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Serving Central lllinois Since 1872

EXTRA GREEN: Brott Grandon
and Matt Verceliino dig into
some of the 864 golf balls
they recovered and sold this
year for some extra cash.

Better than par

Digging in the mud tums up &
treasure trove of golf balls for
two Decatur youngsters.

Special session
A compromise may end
the special session on anti-
crime legislation.
Central num J M

Push for peace

Clinton launches a new
drive for peace between Israel
and Syria with the Isracli
prime minister and Syrian
foreign minister joining the
president in Washingon.

Nation | A2

Here are the winning num-
bers selected Wednesday in
the liinois State Lottery:
Pick Three-Mi 3

mLittle Lotto: 03-12-13-14-18
WLotto: 09-11-15-28-4144
mLotto jackpot: $8 million
mBig Game jackpot: $23

million

Celebrate 2000
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Atcher Daniels Mland Ca

Decatur Memonsl Hosptal
linois Power Co.

50 cents

Our 126th year
Issue 350 » Four sections
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IP plans to finalize Clinton sale

Announcems pecled today woman for [linols Power.
o o o Bill Jones, spokesman for AmerGen and
on completion of power station PECO Energy Co., confirmed that there
B > could be an announcement t
deal with AmerGen Energy. Members of Illinois Power's manage-

By SUSAN

MEASMWme
DECATUR — Illinois Power Co. :md

AmerGen Energy Co. official expect 10

ment team were meeting in Philadelphia

on Wednesday with officials from Amer-
Gen, which Is a joint venture of PECO and
British Energy inc. of . Scot-
land.

closed me‘:liy t{h& }(!J‘.\nlnn nm:u!ar ‘Swarthout said the two companies have
power station. been ironing out a tremendous number of
“If they are able to resolve everything as details the past few weeks. There shouldn't
expected, and complete the transaction, be any substantial changes from the pur-
the cor expects to make an chase agreement announced in July, she

announcement about the sale of the plant
(today),” said Shirley Swarthout, spokes-

said.
Tllinois Power officials announced in

April they had an interim agreement with
AmerGen to own and operate the plant
‘The sale is a key element of the merger
agreement between [llinois Power's parent
company, linova Corp., and Dynegy Inc.,
a Houston- national power and natur-
al gas marketing firm.

Dynegy's largest shareholder does not
want 10 be in the nuclear power business,
thus requiring the sale of the Clinton plant

‘plant on line since it started

energy in 1987.
More nuclear power plants will be sold

as companies realize it's not cost effecti
to operate just one, said Barclay Jones,
professor of nuclear plasma engineering
and radiological engineering at the Univer.
slly of Tlinais.

power industry is consolidating so
mm mey can have e ts to sup-
port more of a broad work force,” he said
In that way, employees who are only need-
ed occasionally can travel from plant to
plant, he added.

“It's going to become harder and harder
for single plants to compete in the sys-
tem.”
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS

\
‘Mattoon weighs power plant plan

Residents | _arroon — when s mowton,

i Texas-hased compary mn;cjacna]hng

TAISC | P o e oo o i cition

5 power plant, some elected officials
questions | switssa ¥

being asked to sell fro
Lake Mattoon o cool the genera-

about risk to .
3 tors Reﬂam::;;ﬁkmrp_‘ v:r;lx;\h o
CNVITONMENE | s Rt ekine & be s
3 needed improvements at the lake
as c]ty — improvements the city hasn't
% money o complete.
considers
Ele Of — could stand to

The city of Neoga — which has
| lake water Shelby County and the N

asked to treat the water after
| school dmrm where

it s used by the proy lant
‘ wants to build its power plunl on 80

Pl
’lnd then send it l:.mn the Little

Heraia
FIGHTING FOR THE LAKE: Leia Summers has enjoyed the time she and her husband have spent over the past 22

toon. Summers and cther lakeside residenis have formed Friends of Lake Mattoon and are working 10 put the lake first in response
1o Reliant Energy Corp’s plans 10 build a power plant in the area.

acres 2.5 miles south of Neoga,
could generate more property tax
revenue — as much as $400,000 a
year

Richland establishes tie to work injury l:enter

' ot Ken Smithmi-
College’s exact m}‘j in ot
planned DMH facility and chief
executive offi-
expected to be announced. t
atur

[ Memorial
L Hospital; Dr.

ECATU David Fletch-
munity College is expected tobe er, founding
named as a key partner in medical
Decatur Memorial Hospilals  dirctor of
nhm for a $1.2 million facility DMH Cor

on workplace injuries. rate Heali g” a"“’f"‘.;:;n

A news conference is set for Services and yy
this afternoon at 2120 N. 27th St.,  medical AL
next door to the Central llhnms director of
Industrial Conditioning and idvest Occupatonal Heall

Center, which is tes; and Chuck Novak,
already under constructior pmnem o ichiand
1t was not known

what Richland’s role is go
be.Colloge oficals were ok
they wer pposed to talk
s I aivancn of the news
conference. Novak did not return
Jllshmll. message from the Her-
leicher satd Wedoesday he
was not at liberty to discuss fur-
ther detals Decatur Memorial
also was releasing no
Euﬂﬁz tails.
In Augubl‘ Smithmier and
Fletcher announced plans for

Review/Kelly 3

at Lake Mat-

Hut

Not so fast, some lake resi-
o arb e bout the

concerned a
quanunywu.awl.hcm s ly
after last summer’s drought. Lake

source of potable water
To date, the has
 couple of hurdies: Shelby County
approved zoning for the pl
weekndl{ehnlhspem\ltsw
do its own wastewat if
Neoga doesn't come: with
approval. Relant also has Exvi-
emissions permits for air space.
In Mattoon the water and sewer

approval
of a contract for sale of the water
The council will consider the con-
tract in special session at 5 p.m.
today.

LAKE

Continued on A4

Charges from
protest bring

Jackson bhack
to Decatur

Civil rights leader and 3
others scheduled to appear
in Macon Co. court today.

HAR Siaff Wrier
DECATUR — The Rev. Jesse

County Cireuit Court v

State’s Attor-

ney Larry

Fichter said
was

Ammad after

crossing police
lines at Eisen-
hower

Three others
re arrested with Jackson, but
only two of the m\u ‘men were

mmnmmm faces o i

puilobi

police officer. o e Wills
charged with wo [elory

e ba

Fichter said. Muk Allen alio was
but no cf were
Fichter said.

The men are
appear in court at 9 a.m. wday
for arraignment. They have been
free on personal recognizance
‘bonds.

Jackson has announced

Decatur residents and eummumly
leaders in a closed-door stratey
planning session.

“I have no comment on the
arges now. It's not appropriate
to comment right now because no
one has received notice of the
charges,” Fichter said. “The
information on file reflects the
matier thet has been under inves-
tigation.
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‘Jingle Bells’ pays way in court
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