a Department 
investigator, any law enforcement official, or an approved humane investigator may, for 
the purpose of investigating the allegations of the complaint, enter during normal 
business hours upon any premises where the animal or animals described in the 
complaint are housed or kept, provided such entry shall not be made into any building 
which is a person’s residence, except by search warrant or court order. Institutions 
operating under federal license to conduct laboratory experimentation utilizing animals 
for research or medical purposes are, however, exempt from the provisions of this 
Section. State’s Attorneys and law enforcement officials shall provide such assistance as 
may be required in the conduct of such investigations. Any such investigation requiring 
legal procedures shall be immediately reported to the Department. No employee or 
representative of the Department shall enter a livestock management facility unless 
sanitized footwear is used, or unless the owner or operator of the facility waives this 
requirement. The employee or representative must also use any other reasonable 
disease prevention procedures or equipment provided by the owner or operator of the 
facility. The animal control administrator and animal control wardens appointed under 
the Animal Control Act shall be authorized to make investigations complying with this 
Section for alleged violations of Sections 3, 3.01, 3.02, and 3.03 pertaining to companion 
animals. The animals impounded shall remain under the jurisdiction of the animal 
control administrator and be held in an animal shelter licensed under the Animal Welfare 
Act.  

(b) Any veterinarian acting in good faith is immune from any civil or criminal liability 
resulting from his or her actions under this Section. The good faith on the part of the 
veterinarian is presumed. 
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10. SEIZURE 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.01. Cruel treatment. 
 

(a) No person or owner may beat, cruelly treat, torment, starve, overwork or otherwise 
abuse any animal. 

(b) No owner may abandon any animal where it may become a public charge or may suffer 
injury, hunger or exposure. 

(c) No owner of a dog or cat that is a companion animal may expose the dog or cat in a 
manner that places the dog or cat in a life-threatening situation for a prolonged period 
of time in extreme heat or cold conditions that: 

(1) results in injury to or death of the animal; or 
(2) results in hypothermia, hyperthermia, frostbite, or similar condition as 

diagnosed by a doctor of veterinary medicine. 
(c-5)  Nothing in this Section shall prohibit an animal from being impounded in an emergency 

situation under subsection (b) of Section 12 of this Act [510 ILCS 70/12]. 
(c-10) Nothing in this Section shall prohibit a law enforcement officer from taking temporary 

custody of a dog or cat that is a companion animal that is exposed in a manner that 
places the dog or cat in a life-threatening situation for a prolonged period of time in 
extreme heat or cold conditions that may result in injury or death of the dog or cat or 
may result in hypothermia, hyperthermia, frostbite, or similar condition. Upon taking 
temporary custody of the dog or cate under this subsection (c-10), the law enforcement 
officer shall attempt to contact the owner of the dog or cat and shall seek emergency 
veterinary care for the animal as soon as available. The law enforcement officer shall 
leave information of the location of the dog or cat if the owner cannot be reached. The 
owner of the dog or cat is responsible for any costs of providing care to the dog or cat.  

(d) A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A second 
or subsequent conviction for a violation of this Section is a Class 4 felony. In addition to 
any other penalty provided by law, a person who is convicted of violating subsection (a) 
upon a companion animal in the presence of a child, as defined in Section 12-0.1 of the 
Criminal Code of 2012 [720 ILCS 5/12-0.1], shall be subject to a fine of $250 and ordered 
to perform community service for not less than 100 hours. In addition to any other 
penalty provided by law, upon conviction for violating this Section, the court may order 
the convicted person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to 
undergo any treatment at the convicted person’s expense that the court determines to 
be appropriate after due consideration of the evidence. If the convicted person is a 
juvenile or a companion animal hoarder, the court must order the convicted person to 
undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the 
court determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. 
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 510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.04. Arrests and seizures. 
 

(a) Any law enforcement officer making an arrest for an offense involving one or more 
companion animals under Section 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, 4.01, or 7.1 of this Act may lawfully 
take possession of some or all of the companion animals in the possession of the person 
arrested. The officer, after taking possession of the companion animals, must file with 
the court before whom the complaint is made against any person so arrested an 
affidavit stating the name of the person charged in the complaint, a description of the 
condition of the companion animal or companion animals taken, and the time and place 
the companion animal or companion animals were taken, together with the name of the 
person from whom the companion animal or companion animals were taken and name 
of the person who claims to own the companion animal or companion animals if 
different from the person from whom the companion animal or companion animals 
were seized. He or she must at the same time deliver an inventory of the companion 
animal or companion animals taken to the court of competent jurisdiction. The officer 
must place the companion animal or companion animals in the custody of an animal 
control or animal shelter and the agency must retain custody of the companion animal 
or companion animals subject to an order of the court adjudicating the charges on the 
merits and before which the person complained against is required to appear for trial. If 
the animal control or animal shelter owns no facility capable of housing the companion 
animals, has no space to house the companion animals, or is otherwise unable to house 
the companion animals or the health or condition of the animals prevents their removal, 
the animals shall be impounded at the site of the violation pursuant to a court order 
authorizing the impoundment, provided that the person charged is an owner of the 
property. Employees or agents of the animal control or animal shelter or law 
enforcement shall have the authority to access the on-site impoundment property for 
the limited purpose of providing care and veterinary treatment for the impounded 
animals and ensuring their well-being and safety. Upon impoundment, a petition for 
posting of security may be filed under Section 3.05 of this Act [510 ILCS 70/3.05]. 
Disposition of the animals shall be controlled by Section 3.06 of this Act [510 ILCS 
70/3.06]. The State’s Attorney may, within 14 days after the seizure, file a “petition for 
forfeiture prior to trial” before the court having criminal jurisdiction over the alleged 
charges, asking for permanent forfeiture of the companion animals seized. The petition 
shall be filed with the court, with copies served on the impounding agency, the owner, 
and anyone claiming an interest in the animals. In a “petition for forfeiture prior to 
trial”, the burden is on the prosecution to prove by a preponderance of the evidence 
that the person arrested violated Section 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, 4.01, or 7.1 of this Act or 
Section 26-5 of the Criminal Code of 1961or the Criminal Code of 2012. 

(b) An owner whose companion animal or companion animals are removed by a law 
enforcement officer under this Section must be given written notice of the 
circumstances of the removal and of any legal remedies available to him or her. The 
notice must be delivered in person, posted at the place of seizure, or delivered to a 
person residing at the place of seizure or, if the address of the owner is different from 
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the address of the person from whom the companion animal or companion animals 
were seized, delivered by registered mail to his or her last known address. 

(c) In addition to any other penalty provided by law, upon conviction for violating Sections 
3, 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, 4.01, or 7.1 of this Act of Section 26-5 or 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 
1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012, the court may order the convicted person to forfeit 
to an animal control or animal shelter the animal or animals that are the basis of the 
conviction. Upon an order of forfeiture, the convicted person is deemed to have 
permanently relinquished all rights to the animal or animals that are the basis of the 
conviction, if not already. The forfeited animal or animals shall be adopted or humanely 
euthanized. In no event may the convicted person or anyone residing in his or her 
household be permitted to adopt or otherwise possess the forfeited animal or animals. 
The court, additionally, may order that the convicted person and persons dwelling in the 
same household as the convicted person who conspired, aided, or abetted in the 
unlawful act that was the basis of the conviction, or who knew or should have known of 
the unlawful act, may not own, harbor, or have custody or control of any other animals 
for a period of time that the court deems reasonable. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.05. Security for companion animals and animals used for fighting 
purposes. 
 

(a) In the case of companion animals as defined in Section 2.01a or animals used for 
fighting purposes in violation of Section 4.01 of this Act or Section 26-5 of the Criminal 
Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012 or a violation of 3.01, 3.02, 3.03 or 7.1 of this 
Act, the animal control or animal shelter having custody of the animal or animals may 
file a petition with the court requesting that the person from whom the animal or 
animals are seized, or the owner of the animal or animals, be ordered to post security. 
The security must be in an amount sufficient to secure payment of all reasonable 
expenses expected to be incurred by the animal control or animal shelter in caring for 
and providing for the animal or animals pending the disposition of the charges. 
Reasonable expenses include, but are not limited to, estimated medical care and 
boarding of the animal or animals for 30 days. The amount of the security shall be 
determined by the court after taking into consideration all of the facts and 
circumstances of the case, including, but not limited to, the recommendation of the 
impounding organization having custody and care of the seized animal or animals and 
the cost of caring for the animal or animals. If security has been posted in accordance 
with this Section, the animal control or animal shelter may draw from the security the 
actual costs incurred by the agency in caring for the seized animal or animals. 

(b) Upon receipt of a petition, the court must set a hearing on the petition, to be conducted 
within 5 business days after the petition is filed. The petitioner must serve a true copy of 
the petition upon the defendant and the State’s Attorney for the county in which the 
animal or animals were seized. The petitioner must also serve a true copy of the petition 
on any interested person. For the purposes of this subsection, “interested person” 
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means an individual, partnership, firm, joint stock company, corporation, association, 
trust, estate, or other legal entity that the court determines may have a pecuniary 
interest in the animal or animals that are the subject of the petition. The court must set 
a hearing date to determine any interested parties. The court may waive for good cause 
shown the posting of security. 

(c) If the court orders the posting of security, the security must be posted with the clerk of 
the court within 5 business days after the hearing. If the person ordered to post security 
does not do so, the animal or animals are forfeited by operation of law and the animal 
control or animal shelter having control of the animal or animals must dispose of the 
animal or animals through adoption or must humanely euthanize the animal. In no 
event may the defendant or any person residing in the defendant’s household adopt the 
animal or animals. 

(d) The impounding organization may file a petition with the court upon the expiration of 
the 30-day period requesting the posting of additional security. The court may order the 
person from whom the animal or animals were seized, or the owner of the animal or 
animals, to post additional security with the clerk of the court to secure payment of 
reasonable expenses for an additional period of time pending a determination by the 
court of the charges against the person from whom the animal or animals were seized. 

(e) In no event may the security prevent the impounding organization having custody and 
care of the animal or animals from disposing of the animal or animals before the 
expiration of the 30-day period covered by the security if the court makes a final 
determination of the charges against the person from whom the animal or animals were 
seized. Upon the adjudication of the charges, the person who posted the security is 
entitled to a refund of the security, in whole or in part, for any expenses not incurred by 
the impounding organization. 

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Section to the contrary, the court may order 
a person charged with any violation of this Act to provide necessary food, water, shelter, 
and care for any animal or animals that are the basis of the charge without the removal 
of the animal or animals from their existing location and until the charges against the 
person are adjudicated. Until a final determination of the charges is made, any law 
enforcement officer, animal control officer, Department investigator, or an approved 
humane investigator may be authorized by an order of the court to make regular visits to 
the place where the animal or animals are being kept to ascertain if the animal or 
animals are receiving necessary food, water, shelter, and care. Nothing in this Section 
prevents any law enforcement officer, Department investigator, or approved humane 
investigator from applying for a warrant under this Section to seize any animal or 
animals being held by the person charged pending the adjudication of the charges if it is 
determined that the animal or animals are not receiving the necessary food, water, 
shelter, or care. 

(g) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to prevent the voluntary, permanent 
relinquishment of any animal by its owner to an animal control or animal shelter in lieu 
of posting security or proceeding to a forfeiture hearing. Voluntary relinquishment shall 
have no effect on the criminal charges that may be pursued by the appropriate 
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authorities. 
(h) If an owner of a companion animal is acquitted by the court of charges made pursuant 

to this Act, the court shall further order that any security that has been posted for the 
animal shall be returned to the owner by the impounding organization. 

(i) The provisions of this Section only pertain to companion animals and animals used for 
fighting purposes. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.01. Animals in entertainment. 
 
This Section does not apply when the only animals involved are dogs. (Section 48-1 of the 
Criminal Code of 2012, rather than this Section, applies when the only animals involved are 
dogs.) 

(a) No person may own, capture, breed, train, or lease any animal which he or she knows or 
should know is intended for use in any show, exhibition, program, or other activity 
featuring or otherwise involving a fight between such animal and any other animal or 
human, or the intentional killing of any animal for the purpose of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment. 

(b) No person shall promote, conduct, carry on, advertise, collect money for or in any other 
manner assist or aid in the presentation for purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment, any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight 
between 2 or more animals or any animal and human, or the intentional killing of any 
animal. 

(c) No person shall sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move, or deliver or 
receive any animal which he or she knows or should know has been captured, bred, or 
trained, or will be used, to fight another animal or human or be intentionally killed, for 
the purpose of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(d) No person shall manufacture for sale, shipment, transportation or delivery any device or 
equipment which that person knows or should know is intended for use in any show, 
exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 
or more animals, or any human and animal, or the intentional killing of any animal for 
purposes of sport, wagering or entertainment. 

(e) No person shall own, possess, sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move 
any equipment or device which such person knows or should know is intended for use in 
connection with any show, exhibition, program, or activity featuring or otherwise 
involving a fight between 2 or more animals, or any animal and human, or the 
intentional killing of any animal for purposes of sport, wagering or entertainment. 

(f) No person shall make available any site, structure, or facility, whether enclosed or not, 
which he or she knows or should know is intended to be used for the purpose of 
conducting any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight between 2 
or more animals, or any animal and human, or the intentional killing of any animal. 

(g) No person shall knowingly attend or otherwise patronize any show, exhibition, program, 
or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 or more animals, or 
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any animal and human, or the intentional killing of any animal for the purposes of sport, 
wagering or entertainment. 

(h) (Blank). 
(i) Any animals or equipment involved in a violation of this Section shall be immediately 

seized and impounded under Section 12 by the Department when located at any show, 
exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving an animal fight for 
the purposes of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(j) Any vehicle or conveyance other than a common carrier that is used in violation of this 
Section shall be seized, held, and offered for sale at public auction by the sheriff’s 
department of the proper jurisdiction, and the proceeds from the sale shall be remitted 
to the general fund of the county where the violation took place. 

(k) Any veterinarian in this State who is presented with an animal for treatment of injuries 
or wounds resulting from fighting where there is a reasonable possibility that the animal 
was engaged in or utilized for a fighting event for the purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment shall file a report with the Department and cooperate by furnishing the 
owners’ names, dates, and descriptions of the animal or animals involved. Any 
veterinarian who in good faith complies with the requirements of this subsection has 
immunity from any liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, that may result from his or her 
actions. For the purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of the 
veterinarian shall be rebuttably presumed. 

(l) No person shall solicit a minor to violate this Section. 
(m) The penalties for violations of this Section shall be as follows: 

(1) A person convicted of violating subsection (a), (b), or (c) of this Section or any 
rule, regulation, or order of the Department pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class 
4 felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent offense involving the 
violation of subsection (a), (b), or (c) of this Section or any rule, regulation, or 
order of the Department pursuant thereto is a Class 3 felony. 

(2) A person convicted of violating subsection (d), (e), or (f) of this Section or any 
rule, regulation, or order of the Department pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class 
4 felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent violation is a Class 3 felony. 

(3) A person convicted of violating subsection (g) of this Section or any rule, 
regulation, or order of the Department pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class 4 
felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent violation is a class 3 felony. 

(4) A person convicted of violating subsection (l) of this Section is guilty of a Class 4 
felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent violation is a class 3 felony. 

(n) A person who commits a felony violation of this Section is subject to the property 
forfeiture provisions set forth in Article 124B of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963. 

 
 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.02. Arrests; reports. 
 

(a) Any law enforcement officer making an arrest for an offense involving one or more 
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animals under Section 4.01 of this Act or Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012 [510 
ILCS 70/4.01 or 720 ILCS 5/48-1] shall lawfully take possession of all animals and all 
paraphernalia, implements, or other property or things used or employed, or about to be 
employed, in the violation of any of the provisions of Section 4.01 of this Act or Section 
48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012. When a law enforcement officer has taken possession 
of such animals, paraphernalia, implements or other property or things, he or she shall 
file with the court before whom the complaint is made against any person so arrested an 
affidavit stating therein the name of the person charged in the complaint, a description 
of the property so taken and the time and place of the taking thereof together with the 
name of the person from whom the same was taken and name of the person who claims 
to own such property, if different from the person from whom the animals were seized 
and if known, and that the affiant has reason to believe and does believe, stating the 
ground of the belief, that the animals and property so taken were used or employed, or 
were about to be used or employed, in a violation of Section 4.01 of this Act or Section 
48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012. He or she shall thereupon deliver an inventory of the 
property so taken to the court of competent jurisdiction. A law enforcement officer may 
humanely euthanize animals that are severely injured. 
 
An owner whose animals are removed for a violation of Section 4.01 of this Act or 
Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012 must be given written notice of the 
circumstances of the removal and of any legal remedies available to him or her. The 
notice must be posted at the place of seizure or delivered to a person residing at the 
place of seizure or, if the address of the owner is different from the address of the person 
from whom the animals were seized, delivered by registered mail to his or her last 
known address. 
 
The animal control or animal shelter having custody of the animals may file a petition 
with the court requesting that the person from whom the animals were seized or the 
owner of the animals be ordered to post security pursuant to Section 3.05 of this Act. 
 
Upon the conviction of the person so charged, all animals shall be adopted or humanely 
euthanized and property so seized shall be adjudged by the court to be forfeited. Any 
outstanding costs incurred by the impounding facility in boarding and treating the 
animals pending the disposition of the case and disposing of the animals upon a 
conviction must be borne by the person convicted. In no event may the animals be 
adopted by the defendant or anyone residing in his or her household. If the court finds 
that the State either failed to prove the criminal allegations or failed to prove that the 
animals were used in fighting, the court must direct the delivery of the animals and the 
other property not previously forfeited to the owner of the animals and property. 
 
Any person authorized by this Section to care for an animal, to treat an animal, or to 
attempt to restore an animal to good health and who is acting in good faith is immune 
from any civil or criminal liability that may result from his or her actions. 
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An animal control warden, animal control administrator, animal shelter employee, or 
approved humane investigator may humanely euthanize severely injured, diseased, or 
suffering animal in exigent circumstances. 

(b) Any veterinarian in this State who is presented with an animal for treatment of injuries 
or wounds resulting from fighting where there is a reasonable possibility that the animal 
was engaged in or utilized for a fighting event shall file a report with the Department 
and cooperate by furnishing the owners’ names, date of receipt of the animal or animals 
and treatment administered, and descriptions of the animal or animals involved. Any 
veterinarian who in good faith makes a report, as required by this subsection (b), is 
immune from any liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, resulting from his or her actions. 
For the purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of any such 
veterinarian shall be presumed. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/10. Investigation of complaints. 
 

(a) Upon receiving a complaint of a suspected violation of this Act, a Department 
investigator, any law enforcement official, or an approved humane investigator may, for 
the purpose of investigating the allegations of the complaint, enter during normal 
business hours upon any premises where the animal or animals described in the 
complaint are housed or kept, provided such entry shall not be made into any building 
which is a person’s residence, except by search warrant or court order. Institutions 
operating under federal license to conduct laboratory experimentation utilizing animals 
for research or medical purposes are, however, exempt from the provisions of this 
Section. State’s Attorneys and law enforcement officials shall provide such assistance as 
may be required in the conduct of such investigations. Any such investigation requiring 
legal procedures shall be immediately reported to the Department. No employee or 
representative of the Department shall enter a livestock management facility unless 
sanitized footwear is used, or unless the owner or operator of the facility waives this 
requirement. The employee or representative must also use any other reasonable 
disease prevention procedures or equipment provided by the owner or operator of the 
facility. The animal control administrator and animal control wardens appointed under 
the Animal Control Act shall be authorized to make investigations complying with this 
Section for alleged violations of Sections 3, 3.01, 3.02, and 3.03 pertaining to companion 
animals. The animals impounded shall remain under the jurisdiction of the animal 
control administrator and be held in an animal shelter licensed under the Animal Welfare 
Act.  

(b) Any veterinarian acting in good faith is immune from any civil or criminal liability 
resulting from his or her actions under this Section. The good faith on the part of the 
veterinarian is presumed. 
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510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/11. Notification to violator; impoundment upon refusal or failure to 
take corrective action. 
 

(a) If an investigation under Section 10 discloses that a violation of this Act has been 
committed, the approved humane investigator shall furnish the violator, if known, with a 
notice of violation, and state what action is necessary to come into compliance with this 
Act and that a maximum of 48 hours may be granted in which to take corrective action. 

(b) If the violator fails or refuses to take corrective action necessary for compliance or if the 
violator is still unknown after an attempt to identify ownership, the humane investigator 
shall contact the Department and request authorization to impound the animal or 
animals. The Department will authorize impoundment if a review of facts gathered by 
the humane investigator indicates a violation of Section 3 of this Act has occurred and 
the violator, if known, has failed or refused to take corrective action necessary for 
compliance. 
This Section shall not apply to violations committed under Section 4.01 of this Act. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/12. Impounding animals; notice of impoundment. 
 

(a) When an approved humane investigator, a Department investigator or a veterinarian 
finds that a violation of this Act has rendered an animal in such a condition that no 
remedy or corrective action by the owner is possible, the Department must impound or 
order the impoundment of the animal. If the violator fails or refuses to take corrective 
action necessary for compliance with Section 11 of this Act, the Department may 
impound the animal. If the animal is ordered impounded, it shall be impounded in a 
facility or at another location where the elements of good care as set forth in Section 3 
of this Act can be provided, and where such animals shall be examined and treated by a 
licensed veterinarian or, if the animal is severely injured, diseased, or suffering, 
humanely euthanized. Any expense incurred in the impoundment shall become a lien on 
the animals. 

(b) Emergency impoundment may be exercised in a life-threatening situation and the 
subject animals shall be conveyed directly to a licensed veterinarian for medical services 
necessary to sustain life or to be humanely euthanized as determined by the 
veterinarian. If such emergency procedure is taken by an animal control officer, the 
Department shall be notified. 

(c) A notice of impoundment shall be given by the investigator to the violator, if known, in 
person or sent by certified or registered mail. If the investigator is not able to serve the 
violator in person or by registered or certified mail, the notice may be given by 
publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the violator’s 
last known address is located. A copy of the notice shall be retained by the investigator 
and a copy forwarded immediately to the Department. The notice of impoundment shall 
include the following: 

(1) A number assigned by the Department which will also be given to the 
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impounding facility accepting the responsibility of the animal or animals. 
(2) Listing of deficiencies noted. 
(3) An accurate description of the animal or animals involved. 
(4) Date on which the animal or animals were impounded. 
(5) Signature of the investigator. 
(6) A statement that: “The violator may request a hearing to appeal the 

impoundment. A person desiring a hearing shall contact the Department of 
Agriculture within 7 days from the date of impoundment” and the Department 
must hold an administrative hearing within 7 business days after receiving a 
request to appeal the impoundment. If the hearing cannot be held prior to the 
expiration of the 7-day impoundment period, the Department shall notify the 
impounding facility that it cannot sell, offer for adoption, or dispose of the animal 
or animals until a final decision is rendered and all of the appeal processes have 
expired. 

If a hearing is requested by any owner of impounded animals, the Hearing Officer shall, 
after hearing the testimony of all interested parties, render a decision within 5 business 
days regarding the disposition of the impounded animals. This decision by the Hearing 
Officer shall have no effect on the criminal charges that may be filed with the 
appropriate authorities. 
 
If an owner of a companion animal or animal used for fighting purposes requests a 
hearing, the animal control or animal shelter having control of the animal or animals 
may file a petition with the court in the county where the impoundment took place 
requesting that the person from whom the animal or animals were seized or the owner 
of the animal or animals be ordered to post security pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) 
of Section 3.05 of this Act. 
 
If the court orders the posting of security, the security must be posted with the clerk of 
the court within 5 business days after the hearing. If the person ordered to post security 
does not do so, the court must order the Department of Agriculture to hold a hearing on 
the impoundment within 5 business days. If, upon final administrative or judicial 
determination, it is found that it is not in the best interest of the animal or animals to be 
returned to the person from whom it was seized, the animal or animals are forfeited to 
the animal control or animal shelter having control of the animal or animals. If no 
petition for the posting of security is filed or a petition was filed and granted but the 
person failed to post security, any expense incurred in the impoundment shall remain 
outstanding until satisfied by the owner or the person from whom the animal or animals 
were impounded. 
 
When the impoundment is not appealed, the animal or animals are forfeited and the 
animal control or animal shelter in charge of the animal or animals may lawfully and 
without liability provide for adoption of the animal or animals by a person other than 
the person who forfeited the animal or animals, or any person or persons dwelling in 
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the same household as the person who forfeited the animal or animals, or it may 
humanely euthanize the animal or animals. 

 
 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/12-35. Sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal. 
 

(a) A person may not knowingly engage in any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an 
animal. 

(b) A person may not knowingly cause, aid, or abet another person to engage in any sexual 
conduct or sexual contact with an animal. 

(c) A person may not knowingly permit any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal 
to be conducted on any premises under his or her charge or control. 

(d) A person may not knowingly engage in, promote, aid, or abet any activity involving any 
sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal for a commercial or recreational 
purpose. 

(e) Sentence. A person who violates this Section is guilty of a Class 4 felony. A person who 
violates this Section in the presence of a person under 18 years of age or causes the 
animal serious physical injury or death is guilty of a Class 3 felony. 

(f) In addition to the penalty imposed in subsection (e), the court may order that the 
defendant do any of the following: 

(1) Not harbor animals or reside in any household where animals are present for a 
reasonable period of time or permanently, if necessary. 

(2) Relinquish and permanently forfeit all animals residing in the household to a 
recognized or duly organized animal shelter or humane society. 

(3) Undergo a psychological evaluation and counseling at defendant’s expense. 
(4) Reimburse the animal shelter or humane society for any reasonable costs 

incurred for the care and maintenance of the animal involved in the sexual 
conduct or sexual contact in addition to any animals relinquished to the animal 
shelter or humane society. 

(g) Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prohibit accepted animal husbandry 
practices or accepted veterinary medical practices by a licensed veterinarian or certified 
veterinary technician. 

(h) If the court has reasonable grounds to believe that a violation of this Section has 
occurred, the court may order the seizure of all animals involved in the alleged violation 
as a condition of bond of a person charged with a violation of this Section. 

(i) In this Section: 
“Animal” means every creature, either alive or dead, other than a human being. 
“Sexual conduct” means any knowing touching or fondling by a person, either directly or 
through clothing, of the sex organs or anus of an animal or any transfer or transmission 
of semen by the person upon any part of the animal, for the purpose of sexual 
gratification or arousal of the person. 
“Sexual contact” means any contact, however slight, between the sex organ or anus of a 
person and the sex organ, mouth, or anus of an animal, or any intrusion, however slight, 
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of any part of the body of the person into the sex organ or anus of an animal, for the 
purpose of sexual gratification or arousal of the person. Evidence of emission of semen 
is not required to prove sexual contact. 

 
 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/48-1. Dog fighting. 
 
(For other provisions that may apply to dog fighting, see the Humane Care for Animals Act. For 
provisions similar to this Section that apply to animals other than dogs, see in particular Section 
4.01 of the Humane Care for Animals Act.) 

(a) No person may own, capture, breed, train, or lease any dog which he or she knows is 
intended for use in any show, exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or 
otherwise involving a fight between the dog and any other animal or human, or the 
intentional killing of any dog for the purpose of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(b) No person may promote, conduct, carry on, advertise, collect money for or in any other 
manner assist or aid in the presentation for purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment of any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight 
between 2 or more dogs or any dog and human, or the intentional killing of any dog. 

(c) No person may sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move, or deliver or 
receive any dog which he or she knows has been captured, bred, or trained, or will be 
used, to fight another dog or human or be intentionally killed for purposes of sport, 
wagering, or entertainment. 

(c-5) No person may solicit a minor to violate this Section. 
(d) No person may manufacture for sale, shipment, transportation, or delivery any device 

or equipment which he or she knows or should know is intended for use in any show, 
exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 
or more dogs, or any human and dog, or the intentional killing of any dog for purposes 
of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(e) No person may own, possess, sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move 
any equipment or device which he or she knows or should know is intended for use in 
connection with any show, exhibition, program, or activity featuring or otherwise 
involving a fight between 2 or more dogs, or any dog and human, or the intentional 
killing of any dog for purposes of sport, wagering or entertainment. 

(f) No person may knowingly make available any site, structure, or facility, whether 
enclosed or not, that he or she knows is intended to be used for the purpose of 
conducting any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight between 2 
or more dogs, or any dog and human, or the intentional killing of any dog or knowingly 
manufacture, distribute, or deliver fittings to be used in a fight between 2 or more dogs 
or a dog and human. 

(g) No person may knowingly attend or otherwise patronize any show, exhibition, program, 
or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 or more dogs, or any 
dog and human, or the intentional killing of any dog for purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment. 
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(h) No person may tie or attach or fasten any live animal to any machine or device 
propelled by any power for the purpose of causing the animal to be pursued by a dog or 
dogs. This subsection (h) applies only when the dog is intended to be used in a dog fight. 

(i) Sentence: 
(1) Any person convicted of violating subsection (a), (b), (c), or (h) of this Section is 

guilty of a Class 4 felony for a first violation and a Class 3 felony for a second or 
subsequent violation, and may be fined an amount not to exceed $ 50,000. 

(1.5) A person who knowingly owns a dog for fighting purposes or for producing a fight 
between 2 or more dogs or a dog and human or who knowingly offers for sale or 
sells a dog bred for fighting is guilty of a Class 3 felony and may be fined an 
amount not to exceed $50,000, if the dog participates in a dogfight and any of 
the following factors is present: 

(i) the dogfight is performed in the presence of a person under 18 years of 
age; 

(ii) the dogfight is performed for the purpose of or in the presence of illegal 
wagering activity; or 

(iii) the dogfight is performed in furtherance of streetgang related activity as 
defined in Section 10 of the Illinois Streetgang Terrorism Omnibus 
Prevention Act. 

(1.7) A person convicted of violating subsection (c‑ 5) of this Section is guilty of a Class 
4 felony. 

(2) Any person convicted of violating subsection (d) or (e) of this Section is guilty of a 
Class 4 felony for a first violation. A second or subsequent violation of subsection 
(d) or (e) of this Section is a Class 3 felony. 

(2.5) Any person convicted of violating subsection (f) of this Section is guilty of a Class 4 
felony. Any person convicted of violating subsection (f) of this section in which the 
site, structure, or facility made available to violate subsection (f) is located within 
1,000 feet of a school, public park, playground, child care institution, day care 
center, part day child care facility, day care home, group day care home, or a facility 
providing programs or services exclusively directed toward persons under 18 years 
of age is guilty of a class 3 felony for a first violation and a class 2 felony for a 
second or subsequent violation. 

(3) Any person convicted of violating subsection (g) of this Section is guilty of a Class 4 
felony for a first violation. A second or subsequent violation of subsection (g) of this 
Section is a Class 3 felony. If a person under 13 years of age is present at any show, 
exhibition, program, or other activity prohibited in subsection (g), the parent, legal 
guardian, or other person who is 18 years of age or older who brings that person 
under 13 years of age to that show, exhibition, program, or other activity is guilty of 
a Class 3 felony for a first violation and a Class 2 felony for a second or subsequent 
violation. 

(i-5) A person who commits a felony violation of this Section is subject to the property 
forfeiture provisions set forth in Article 124B of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963. 

(j) Any dog or equipment involved in a violation of this Section shall be immediately seized 
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and impounded under Section 12 of the Humane Care for Animals Act when located at 
any show, exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a dog 
fight for the purposes of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(k) Any vehicle or conveyance other than a common carrier that is used in violation of this 
Section shall be seized, held, and offered for sale at public auction by the sheriff’s 
department of the proper jurisdiction, and the proceeds from the sale shall be remitted 
to the general fund of the county where the violation took place. 

(l) Any veterinarian in this State who is presented with a dog for treatment of injuries or 
wounds resulting from fighting where there is a reasonable possibility that the dog was 
engaged in or utilized for a fighting event for the purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment shall file a report with the Department of Agriculture and cooperate by 
furnishing the owners’ names, dates, and descriptions of the dog or dogs involved. Any 
veterinarian who in good faith complies with the requirements of this subsection has 
immunity from any liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, that may result from his or her 
actions. For the purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of the 
veterinarian shall be rebuttably presumed. 

(m) In addition to any other penalty provided by law, upon conviction for violating this 
Section, the court may order that the convicted person and persons dwelling in the 
same household as the convicted person who conspired, aided, or abetted in the 
unlawful act that was the basis of the conviction, or who knew or should have known of 
the unlawful act, may not own, harbor, or have custody or control of any dog or other 
animal for a period of time that the court deems reasonable. 

(n) A violation of subsection (a) of this Section may be inferred from evidence that the 
accused possessed any device or equipment described in subsection (d), (e), or (h) of 
this Section, and also possessed any dog. 

(o) When no longer required for investigations or court proceedings relating to the events 
described or depicted therein, evidence relating to convictions for violations of this 
Section shall be retained and made available for use in training peace officers in 
detecting and identifying violations of this Section. Such evidence shall be made 
available upon request to other law enforcement agencies and to schools certified 
under the Illinois Police Training Act. 

(p) For the purposes of this section, “school” has the meaning ascribed to it in section 11-
9.3 of this code; and “public park”, “playground”, “child care institution”, “day care 
center”, “part day child care facility”, “day care home”, “group day care home”, and 
“facility providing programs or services exclusively directed toward persons under 18 
years of age” have the meanings ascribed to them in section 11-9.4 of this code. 
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11.  COURTROOM ANIMAL ADVOCATE PROGRAM 

 

-----  
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12.  PROTECTION ORDERS 

 
NOTE: irrelevant statutory text omitted  
 
725 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/112A-14. Domestic violence order of protection; remedies.        
 

(a) (Blank). 
(b) The court may order any of the remedies listed in this subsection (b). The remedies 

listed in this subsection (b) shall be in addition to other civil or criminal remedies 
available to petitioner. 

***** 
 (11.5)  Protection of animals. Grant the petitioner the exclusive care, custody, or control 

of any animal owned, possessed, leased, kept, or held by either the petitioner or 
the respondent or a minor child residing in the residence or household of either 
the petitioner or the respondent and order the respondent to stay away from the 
animal and forbid the respondent from taking, transferring, encumbering, 
concealing, harming, or otherwise disposing of the animal. 

*****  
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13.  RESTITUTION 

 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.05. Security for companion animals and animals used for fighting 
purposes. 
 

(a) In the case of companion animals as defined in Section 2.01a or animals used for fighting 
purposes in violation of Section 4.01 of this Act or Section 26-5 of the Criminal Code of 
1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012 or a violation of 3.01, 3.02, 3.03 or 7.1 of this Act, the 
animal control or animal shelter having custody of the animal or animals may file a 
petition with the court requesting that the person from whom the animal or animals are 
seized, or the owner of the animal or animals, be ordered to post security. The security 
must be in an amount sufficient to secure payment of all reasonable expenses expected 
to be incurred by the animal control or animal shelter in caring for and providing for the 
animal or animals pending the disposition of the charges. Reasonable expenses include, 
but are not limited to, estimated medical care and boarding of the animal or animals for 
30 days. The amount of the security shall be determined by the court after taking into 
consideration all of the facts and circumstances of the case, including, but not limited to, 
the recommendation of the impounding organization having custody and care of the 
seized animal or animals and the cost of caring for the animal or animals. If security has 
been posted in accordance with this Section, the animal control or animal shelter may 
draw from the security the actual costs incurred by the agency in caring for the seized 
animal or animals. 

(b) Upon receipt of a petition, the court must set a hearing on the petition, to be conducted 
within 5 business days after the petition is filed. The petitioner must serve a true copy of 
the petition upon the defendant and the State’s Attorney for the county in which the 
animal or animals were seized. The petitioner must also serve a true copy of the petition 
on any interested person. For the purposes of this subsection, “interested person” means 
an individual, partnership, firm, joint stock company, corporation, association, trust, 
estate, or other legal entity that the court determines may have a pecuniary interest in 
the animal or animals that are the subject of the petition. The court must set a hearing 
date to determine any interested parties. The court may waive for good cause shown the 
posting of security. 

(c) If the court orders the posting of security, the security must be posted with the clerk of 
the court within 5 business days after the hearing. If the person ordered to post security 
does not do so, the animal or animals are forfeited by operation of law and the animal 
control or animal shelter having control of the animal or animals must dispose of the 
animal or animals through adoption or must humanely euthanize the animal. In no 
event may the defendant or any person residing in the defendant’s household adopt the 
animal or animals. 

(d) The impounding organization may file a petition with the court upon the expiration of 
the 30-day period requesting the posting of additional security. The court may order the 
person from whom the animal or animals were seized, or the owner of the animal or 
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animals, to post additional security with the clerk of the court to secure payment of 
reasonable expenses for an additional period of time pending a determination by the 
court of the charges against the person from whom the animal or animals were seized. 

(e) In no event may the security prevent the impounding organization having custody and 
care of the animal or animals from disposing of the animal or animals before the 
expiration of the 30-day period covered by the security if the court makes a final 
determination of the charges against the person from whom the animal or animals were 
seized. Upon the adjudication of the charges, the person who posted the security is 
entitled to a refund of the security, in whole or in part, for any expenses not incurred by 
the impounding organization. 

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Section to the contrary, the court may order 
a person charged with any violation of this Act to provide necessary food, water, shelter, 
and care for any animal or animals that are the basis of the charge without the removal 
of the animal or animals from their existing location and until the charges against the 
person are adjudicated. Until a final determination of the charges is made, any law 
enforcement officer, animal control officer, Department investigator, or an approved 
humane investigator may be authorized by an order of the court to make regular visits 
to the place where the animal or animals are being kept to ascertain if the animal or 
animals are receiving necessary food, water, shelter, and care. Nothing in this Section 
prevents any law enforcement officer, Department investigator, or approved humane 
investigator from applying for a warrant under this Section to seize any animal or 
animals being held by the person charged pending the adjudication of the charges if it is 
determined that the animal or animals are not receiving the necessary food, water, 
shelter, or care. 

(g) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to prevent the voluntary, permanent 
relinquishment of any animal by its owner to an animal control or animal shelter in lieu 
of posting security or proceeding to a forfeiture hearing. Voluntary relinquishment shall 
have no effect on the criminal charges that may be pursued by the appropriate 
authorities. 

(h) If an owner of a companion animal is acquitted by the court of charges made pursuant 
to this Act, the court shall further order that any security that has been posted for the 
animal shall be returned to the owner by the impounding organization. 

(i) The provisions of this Section only pertain to companion animals and animals used for 
fighting purposes. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.06. Disposition of seized companion animals and animals used for 
fighting purposes. 
 

(a) Upon the conviction of the person charged, all animals seized, if not previously ordered 
forfeited or previously forfeited by operation of law, are forfeited to the facility 
impounding the animals and must be humanely euthanized or adopted. Any 
outstanding costs incurred by the impounding facility for boarding and treating the 
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animals pending the disposition of the case and any costs incurred in disposing of the 
animals must be borne by the person convicted. 

(b) Any person authorized by this Section to care for an animal or animals, to treat an 
animal or animals, or to attempt to restore an animal or animals to good health and 
who is acting in good faith is immune from any civil or criminal liability that may result 
from his or her actions. 

(c) The provisions of this Section only pertain to companion animals and animals used for 
fighting purposes. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.02. Arrests; reports. 
 

(a) Any law enforcement officer making an arrest for an offense involving one or more 
animals under Section 4.01 of this Act or Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012 [510 
ILCS 70/4.01 or 720 ILCS 5/48-1] shall lawfully take possession of all animals and all 
paraphernalia, implements, or other property or things used or employed, or about to 
be employed, in the violation of any of the provisions of Section 4.01 of this Act or 
Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012. When a law enforcement officer has taken 
possession of such animals, paraphernalia, implements or other property or things, he 
or she shall file with the court before whom the complaint is made against any person 
so arrested an affidavit stating therein the name of the person charged in the complaint, 
a description of the property so taken and the time and place of the taking thereof 
together with the name of the person from whom the same was taken and name of the 
person who claims to own such property, if different from the person from whom the 
animals were seized and if known, and that the affiant has reason to believe and does 
believe, stating the ground of the belief, that the animals and property so taken were 
used or employed, or were about to be used or employed, in a violation of Section 4.01 
of this Act or Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012. He or she shall thereupon 
deliver an inventory of the property so taken to the court of competent jurisdiction. A 
law enforcement officer may humanely euthanize animals that are severely injured. 
 
An owner whose animals are removed for a violation of Section 4.01 of this Act or 
Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012 must be given written notice of the 
circumstances of the removal and of any legal remedies available to him or her. The 
notice must be posted at the place of seizure or delivered to a person residing at the 
place of seizure or, if the address of the owner is different from the address of the 
person from whom the animals were seized, delivered by registered mail to his or her 
last known address. 
 
The animal control or animal shelter having custody of the animals may file a petition 
with the court requesting that the person from whom the animals were seized or the 
owner of the animals be ordered to post security pursuant to Section 3.05 of this Act. 
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Upon the conviction of the person so charged, all animals shall be adopted or humanely 
euthanized and property so seized shall be adjudged by the court to be forfeited. Any 
outstanding costs incurred by the impounding facility in boarding and treating the 
animals pending the disposition of the case and disposing of the animals upon a 
conviction must be borne by the person convicted. In no event may the animals be 
adopted by the defendant or anyone residing in his or her household. If the court finds 
that the State either failed to prove the criminal allegations or failed to prove that the 
animals were used in fighting, the court must direct the delivery of the animals and the 
other property not previously forfeited to the owner of the animals and property. 
 
Any person authorized by this Section to care for an animal, to treat an animal, or to 
attempt to restore an animal to good health and who is acting in good faith is immune 
from any civil or criminal liability that may result from his or her actions. 
 
An animal control warden, animal control administrator, animal shelter employee, or 
approved humane investigator may humanely euthanize severely injured, diseased, or 
suffering animal in exigent circumstances. 

(b) Any veterinarian in this State who is presented with an animal for treatment of injuries 
or wounds resulting from fighting where there is a reasonable possibility that the animal 
was engaged in or utilized for a fighting event shall file a report with the Department 
and cooperate by furnishing the owners’ names, date of receipt of the animal or animals 
and treatment administered, and descriptions of the animal or animals involved. Any 
veterinarian who in good faith makes a report, as required by this subsection (b), is 
immune from any liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, resulting from his or her actions. 
For the purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of any such 
veterinarian shall be presumed. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/12. Impounding animals; notice of impoundment. 
 

(a) When an approved humane investigator, a Department investigator or a veterinarian 
finds that a violation of this Act has rendered an animal in such a condition that no 
remedy or corrective action by the owner is possible, the Department must impound or 
order the impoundment of the animal. If the violator fails or refuses to take corrective 
action necessary for compliance with Section 11 of this Act, the Department may 
impound the animal. If the animal is ordered impounded, it shall be impounded in a 
facility or at another location where the elements of good care as set forth in Section 3 
of this Act can be provided, and where such animals shall be examined and treated by a 
licensed veterinarian or, if the animal is severely injured, diseased, or suffering, 
humanely euthanized. Any expense incurred in the impoundment shall become a lien on 
the animals. 

(b) Emergency impoundment may be exercised in a life-threatening situation and the 
subject animals shall be conveyed directly to a licensed veterinarian for medical services 
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necessary to sustain life or to be humanely euthanized as determined by the 
veterinarian. If such emergency procedure is taken by an animal control officer, the 
Department shall be notified. 

(c) A notice of impoundment shall be given by the investigator to the violator, if known, in 
person or sent by certified or registered mail. If the investigator is not able to serve the 
violator in person or by registered or certified mail, the notice may be given by 
publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the violator’s 
last known address is located. A copy of the notice shall be retained by the investigator 
and a copy forwarded immediately to the Department. The notice of impoundment shall 
include the following: 

(1) A number assigned by the Department which will also be given to the 
impounding facility accepting the responsibility of the animal or animals. 

(2) Listing of deficiencies noted. 
(3) An accurate description of the animal or animals involved. 
(4) Date on which the animal or animals were impounded. 
(5) Signature of the investigator. 
(6) A statement that: “The violator may request a hearing to appeal the 

impoundment. A person desiring a hearing shall contact the Department of 
Agriculture within 7 days from the date of impoundment” and the Department 
must hold an administrative hearing within 7 business days after receiving a 
request to appeal the impoundment. If the hearing cannot be held prior to the 
expiration of the 7-day impoundment period, the Department shall notify the 
impounding facility that it cannot sell, offer for adoption, or dispose of the 
animal or animals until a final decision is rendered and all of the appeal 
processes have expired. 

(c) If a hearing is requested by any owner of impounded animals, the Hearing Officer shall, 
after hearing the testimony of all interested parties, render a decision within 5 business 
days regarding the disposition of the impounded animals. This decision by the Hearing 
Officer shall have no effect on the criminal charges that may be filed with the 
appropriate authorities. 

(d) If an owner of a companion animal or animal used for fighting purposes requests a 
hearing, the animal control or animal shelter having control of the animal or animals 
may file a petition with the court in the county where the impoundment took place 
requesting that the person from whom the animal or animals were seized or the owner 
of the animal or animals be ordered to post security pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) 
of Section 3.05 of this Act. 

(e) If the court orders the posting of security, the security must be posted with the clerk of 
the court within 5 business days after the hearing. If the person ordered to post security 
does not do so, the court must order the Department of Agriculture to hold a hearing on 
the impoundment within 5 business days. If, upon final administrative or judicial 
determination, it is found that it is not in the best interest of the animal or animals to be 
returned to the person from whom it was seized, the animal or animals are forfeited to 
the animal control or animal shelter having control of the animal or animals. If no 
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petition for the posting of security is filed or a petition was filed and granted but the 
person failed to post security, any expense incurred in the impoundment shall remain 
outstanding until satisfied by the owner or the person from whom the animal or animals 
were impounded. 

(f) When the impoundment is not appealed, the animal or animals are forfeited and the 
animal control or animal shelter in charge of the animal or animals may lawfully and 
without liability provide for adoption of the animal or animals by a person other than 
the person who forfeited the animal or animals, or any person or persons dwelling in 
the same household as the person who forfeited the animal or animals, or it may 
humanely euthanize the animal or animals. 

 
 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/12-35. Sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal. 
 

(a) A person may not knowingly engage in any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an 
animal. 

(b) A person may not knowingly cause, aid, or abet another person to engage in any sexual 
conduct or sexual contact with an animal. 

(c) A person may not knowingly permit any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal 
to be conducted on any premises under his or her charge or control. 

(d) A person may not knowingly engage in, promote, aid, or abet any activity involving any 
sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal for a commercial or recreational 
purpose. 

(e) Sentence. A person who violates this Section is guilty of a Class 4 felony. A person who 
violates this Section in the presence of a person under 18 years of age or causes the 
animal serious physical injury or death is guilty of a Class 3 felony. 

(f) In addition to the penalty imposed in subsection (e), the court may order that the 
defendant do any of the following: 

(1) Not harbor animals or reside in any household where animals are present for a 
reasonable period of time or permanently, if necessary. 

(2) Relinquish and permanently forfeit all animals residing in the household to a 
recognized or duly organized animal shelter or humane society. 

(3) Undergo a psychological evaluation and counseling at defendant’s expense. 
(4) Reimburse the animal shelter or humane society for any reasonable costs 

incurred for the care and maintenance of the animal involved in the sexual 
conduct or sexual contact in addition to any animals relinquished to the animal 
shelter or humane society. 

(g) Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prohibit accepted animal husbandry 
practices or accepted veterinary medical practices by a licensed veterinarian or certified 
veterinary technician. 

(h) If the court has reasonable grounds to believe that a violation of this Section has 
occurred, the court may order the seizure of all animals involved in the alleged violation 
as a condition of bond of a person charged with a violation of this Section. 
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(i) In this Section: 
“Animal” means every creature, either alive or dead, other than a human being. 
“Sexual conduct” means any knowing touching or fondling by a person, either directly or 
through clothing, of the sex organs or anus of an animal or any transfer or transmission 
of semen by the person upon any part of the animal, for the purpose of sexual 
gratification or arousal of the person. 
“Sexual contact” means any contact, however slight, between the sex organ or anus of a 
person and the sex organ, mouth, or anus of an animal, or any intrusion, however slight, 
of any part of the body of the person into the sex organ or anus of an animal, for the 
purpose of sexual gratification or arousal of the person. Evidence of emission of semen 
is not required to prove sexual contact. 

 
 
730 Ill. Comp. Stat. 5/5-5-6. Restitution. 
 
In all convictions for offenses in violation of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 
2012 [720 ILCS 5/1-1 et seq.] or of Section 11-501 of the Illinois Vehicle Code [625 ILCS 5/11-
501] in which the person received any injury to his or her person or damage to his or her real or 
personal property as a result of the criminal act of the defendant, the court shall order 
restitution as provided in this Section. In all other cases, except cases in which restitution is 
required under this Section, the court must at the sentence hearing determine whether 
restitution is an appropriate sentence to be imposed on each defendant convicted of an 
offense. If the court determines that an order directing the offender to make restitution is 
appropriate, the offender may be sentenced to make restitution. The court may consider 
restitution an appropriate sentence to be imposed on each defendant convicted of an offense 
in addition to a sentence of imprisonment. The sentence of the defendant to a term of 
imprisonment is not a mitigating factor that prevents the court from ordering the defendant to 
pay restitution. If the offender is sentenced to make restitution the Court shall determine the 
restitution as hereinafter set forth: 

(a) At the sentence hearing, the court shall determine whether the property may be 
restored in kind to the possession of the owner or the person entitled to possession 
thereof; or whether the defendant is possessed of sufficient skill to repair and restore 
property damaged; or whether the defendant should be required to make restitution in 
cash, for out-of-pocket expenses, damages, losses, or injuries found to have been 
proximately caused by the conduct of the defendant or another for whom the 
defendant is legally accountable under the provisions of Article 5 of the Criminal Code of 
1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012. 

(b) In fixing the amount of restitution to be paid in cash, the court shall allow credit for 
property returned in kind, for property damages ordered to be repaired by the 
defendant, and for property ordered to be restored by the defendant; and after 
granting the credit, the court shall assess the actual out-of-pocket expenses, losses, 
damages, and injuries suffered by the victim named in the charge and any other victims 
who may also have suffered out-of-pocket expenses, losses, damages, and injuries 
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proximately caused by the same criminal conduct of the defendant, and insurance 
carriers who have indemnified the named victim or other victims for the out-of-pocket 
expenses, losses, damages, or injuries, provided that in no event shall restitution be 
ordered to be paid on account of pain and suffering. If a defendant is placed on 
supervision for, or convicted of, domestic battery, the defendant shall be required to 
pay restitution to any domestic violence shelter in which the victim and any other family 
or household members lived because of the domestic battery. The amount of the 
restitution shall equal the actual expenses of the domestic violence shelter in providing 
housing and any other services for the victim and any other family or household 
members living at the shelter. If a defendant fails to pay restitution in the manner or 
within the time period specified by the court, the court may enter an order directing the 
sheriff to seize any real or personal property of a defendant to the extent necessary to 
satisfy the order of restitution and dispose of the property by public sale. All proceeds 
from such sale in excess of the amount of restitution plus court costs and the costs of 
the sheriff in conducting the sale shall be paid to the defendant. The defendant 
convicted of domestic battery, if a person under 18 years of age was present and 
witnessed the domestic battery of the victim, is liable to pay restitution for the cost of 
any counseling required for the child at the discretion of the court. 

(c) In cases where more than one defendant is accountable for the same criminal conduct 
that results in out-of-pocket expenses, losses, damages, or injuries, each defendant shall 
be ordered to pay restitution in the amount of the total actual out-of-pocket expenses, 
losses, damages, or injuries to the victim proximately caused by the conduct of all of the 
defendants who are legally accountable for the offense. 

(1) In no event shall the victim be entitled to recover restitution in excess of the 
actual out-of-pocket expenses, losses, damages, or injuries, proximately caused 
by the conduct of all of the defendants. 

(2) As between the defendants, the court may apportion the restitution that is 
payable in proportion to each co-defendant’s culpability in the commission of 
the offense. 

(3) In the absence of a specific order apportioning the restitution, each defendant 
shall bear his pro rata share of the restitution. 

(4) As between the defendants, each defendant shall be entitled to a pro rata 
reduction in the total restitution required to be paid to the victim for amounts of 
restitution actually paid by co-defendants, and defendants who shall have paid 
more than their pro rata share shall be entitled to refunds to be computed by 
the court as additional amounts are paid by co-defendants. 

(d) In instances where a defendant has more than one criminal charge pending against him 
in a single case, or more than one case, and the defendant stands convicted of one or 
more charges, a plea agreement negotiated by the State’s Attorney and the defendants 
may require the defendant to make restitution to victims of charges that have been 
dismissed or which it is contemplated will be dismissed under the terms of the plea 
agreement, and under the agreement, the court may impose a sentence of restitution 
on the charge or charges of which the defendant has been convicted that would require 
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the defendant to make restitution to victims of other offenses as provided in the plea 
agreement. 

(e) The court may require the defendant to apply the balance of the cash bond, after 
payment of court costs, and any fine that may be imposed to the payment of restitution. 

(f) Taking into consideration the ability of the defendant to pay, including any real or 
personal property or any other assets of the defendant, the court shall determine 
whether restitution shall be paid in a single payment or in installments, and shall fix a 
period of time not in excess of 5 years, except for violations of Sections 16–1.3 and 17–
56 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012, or the period of time 
specified in subsection (f-1), not including periods of incarceration, within which 
payment of restitution is to be paid in full. Complete restitution shall be paid in as short 
a time period as possible. However, if the court deems it necessary and in the best 
interest of the victim, the court may extend beyond 5 years the period of time within 
which the payment of restitution is to be paid. If the defendant is ordered to pay 
restitution and the court orders that restitution is to be paid over a period greater than 
6 months, the court shall order that the defendant make monthly payments; the court 
may waive this requirement of monthly payments only if there is a specific finding of 
good cause for waiver. 

(f-1) 
(1) In addition to any other penalty prescribed by law and any restitution ordered 

under this Section that did not include long-term physical health care costs, the 
court may, upon conviction of any misdemeanor or felony, order a defendant to 
pay restitution to a victim in accordance with the provisions of this subsection (f-
1) if the victim has suffered physical injury as a result of the offense that is 
reasonably probable to require or has required long-term physical health care 
for more than 3 months. As used in this subsection (f-1) “long-term physical 
health care” includes mental health care. 

(2) The victim’s estimate of long-term physical health care costs may be made as 
part of a victim impact statement under Section 6 of the Rights of Crime Victims 
and Witnesses Act [725 ILCS 120/1 et seq.] or made separately. The court shall 
enter the long-term physical health care restitution order at the time of 
sentencing. An order of restitution made under this subsection (f-1) shall fix a 
monthly amount to be paid by the defendant for as long as long-term physical 
health care of the victim is required as a result of the offense. The order may 
exceed the length of any sentence imposed upon the defendant for the criminal 
activity. The court shall include as a special finding in the judgment of conviction 
its determination of the monthly cost of long-term physical health care. 

(3) After a sentencing order has been entered, the court may from time to time, on 
the petition of either the defendant or the victim, or upon its own motion, enter 
an order for restitution for long-term physical care or modify the existing order 
for restitution for long-term physical care as to the amount of monthly 
payments. Any modification of the order shall be based only upon a substantial 
change of circumstances relating to the cost of long-term physical health care or 
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the financial condition of either the defendant or the victim. The petition shall be 
filed as part of the original criminal docket. 

(g) In addition to the sentences provided for in Sections 11-1.20, 11-1.30, 11-1.40, 11-1.50, 
11-1.60, 11-19.2, 11-20.1, 11-20.1B, 11-20.3, 12-13, 12-14, 12-14.1, 12-15, and 12-16, 
and subdivision (a)(4) of Section 11-14.4, of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal 
Code of 2012, the court may order any person who is convicted of violating any of those 
Sections or who was charged with any of those offenses and which charge was reduced 
to another charge as a result of a plea agreement under subsection (d) of this Section to 
meet all or any portion of the financial obligations of treatment, including but not 
limited to medical, psychiatric, or rehabilitative treatment or psychological counseling, 
prescribed for the victim or victims of the offense. 
The payments shall be made by the defendant to the clerk of the circuit court and 
transmitted by the clerk to the appropriate person or agency as directed by the court. 
Except as otherwise provided in subsection (f-1), the order may require such payments 
to be made for a period not to exceed 5 years after sentencing, not including periods of 
incarceration. 

(h) The judge may enter an order of withholding to collect the amount of restitution owed 
in accordance with Part 8 of Article XII of the Code of Civil Procedure [735 ILCS 5/12-801 
et seq.]. 

(i) A sentence of restitution may be modified or revoked by the court if the offender 
commits another offense, or the offender fails to make restitution as ordered by the 
court, but no sentence to make restitution shall be revoked unless the court shall find 
that the offender has had the financial ability to make restitution, and he has wilfully 
refused to do so. When the offender’s ability to pay restitution was established at the 
time an order of restitution was entered or modified, or when the offender’s ability to 
pay was based on the offender’s willingness to make restitution as part of a plea 
agreement made at the time the order of restitution was entered or modified, there is a 
rebuttable presumption that the facts and circumstances considered by the court at the 
hearing at which the order of restitution was entered or modified regarding the 
offender’s ability or willingness to pay restitution have not materially changed. If the 
court shall find that the defendant has failed to make restitution and that the failure is 
not wilful, the court may impose an additional period of time within which to make 
restitution. The length of the additional period shall not be more than 2 years. The court 
shall retain all of the incidents of the original sentence, including the authority to modify 
or enlarge the conditions, and to revoke or further modify the sentence if the conditions 
of payment are violated during the additional period. 

(j) The procedure upon the filing of a Petition to Revoke a sentence to make restitution 
shall be the same as the procedures set forth in Section 5-6-4 of this Code [730 ILCS 5/5-
6-4] governing violation, modification, or revocation of Probation, of Conditional 
Discharge, or of Supervision. 

(k) Nothing contained in this Section shall preclude the right of any party to proceed in a 
civil action to recover for any damages incurred due to the criminal misconduct of the 
defendant. 
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(l) Restitution ordered under this Section shall not be subject to disbursement by the 
circuit clerk under Section 27.5 of the Clerks of Courts Act [705 ILCS 105/27.5]. 

(m) A restitution order under this Section is a judgment lien in favor of the victim that: 
(1) Attaches to the property of the person subject to the order; 
(2) May be perfected in the same manner as provided in Part 3 of Article 9 of the 

Uniform Commercial Code [810 ILCS 5/9-301 et seq.]; 
(3) May be enforced to satisfy any payment that is delinquent under the restitution 

order by the person in whose favor the order is issued or the person’s assignee; 
and 

(4) Expires in the same manner as a judgment lien created in a civil proceeding. 
When a restitution order is issued under this Section, the issuing court shall send 
a certified copy of the order to the clerk of the circuit court in the county where 
the charge was filed. Upon receiving the order, the clerk shall enter and index 
the order in the circuit court judgment docket. 

(n) An order of restitution under this Section does not bar a civil action for: 
(1) Damages that the court did not require the person to pay to the victim under the 

restitution order but arise from an injury or property damages that is the basis of 
restitution ordered by the court; and 

(2) Other damages suffered by the victim. 
The restitution order is not discharged by the completion of the sentence imposed for 
the offense. 
 
A restitution order under this Section is not discharged by the liquidation of a person’s 
estate by a receiver. A restitution order under this Section may be enforced in the same 
manner as judgment liens are enforced under Article XII of the Code of Civil Procedure 
[735 ILCS 5/12-101 et seq.]. 
 
The provisions of Section 2-1303 of the Code of Civil Procedure [735 ILCS 5/2-1303], 
providing for interest on judgments, apply to judgments for restitution entered under 
this Section. 
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14.  FORFEITURE & POSSESSION BANS 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.04. Arrests and seizures. 
 

(a) Any law enforcement officer making an arrest for an offense involving one or more 
companion animals under Section 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, 4.01 or 7.1 of this Act may lawfully 
take possession of some or all of the companion animals in the possession of the person 
arrested. The officer, after taking possession of the companion animals, must file with 
the court before whom the complaint is made against any person so arrested an 
affidavit stating the name of the person charged in the complaint, a description of the 
condition of the companion animal or companion animals taken, and the time and place 
the companion animal or companion animals were taken, together with the name of the 
person from whom the companion animal or companion animals were taken and name 
of the person who claims to own the companion animal or companion animals if 
different from the person from whom the companion animal or companion animals 
were seized. He or she must at the same time deliver an inventory of the companion 
animal or companion animals taken to the court of competent jurisdiction.  
The officer must place the companion animal or companion animals in the custody of an 
animal control or animal shelter and the agency must retain custody of the companion 
animal or companion animals subject to an order of the court adjudicating the charges 
on the merits and before which the person complained against is required to appear for 
trial. If the animal control or animal shelter owns no facility capable of housing the 
companion animals, has no space to house the companion animals, or is otherwise 
unable to house the companion animals or the health or condition of the animals 
prevents their removal, the animals shall be impounded at the site of the violation 
pursuant to a court order authorizing the impoundment, provided that the person 
charged is an owner of the property. Employees or agents of the animal control or 
animal shelter or law enforcement shall have the authority to access the on-site 
impoundment property for the limited purpose of providing care and veterinary 
treatment for the impounded animals and ensuring their well-being and safety.  
Upon impoundment, a petition for posting of security may be filed under Section 3.05 of 
this Act [510 ILCS 70/3.05]. Disposition of the animals shall be controlled by Section 3.06 
of this Act [510 ILCS 70/3.06]. The State’s Attorney may, within 14 days after the seizure, 
file a “petition for forfeiture prior to trial” before the court having criminal jurisdiction 
over the alleged charges, asking for permanent forfeiture of the companion animals 
seized. The petition shall be filed with the court, with copies served on the impounding 
agency, the owner, and anyone claiming an interest in the animals. In a “petition for 
forfeiture prior to trial”, the burden is on the prosecution to prove by a preponderance of 
the evidence that the person arrested violated Section 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, 4.01, or 7.1 of 
this Act or Section 26-5 of the Criminal Code of 1961or the Criminal Code of 2012. 

(b) An owner whose companion animal or companion animals are removed by a law 
enforcement officer under this Section must be given written notice of the 
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circumstances of the removal and of any legal remedies available to him or her. The 
notice must be delivered in person, posted at the place of seizure, or delivered to a 
person residing at the place of seizure or, if the address of the owner is different from 
the address of the person from whom the companion animal or companion animals 
were seized, delivered by registered mail to his or her last known address. 

(c) In addition to any other penalty provided by law, upon conviction for violating Sections 
3, 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, 4.01, or 7.01 of this Act or Section 26-5 or 48-1 of the Criminal Code 
of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012, the court may order the convicted person to forfeit 
to an animal control or animal shelter the animal or animals that are the basis of the 
conviction. Upon an order of forfeiture, the convicted person is deemed to have 
permanently relinquished all rights to the animal or animals that are the basis of the 
conviction, if not already. The forfeited animal or animals shall be adopted or humanely 
euthanized. In no event may the convicted person or anyone residing in his or her 
household be permitted to adopt or otherwise possess the forfeited animal or animals. 
The court, additionally, may order that the convicted person and persons dwelling in the 
same household as the convicted person who conspired, aided, or abetted in the 
unlawful act that was the basis of the conviction, or who knew or should have known of 
the unlawful act, may not own, harbor, or have custody or control of any other animals 
for a period of time that the court deems reasonable. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.05. Security for companion animals and animals used for fighting 
purposes. 
 

(a) In the case of companion animals as defined in Section 2.01a or animals used for 
fighting purposes in violation of Section 4.01 of this Act or Section 26-5 of the Criminal 
Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012 or a violation of 3.01, 3.02, 3.03 or 7.01 of 
this Act,  the animal control or animal shelter having custody of the animal or animals 
may file a petition with the court requesting that the person from whom the animal or 
animals are seized, or the owner of the animal or animals, be ordered to post security. 
The security must be in an amount sufficient to secure payment of all reasonable 
expenses expected to be incurred by the animal control or animal shelter in caring for 
and providing for the animal or animals pending the disposition of the charges. 
Reasonable expenses include, but are not limited to, estimated medical care and 
boarding of the animal or animals for 30 days. The amount of the security shall be 
determined by the court after taking into consideration all of the facts and 
circumstances of the case, including, but not limited to, the recommendation of the 
impounding organization having custody and care of the seized animal or animals and 
the cost of caring for the animal or animals. If security has been posted in accordance 
with this Section, the animal control or animal shelter may draw from the security the 
actual costs incurred by the agency in caring for the seized animal or animals. 

(b) Upon receipt of a petition, the court must set a hearing on the petition, to be conducted 
within 5 business days after the petition is filed. The petitioner must serve a true copy of 
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the petition upon the defendant and the State’s Attorney for the county in which the 
animal or animals were seized. The petitioner must also serve a true copy of the petition 
on any interested person. For the purposes of this subsection, “interested person” 
means an individual, partnership, firm, joint stock company, corporation, association, 
trust, estate, or other legal entity that the court determines may have a pecuniary 
interest in the animal or animals that are the subject of the petition. The court must set 
a hearing date to determine any interested parties. The court may waive for good cause 
shown the posting of security. 

(c) If the court orders the posting of security, the security must be posted with the clerk of 
the court within 5 business days after the hearing. If the person ordered to post security 
does not do so, the animal or animals are forfeited by operation of law and the animal 
control or animal shelter having control of the animal or animals must dispose of the 
animal or animals through adoption or must humanely euthanize the animal. In no event 
may the defendant or any person residing in the defendant’s household adopt the 
animal or animals. 

(d) The impounding organization may file a petition with the court upon the expiration of 
the 30-day period requesting the posting of additional security. The court may order the 
person from whom the animal or animals were seized, or the owner of the animal or 
animals, to post additional security with the clerk of the court to secure payment of 
reasonable expenses for an additional period of time pending a determination by the 
court of the charges against the person from whom the animal or animals were seized. 

(e) In no event may the security prevent the impounding organization having custody and 
care of the animal or animals from disposing of the animal or animals before the 
expiration of the 30-day period covered by the security if the court makes a final 
determination of the charges against the person from whom the animal or animals were 
seized. Upon the adjudication of the charges, the person who posted the security is 
entitled to a refund of the security, in whole or in part, for any expenses not incurred by 
the impounding organization. 

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Section to the contrary, the court may order 
a person charged with any violation of this Act to provide necessary food, water, shelter, 
and care for any animal or animals that are the basis of the charge without the removal 
of the animal or animals from their existing location and until the charges against the 
person are adjudicated. Until a final determination of the charges is made, any law 
enforcement officer, animal control officer, Department investigator, or an approved 
humane investigator may be authorized by an order of the court to make regular visits 
to the place where the animal or animals are being kept to ascertain if the animal or 
animals are receiving necessary food, water, shelter, and care. Nothing in this Section 
prevents any law enforcement officer, Department investigator, or approved humane 
investigator from applying for a warrant under this Section to seize any animal or 
animals being held by the person charged pending the adjudication of the charges if it is 
determined that the animal or animals are not receiving the necessary food, water, 
shelter, or care. 

(g) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to prevent the voluntary, permanent 
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relinquishment of any animal by its owner to an animal control or animal shelter in lieu 
of posting security or proceeding to a forfeiture hearing. Voluntary relinquishment shall 
have no effect on the criminal charges that may be pursued by the appropriate 
authorities. 

(h) If an owner of a companion animal is acquitted by the court of charges made pursuant 
to this Act, the court shall further order that any security that has been posted for the 
animal shall be returned to the owner by the impounding organization. 

(i) The provisions of this Section only pertain to companion animals and animals used for 
fighting purposes. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.06. Disposition of seized companion animals and animals used for 
fighting purposes. 
 

(a) Upon the conviction of the person charged, all animals seized, if not previously ordered 
forfeited or previously forfeited by operation of law, are forfeited to the facility 
impounding the animals and must be humanely euthanized or adopted. Any outstanding 
costs incurred by the impounding facility for boarding and treating the animals pending 
the disposition of the case and any costs incurred in disposing of the animals must be 
borne by the person convicted. 

(b) Any person authorized by this Section to care for an animal or animals, to treat an 
animal or animals, or to attempt to restore an animal or animals to good health and 
who is acting in good faith is immune from any civil or criminal liability that may result 
from his or her actions. 

(c) The provisions of this Section only pertain to companion animals and animals used for 
fighting purposes. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4. Prohibited acts.  
 
Prohibited acts. No person may sell, offer for sale, barter, or give away as a pet or a novelty any 
rabbit or any baby chick, duckling or other fowl which has been dyed, colored, or otherwise 
treated to impart an artificial color thereto. Baby chicks or ducklings shall not be sold, offered 
or sale, bartered, or given away as pets or novelties. Rabbits, ducklings or baby chicks shall not 
be awarded as prizes.  
 
No person may allow for the adoption, transfer, sale, offer for sale, barter, or give away any 
animal forfeited or relinquished under Section 3.04 or 3.05 of this Act to the person who 
forfeited the animal or a person residing in that person’s household.  
     
A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor. A second or 
subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony, with every day that a violation continues constituting a 
separate offense.  
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510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.01. Animals in entertainment. 
 
This Section does not apply when the only animals involved are dogs. (Section 48-1 of the 
Criminal Code of 2012, rather than this Section, applies when the only animals involved are 
dogs.) 

(a) No person may own, capture, breed, train, or lease any animal which he or she knows or 
should know is intended for use in any show, exhibition, program, or other activity 
featuring or otherwise involving a fight between such animal and any other animal or 
human, or the intentional killing of any animal for the purpose of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment. 

(b) No person shall promote, conduct, carry on, advertise, collect money for or in any other 
manner assist or aid in the presentation for purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment, any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight 
between 2 or more animals or any animal and human, or the intentional killing of any 
animal. 

(c) No person shall sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move, or deliver or 
receive any animal which he or she knows or should know has been captured, bred, or 
trained, or will be used, to fight another animal or human or be intentionally killed, for 
the purpose of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(d) No person shall manufacture for sale, shipment, transportation or delivery any device or 
equipment which that person knows or should know is intended for use in any show, 
exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 
or more animals, or any human and animal, or the intentional killing of any animal for 
purposes of sport, wagering or entertainment. 

(e) No person shall own, possess, sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move 
any equipment or device which such person knows or should know is intended for use in 
connection with any show, exhibition, program, or activity featuring or otherwise 
involving a fight between 2 or more animals, or any animal and human, or the 
intentional killing of any animal for purposes of sport, wagering or entertainment.  

(f) No person shall make available any site, structure, or facility, whether enclosed or not, 
which he or she knows or should know is intended to be used for the purpose of 
conducting any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight between 2 
or more animals, or any animal and human, or the intentional killing of any animal. 

(g) No person shall knowingly attend or otherwise patronize any show, exhibition, program, 
or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 or more animals, or 
any animal and human, or the intentional killing of any animal for the purposes of sport, 
wagering or entertainment. 

(h) (Blank). 
(i) Any animals or equipment involved in a violation of this Section shall be immediately 

seized and impounded under Section 12 by the Department when located at any show, 
exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving an animal fight for 
the purposes of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(j) Any vehicle or conveyance other than a common carrier that is used in violation of this 
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Section shall be seized, held, and offered for sale at public auction by the sheriff’s 
department of the proper jurisdiction, and the proceeds from the sale shall be remitted 
to the general fund of the county where the violation took place. 

(k) Any veterinarian in this State who is presented with an animal for treatment of injuries 
or wounds resulting from fighting where there is a reasonable possibility that the animal 
was engaged in or utilized for a fighting event for the purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment shall file a report with the Department and cooperate by furnishing the 
owners’ names, dates, and descriptions of the animal or animals involved. Any 
veterinarian who in good faith complies with the requirements of this subsection has 
immunity from any liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, that may result from his or her 
actions. For the purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of the 
veterinarian shall be rebuttably presumed. 

(l) No person shall solicit a minor to violate this Section. 
(m) The penalties for violations of this Section shall be as follows: 

(1) A person convicted of violating subsection (a), (b), or (c) of this Section or any 
rule, regulation, or order of the Department pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class 
4 felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent offense involving the 
violation of subsection (a), (b), or (c) of this Section or any rule, regulation, or 
order of the Department pursuant thereto is a Class 3 felony. 

(2) A person convicted of violating subsection (d), (e), or (f) of this Section or any 
rule, regulation, or order of the Department pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class 
4 felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent violation is a Class 3 felony. 

(3) A person convicted of violating subsection (g) of this Section or any rule, 
regulation, or order of the Department pursuant thereto is guilty of a Class 4 
felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent violation is a class 3 felony. 

(4) A person convicted of violating subsection (l) of this Section is guilty of a Class 4 
felony for the first offense. A second or subsequent violation is a class 3 felony. 

(n) A person who commits a felony violation of this Section is subject to the property 
forfeiture provisions set forth in Article 124B of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/4.02. Arrests; reports. 
 

(a) Any law enforcement officer making an arrest for an offense involving one or more 
animals under Section 4.01 of this Act or Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012 [510 
ILCS 70/4.01 or 720 ILCS 5/48-1] shall lawfully take possession of all animals and all 
paraphernalia, implements, or other property or things used or employed, or about to 
be employed, in the violation of any of the provisions of Section 4.01 of this Act or 
Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012. When a law enforcement officer has taken 
possession of such animals, paraphernalia, implements or other property or things, he 
or she shall file with the court before whom the complaint is made against any person 
so arrested an affidavit stating therein the name of the person charged in the complaint, 
a description of the property so taken and the time and place of the taking thereof 
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together with the name of the person from whom the same was taken and name of the 
person who claims to own such property, if different from the person from whom the 
animals were seized and if known, and that the affiant has reason to believe and does 
believe, stating the ground of the belief, that the animals and property  so taken were 
used or employed, or were about to be used or employed, in a violation of Section 4.01 
of this Act or Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012. He or she shall thereupon 
deliver an inventory of the property so taken to the court of competent jurisdiction. A 
law enforcement officer may humanely euthanize animals that are severely injured. 
 
An owner whose animals are removed for a violation of Section 4.01 of this Act or 
Section 48-1 of the Criminal Code of 2012 must be given written notice of the 
circumstances of the removal and of any legal remedies available to him or her. The 
notice must be posted at the place of seizure or delivered to a person residing at the 
place of seizure or, if the address of the owner is different from the address of the 
person from whom the animals were seized, delivered by registered mail to his or her 
last known address. 
 
The animal control or animal shelter having custody of the animals may file a petition 
with the court requesting that the person from whom the animals were seized or the 
owner of the animals be ordered to post security pursuant to Section 3.05 of this Act. 
 
Upon the conviction of the person so charged, all animals shall be adopted or humanely 
euthanized and property so seized shall be adjudged by the court to be forfeited. Any 
outstanding costs incurred by the impounding facility in boarding and treating the 
animals pending the disposition of the case and disposing of the animals upon a 
conviction must be borne by the person convicted. In no event may the animals be 
adopted by the defendant or anyone residing in his or her household. If the court finds 
that the State either failed to prove the criminal allegations or failed to prove that the 
animals were used in fighting, the court must direct the delivery of the animals and the 
other property not previously forfeited to the owner of the animals and property. 
 
Any person authorized by this Section to care for an animal, to treat an animal, or to 
attempt to restore an animal to good health and who is acting in good faith is immune 
from any civil or criminal liability that may result from his or her actions. 
 
An animal control warden, animal control administrator, animal shelter employee, or 
approved humane investigator may humanely euthanize severely injured, diseased, or 
suffering animal in exigent circumstances. 

(b) Any veterinarian in this State who is presented with an animal for treatment of injuries 
or wounds resulting from fighting where there is a reasonable possibility that the animal 
was engaged in or utilized for a fighting event shall file a report with the Department 
and cooperate by furnishing the owners’ names, date of receipt of the animal or animals 
and treatment administered, and descriptions of the animal or animals involved. Any 
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veterinarian who in good faith makes a report, as required by this subsection (b), is 
immune from any liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, resulting from his or her actions. 
For the purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of any such 
veterinarian shall be presumed. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/12. Impounding animals; notice of impoundment. 
 

(a) When an approved humane investigator, a Department investigator or a veterinarian 
finds that a violation of this Act has rendered an animal in such a condition that no 
remedy or corrective action by the owner is possible, the Department must impound or 
order the impoundment of the animal. If the violator fails or refuses to take corrective 
action necessary for compliance with Section 11 of this Act, the Department may 
impound the animal. If the animal is ordered impounded, it shall be impounded in a 
facility or at another location where the elements of good care as set forth in Section 3 
of this Act can be provided, and where such animals shall be examined and treated by a 
licensed veterinarian or, if the animal is severely injured, diseased, or suffering, 
humanely euthanized. Any expense incurred in the impoundment shall become a lien on 
the animals. 

(b) Emergency impoundment may be exercised in a life-threatening situation and the 
subject animals shall be conveyed directly to a licensed veterinarian for medical services 
necessary to sustain life or to be humanely euthanized as determined by the 
veterinarian. If such emergency procedure is taken by an animal control officer, the 
Department shall be notified. 

(c) A notice of impoundment shall be given by the investigator to the violator, if known, in 
person or sent by certified or registered mail. If the investigator is not able to serve the 
violator in person or by registered or certified mail, the notice may be given by 
publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the violator’s 
last known address is located. A copy of the notice shall be retained by the investigator 
and a copy forwarded immediately to the Department. The notice of impoundment shall 
include the following: 

(1) A number assigned by the Department which will also be given to the 
impounding facility accepting the responsibility of the animal or animals. 

(2) Listing of deficiencies noted. 
(3) An accurate description of the animal or animals involved. 
(4) Date on which the animal or animals were impounded. 
(5) Signature of the investigator. 
(6) A statement that: “The violator may request a hearing to appeal the 

impoundment. A person desiring a hearing shall contact the Department of 
Agriculture within 7 days from the date of impoundment” and the Department 
must hold an administrative hearing within 7 business days after receiving a 
request to appeal the impoundment. If the hearing cannot be held prior to the 
expiration of the 7-day impoundment period, the Department shall notify the 



P a g e | 88  

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF ILLINOIS 
 

 
ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF THE USA (13TH EDITION) 

© 2018 Animal Legal Defense Fund 

impounding facility that it cannot sell, offer for adoption, or dispose of the 
animal or animals until a final decision is rendered and all of the appeal 
processes have expired. 
 

If a hearing is requested by any owner of impounded animals, the Hearing Officer shall, 
after hearing the testimony of all interested parties, render a decision within 5 business 
days regarding the disposition of the impounded animals. This decision by the Hearing 
Officer shall have no effect on the criminal charges that may be filed with the 
appropriate authorities. 
 
If an owner of a companion animal or animal used for fighting purposes requests a 
hearing, the animal control or animal shelter having control of the animal or animals 
may file a petition with the court in the county where the impoundment took place 
requesting that the person from whom the animal or animals were seized or the owner 
of the animal or animals be ordered to post security pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) 
of Section 3.05 of this Act. 
 
If the court orders the posting of security, the security must be posted with the clerk of 
the court within 5 business days after the hearing. If the person ordered to post security 
does not do so, the court must order the Department of Agriculture to hold a hearing on 
the impoundment within 5 business days. If, upon final administrative or judicial 
determination, it is found that it is not in the best interest of the animal or animals to be 
returned to the person from whom it was seized, the animal or animals are forfeited to 
the animal control or animal shelter having control of the animal or animals. If no 
petition for the posting of security is filed or a petition was filed and granted but the 
person failed to post security, any expense incurred in the impoundment shall remain 
outstanding until satisfied by the owner or the person from whom the animal or animals 
were impounded. 
 
When the impoundment is not appealed, the animal or animals are forfeited and the 
animal control or animal shelter in charge of the animal or animals may lawfully and 
without liability provide for adoption of the animal or animals by a person other than the 
person who forfeited the animal or animals, or any person or persons dwelling in the 
same household as the person who forfeited the animal or animals, or it may humanely 
euthanize the animal or animals. 

 
 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/12-35. Sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal. 
 

(a) A person may not knowingly engage in any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an 
animal. 

(b) A person may not knowingly cause, aid, or abet another person to engage in any sexual 
conduct or sexual contact with an animal. 
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(c) A person may not knowingly permit any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal 
to be conducted on any premises under his or her charge or control. 

(d) A person may not knowingly engage in, promote, aid, or abet any activity involving any 
sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal for a commercial or recreational 
purpose. 

(e) Sentence. A person who violates this Section is guilty of a Class 4 felony. A person who 
violates this Section in the presence of a person under 18 years of age or causes the 
animal serious physical injury or death is guilty of a Class 3 felony. 

(f) In addition to the penalty imposed in subsection (e), the court may order that the 
defendant do any of the following: 

(1) Not harbor animals or reside in any household where animals are present for a 
reasonable period of time or permanently, if necessary. 

(2) Relinquish and permanently forfeit all animals residing in the household to a 
recognized or duly organized animal shelter or humane society. 

(3) Undergo a psychological evaluation and counseling at defendant’s expense. 
(4) Reimburse the animal shelter or humane society for any reasonable costs 

incurred for the care and maintenance of the animal involved in the sexual 
conduct or sexual contact in addition to any animals relinquished to the animal 
shelter or humane society. 

(g) Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prohibit accepted animal husbandry 
practices or accepted veterinary medical practices by a licensed veterinarian or certified 
veterinary technician. 

(h) If the court has reasonable grounds to believe that a violation of this Section has 
occurred, the court may order the seizure of all animals involved in the alleged violation 
as a condition of bond of a person charged with a violation of this Section. 

(i) In this Section: 
“Animal” means every creature, either alive or dead, other than a human being. 
“Sexual conduct” means any knowing touching or fondling by a person, either directly or 
through clothing, of the sex organs or anus of an animal or any transfer or transmission 
of semen by the person upon any part of the animal, for the purpose of sexual 
gratification or arousal of the person. 
“Sexual contact” means any contact, however slight, between the sex organ or anus of a 
person and the sex organ, mouth, or anus of an animal, or any intrusion, however slight, 
of any part of the body of the person into the sex organ or anus of an animal, for the 
purpose of sexual gratification or arousal of the person. Evidence of emission of semen 
is not required to prove sexual contact. 

 
 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/12-36. Possession of unsterilized or vicious dogs by felons prohibited. 
     

(a) For a period of 10 years commencing upon the release of a person from incarceration, it 
is unlawful for a person convicted of a forcible felony, a felony violation of the Humane 
Care for Animals Act, a felony violation of Section 26-5 or 48-1 of this Code, a felony 
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violation of Article 24 of this Code, a felony violation of Class 3 or higher of the Illinois 
Controlled Substances Act, a felony violation of Class 3 or higher of the Cannabis Control 
Act, or a felony violation of Class 2 or higher of the Methamphetamine Control and 
Community Protection Act, to knowingly own, possess, have custody of, or reside in a 
residence with, either: 

(1) an unspayed or unneutered dog or puppy older than 12 weeks of age; or 
(2) irrespective of whether the dog has been spayed or neutered, any dog that has 

been determined to be a vicious dog under Section 15 of the Animal Control Act. 
(b) Any dog owned, possessed by, or in the custody of a person convicted of a felony, as 

described in subsection (a), must be microchipped for permanent identification. 
(c) Sentence. A person who violates this Section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. 
(d) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this Section that the dog in question is 

neutered or spayed, or that the dog in question was neutered or spayed within 7 days of 
the defendant being charged with a violation of this Section. Medical records from, or 
the certificate of, a doctor of veterinary medicine licensed to practice in the State of 
Illinois who has personally examined or operated upon the dog, unambiguously 
indicating whether the dog in question has been spayed or neutered, shall be prima facie 
true and correct, and shall be sufficient evidence of whether the dog in question has 
been spayed or neutered. This subsection (d) is not applicable to any dog that has been 
determined to be a vicious dog under Section 15 of the Animal Control Act. 

 
 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/48-1. Dog fighting. 
 
(For other provisions that may apply to dog fighting, see the Humane Care for Animals Act. For 
provisions similar to this Section that apply to animals other than dogs, see in particular Section 
4.01 of the Humane Care for Animals Act.) 

(a) No person may own, capture, breed, train, or lease any dog which he or she knows is 
intended for use in any show, exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or 
otherwise involving a fight between the dog and any other animal or human, or the 
intentional killing of any dog for the purpose of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(b) No person may promote, conduct, carry on, advertise, collect money for or in any other 
manner assist or aid in the presentation for purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment of any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight 
between 2 or more dogs or any dog and human, or the intentional killing of any dog. 

(c) No person may sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move, or deliver or 
receive any dog which he or she knows has been captured, bred, or trained, or will be 
used, to fight another dog or human or be intentionally killed for purposes of sport, 
wagering, or entertainment. 

(c-5) No person may solicit a minor to violate this Section. 
(d) No person may manufacture for sale, shipment, transportation, or delivery any device 

or equipment which he or she knows or should know is intended for use in any show, 
exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 
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or more dogs, or any human and dog, or the intentional killing of any dog for purposes 
of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(e) No person may own, possess, sell or offer for sale, ship, transport, or otherwise move 
any equipment or device which he or she knows or should know is intended for use in 
connection with any show, exhibition, program, or activity featuring or otherwise 
involving a fight between 2 or more dogs, or any dog and human, or the intentional 
killing of any dog for purposes of sport, wagering or entertainment. 

(f) No person may knowingly make available any site, structure, or facility, whether 
enclosed or not, that he or she knows is intended to be used for the purpose of 
conducting any show, exhibition, program, or other activity involving a fight between 2 
or more dogs, or any dog and human, or the intentional killing of any dog or knowingly 
manufacture, distribute, or deliver fittings to be used in a fight between 2 or more dogs 
or a dog and human. 

(g) No person may knowingly attend or otherwise patronize any show, exhibition, program, 
or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a fight between 2 or more dogs, or any 
dog and human, or the intentional killing of any dog for purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment. 

(h) No person may tie or attach or fasten any live animal to any machine or device 
propelled by any power for the purpose of causing the animal to be pursued by a dog or 
dogs. This subsection (h) applies only when the dog is intended to be used in a dog fight. 

(i) Sentence: 
(1) Any person convicted of violating subsection (a), (b), (c), or (h) of this Section is 

guilty of a Class 4 felony for a first violation and a Class 3 felony for a second or 
subsequent violation, and may be fined an amount not to exceed $ 50,000. 

(1.5) A person who knowingly owns a dog for fighting purposes or for producing a 
fight between 2 or more dogs or a dog and human or who knowingly offers for 
sale or sells a dog bred for fighting is guilty of a Class 3 felony and may be fined 
an amount not to exceed $50,000, if the dog participates in a dogfight and any of 
the following factors is present: 

(i) the dogfight is performed in the presence of a person under 18 years of 
age; 

(ii) the dogfight is performed for the purpose of or in the presence of illegal 
wagering activity; or 

(iii) the dogfight is performed in furtherance of streetgang related activity as 
defined in Section 10 of the Illinois Streetgang Terrorism Omnibus 
Prevention Act. 

(1.7) A person convicted of violating subsection (c‑ 5) of this Section is guilty of a 
Class 4 felony. 

(2) Any person convicted of violating subsection (d) or (e) of this Section is guilty of a 
Class 4 felony for a first violation. A second or subsequent violation of subsection 
(d) or (e) of this Section is a Class 3 felony. 

(2.5) Any person convicted of violating subsection (f) of this Section is guilty of a Class 
4 felony. Any person convicted of violating subsection (f) of this section in which 
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the site, structure, or facility made available to violate subsection (f) is located 
within 1,000 feet of a school, public park, playground, child care institution, day 
care center, part day child care facility, day care home, group day care home, or 
a facility providing programs or services exclusively directed toward persons 
under 18 years of age is guilty of a class 3 felony for a first violation and a class 2 
felony for a second or subsequent violation. 

(3) Any person convicted of violating subsection (g) of this Section is guilty of a Class 
4 felony for a first violation. A second or subsequent violation of subsection (g) of 
this Section is a Class 3 felony. If a person under 13 years of age is present at any 
show, exhibition, program, or other activity prohibited in subsection (g), the 
parent, legal guardian, or other person who is 18 years of age or older who 
brings that person under 13 years of age to that show, exhibition, program, or 
other activity is guilty of a Class 3 felony for a first violation and a Class 2 felony 
for a second or subsequent violation. 

(i-5) A person who commits a felony violation of this Section is subject to the property 
forfeiture provisions set forth in Article 124B of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963. 

(j) Any dog or equipment involved in a violation of this Section shall be immediately seized 
and impounded under Section 12 of the Humane Care for Animals Act when located at 
any show, exhibition, program, or other activity featuring or otherwise involving a dog 
fight for the purposes of sport, wagering, or entertainment. 

(k) Any vehicle or conveyance other than a common carrier that is used in violation of this 
Section shall be seized, held, and offered for sale at public auction by the sheriff’s 
department of the proper jurisdiction, and the proceeds from the sale shall be remitted 
to the general fund of the county where the violation took place. 

(l) Any veterinarian in this State who is presented with a dog for treatment of injuries or 
wounds resulting from fighting where there is a reasonable possibility that the dog was 
engaged in or utilized for a fighting event for the purposes of sport, wagering, or 
entertainment shall file a report with the Department of Agriculture and cooperate by 
furnishing the owners’ names, dates, and descriptions of the dog or dogs involved. Any 
veterinarian who in good faith complies with the requirements of this subsection has 
immunity from any liability, civil, criminal, or otherwise, that may result from his or her 
actions. For the purposes of any proceedings, civil or criminal, the good faith of the 
veterinarian shall be rebuttably presumed. 

(m) In addition to any other penalty provided by law, upon conviction for violating this 
Section, the court may order that the convicted person and persons dwelling in the same 
household as the convicted person who conspired, aided, or abetted in the unlawful act 
that was the basis of the conviction, or who knew or should have known of the unlawful 
act, may not own, harbor, or have custody or control of any dog or other animal for a 
period of time that the court deems reasonable. 

(n) A violation of subsection (a) of this Section may be inferred from evidence that the 
accused possessed any device or equipment described in subsection (d), (e), or (h) of this 
Section, and also possessed any dog. 

(o) When no longer required for investigations or court proceedings relating to the events 
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described or depicted therein, evidence relating to convictions for violations of this 
Section shall be retained and made available for use in training peace officers in 
detecting and identifying violations of this Section. Such evidence shall be made 
available upon request to other law enforcement agencies and to schools certified 
under the Illinois Police Training Act. 

(p) For the purposes of this section, “school” has the meaning ascribed to it in section 11-
9.3 of this code; and “public park”, “playground”, “child care institution”, “day care 
center”, “part day child care facility”, “day care home”, “group day care home”, and 
“facility providing programs or services exclusively directed toward persons under 18 
years of age” have the meanings ascribed to them in section 11-9.4 of this code. 
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15. COURT-ORDERED TREATMENT 

 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3. Owner’s duties. 
 

(a) Each owner shall provide for each of his or her animals: 
(1) a sufficient quantity of good quality, wholesome food and water; 
(2) adequate shelter and protection from the weather; 
(3) veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering; and 
(4) humane care and treatment. 

(b) To lawfully tether a dog outdoors, an owner must ensure that the dog: 
(1) does not suffer from a condition that is known, by that person, to be 

exacerbated by tethering; 
(2) is tethered in a manner that will prevent it from becoming entangled with other 

tethered dogs; 
(3) is not tethered with a lead that (i) exceeds one-eighth of the dog's body weight 

or (ii) is a tow chain or a log chain; 
(4) is tethered with a lead that measures, when rounded to the nearest whole foot, 

at least 10 feet in length; 
(5) is tethered with a properly fitting harness or collar other than the lead or a 

pinch, prong, or choke-type collar; and  
(6) is not tethered in a manner that will allow it to reach within the property of 

another person, a public walkway, or a road. 
(c) Subsection (b) of this Section shall not be construed to prohibit: 

(1) a person from walking a dog with a hand-held leash; 
(2) conduct that is directly related to the cultivating of agricultural products, 

including shepherding or herding cattle or livestock, if the restraint is reasonably 
necessary for the safety of the dog; 

(3) the tethering of a dog while at an organized and lawful animal function, such as 
hunting, obedience training, performance and conformance events, or law 
enforcement training, or while in the pursuit of working or competing in those 
endeavors; or 

(4) a dog restrained in compliance with the requirements of a camping or 
recreational area as defined by a federal, State, or local authority or jurisdiction. 

(d) A person convicted of violating subsection (a) of this Section is guilty of a Class B 
misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation of subsection (a) of this Section is a 
Class 4 felony with every day that a violation continues constituting a separate offense. 
In addition to any other penalty provided by law, upon conviction for violating subsection 
(a) of this Section, the court may order the convicted person to undergo a psychological 
or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo any treatment at the convicted person's 
expense that the court determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the 
evaluation. If the convicted person is a juvenile or a companion animal hoarder, the 
court must order the convicted person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric 
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evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court determines to be appropriate after 
due consideration of the evaluation. 

(e) A person convicted of violating subsection (b) of this Section is guilty of a Class B 
misdemeanor. 

(f) As used in this Section, "tether" means to restrain by tying to an object or structure, 
including, without limitation, a house, tree, fence, post, garage, shed, or clothes line at a 
person's residence or business, by any means, including, without limitation, a chain, 
rope, cord, leash, or running line. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.01. Cruel treatment. 
 

(a) No person or owner may beat, cruelly treat, torment, starve, overwork or otherwise 
abuse any animal. 

(b) No owner may abandon any animal where it may become a public charge or may suffer 
injury, hunger or exposure. 

(c) No owner of a dog or cat that is a companion animal may expose the dog or cat in a 
manner that places the dog or cat in a life-threatening situation for a prolonged period 
of time in extreme heat or cold conditions that: 

(1) results in injury to or death of the animal; or 
(2) results in hypothermia, hyperthermia, frostbite, or similar condition as 

diagnosed by a doctor of veterinary medicine. 
(c-5)  Nothing in this Section shall prohibit an animal from being impounded in an emergency 

situation under subsection (b) of Section 12 of this Act [510 ILCS 70/12]. 
(c-10) Nothing in this Section shall prohibit a law enforcement officer from taking temporary 

custody of a dog or cat that is a companion animal that is exposed in a manner that 
places the dog or cat in a life-threatening situation for a prolonged period of time in 
extreme heat or cold conditions that may result in injury or death of the dog or cat or 
may result in hypothermia, hyperthermia, frostbite, or similar condition. Upon taking 
temporary custody of the dog or cate under this subsection (c-10), the law 
enforcement officer shall attempt to contact the owner of the dog or cat and shall seek 
emergency veterinary care for the animal as soon as available. The law enforcement 
officer shall leave information of the location of the dog or cat if the owner cannot be 
reached. The owner of the dog or cat is responsible for any costs of providing care to 
the dog or cat.  

(d) A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A second 
or subsequent conviction for a violation of this Section is a Class 4 felony. In addition to 
any other penalty provided by law, a person who is convicted of violating subsection (a) 
upon a companion animal in the presence of a child, as defined in Section 12-0.1 of the 
Criminal Code of 2012 [720 ILCS 5/12-0.1], shall be subject to a fine of $250 and ordered 
to perform community service for not less than 100 hours. In addition to any other 
penalty provided by law, upon conviction for violating this Section, the court may order 
the convicted person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to 
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undergo any treatment at the convicted person’s expense that the court determines to 
be appropriate after due consideration of the evidence. If the convicted person is a 
juvenile or a companion animal hoarder, the court must order the convicted person to 
undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the 
court determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.02. Aggravated cruelty. 
     

(a) No person may intentionally commit an act that causes a companion animal to suffer 
serious injury or death. Aggravated cruelty does not include euthanasia of a companion 
animal through recognized methods approved by the Department of Agriculture unless 
prohibited under subsection (b). 

(b) No individual, except a licensed veterinarian as exempted under Section 3.09, may 
knowingly or intentionally euthanize or authorize the euthanasia of a companion animal 
by use of carbon monoxide. 

(c) A person convicted of violating Section 3.02 is guilty of a Class 4 felony. A second or 
subsequent violation is a Class 3 felony. In addition to any other penalty provided by law, 
upon conviction for violating this Section, the court may order the convicted person to 
undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo any treatment at the 
convicted person’s expense that the court determines to be appropriate after due 
consideration of the evaluation. If the convicted person is a juvenile or a companion 
animal hoarder, the court must order the convicted person to undergo a psychological or 
psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court determines to be 
appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.03. Animal torture. 
 

(a) A person commits animal torture when that person without legal justification knowingly 
or intentionally tortures an animal. For purposes of this Section, and subject to 
subsection (b), “torture” means infliction of or subjection to extreme physical pain, 
motivated by an intent to increase or prolong the pain, suffering, or agony of the 
animal. 

(b) For the purposes of this Section, “animal torture” does not include any death, harm, or 
injury caused to any animal by any of the following activities: 

(1) any hunting, fishing, trapping, or other activity allowed under the Wildlife Code, 
the Wildlife Habitat Management Areas Act, or the Fish and Aquatic Life Code;  

(2) any alteration or destruction of any animal done by any person or unit of 
government pursuant to statute, ordinance, court order, or the direction of a 
licensed veterinarian; 

(3) any alteration or destruction of any animal by any person for any legitimate 
purpose, including, but not limited to: castration, culling, declawing, defanging, 
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ear cropping, euthanasia, gelding, grooming, neutering, polling, shearing, 
shoeing, slaughtering, spaying, tail docking, and vivisection; and 

(4) any other activity that may be lawfully done to an animal. 
(c) A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class 3 felony. As a condition of 

the sentence imposed under this Section, the court shall order the offender to undergo a 
psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court 
determines to be appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. 

 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 70/3.03-1. Depiction of animal cruelty. 
 

(a) “Depiction of animal cruelty” means any visual or auditory depiction, including any 
photograph, motion-picture film, video recording, electronic image, or sound recording, 
that would constitute a violation of Section 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, or 4.01 of the Humane Care 
for Animals Act or Section 26- 5 of the Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 
2012.  

(b) No person may knowingly create, sell, market, offer to market or sell, or possess a 
depiction of animal cruelty. No person may place that depiction in commerce for 
commercial gain or entertainment. This Section does not apply when the depiction has 
religious, political, scientific, educational, law enforcement or humane investigator 
training, journalistic, artistic, or historical value; or involves rodeos, sanctioned livestock 
events, or normal husbandry practices. 
The creation, sale, marketing, offering to sell or market, or possession of the depiction 
of animal cruelty is illegal regardless of whether the maiming, mutilation, torture, 
wounding, abuse, killing, or any other conduct took place in this State. 

(c) Any person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. A 
second or subsequent violation is a Class 4 felony. In addition to any other penalty 
provided by law, upon conviction for violating this Section, the court may order the 
convicted person to undergo a psychological or psychiatric evaluation and to undergo 
any treatment at the convicted person’s expense that the court determines to be 
appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. If the convicted person is a 
juvenile, the court shall order the convicted person to undergo a psychological or 
psychiatric evaluation and to undergo treatment that the court determines to be 
appropriate after due consideration of the evaluation. 

 
 
720 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/12-35. Sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal. 
 

(a) A person may not knowingly engage in any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an 
animal. 

(b) A person may not knowingly cause, aid, or abet another person to engage in any sexual 
conduct or sexual contact with an animal. 

(c) A person may not knowingly permit any sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal 
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to be conducted on any premises under his or her charge or control. 
(d) A person may not knowingly engage in, promote, aid, or abet any activity involving any 

sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal for a commercial or recreational 
purpose. 

(e) Sentence. A person who violates this Section is guilty of a Class 4 felony. A person who 
violates this Section in the presence of a person under 18 years of age or causes the 
animal serious physical injury or death is guilty of a Class 3 felony. 

(f) In addition to the penalty imposed in subsection (e), the court may order that the 
defendant do any of the following: 

(1) Not harbor animals or reside in any household where animals are present for a 
reasonable period of time or permanently, if necessary. 

(2) Relinquish and permanently forfeit all animals residing in the household to a 
recognized or duly organized animal shelter or humane society. 

(3) Undergo a psychological evaluation and counseling at defendant’s expense. 
(4) Reimburse the animal shelter or humane society for any reasonable costs 

incurred for the care and maintenance of the animal involved in the sexual 
conduct or sexual contact in addition to any animals relinquished to the animal 
shelter or humane society. 

(g) Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prohibit accepted animal husbandry 
practices or accepted veterinary medical practices by a licensed veterinarian or certified 
veterinary technician. 

(h) If the court has reasonable grounds to believe that a violation of this Section has 
occurred, the court may order the seizure of all animals involved in the alleged violation 
as a condition of bond of a person charged with a violation of this Section. 

(i) In this Section: 
“Animal” means every creature, either alive or dead, other than a human being. 
“Sexual conduct” means any knowing touching or fondling by a person, either directly or 
through clothing, of the sex organs or anus of an animal or any transfer or transmission 
of semen by the person upon any part of the animal, for the purpose of sexual 
gratification or arousal of the person. 
“Sexual contact” means any contact, however slight, between the sex organ or anus of a 
person and the sex organ, mouth, or anus of an animal, or any intrusion, however slight, 
of any part of the body of the person into the sex organ or anus of an animal, for the 
purpose of sexual gratification or arousal of the person. Evidence of emission of semen 
is not required to prove sexual contact. 
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16.  HOT CARS 

 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT 70/7.1. Confinement in motor vehicle. 
 
No owner or person shall confine any animal in a motor vehicle in such a manner that places it 
in a life or health threatening situation by exposure to a prolonged period of extreme heat or 
cold, without proper ventilation or other protection from such heat or cold. In order to protect 
the health and safety of an animal, an animal control officer, law enforcement officer, or 
Department investigator who has probable cause to believe that this Section is being violated 
shall have authority to enter such motor vehicle by any reasonable means under the 
circumstances after making a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other person responsible. 
 
A person convicted of violating this Section is guilty of a Class C misdemeanor. A second or 
subsequent violation is a Class B misdemeanor. 
  



P a g e | 100  

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF ILLINOIS 
 

 
ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF THE USA (13TH EDITION) 

© 2018 Animal Legal Defense Fund 

17. CIVIL NUISANCE ABATEMENT 
 

-----  
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18. AG-GAG LAWS 
 

-----  
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19. BREED SPECIFIC LEGISLATION 
 
510 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/24. Powers of municipalities or other political subdivisions not limited 
by Act. 
 
Nothing in this Act shall be held to limit in any manner the power of any municipality or other 
political subdivision to prohibit animals from running at large, nor shall anything in this Act be 
construed to, in any manner, limit the power of any municipality or other political subdivision to 
further control and regulate dogs, cats or other animals in such municipality or other political 
subdivision provided that no regulation or ordinance is specific to breed.  
 


