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Loving the library
Whether it's the bright,
airy space or the ample, near-
by parking, the new Decatur
Public Libary is the darling
of the reading public.
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The EdlSOIl effect

Backers tout academic gains, foes worry about finances

he Herald & Review/Justin Warre
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GETTING THE BEAT: Teacher Alison Routt makes music with two of her puplls st Willams-Edison School n Flint. Mich. Music,ar
and Spanish classes are integral companents at Edison Project sc

By KEN DICKSON
HAR Sta Wrier

he effects on students, schools
and teachers are major concerns
by many in the Decatur 1
District if two schools are turned

r to the Edison Project.

dem says it will improve student
achievement and decrease problems
with attendance and mobility at the two
schools. Superintendent Kenneth Arndt
also hopes the introduction of Edison
would increase and stabilize

program.
The average operating expense per year

is $5,883, but educators say that it cosis

more to educate a high school student than

high school, and there
are many more costly
extracurri
s, ke band a0 fook-

AGENDA bail

throughout the school district
owever, Decatur educators fear Edi-

son would detract from other schools in
town, especially nmmm Spﬂc .rmn,_
they worry a grade school t need to
be closed and teaching ]abs elu uuled.

Edison, a privately owned corporation
based in New York City, runs 79 schools in
16 states, inch two that opened this

-ar in Peoria. Edison is courting the
Decatur school board for a chance to oper-
ate Washington and South Shores schools
in partnership with the district

Arndt and some members of the school
board have promised that the district will
not pay more than its annual operating
expense per pupil to bring in the Edison

So, if Decatur pays the
Education
amount®

average, is that not a
“The Edison premise is to fund educ
tion at an earlier age,” Arndt said. “It has
been proven to have a greater impact on
swdeull\ achlevem:n; Traditionally, it's
Just te ‘much more money is
spent i the higher grades. It's gemrally
at way in Decatur. High school students
have many more electives and ipznal pro-
grams, like ke sports and labs
Arndt seeks the Edison Pm)ecl for
Decatir because of s promise of increas-
ing enrollment and student zchlzvemenl at
two schools. “It will be very difficult

EDITOR’S NOTE: A proposal to turn
of

owned future. This
mﬂn-hnmuﬂ?mh
Decatur schoals. Here's the lineup: |
TODAY: The changes that with
Project and their possible
are
MONDAY: questions.
to Decatur have |
yet to be- but its introduction in
the Peoria School District gives some
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Preparing for the worst, hoping for the hest

Plan for Y2K as you
would for a winter storm,
officials suggest

By TOM
HAR Siaft Wrer

DECATUR — A year ago, Marsha
Sykes of rural Decatur became interest-
ed in the so-called “Year 2000 Problem™
and decided to read up on what might
happen when the ball drops on New
Year's Eve.

Sykes found a lot of Y2K predictions on
the Internet — many of them “terribly
nefallve' — and decided she was better

than sorry.

ce then, Sykes has stocked up her
‘home with canned goods, bottled water,
candy for her children, and games to
keep the family entertained if the lights

o n

ook for the worst to hay
hnve for the best,” Sykes said.

Blll l

don't want to be waiting until the end of

the year and wait until the last minute to

sock up. [ think s going (o be chaos at
time of the year, anyway.

) Sykes
/ times when I think,

as ready as 1 o
The Y2K Problem is the
failure of computers stemming from a

Brogramming glilch. Many computers
u':ngk ca\.!nd 5 thed
year. Come i | computer £

puts

wve no way to distin-
the year 1900 from 2000,

2K has inspired vast

will read “00" and hay

insstwill never come o gass Nuclear
mlsﬂlzs will not launch. Power statior

PLAN
Continued on AS
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TOOL: Macon County Red Cross Direc-

EMERGENCY

tor of Emergency Services Dan Groves unpacks
the food storage containers in the agency's new
emergency response vehicle. The new E.R.V. just
arrived Thursday from
to distribute aid in the event of a Y2K-
emergency. The American Red Cross however,
has been quick 1o assure people that significant
¥2K problems are not expected.

Tennessee and will be used
-related

1,000 plus
An anti-violence march
will be held at same hour.

By BRETT

DECATUR — The Rev. Jesse
Jackson and more than a thou-
sand supporters are expected to
walk the streets n[ Decatur this
afternoon, a week of
controversy that saw the civil
rights leader take on the city’s
school board.

Jackson's demonstration,
which comes after failed negotia-
tions, will est the Decatur
Bnard of Education’s refusal to
reinstate seven nts who

were expelled as the result of a
brawl 17 in the bleachers at
an Eise High School foot-
ball

game.
But Jackson’s march will not
be the anly one in town. A city
she an anti-

vlnlu\l:n march at the same time
the rally s being held

ur City Council member
Bets; snndmd who has orga-
nized anti- Vlaltn& marches for
years, said members of her Youth

pate will gather at Martin Luther
King Jr. Drive and Eldos
Streel just before $ pm. A
prayer, they will march east on
Flduraxta Street, stopping around
16th

i et B o lifferect than
what we normally do,” Stockard
said. “We don't chant things. We
say a prayer before and after.”
As of Saturday night, Keith
ice president of

vice pi
Decatur’s chapter of the Rain-
bow/PUSH Coalition — the orga-
STUDENT
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Competitors
pose problems
for Microsoft

The federal antitrust ruling
follows challenges to the
software firm’s dominance.

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — A
judge's ruling that Microsoft
Corp. wields monopoly power
may be oo mmm.lu.rmem

industry in one key respect.
Competition aver the way the
he Internet is

mwmmmmwm
i the two  Strategy

years since
gl: Justice Microsoft may
partment | gppeal antitrust nul-
brought its i -
antitrust law-| 1 PHher thansct
tors have Story [ A9

emboldened hogmiookmgmr

aliernatives to the Microso

operating system s

more than %0 the

world's personal computers, ans

Immamhnrcigxm

munntirwnmd.

fight for its lif fe sryway Bnder
t for its life anyway,” le

said Saturday. “A lot of the
.nmzhey to dictate to

their partners and their cus-
mmm wendunpddnﬂnglhn

mﬂ hu endured m|‘u:h
eriticism for attempting to force
unreasonable contractual terms

on computer nies and oth-

“It's clear was heavy-
handed with its vendors, but
'MICROSOFT
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