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‘When ths battle is over, (the expelled students) must honor this sacrifice.”

JACKSON:
Plans another
vigil today

Continued from A1
aceeptable
hool Superintendent Ken Arndt
said the school board believes its
decision to keep the one-year expul
sion in place was “educationally
sound” and said that outside pres-
sure would not cause the board to

leave the door
open at least a crack for further
negotiation

“T've been in this business long
enough to know that you never
say never because you don't know
what might happen.” he said.

But right now 1 feel the board of
ed n has been more than

civil disobedience becaus
media-altracting demonsirations
are a distraction for teachers and
students

Jackson expected to be arrest-
ed Tuesday afternoon when he
crossed the police line at Eisen
hower High School. And he vowed
to continue the Rainbow/PUSH
fight on Tuesday fo have the stu-
dents returned to school
g by their
original d\fhu n. And we're
¥ ackson said
*And I'm unwhm. my schedule
for the rest of the — We're
going 1o be in Dec e every day."

what Jacksen intended to
peaceful demonstration
. w two police officers
struck, and one of them injured
— causing the four arrested men
to be preliminarily charged wit
felony mob action

- llmh for nom

olence,”
Attorney
s a late aft
noan news conference that occurred
ackson appeared in court
ichter said the officer was
“injured when struck” during the
incident, requiring medical treat-
ment. He said the officer w

treated and released, but would
not deseribe the nature or severi-
ty of the injuries

Jackson said the injuries did not
come from Rainbow/PUSH repre-
sentatives ar supporters; but  from,
the throngs of media that crowded
around himn at the schoal.

Jackson's arrest came after a
maorning meeting with Goetter,
Arndi and school districi attorney
Jeffrey Taylor failed to reach an
acceplable compromise.

At Eisenhower, Jackson was
encircled by a swarm of media
after exiting his car.
nothing until he asked his securi-
v people to bring the parents of

xpelled children forward. It
appeared that many, if not all, of
the parents eventually arrived
as did the students.
ckson told the crowd that he,
the parents and the pastors would
cross the police line and risk
arrest because the school board
refused to consider allowing the

as

0 & Review/ Joseph C. Garza

DISCUSSION: The emergency school board meeting Tuesday night at the Keil Adminisiration building was filled with teachers, parents and members of ihe Rambow/PUSH

Coalition. Here, Valerie Johnson education director of the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, discusses school discipline with parents and teachers.

charges of aggravated battery and felony action.

hands quietly clasped in front of

Merald & Review! Kelly J. Huft
[FOR THE CAUSE: The Rev. Cleo Willis of Saint Louis, Mo. drops to the pavement Tuesday at Eisenhower
High School trying to block the police vehicle carrying the Rev. Jesse Jackson. Willis was arrested on

BARRED: Attorney
Auth Waller express-
es her frustration at
being blocked from
entering the Law
Enforcement Center
by Decatur Police
Department Cmdr
Mark Barthelemy.
Waller, who said she
was representing the
Rev. Jesse Jackson,
was later allowed to
enter the building.

Herald & Review/ Dennis Mages

ANALYSIS: Two sides still
butting heads on issues

Continued from A1
handeuffs Tuesday afternoon
alter crossing a police line during
a protest at Eisenhower Hig
en he entered the
story just over two weeks ago he
made it clear that the students’
two-year expulsions were unjusti-
fied and too severe.

In an emergency meeting Nov.
8, the school buard voled 2.2 lo

and sought the establishment of a
blue ribbon panel to determine
whether the students made
enough progress to warrant their
return to the regular high school
program for second semester in
January

Jackson's 10-point proposal
asked for McGee to speak with
Macon County State’s Attorney
Larry Fichter about reducing or

students to go back to school in him just after 4 p.m. He Illesdal's developments  Statement read by board Presi- uce the expulsions from two dropping the felony mob action
y speak to the judge but consulted dent Jackie Goetter, the board years to one and agreed to allow  charges against the young men, a
“When this battle is over, (the his attorneys several times. The Rev. Jesse Jackson was said that anyone wishing the students to enroll in an alter-  charge Jackson himself now
expelled students) must honor Judge Timothy Steadman arrested Tuesday afternoon ﬂ-ﬂmﬂ* decision to expel native education program offered  faces. It also asked for a resolu-
this sacrifice,” he sait released Jackson, Mark Allen, while leading a w‘m: sup- the for T in De tion to the federal lawsuit Rain
Storty thereatte, he hakad s Ciso Wila s Jobm Conmiagiam poctacs (6 tha front doer of of the schaol year with the Craig Milligan, Macon-Piatt U a week 2
speec] alkiny on $10,000 personal recognizance ~ Eisenhower High School. In aption of sliemative !d’m““! perintendent, said Tuesday, the school board met
nu..m. u. l!w :!‘..h \m_ refus-  bonds with a condition that they :ﬂﬂmmlﬂ"mr:_'lllmm- will have to do so in court “Tuesday that once the students 1o discuss the issue of the expul
ing to answer the questions shout- are banned from Decatur School were were enroll, they will be assessed and  sions, but its position didn’t
ed by reporters. District property tas Iplenbea Hoim (e Micorl What’s next placed in the program that best  budge
Officers did not attempt to Decatur attorney Ruth Waller, unty Jail. Jackson's arrest lad fits their needs. He said it's likely They met in executive session
physically prevent him from wha represented the four d\.k‘ll ”h";lﬂ".‘“ h ' '7“ prayer vigil ‘:;‘"‘d that at least one of the young for nearly three hours, presum-
crossing the line They allowed dants, objected several times, school district officials failed to for 7 a.m. today at MacAr "u“' men would be placed in eachof  ably going over Jackson’s propos-
him through and Decatur police  saying Jackson “is not a mmml reach an ible High . Jackson said the four programs his department | paint by point, but then didn't
Lt. David Slade arrested him. and he should be allows mise. Jackson later led a group ’”\'/“!m"‘u“ oversees. oliea the pitexal
bove the roar of the crowd, chi o take the chil-  Of more than 700 residents at a and discussed then. AL first, it seemed that Jackson " The inaction should not have
Sl.idm grasped a compliant Jack hool.” Steadman Tally 8t the Churoh of hefeing 15 EELEMS oM/ EXSE Coalition agreed to the compromise, Which  pee 3 surprise, haugh Through
the arm and informed him  revised his order to allow Jackson , PGT Temple 3, character- hrqr-nmmv- px-n""':h' was brokered by Gov. George H. ot fhe weak. board members.
of the gl and the others back on school ized by thunderous chants and a  lawsuit today against Ryan and Glenn W, McGee, #pctaben Y i o)
“You're under arrest for con- property with Arndt's permission Tenewed fire” for the to Decatur school board, alleging superintendent of the Illino W over 41 )
tributing to the delinquency of 'he four men are scheduled to ~ FetUrn the students to the district released State Board of Education. e ECOmpre Ty
minor and solicitation to commit  appear in Macon County Cireuit ‘The Decatur school board, student information to “" But he didn't When (e bosre ratitcnad frum
a crime,” he said, before passing  Court again Dec. 16 meeting in special session, reaf.  media. It's alleged tha Jackson soon unveiled anew  xeculive session. they did .
Jackson on {0 officers who hand- Fichter said all four we firmed its stance on the issue of  releasing collective da on st 10-point propasal for the rein- one vote — a 7-0 decision lo hire
cuffed him and walked him to & ed on preliminary charges  the six expelled students. The ~ dent absences and school class ;ement of the students, which  additional legal counsel to help
waiting transport van v board also voted fo hi =1 A e b vl st called for the students to enroll in handle the pending lawsuits
The Macon County Law tional legal representation. Ina  dent privacy laws. an alternative school program Board President Jackie Goetter

Enforcement Center was sealed
off as the police van with Jackson
arrived. Entrance doors were
locked and several officers stood
guard, blocking Jackson's associ-
ates, the press and curious
onlool

A crowd quickly gathered out
side, blocking South Franklin
Street for about two hours. A few
hundred spectators quickly start-
ed a chant of “send the children
in, let the reverend out.”

Meanwhile, ministers huddled
to talk strategy e few min-
utes as more members of the
media arrived. But by about 3:30
pm., much of the
ed from the chilling wind and
cold temperatures in the shadow
of the county jail

enforcement officer, Cunningham
on a preliminary charge of resist
ing a police officer and Allen and
Jackson on preliminary charges
of contributing to the delinquency
of a minor and solicitation to
commit a crime, Fichter said
Fichter said that the arrests
were made based on probable
cause, and an investigation will
take place. He said officers will
review videotapes of the incident
and will interview witnesses.
“These are hyped up charges. It
has nothing to do with what hap-
pened today,” Jackson said as he
d out’ Lll the jail. “We were
not going to post bail. We were
willing (o suffer to put light on
the dark situation our children

Jackson quickly ranged from
angry to jovial, sarcastic to very
direct while discussing topics
ranging from a perceived misrep-
resentation of the expulsion issue
by the media and the “trumped
up” charges

Jackson said jail, sometimes, is
a necessary part of fighting for
equal righs.

“On July 17, 1960, 1 went to jail
for trying to use a public library,”
he said. “Righteous ptoplu ngm.
ing for a righteous ca
poer (o open up u.rm y

his address, Jackson
oldthe. story of a white woman
who approached coalition repre-
sentatives this week al
son who was caught with a knife

the

then read a statement which said
the board would not compromise
further. and if the parents of the

students were not satisfied, they

«could file additional lawsuits.

The Rev. James Meeks, Rain
bow/PUSH vice president, w
irate.

“I cannot believe that this
school board would not take the
opportunity to heal these wounds.
and solve this crisis,” he said

Decatur Supmmemem Ken-
neth Arndt said the prev
action h\ the board wa.\ \.ummun

attending schools right now and
for the students who were
expelled.”

Inside the jail, nearly 30 people, are at school but received a three-day Nereic’s Bevteaitetty 2. Hipt A
> view/Kelly Meanwhile, Jackson and
mostly courthouse employees, sat It was immediately apparent  suspension. SECURITY: M i iiss ,ac
e d : Macon County Sheriff's deputies and a court security supparters will hold a proyer vig
waiting for Jackson and the oth- that jail did nothing to quell the We're trying to close the gap.” el LSO CoUTY e acon County Courtroom 1 as the st sacArthrur High Schoo)

ers arrested at Eisenhower.

N .mmgmm in black, his

spirit of Jackson and, in fact,

har
school Al

he said. “We really don't want a

Rev. Jesse Jackson

ave bond set for preliminary
charges of felony mob action, contributing 1o the delinquency of a
minor and solicitation to commit a crime.

morning, and the phissled
has no further plans to meet this
week.
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