News
by <Blancestry

https://www.newspapers.com/image/77365191/

Herald and Review (Decatur, lllinois) - Fri, Dec 3, 1999 - Page 4

Downloaded on Feb 17, 2026

* A4 CENTRAL ILLINOIS/STATE ucsc oo @ e, Oocortr . 1560

- JOBS: Company says helping lald-off employees a top priority
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from oceupations such as these.”
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The company also is planning a
job fair for next year to assist
emplovees with finding new jobs
with local employers.

Among the largest local work
force reductions since 1960 was the
change that occurred at :he Cater-
piller Inc. assembly
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Continued from A1

1 waited two hours to get in,
then another hour inside before I
gave up and left. The ceremony
was eventually canceled around
noon because many top dignitaries
never arrived

And so, the protesters claimed
victory and international head-
lines fo focus American and global
scrutiny on the WTO for the first
time in its existence.

The rest of Tuesday was chaos.
Nothing that I had planned to
write about was happening; no

ane knew when it would

Ouside the Washington State
Convention and Trade Center, war
raged in the streets. Rubber Iml
lets flew, clouds of tear gas
the streets. A crowd now e uml
ed at 40,000 showed its displeasure
with the WTO

Most of them were peaceful
demanstrators in favor of labor
unions, Others ook udvm\u\m- of
the crowd and began smas|
windows, spraying gratit and. in
some ¢

15 alking to pro-
testers but stayed indoors when
the bullets started flyin

On Wednesday I spent an hour
chasing bad inform: 2
where President Clinton would
speak. When 1 finally arrived at
the correc location, | was stopped
by a sneering Secret Service agent
# i el

n

he protesters so

Wha

angry about
y are angry that the WTO

i e )
accept U.S. laws protecting
‘wildlife. They are angry that W10
policies tend to export high-paying
manufacturing jobs to other coun-
tries. They are angry that U.S.
corporations seem (o have more

influ WTO decisions than

average peopl
An l by and large, they

v who spends a week on
th oside ot he WTO sees the
trade association dinners attended
by big business and trade dele-
gates. Yes, the ministers consult
other sources, but the environ-
mentalist onsumer groups

have far less cash to throw
aroun

For instance, the American
Farm Bureau Federation held a
recéption Wednesday that was

attended by trade ministers. The
sumptuous buffet included smoked
salmon, capers, brie cheese, roast-
ed vegetables, a dizzying variely
of paté, roasted pork, ehicken and

-Muxmpﬂmﬂmm
about 4,500 union
oot

edmnnvk:rtasl:jr:oﬂlmlm,
which represents the workers. !

1982 there was a big layoff. At one
point there were about 950 laid off,"

s thos o the b they e, e

"W‘e met with some people from
the Tllinois Power human resources

s0n said. T felt most of the people
affected e very emplopable Once

“When a person has worked for a
company for many years, and fully

Protesters claim v1ctory
' PROCESS: Biotech issue uncertain

from A1
Lamy said the dichotomy of

trying to accomplish secret
| megotiations while being trans-

parent is causing confusion

For example, the European
Union an Tuesday agreed to
discuss forming a working
group on biotechnology in
WTO talks, when it had previ-
ously opposed such a group.
WTO officials said the ouicome
of the issue is not certain.
Even some European Union
meml
that the issue was broached

Barshefsky defended the
TO nego-
tiating structure. She said all
nations are now invited o take
ations.
come a long way. It
used to be that just 20 or
countries would be inv

country finall
negotiation:
L e ety GO

s would be i

beef and parfait glasses made
from solid chocolate filled with
mousse.

exce
On We

snickers behind me from a group

of Australian delegates as they lis

tened (o a speech by Ambassador

Peter Scher, special US. trade

their products

of a small amount of cheese

As I write this on Thursday, I
am sitting in the media room at
the convention center: | can hear
French, Spanish and an Asian lan

uage. My colleagues tap away on
apiops and answer cell phones.

On the television in front of me
is local live coverage of the latest
demonstration. This time, more
than 1,000 people have marched on
King County Jail in support of
their comrades who have been
arrested over the past several

ys.
“Let them go, let them go!” the
crowd chants.

But there are still negotia-
tions regarding key issues that
take place between two or
three countries. Members of
the international activist group
Friends of the Earth said in a
news conference Thursday that
dereloping nations st feel left

"The organization has estab-
lished five working groups 1o
tackle issues. The agriculture

group is chaired by Trade and
Industry Minister George Yeo
of Singapore

A key issue in the negotia
tions is the reduc
subsidies. The L
and many other countri
arguing for the eliminat
export subsidies, while the E
is adamantly opposed to any
mare reductions.

US. Secretary of Agriculture
ickman said Thursday
that the working text of the
agriculture docun still con-
tains the words * n~=luu|w|
and “elimination.”

Dan

1 have just returned from a
news conference why 2
Representative Charlene Barshel-
sky answered questions from the
international community regard-
ing the round of trade talks. As |
returned to the press room, |
looked out the window and saw
two columns of police in black riot
gear marching away. It has been a
common scene.

The image reminds me of a
question asked by an unidentified
activist press member:

“Do you think more states of
emergency will be needed to sup-
port the policies of the WT0?" the
woman asked Secretary of Agri
culture Dan Glickman.

Glickman delivered the stan-
dard WTO answer that free trade
will cause pain to all countries but
is still desirable to improve the
global economy. And, he said, the
United States is pursuing the very
same agenda of environmental
and labor issues that prompted
the marches.

1 hope he's right It will be a
long time before the image of
those police in riot gear marching
down the street fades from my
mind

He said people need to
realize that job loss can happen to

anyone
‘Ilsnﬁmaspuluugm:
experience.” Finn said. “There is
denial and anger that occurs when
they have griel. You need to try to
b aware ofthings 5o you can be
prepared if that happens to you
anmh'&oymlu]hssarﬂzngar
but, depending on the number of
vears of employment, you can feel
betrayed ™

Younger people he interviews
laugh when he tells them they can
have a good career with a single
firm, Finn said.

Eight protest
lack of action
on gay rights bill

By ANTHONY MAN
HEA Sprngfeid BuauCriet

SPRINGFIELD — A small num-

 of gay-rights activists protested
Thursday at the ilinois Caplol as
the legislature finished its fall ses-
sion without voting on legisiation
that would ban discrimination
based on sexual arientation.
Eight leshians and gay mes
spent about 90 minutes in n-gr.:;u
tol and left quietly after an
exchange with secretary of state’s
police The police gt ivolved after
esters chanted “shame’

state Reps. Timothy V. Sobnson,
Urbans. and ik Wiskel, K Chams
paign

The representatives oppose the
Jegilalon that would acd sexual
on 10 the state Human
Rights Act, the law banning dis
crimination on the basis of race,
gender and religion. It would apply

medations such as hotels and
restaurants

Mary Loe Sargent of Champaign,
who was involved in early 19805
demonstrations in favor of the
Equal Rights Amendment, was a

ader of Thursday's group. She
reminisced Thursday with the
golks Who wers n chargs Thur.
ral of them were junior

offcers during the ERA protest
days

They threatened the group with
arrest for demonstr

ing, without

s hey might
ck next year, ready 1o get
arrested, if it would help generate
attention for their cause.

Activists at one point thought
there wo  vote on Lhe gay
rights legislation during the fall
session. Rick Garcia of Equality
Ilinois said backers wo ask
for a vote unless they are positive
they have enough votes for House
passage.
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Paul Brinkmann is he Herald &
Review's agribusiness writer

FIGHT: Bystanders kicked and punched
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assessed
and efforts are made to help chan-
el the ity ew carer s
interests lie.

where their
“Often there is no lack of possibil-
n-muupmpoemmsmm

“The stress
on a family can be immense, not
just the financial issues but the
‘emotional ones as well.”

John D. “Jack” Strong, retired
president of the
Kemper = Ca, once a large

local employer. said he hopes Il
nois wﬂtdﬂlﬂlﬂ!hﬂthhﬂp
the ‘workers find

S

Community
leaders

and
Business
Center
friends join in
a holiday
ceiebration
with a touch
of Christmas
Decatur siyle

Sip hot tea, colfee
spiced cider or
espresso while you
stroll and shop in
rooms filled with
original works

of Gallery 510 artists
Pause to taste tender
morsels of deiicacies
prepared by Business
Center clients.

Rocheile’s Peas & Eggs
and Catering by Dawn

Enjoy the sounds of the
Millikin Untversity
string quartet and visit
with BCD eompanies
graduate companies,
and guests from CICD,
SCORE, Small Business
Development Center &
PTAC. Chamber

of Commerce, and
business leaders at

2121 S. Imboden Ct.

3106 p.m.
December 8, 1999

R.S.V.P. 42

other local emplayers but also pro-

was geared to ing the local
quality of life h].lwmg the severe:
economic downturn of the early

1

9805,
“In the Decatur Advantage, we
said nobody is a little bit unem-
ployed.” Strong said. “People in that
situation need a lot of emotional
Support, T step up and ask fof that
pport o8 very dffcuk thing to

"l hope in the Christian Snlnl we
ng)lmel.hnlllsel
) people are hi II‘%I
real shock for them. I hope we can
say we gave them our love and sup-
port. T‘l(\ls\abwﬂal leﬁmmbe
Just listening *
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Jow investigator Detective Patrick McElroy showed
little confusion about who was in the fight. Bul it
left many questions about what actions each took
during the brawl

‘According o the officers, accompanying Howell to
the game were Spates and six others neither
charged by police nor expelled from the school dis-
trict,

With Honorable at lhe fight were Carson,

Terrence Jarrett, “B.J." Manns, Frrn] Bo“q
and Richard Palmer, th! officers testified

On the stand, Taylor said the Sept. 17 fight
appeared to have begun when the tw grovs et on
the north end of the track near the Eisenhow
bleachers.

1t was Spates, Taylor testified, who threw the first
punch, directed against Manns. (Taylor said it was
unclear whether Spates was verbally provoked into
doing so.)

Howell and Palmer quickly rushed to the
brawlers' aid, Taylor said, at which point the melee
grew chaotic and swelled to 15 10 20 participants.

As Howell tried to flee several attackers, Taylor
said, the fight moved into the stands. Taylor said &
‘half-dozen bystanders sustained kicks and punches
as the brawlers madz their way through the crowd

and after He
It was dll II||; part of the fight that amateur
video captured the action, The video eventually was

played on ator aetins
Bond, Manns, Fuller, Carsan, Jarrett and Honor-
able all were expelled for two years. The Decatur
school board allowed Howell to withdraw before he
was aupeued
Their expulsions drew the attention of the local

Rainbow/PUSH Coalition and subsequently touched
off two weeks of negotiations, demonstrations and
counterdemonstrations in Decatur, drawing Jack-
son, the Ku Klux Klan and others. The school boa
later voted to reduce the expulsions (o & vear.

The expelled students (except Manns) have sued
in federal court to overturn the board's decision and
reinstate them in regular scl

liminary hearing is held to determine
whether there is “probable cause” against a defen-
dan, giving the stae the go-ahead (o prepare for

trial cause
with little -:ompl.\caunn el e waive the
ng and let

et the judge set a

date.

No trial date is set for the four defendants, howev-
er. Pressed for time, Macon County Circuit Judge
Jerry L. Patton told the lawyers he was watching
the clock and would cut the hearing short. He halted
it during cross-examination of McElroy and
recessed the hearing until next Thursday.

Assistant Macon County State’s Attor y Scott
Rueter sad i is unusual for a preliminary hearing
10 be recessed and held

i vy ¥ et Cinani * skl Mark Tyws) 8
Chicago lawyer representing the four defendants
with colleagues Ruth Warden Waller of Decatur and
Ronald Draper of Chicagn

T°d rather have had a decision today,” Lyon said.
“And. I pope thst on Thirelay, Dec.9; 1he Rulgs
remembers all the good things said about my

Draper said he, Waller and Lyon are, for now, rep-
resenting the four defendants collectively. Who will
represent the defendants individually at trial, he

saul will be determined later.
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About Our

Ask Up To R-10
15 Year Labor Warranty

Easy To Clean
Many Styles

nyl * Steel
Wood

Aluminum

rust comes with time, and quality performance.

By doing what you say when you say it. By having

experience to do {) right every time, | strive

.’a deliver the best at the best price. That is why

Wilkerson S&S has become possibly the most
trusted name in Home lmprovement.

* 30 Yeors of Service  + Senior Discounts

Wilke S&S

423-3700

« Free Houss Calls

=150% OFF

b Cy Mehr Fme .lewelers, Ltd.
The 50% Discount is on any
In Stock Diamond and Gold Jewelry

RGE) ?
HOURS: &
Monday-Friday Sam-5:30pm i

Cy Mehr, Owner

With Every Fine Jewelry Purchase
you recaive o COMPLIMENT
BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE
! 1 rom your friends ot Cy Mehr Jewelers. Saturday 9am-3pm
,,’ Cy Mehr Jewelers, Ltd.
295 N. Martin L - 875
= Layaway ﬁ)r Chrzstmas
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