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MARCH: Howley, Stockard
support expulsion decision

nts today, but it
e snme students you know

tomorrow.”
The Dﬂl‘lﬂ' school board

expel students for two

mnm«.s«m 17 fight at an

foothal
enl'nn:mg what mﬁtﬁ';"med
licy toward

the students’ participation in a
community-based study or ser-
vice program and could rescind
the remainder of the expulsion
period at the end of the current
school year.
But even as plans for the
demonstration were gearing up
y, two more city leaders
voiced their support for the
ions.
uring a news conference Fri-
day afternoon, Decatur Mayor
Terry Howley and city council
‘member BeLw Stockard pledged
it f
dectsion, with Stoc
urging people with no direct
mm]wmem in the matter o stay
Im

In city council chambers, How-
ley placed a flag sized placard
against the podium, bearing the
words of the board’s resolution to
expel the students.

Howley said the resolution has
been widely misun
he appealed to all citizens to
“look at the facts, not the spin”
and 1o support law enforeement

ol board's decision to

keep the community safe.

their actions on Sepi. 17 needs to

be there 365 days a year, not just

when high-profile politicians see
school to

they can be back in school in a
short period of time.

Howley said the expelled stu-
dents need help but “must also be
held responsible for their actions,
which clearly created a very dan-
gerous situation for many inno-
cent people.®

Stockard agreed, announcing
that she has reversed her posi-

DECATUR — Main Street

sponsor i
Feast from 1 (o 3 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 7, at the Masonic Temple,
224 W. William St., Decatur.
The event, which is open to
the public, is an effort for
churches and community lead-
ers to spend time social
in an effort to foster coopera-
tion and improve the quality
of life.

Church event organizers invite the Rev. Jackson

Macon County Sheriff Roger
Walker and neighborhood plan-
ner Shelith Hansbro will emcee
the program, which begins at 2
p.m. and includes a perfor-
mmbymmwm-nm
tive Direction, the Main Street
Combo, and announcements of
upcoming community events.
Organizers have invited Mayor
Terry Howley and the Rev.
Jesse Jackson to attend.

ing “had the chance to see lud
hear both sides of this issue.”

“And I resent the pressure of
those with a political agenda
coming into our community,” she
said, “to tell us how to mmplme
those who terrify innocent
pla. break the rlllns and bmak the

" Stockard went a step further

weren't in that immediate area
where the fight took Iacz mrr if
have not seen the vi

Rickey Williams Jr., a senior
from Danvile. “The school board
is being nable for just a

fistfight. 1 don't think it has
given fair due process to these
students.”

Kelcey Meadows, a junior from
St Louis, said on one hand she
can understand why the school
‘board s thinking of the greater
good, not just of the individuals
involved, and is trying to erack
«down on gangs.

Cies to deal with \ndlvlduil situa-
ions, not
Meadows said slne wl}l definite-
ly attend the rally on Sunday:
“It’s one of the most exciting
things to happen in Decatur in a
long time.”

r High School Prin-
cipal Walter Scott said Friday
that no special preparations were
being made for dealing with Sun-
day's march.

Decatur Schoal District Super-
intendent Kenn

building-use application on
Thursday. He said, however, the
school distriet has a building-use

EIJQ‘ which the group would
we 1o follow.

That poh:y mnx for rluu lhz
application at
advance nl ln E‘Venl Anldl llald
At that st also
have a cerlificate of insurance o
file to remove any liability from
the school district for damages;
have an estimate of the number
of people participating on file;
and have made provisions for
additional security, if such is

, he sai
“Rainbow/PUSH wnn  be using
(Eisenhower) this weekend, "
Al'ndl |, adding that would not

ui:d: )l:wlgﬁvuzxfll:m rallying
on the school parl

Another e Mond.ny‘
when Jackson is ed by
e et e expelled
students back to school despite
pleas from law enforcement not
to do so.

Asked about school security
‘measures planned for Monday,
Arndt released to the Herald &
Review a memorandum which he
said was issued to staff mem-
bers.

The school administration has
‘met with city officials to ensure
the safety of students and staff
on Monday,” read the statement
“Appropriate precautions and
security measures will be in
place at our scnool buildings.

“At no time will we jeopardize
the safety of our children in
reaction to statements by outside
organizations. We enlist your
support in making Mlmdzy s

school session a nurm:]
ductive school da

Any announcement about a
school closing, if needed, would
be disseminated through news.
media channels, as it would dur-
ing a snow day, for exampl

“We've abviously had erises
before,” Arndt said afterward.
“I'm fully confident the staff will
take whatever action is neces-
sary to make sure
safe in school.”

JACKSON: Critics question reverend’s motives

Continued from A1
state,” Gadlin said. “These people
are being unjustly removed from
the school system and denied an
education. Education is one of the
‘main components of the Rain-
bow/PUSH Coalition.”

Not all political observers
familiar with Jackson accept this
explanation at face value, howev-
er. While some see the expulsions
as a matter of genuine public
interest, label it a vehicle
for Jackson to promote himself

describes itself as “a multiracial,
multi-issue, international mem-
bership organization founded by
Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr” Its
mission is to “move the Mmlllnn

Its means of accomplishing
those goals include conducting
voter registration drives and
encouraging polmcal activity and

awareness among mbers
“The group traditionally has allmd
itself with the Democratic Part;

candidate for preside
Local

ally for a long, long time and
interviewed him many times as a
er,” Beaman said. “Jesse
Jacksen would be very anxious to
help the Decatur office, which is
relatively new. And as president
of the national office, he would be
very inclined to help them.”
Dianne Pinderhughes, director
of the Afro-American Studies and
professor of political sclesice at
the Ummsuy of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign, said Jnck
son's effort may be aimed at
d.rawlllg atiention to the number

issue,” Pinderht said. “1
haven't spoken to him (Jackson)
ahnmtms.mnwanldmme
reason he's choosing to spend
time with this is that there are
many comparable situations
where black students, especially
black males, have been suspend-
ed in other school systems, espe-
cially at the high school level,
ur\und the country.”
erhughes said she under-

ihnd-’: the board’s zero-tolerance
stance but said that approach can
be problematic. There are alter-
natives, she said, to expelling a
student from school.

“It might seem like a small
pmblem 'buulsnntnnmll
e s a m.m problem lmund. the

a local issue, he said, and should
remain so despite Jackson's

“I applaud the resolve of our
local school board, " Stocks said,
T am concerned that Mr.
.Tﬂtksml is nplmung the situation
self gain.

ve that the delense of

ontrol is of the utmost
impartance.” he sid

vingston, state presi-
dent of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People, said no one from the
‘

Rainbow/PUSH Coalition contact-
ed him or sought his input before
taking action in Decatur.

“They used to contact me when
they came to town, " Liv on
allowed, terming his lack of noti-
fication in this instance “unus
al.* Livingston declined 10 spect-
late on Jackson's motives or
interest in the expulsions.

mas F. Roeser, a conserva-

g0, sai
son for Jackson to intercede in
this issue, save one: headlines.

“Jesse Jackson is a positive

Fm\ls for en himself in
ocalaciivilies mvelving race
with any

national or mw.m:umul civil
rights effort,” lloﬁe( said. “It's
a lamentable o

really
gain pubicity for himsell
said Jackson should be
i his

more

fights, saying that involvement in

parochial matters “cheapens his
value.

“I mean, if there's a blllle on
my block in Park
my neighbors and ane of those
happens {0 be an African Ameri-
can, and (Jackson) shows up with
TV cameras, he looks

ridiculous. He should have better
things to

smell victory,
“And that simply is my way of
he'sa_vﬂ'y astute preach-

1965-89 and 1991-99, was not re-
S

N. Monroe St. section
to close on Monday

DECATUR — City crews on
Monday, Nov. 8, will close North
Monroe Street between Eldorado
and Green streets to conduct
water main repair work

“The street will be closed from

#a.m. to about 3:30 p.m. Water
service will not be interrupted

Controlled burn set
at Spitler Woods
MOUNT ZION — Mount Zion
Don Wright

announced Friday that reports of

od [nm.d Wright said, state
conservation wos were con-

ducting a controlled burn to rid
the woods of exotic flora

Sla'tetalmdlsclplimry action against area nurses, physician

physician and surgeon
license of Dr. m.bm Foresman

pending
2 hearing befare the Hinois
Medical Disciplinary Board
after @ mental evaluation
led he suffers from a psy-
chological disorder and alcohal
dependence that affect his abili-

1y to practice medicine,

pla
and she was fined $1,000 for
engaging in irregular hll-‘ll'ElW“l"
tices when she mmmm ims
nursing ser-
vices involving a hume heaih
patient.

Douglas Holt of Mattoon had
his license

Charleston Health

ingt actions or

from qualified individuals
imkmemm ctivities such as
ardering medications.

SOIL: Chemicals include known carcinogens

Continued from A1
ursyth, £ b s o Sk

, sa ins
more information about the pos-
nbl: transfer.
oncerns me as a legislator.
11\_15 is in my district,” Mitchell

“But it's more than that.

been given about the soil con-
tents state that eammmnanm
include acetone, jene,

, $32. mail
in-rade. $38: mai out-rade, $41 (USPS

15080,
Putished daiy by he Heraid & Review,

& dvision of Lee Enlerprises Inc.,

Davenpon 1A Pancdicals pastage padd.

paid af Decatur, IL

methylene chlnrid& l.richlnml
benrgng anthrazi ben-

wtlyk said Midwest Soil Remedia-
n Inc. treated similar soil on-
ml: at Chanute in 1
. Two of the six chemicals found
in the soil, and
mrlllylﬂl.' chloride, lnlnwm
carcinogens, according (o Sci

card Environmental Defense
Fund

ard termed naphtha-
lene and methylene chioride
*more dangerous than most
chemicals” surveyed in various
ranking systems, and scelone

" No inform:
hnn vas ‘Svallable on trichlorol

Concessions will be available

t\EA MARKEy

Sarurpay, Nov. 6TH, 1999 « 9am-5pM v
Newly Remodeled Gym! (formerly Cisco Grade School)
Between Argenta & Monticello, Exit 156, follow the signs

+ ANTIQUES + WOODCRAFTS « COSTUME JEWELRY +
Entry $1.00 Under 12 FREE

Booths Available!
For More Info: Call Scott, 422-0172
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Loatch the Qecatur

Area

Join in the fun and win prizes
by stringing your holiday lights
and creating the most
spectacular home display
in our community!

54&»&!

e
%

Look for our special
pull-out guide in the

Heral
pasitively, part of your life...
on Sunday, November 28, 1999.

Include your address on the
holiday light tour for others to enjoy.
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