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Hon. Colin S. Bruce 
United States District Judge 
318 U.S. Courthouse 
201 S. Vine Street 
Urbana, IL 61802 

Judge Bruce, 

My father, Daniel Brue, has been a loving and caring guardian my entire life. He has been 
present throughout my childhood and continues to be a necessary guiding hand as I transition 
into adulthood. 

My dad has provided for me regardless of circumstance, often working extremely long hours to 
support his family and usually spending his remaining free time assisting me, my brothers, or my 
mother. Whether it’s helping me with my homework, my brothers find jobs, or mother move, my 
dad is always there to lend a helping hand. 

Furthermore, he works tirelessly to ensure that my brothers and I have the resources we need to 
improve our own lives. He has endlessly supported me as I enlisted in the Army National Guard 
and as I work to obtain a college education. 

Even as I am at Basic Combat Training, he supports me by sending me letters of love and 
support almost every day ensuring that every mail call I can look forward to at least one letter. 

I was just as shocked as anyone when I learned of the crime he committed. However, I truly 
believe he is remorseful for his actions and is fully committed to remending his mistakes and 
working hard to repay what he owes. My dad has always been a positive force on everyone that 
knows him, especially his family, whom he devotes himself entirely. 

Sincerely, 

Jonah Brue 
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37957 190th Avenue 
Pittsfield, Illinois 62363 
becky.ghrist@gmail.com 
March 29,2021 

Honorable Colin S. Bruce 
United States District Court Judge 
Central District of Illinois 
218 U.S. Courthouse 
201 South Vine Street 
Urbana, Illinois 61802 

Re: Sentencing of Dan Brue 20-20073 

Dear Judge Bruce: 

It is with heavy heart that I write asking you to consider my personal plea as you make your 
ruling on the fate of Mr. Dan Brue. 

Now retired, I was the school nurse when Dan was a principal at Pikeland Community School 
District #1 0 in Pittsfield, Illinois. I graduated from the University of Missouri - Columbia and 
held a Type 73 Education Certificate issued by the State of Illinois. As the lone nurse in the 
district, I reported to each building principal. In twenty nine years, I had eighteen different 
principals. Dan was the best. 

A natural leader, Dan provided a positive work environment where our opinions were valued 
and our efforts appreciated. His enthusiastic approach to education was contagious. 
Innovation was encouraged. It was a fun place to work. 

Dan was unique among the principals for two reasons: 1) He always acted in the best interest 
of the student. 2) As long as we did our job, we could count on his support. 
Though these attributes may seem fundamental in education, it was my experience in this 
small school district that social stratification often influenced the course of action taken. 
Dan's leadership provided a secure workplace environment because we were confident he 
would do the right thing, even if it meant challenging the social strata. 

Living in this small community afforded me many opportunities to interact with Dan outside the 
work place. He is a devoted family man, and eager to help a neighbor in need. 

Though I remain bewildered by Dan's actions, I do not waiver in my support for him. He has 
accepted responsibility by admitting his quilt, he sincerely expresses regret, and he has begun 
making restitution made possible by working and advancing at JBS in Beardstown, Illinois. 

Judge Bruce, my plea is that your sentence will allow Dan to continue his efforts to make 
restitution. 

~~ 
Becky Ghris¾ 

E-FILED
 Wednesday, 31 March, 2021  11:40:26 AM 

 Clerk, U.S. District Court, ILCD

2:20-cr-20073-CSB-EIL   # 21    Page 1 of 2 2:20-cr-20073-CSB-EIL   # 35    Page 7 of 12 



2:20-cr-20073-CSB-EIL   # 35    Page 8 of 12 



2:20-cr-20073-CSB-EIL   # 35    Page 9 of 12 



2:20-cr-20073-CSB-EIL   # 35    Page 10 of 12 



2:20-cr-20073-CSB-EIL   # 35    Page 11 of 12 



2:20-cr-20073-CSB-EIL   # 35    Page 12 of 12 


