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and they found it

John and Kim Schwalbach of Decatur brought their family, Saphie, 2; Kat, 7 In the hat; and Tori,
12, to the 4E's Christmas Tree Farm near Mount Zion on Sunday to look for ‘the perfect tree —

08 Review/Phil cobs

EXPULSION: Overall review of
disciplinary code coming in spring

from A1
will examine expulsion policies in
the spring as part of an overall
review of the student disciplinary
code. He said the review will
answer questions such as: Are
‘minorities being unfairly disei-
lined?

Superintendents in Springfield,
Bloomington, Peoria and Cham-
paign did not return calls. The
school distriets in Normal and
Urbana did not expel any stu-
dents in the 1997-08 school year.
“The Bloomington School District
expelled two students that year
Both were white.

A group of black legislators
recently held a news conference
at the Capitol to criticize
schools’ treatment of black stu-
dents, arguing that black stu-
dents are punished mare severe-
ly than others

“If the blacks are only getting
the maximum punishment and
the others, who just may be of
another ethnic group, get a lesser
punishment, then that becomes
arbitrary,” said state Sen. Donne
E. Trotter, D-Chicago. Trotter is

one of the pmple Fasiag iguial
U.S. Rep. Bobby L. Rush,
Chicago. Rush's cangmssmna!
district on Chicago's South Side is
primarily black

State Rep. cmmm:e A. “Con-
nie” Howard, D-Chicago, has a
theory about why ik ot
are expelled in Decatur
greater rate o atis iy

ure that a lot of this is due
toa l;u:k of sensitivity by schwl
administrators and school

POSTCARDS: Dickerson counts his blessings

Continued A
The objective now is to wait until
the colors look real good and then
quench the piece in a bucket of
water — freezing the chemical
reaction a
stick.”

The artist's repertoire also
includes ceremonial-type mash
and other purely ornamental art,
often shaped like animals um!
decorated with wil |urhey feath-
ers and beads.

American Fokary ancions cakire
feel to it, nm it's all inspired by

Dickersot abundant muse.

"Whilcvkr you call his work, it
rezlly says something to me,”

Tasson, a Spring-
!le -based forensic scientist and
psychotherapist who finds the
Noble artist's creative experi-
ments fascinating. He first
bumped into Dickerson at a
Springfield art fair 10 years ago
and has bought at east a piece a

boards,” Howard said

While rejecting the race argu-
ment, Arndt said: “We're all will-
ing to learn how to do our job
better.”

Arndt also continues to spurn
outside attempts to i
Decatur schools. He said “people
who live and work in the commu-

much credibility with him and
cautioned against
Soch ko siatistca. Whislock
said most schools expel so few
students that a couple of students
of any race getting expelled can
dramatically shift percentages.
1| skew your stats,” Whit-

lock
ln the nnck Island bchm:l Dis-

‘There’s been a lot of
energy spent to make
sure that our schools
are safe. We have to
look at our system
and ask, ‘Are we
dealing with all of
our students fairly?”’

‘Superintendent David Markwood,
Rock tsland School District
nity” will review disciplinary
codes and there will be “no state
representation.”

Craig Whitlock is superinten-
dent of United Township High
School in the Quad Cities. He
also previously served as presi-
dent of the Hlinois Association of
School Administrators. His
school district did not expel any
students during the 1997-98
school year

He said the outside criticism of
Decatur schools does not carry

year from him ever since.

“I've got several masks, I have
a shield. I have a bear, I've got a
salamander and just a whole
variety of fabulous pieces of work
that he has done,” said Tasson,

58. *1 look forward every year to
Memg what he has come up with
this time.*

Customer feedback like that is
enoug o fise up the enthusizema
of any a¥ ickerson has a
wholo gallery of silnsty cebight
ed clients. He realizes he is one
lucky guy and never stops count-
ing his blessings: “I know how
fortunate | am to be able to do

hat 1 do,” he says

“And, inside, I still get that
excited feeling when I produce
a really good piece,” he pauses,
smiling, staring off into space,
his mind’s eye filled with past
images of fiery triumph. “I'll
look at that beautiful pot I've
just made and go ‘Yeehaw!

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Here is the week's schedule of
il meetings and other
activities of interest to the public
in Decatur and Macon County.

Todey
Macon oty Bt Pisoot Com
ee. 3 p.m., Macon County Office
Buiiging. 12 s Main 3., Cocatur
M rsannel Com
3 " Raaton Coudy Ofics
Building, 141 5. Main St., Decatur.
Macon County Board EEHW Com
mittee, 815 p.m., Macon County Office
Building. 141 5. Main ?- Decat

‘council chambers, 1 . Decatur
Cvic Camie, 1 Gore K. Andurson Pikza,

m-mm@mm Tem.
Town Hail, Oreana.
‘Wednesdey
Decatur Ejecirical Commission, 4
p.m. community development depart-

conterence reom. Decatr Cvic
:«mr VGarv & Anderson Pi

atur.
#hacon County Mental Health Board,
p.m... Millikin Court Bullding, 132 5.

Thursday
Decatur City Plan Commission, 3
B.m., city council chambers. third fioor,

Niantic Village Board, 6:30 p.m. Vi
Iage Hall, 387 E. Lockhart St.. Nianic.

Friamy
Macon County Board Justice Com.

mitiee. 9 .m., Macon County Office

Building. 141 5. Main S, Decatur.

trict, Supe vid Mark-
oo asiten e diatret bao s
history of disproportionately
expelling black studens In the
1997-98 school year, yz

e ot L

bntender, he Hock Ilars] Sahool
District expelled 12 students. Nine
‘were black.

Black students accounted for 32
percent of the district’s enroll-
ment that year, but 75 percent of
the expulsions.

“Unfortunately, statistics
don’t show us the causes. Many
of us throughout the state have
looked at those things to look
for causes,” Markwood said. He
said statisties also show that
minority students are underrep-
resented in fine arts classes
and upper level academic pro-
grams. “That's a concern and
should be a concern,” Mark-
wood said. “One of the things T
like about our district is we're
not going to run away from
problems.

“There’s been a lot of energy
spent to make sure that our
schools are safe. We have to look
at our system and ask, ‘Are we
dealing with all of our students
fairly? =

Yes!' It's 5o satistying.”

“Tony Reid roams Central Illinois on
Mondays for the Herald & Review.
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llndlnl‘ to Thailand are
Ih:ir'lﬂo'a'ia\c}wmnﬂ New

Mnﬂwuwﬂ their city's

mark

the new year.
Philadelphia Mayor Edward G. Rendell and his

wife, U.S. Circuit Court Judge Marjorie Rendell, will
the Penn-

nfﬁmlg.czumﬂ[\y umec.und Tl

999 couples.
Inwllnung\nn Del lllllﬂﬁcwuhshlwpﬂd
$0to g inmcziod o and receive a commemorative
jum Marriage Certificate” in a ceremony at
nrlvzﬂmnlplrk
And in Thailand, the allure of

room.

Scott Sears and Zelda Neeley orDeulurau:plm-

mng\nﬂnlhzknmnnhn.landhegm

dac 1ife with the new yex: But they said picking lhe
had nothing to do with the hype about

:uwn
“My sister, Belinda, and my aunt, Joyce
Sadorus, were pressing us for a date,” Sears said.
“We said April, or sometime in the spring. But
they wanted us to do it sooner so we started talk-
ing & nlmul Jan
o 87, and ‘Neeley, 35, were a couple more
m years ago while both were pupils at Roo-
sevelt Middle School, Then Neeley's pare
moved the family to California and the !wn ll)sl
contact.
Eventually, Neeley returned to Der-m-r but did
not run into Sears again until June
“Scott came over to see my hr\)l.h but he was
asleep,” Neeley said. Thal was about 7 p.m, and
they sat on i front porch talking st 4 ..,

Of their - decision to marry, “even our friends were
s Sears
New Year's Eve will be the wmdmg day for
Regina Sweck, 27, and Richard Opalka, 26, of
Decatur, who got engaged on \'ﬂlenlme s Day in
998

1

“I said pick a date. He went to the calendar and
decided we'd start off the new year right,”
said

Ika, who met his future bride when they
worked ai Starship Billiards Parlor, harks back to
their engagement for the wedding date. They had
known each other six months when he popped the
question.

“When I first proposed to e, she said, Now we
have o date so we get to know each other, ™
said. *She said then that we shouldn't get married
before New Year's Eve 2000. I've known for the last
year that I really wanted to marry her.

Opalka

Weraia & Review Pl Jacoos
MEW YEAR'S NUPTIALS: Scott Sears and Zelda Nae-
\ey of Decatur plan to be married on Jan.1. The
uple says the date had nothing to do with their
dscmm on when Io tie the knot.

“I didn't think too much about the date at first
But now it seems kind of cool ™

While a few area couples are marrying Dec 31 or
Jan. 1, the outlook for weddings during 2000 is
exceptionally strong, based on hall rentals for

on, general manger of Oak Terrace
Country Club south of Pana, said as of Nov.
had only one weekend open between March and Sep-
tember next year because of wedding receptions.

“Our normal wedding business has doubled for
2000, he said.

Mary Knackmubs, facility manager for the
Decatur-Macon County Fair, said the Pride of the
Prairie Center on the fairground is nearly booked
salid June through September.

“There's not a Saturday left,” Knackmuhs
said. “I've started having inquiries about Fri
days. The number of weddings will be way up
next year.”

Knackmuhs said she had inquiries about renting |
the center for New Year's Eve weddings but alre:
had it reserved for a large private party.

BRIEF

wing a pickup t
lided with a d

Taylorville man

released after accident
MORRISONVILLE — r\ 1‘.“'

lorvilie man escaped ser

injury in a Saturday .mzdenl that

claimed the life of his wife.
Marion J. Courtney, 75, was dri-

around 5 p.m.
said the force

isonvilie
State Police in Spring-
field said the accident happened

sent the deer’s body flying
through the windshield of the
Ford Ranger pickup, striking

ruck when it col-  Courtney and his wife, 83-year-
r on 1llinois 48 old an M. Courtney.

Both were taken to St. Vincent
Memorial Hospital in Taylorville
after the accident where she was
pronounced dead. Marion Court-
ney was treated and later dis-
charged

A police report
of the impact

Obituary

m Start at Richland Community College

m Transfer to a four-y:

Register NOW for Spring Semester 2000

875-7200
www.richland.cc.il.us

0,000

on College

ear university

Richland
Community College

The [[H1 and [¢]XINi FDA approved
Exclmer Laser to perfo k!

rm Lasi

The Summit Apes Plus E.
periorm Lasik for nearsighted

Dr. Dennis Lockhart is

Central linois. Dr. Lockhart ha over
okt of Relrctiee Suegery

FOR CLEAR VISION ~ COUNT ON EXPERIENCE!
Plan now to wiise your 2000 pre-taxed madical
wxpense plans.

322 W. Marion Ave, Decatur/Forsyth

|

e it i ool
e hrmeni Apes Pl s correct low 16 mOderae amounts o frsig

me of the fint ophalinalogits 1 perfom these
dures and is one of the most experienced Laser Vi

FREE, x0-0BLIGATION SCREENING GALL:
1-800-683-8944

October 21, 19 to

Corection surgeons

17 years of experience in this specialized
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