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Jackson lists goals for ending
dispute over school expulsions

Activist requests review panel
and admissions by school board.

EDITOR'S MOTE: The Rev. Jesse Jackson
accepted an invitation to meet Wednes-
day morning with members of the Herald
& Review's editorial board to discuss the
expulsion controversy. His comments
were made before the filing of lawsuits
by the Decatur School District and the
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, and prior to
announced plans to enroll the expelled
students in an alternative school.

By KEN DICKSON
HAA Stafl Wrier 8
DEC!\TUR The Rev. Jesse Jackson
h'::fs ore he will end his
unmde on behalf of six students

He wants a blue-ribbon panel to indi-
vidually review each student’s perfo
mance in an alternative school with the
possibility of reinstatement in the hor
school as early as January. He also
wants the school board to acknowledge
that two years is too long for expulsion
and that the board should have offered
the students alternative schooling before

expell

Jackson, founder and president of the
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, shared his
demands during a meeting

with the Herald & Review's editorial
board. The Rev. James Meeks, vice
president of Rainbow/PUSH, and four
others accompanied him.

After expelling the students Oct. 1 and
4 for two years for their alleged involve-
ment in a fight at a Sept. 17 football
game at Eisenhower High School, the
school board agreed Nov. § to shorte
the expulsions to one year. At the same
time, Gov. e H. Ryan allowed the
students to I-lenmll in alternative schools

ely.

Jackson said earlier Wednesday he
would endorse sending the students to
alternative schools if the blue-ribbon
panel was formed and could assess the

students’ progress between now and the
first of l!l! Y!
He said the Decatur School District,

the Illinois State Board of Education
and Rainbow/PUSH should be repre-
sented on the
o Do e bt boerd on Tuesday

rejected that and other proposals sub-
mitted by Glenn W. McGee, superinten-
dent of the Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation, and Rainbow/PUSH

But during a rally Wednesday night,
Ak el e G Al i
students today in an alternative school
Jackson said the decision was

upon concern that tive school
could cease to be available if the stu-
dents held out

In a separate interview on Wednesday,
Decatur Superintendent Kenneth Arndt
said the Jackson camp doesn't seem to
realize that the clock is ticking on Lhe

\.lian.! to enroll in an alternative

EHie said the two semiors could sill

graduate in June if they enroll in an
al!el'mm'l! program by January and

could not if they went back to tra-
d)mmal classrooms. He that
courses needed for graduation are often
offered only in fall or only in

Arndt also said while some Decatur
students have been referred to Safe
School, an .|:=mauve school run by the
Macon-] nal Office of Educa-
tion, the school chose not to refer
these e:pelled summs “because
their individual records and the severity
of the offense.”

During his meeting with the editorial
board, Jackson identified a gap in trust
between the community and its stu-
dents. He said 17 percent of Decatur’s
Mmmts are African-American, yet

bout 50 percent of the district's stu
dosis s el parents are black
“Eighty-three nercent of the people have
the power, and only 50 percent of the
children,” he said. “So there is a puwr:r
imbalance. We need to

Jackson continued to mnund Ihal I.he
parents of the expelled students, all of
whom are African-American, did not
understand the ss when their sons
were heading into the expulsion hear-
ings Oct. 1 and 4. “They were notified,
but they were not communicated with,”
Jackson said. “They did not understand
what their options were.*

Meeks wondered if the school board is
protecting itself from backlash for
changing the time of intercity football
ga

mes
Many years ago, the school district
opted for a 5 p.m. game time to combat
violence at night games. In an effort to
get families to attend the games this
year, the district moved the time back to

7:30 p.m

“Did the fight at night strike a blow at
the school board’s insistence at putting
the games back at night?" Meeks asked.
“This rush to judgment may have a lot
to do -1“: prnlecl)ng themselves from
that dec

"I has to be something. If it is not
race, if it is not precedent because they
don’t give two years for every fight, and
it's not an overreaction to Pearl, Paduc-
ah or Columbine, then maybe it's
(this).’

]‘})r & combination of them,” Jackson

T TOWN Colleges express interest

s syester thanthe
slices of apple pie and chocolate cake
foists on visitors. Interestingly, she attend-
ed arch-riv: St Anthony High

violently U Rl i Bt b o
the spirited outburst.

If you were meeting towering Leon Gob-
ezynski for the first time, you might
brlieve wht s says s hé motions loward
the 19-foot, nnch plnniacl o the cathe-
dral ceiling in his living roor
[ cax bevely tach 1f whn T fusms o
says with a deadpan look. Immediately,
his family bursts into laughter,
knwwg that although the family
h might have been a prolific scorer; he
couldn't urp over the proverbial candie-
stick.

“Becky is not very coordinated,” Leon
said, -wnmmamnmmpmgnhm
ty from hes

Although basketball has always been a
focal point in the sprawling Gobezynski
home, it is more so than ever this season
as Andy and Stephanie head into their
senior years

attention is heating up
and s kel o Incrense gnce co

surgew and how Stephanie becomes a
more forceful part of a Teutopolis girls’
team Koester thinks could be much better
than people expect

“I like if,” Becky says of the recruiting
m-lmuahndul
ry. And it provides

out
Fnr Laeon, he is :dlvmg the recruiting
rience. During his year of 1971,
P: was mm‘:!‘:ym":nr‘ u:an 15 eal-
eges, inc]
mmug New Ollean& sw\ha-n Mnﬂn‘l‘st.
Centenary and

could take as mw\yvm uyml'anuli
50 1did,” he recalls. I didn't want to
geen

U.ynmdennunﬂiﬁ»
cial vieth o Tlimcie

=.runn.ycdhmmd5‘$n~svhlﬂ
interest. He's also checked
ot Eastern Hlinois and made an unolfl
cial visit to Millikin
Andy has known Millikin Coach Ti
Littrell “forever” and is cloarly londnrhns
father’s former Millikin teammate. But
m:mm&tmummmbu:::-

e S bt Tt s
say, “You never did this or did that” *
'ﬂurzcnll I

p:u'llyllxc!mm play |mnanedm
tion. I think we're all pretty firm on that.™

“That ly is even getting a chance
w:Bn!l:erlalnumlithyemngu when a

injury was finally diagnosed
by Dr. Roben Gurtler, the ic sur-
geon who serves as one of the University
of Hllinois’ athletic team doctors.

“At first 1 thought it was tendinitis or
growing pains,” said Andy, whose right
koee hngan aching after his freshman

ition was osed
-k Dok e only a few minutes in
Dr. Gurtler's office, was pin-

F‘D‘l-]zs'ud 1 could have osteochrondritis
dmwﬁ.'!\lﬂyn:d. And that's what it

Snmumcaum-nmupm on the
bone, Dr. Gurtler informed the Gobezyn-

s oty it i Mt of
1997, the FDA had approved a
through procedure that resulted in Lhnse
surgeries. Basically, the “dead” portion of

uxehummmahmey-nw
m Andy's hip and phm\‘lollmﬂ

Ineenrdahummllslhhnm

‘and grown al the Massachusetts [nstitute

orwmhy»wwvw-imn-lpul-nﬂ

the repaired area.
i
and the rmagmynmuthajmim
yunrbermmnnung
th:hm:mmlhu!

"[mumﬁml\emﬂ he did
return,” Crawford said. “But come to find

0, Craford said, he'l ry to
use Andy i & way Ca lays more

strengths.
'lkhualmnl'mhldkahﬂalhllrw,n
Leon told me he didn’t

lis
team camp at the University of Hlinois
and Koester is quietly optimistic about

this group.
‘Stephanie Gobezynski is one reason

why.

l.nsl;earshe\lmsardm\muxi
Munmmmm m.yw,_-u

to her more inside. I put her in
offensively this season, llmhlzlnmug
on a light swit

“The college coach who gets her will
gmnmnwurpummmemr

expused 10 & college
weight program, she could s feally

So as the high sc
celebrated basketball hmu]) il v :-:lu

vously from the stands.
Miles from town, a visitor can spot the

towering steeple from the St. Francis of

Assisi Catholic Church. Down below,

streets and pas
basketball hoops that caught coach
Gmy 's attention nearly 30

YOars ago.

It should be a heck of a year,” said
Koester, tvell aware of the building fever
in a community where basketball is at
knuheseeandmnﬂ popular religion in

One month’s FREE Internet
and FREE online holiday photos.
Mice are stirring.

A

We at FGlnet think the best part of the holidays is creating and sharing
memories with the people you care sbout. To help you do just that, we're making
this special offer, Now through January 17th, when you sign up for two manths
of Internet access, you'll get your third month free. Plus, we'll develop a
roll of your holiday film absclutely free. In addition to your free prints, you'll
also be able to see your photos online and email them to anyone you want. So

stay in touch this season with FGInet. To sign up, just call 1-888-544-2775.
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