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Don’t panic

With Christmas behind us,
all eyes are on the New Year,
with the Y2K bug looming
in the background. Our
advice: Be prepared, but
don’t overreact
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NA — Despite a list
of at least two dozen wit-
nesses — and just two more
days to question them —

for t}
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition

Monday
question-

ing a lone
witness in
its lawsuit

describlng how and why the
Decatur school board

expelled six students for two
years following a Sept

senhowe!
School A seventh smdl:nl
was allowed to withdraw
the board took action
on a recommendation to

the eye of civil rights leader
Jesse Jackson, who suc-
ceeded in getting the stu-
dents enrolled in alternative
schools.

Jacksan also has led six
of the seven students in a
federal lawsuit to overturn
the expusions and invali-
date the distriet's so-called

*zero tolerance policy” on
violence. The case is being
heard this week by U_S. Dis
trict Judge Michael
McCuskey.

During opening argu
‘ments, Lewis Myers Jr.,

EXPULSION CONTROVERSY

lawyer for the students and
Rainbow/PUSH, said the board’s *no toler-
ance” resolution on violence had turned it
into a “de facto policy” with no safeguards
for student rights.

Specifically, Myers said the board — in a
knee-jerk reaction to the shooting at
Columbine High School — failed to settle
the cases individually, applicd ill-defined
charges of “gang-related activity” and

imposed excessive punishments.

Myers then called Arndt to the stand and
painstakingly quizzed mm nboul the expul-
sion prnlntnl used by th

g b Amdi llw dmrm retains

an mdp hearing officer — in this
case, Davm Coawn!ur. former regional
superintendent for Macon and Piatt coun-
ties — to hear evidence and testimony.

Arndt said the board uses limited crite-
ria in deciding whether suspension or
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PUSH lawyers grill Amdt

Herald & Review phatos/Kelly 1 Huff
EVIDENCE: An attorney for the Decatur School District carries stills from the videotape of the Septem-
ber fight at Eisenhower High School into the U_S. Federal Courthouse on Monday in Urbana.

(COURT: The Rev. Jesse Jackson answers ques-

tions Monday at the U.S. Federal Gourthouse in Urbana

as he makes himself available to testify.

Decent weather expected for New Year

any weather- or Y2K-related outages. The company
has been working since 1996 to ensure the
rollover from 1999 to 2000 — which some computers
won't be able to make — will not affect its delivery
of electricity and natural gas.

Still, federal agencies recommend
steps to prepare for outages, whatever their reason.

ures on Wednesday and Thursday will

T abots 10 degres above narmal, with highe fn the
upper 405 and lows in the upper 20s, Lewis said.
This time of year, temperatures normally hover in

By SUSAN REIDY
HAR Staft Writer

DECATUR — It doesn’t appear Mother Nature
will play a leading role in any New Year's activities.
No snow or ice storms are predicted for the last

day of 1999 or the first of the new

year, according to the National
Weather Service in Lincol

no indications of
anything exciting happening. It's
fairly common weather,” said
Mike metearolo

13 inches of snow fell in Decatur from New Year’s
according to statistics from the Mid-

Eve to Jan. 3, at
western Climate Center in Champa

mpaign
For several days, activity was at a standstill. Mul-
tiple deaths related to the cold and snow shovel
flights

‘were. n:pan.m Roads were |

led, stranding many people n the Miduest
“Diols Power Co. says it prepared to

al
ical techni-

/

cause of any

Y2k

ling
were

of 2000 are expected to be in the upper 20s and low

* Tilinais Power spokesman St
weather, not Y2K-related issues, would be the hllly
outages this weekend,

Defendants
plead their
own cases

Central ilinois offers a School chief spends Some call Macon County
wealth of activities for New six hours testifying in public defenders incompetent
Year's Eve, from Decatur’s O ’ 0
daylong festival at the Civic zero-tolerance lawsuit and the court system racist.

By TOM COLLINS
HAR Staft Wiiter

DECATUR — The two men at
the hardwood table politely stand
when Macon County Circuit
Judge Jerry L. Patton enters the

© On ihe lefi: Public Defender
Jon Baxter, clad in a suit and tie.
©On the right: murder defendant
Montell Johnson, wearing an
orange jail jumpsuit and mana
cles on his feet

answer questions from Johnson

Juhnson is representing himself
— pro se, in legal jargon — and
has no law degree. He is, howev-
er, convinced of his innocence in
the killing of Dorianne Warnsley.

“If I had committed this crime,
1 would have pleaded guilty and
accepted capital punishment,”
Johnson said during an interview
at the Macon County Jail

Johnson said he once ran with
the Los Angeles-based CJCs gang
and “at that time, I believed in
the criminal life.

“It wouldn't bather me to face
capital punishment for something
I believed in,” he said

He is taking an awful risk
Though a life free of prison bars
is lost — he was sentenced to nat-
wral life in California — a murder
conviction in Macon County could
‘mean a trip to death row.

Yet Johnson has his reasons.
Right or wrong, he's convinced
the justice system
DEFENDANTS

Continued on A

teve Stengel sai

Continued on A6

Classified...421-6960

Copyright © 2026 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



