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\ liAll Standing aside !mm the rest of the members of the American Knights of the Ku Klux Klan from Butler, Ind., a flag bearer watches the crowd of 200 assembled people
In the photo at top, Anthony Chapman, 29, uses a piece of cardboard to make his statement about race relations in Decatur during the Rain-
bowaUSH march. Wdh the word ‘not’ crossed out, Chapman'’s sign reads, ‘Racism is in our town.’ Gregory Howell, one of the expelled students, is Chapman's nephew.

the 45-minute ri

Almost 200 gather in
park to hear group’s
stand on expulsions

By PAUL BRINKMANN & BRAD MUDD
HAR Siaft Wrters

DECATUR — Almost 200 people
attended a rally Sunday afternoon
in Nelson Park in suppart of the
American Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan from Butler, Ind.

The crowd roared approval for
the shouts of “White Power” and
for jokes made nbﬂm African-
Americans and Jews. The gather-
ing Inclided several teervagers
and a few children.

Some individuals on the fringe
of the crowd did not cheer and
appeared to be observing the

ctacle

An unidentified Klan member
opened the rally with a prayer for
peaceful demonstrations. Many in
the vocal crowd bowed their
heads in prayer.

“We did not come in prmseu!
violence, but we will not

into a corner; ﬁm Klans-
man said. “We are here to protest
and demonstrate against this
(epithet) Jesse Jackson.”

Jefirey Berry, the imperial wiz-
ard of the Klan faction, said “Get
the gangs out of school. Make
room for somebody who wants to
learn

“They shouldn’t throw them out
for two years. Everyone
education,” Berry said. “But let
the school board do their job. No
outsiders should get involved *

Steve Thorogood, 44, and David
Rohman, 62, both of Decatur, said
they came to support the Klan.

Thorogood said everyone he
talks to is angry about Jackson's
effort Lo reverse the expulsions,
although he acknowleaged that
the original expulsions of two
years were (00 long.

“I think he (Jackson
start trouble, and it may come,”

orogeod sai

Anthony Chapple was the only
black person in the crowd. He
said he wanted to see a little bit
of history.

“There’s a ot going on in this
nation, and the Klan is a part of
that,” Chapple said. *I don't feel
uncomfortable. I'm out here
peacefully, and if they can say
what they want without getting in
my face, then I can listen to them
without gelting in their face.”

An unidentified Klan member
wearing hood and robes read a
Klan list of 10 points to resolve
the expulsion controversy. Their
plan included alternative school-
ing, counseling, public apologies
and banning the teen-agers from
all extracurricular activitfes.

One Klansman who took off his
mask said he was a local resi-
dent. He said Decatur residents
had arranged to rent the pavilion
and invited the Klan to come. He
also said the Klan was preparing
“something big” in Decatur in
about two weeks that involved
local Klan members “coming out
of the claset.”

“TAKE OFF YOUR MASKS': Nancy Waterman of Decatur expresses her opinion of the American Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan Sunday in Nelson Park as she shouts, ‘Take off your masks, cowards; at the 10 Klan

representatives from Butler, Ind.

Ku Klux Klan counters
Jackson with rally
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Notes
& 7uc’£e.a

lvy@ hnm Del Car-

n‘ iz found the Rain-
bow/PUSH L‘uammn march to
be an inexpensive marketing
‘opportunity. He rode a bike
through the hungry crowd

aring signs advertising spe-
clals on slice pizza

“This could happen any-
where. I don’t think that
Decatur is the only place this
could happen.”

— Kate Ward, 21, & computer
student at Millikin Universit

originally from Tennessee

At the KKK rally in Nelson
Park, Klan members belittled
the policemen who st
around the pavilion partially to
protect them fror
Founter domansiraiors.

A hooded and robed Klans.
man said local police are
“scared to go down to these
erack houses and do their
jobs.™ The Klansman then said
Decatur-area Klan members
would begin patrolling streets
and making citizen arrests.

_a

“I brought them to see histo-
ry and to see what the (civil
rights) struggle is like. It may
be in bits and pieces, but it
still goes on.*

— Billy Moncrief of Decatur,

Who along with his two

grandchildren, Mike White. 9.
and Angela White, 3, sai on the

curb near Garfield Montessori

Magnet School and witnessed

march
_n

Klan Imperial Wizard

frey L. Berry told pote
recruits in the crowd that they
must

ian to become

KKK momabers. H disavowed
ilieais whith ciprianacet
Matthew Hale's World Church
of the Creator, which had
members at the rally passing
out literature. “He's an athe-
ist,” Berry said of Hale

wn
While the conflict has been
perceived through most

ative terms, 45-year-old
Decatur resident Curtis Clark
insists the issue is bringing the
community together. And, he
said, Sunday's rally s.unPl.',\’a a
poslive mossage o
Becakis g s reskionts
“This is like a good thing, to
get '-Dgl'lber and do lhu asa
community. I love it,” he said
“I love this city. It's not a
black and white ¢ thing. It's a
beautiful thing.”
s
“We have to have a truthful
dialogue amang the powers
that be in the city from both
the black and white communi-
ties. We need to sit down and
try to work out a solution that's
going to help us move for-
ward.*
— Former Decatur school
board member Jeffrey Perkins
talking about what should
happen after the dispute
over the seven expelled
students is resolved

Decatur school board mem-
ber Mike Setina’s car was the
target of vandals on either
Tuesday evening or early
Wednesday morning as it was
parked at his residence. While
be has no proof the incident
was related to the controversy
in which the board is involved,
Setina said he believes it is
related because the vandals
made an effort to determine
the car's owner befare the win-
dows were brol

“We've finally found some-

thing that is bringing the com:

munity together on the schools
h it were something

else.”

— Sehool board member Dan

Oakes, who took his seat on the
Tuesday.

» MARCH VET:
Doliie Cham-
bers Casey of
Chicago holds
a 'Keep Hope
Alive' sign in
her left hand
as she han-
dles a crutch
in her right
hand during
the march for

e seven
expelled high

participated in
133 marches
over 65 years.

rights
in March of 1963, wi

march fro
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answer the call again
BRETT WILCOXSON

first marched for the ciil
of A]n(-amAmerItans

Rev. Dr. Martin Luuu:r ng
Jr led him and thousands
other demonstrators on a 45-
inile, fourday voting rights Casey, a
Mon- veteran of 133 marches during
the past 65 years, including

Three with histories Since then, Scott has taken
¢ : part in “countless” civil rights
dating back to King marches across the nation. He

now lives in Chica

nder Scott and sales were good.

eran civil rights
to r_nrhmpn

of

was Dollie Chambers

and w:

on hand Sunday selling civil

rights/black power buttons to
the marchers in Decatur —

Soolt i among several vet.
demonstr;

tors who l:lrne from Chicago

Alllmheldallhel:rwld

some with King.

Holding one end of the
Rainbow/PUSH banner in her
left hand, Casey marched for-
ward with the aid of a crutch,
under her right arm.

Casey said she didn't hesi-
tate when the call was issued
for Chicagoans to come lo

catur in mppm of the
expelled stude
M”nux is history,” s]\a said
isa
i a bty

P e mxn:hng for free-
dom of education.
Scott echoed those com

ments, saying he is glad the
Rev. Jast Dsckson e ouaiva

people t
nghl for ;-wnl rlghh mm Iha
next millennium.

“Peaple are t00 compla-
cent,” the 53-year-old said.
“They have good jobs, they
have $100,000 homes.

“They have the things that

need. But that home can-
no{ save you (from injustice),
that job cannot save you

Scott said the size of the
crowd him of the
marches of the "60s.

“Numbers make a differ-

Demonstration draws civil rights veterans

‘ence,” he said. “It's the only
‘way they'll get (the students
back in school).”

Scott and Casey were not
the only people at the march
who once walked behind King

89-vear-old Jackie
}tlnm who brought her 15-
year-old great-granddaughter.

Peters said Sunday's march
was like a trip back in time.

“It's about the same. mpn
tude as the marches in

'60s, but a lot more ulm. she
said.

— Billy fyuss and Amy Burch
contributed 10 this story.
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