News
by <lancestry

https://www.newspapers.com/image/77470665/

Herald and Review (Decatur, lllinois) - Wed, Nov 17,1999 - Page 1
Downloaded on Feb 17, 2026

Serving Central lllinais Since 1873

Wednesday

November 17, 1999
Decatus, Illinois

Trimming the fat
When a person’s weight
becomes a threat 1 his
health and regular d
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Superintendent
Kenneth Arndt
arrives at
Eisenhower

High School

| Tuesday before
the Rev. Jesse
Jackson was
arrested by

| Decatur Police.

‘ Decatur School

School board, Jackson roll i

Heraia & Review/ Kelly J. Huft

ExpuLsion CoONFLICT

School hoard

ARREST: Decatur palice officer Larry Bond directs a handeuffed Jesse Jackson toward a transport vehicle a
Tuesday morning at Eisenhower High School. Jackson was arrested on
delinquency of a minor and solicitation 1o commit a crime, School board

Herald & Review/Dennis Magee
ifter Jackson's arrest
preliminary charges of felony mob action, contributing o the
member D.R. Roberts is at right

n opposite directions

Members say no to
more compromises;
Jackson arrested on
charge of mob action

s ler the
lesse Jackson and several
supporters were arrested for
crossing onto school property, the
Decatur school board delended its
decision to expel seven Decatur
students for fighting and vowed 1o
hold its ground

In an emergency meeting that
included a elosed session lasting
nearly three hours, the board
emerged to say it would not com-
promise any further on a one-year
expulsion of the students, who
were involved in a br: Se
at Eisenhower High School

Jackson, who was arrested
after crossing police barriers at
Eisenhower, and members of the
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition plan to
stage a prayer vigil at 7 a.m.
today outside MacArthur High
School.

During the closed ses
Rev. James Meeks, a Chi
minister and Rainbow/PUSH vice
president, asked the board to con:
sider allowing the students back
into their schools in January
based on each individual's perfor-
mance in alternative schooling
during the next 19 da;

The board,

or, the

ened to
Meeks for 20 minutes, later
in a statement read by school
board President Jackie Goetter

that if the expelled students and

DECATUR — For
seemed the Rainbow/PU
tion and the Decatur school board
—— ETE tTaveling
sope On the same
ANALYSIS oad. but per-
""" haps at differ-
ent speeds.
Both wanted
expelled

education
Agreeing on
what that
meant was the
stumbling
block
Goetter But it
School boarg  became clear
president R
night that
although both sides claimed to be
on the same road, they were
going in opposite directions
Tuesday night, all seven mem
bers of the Decatur school board
met in emergency session for the
second time in eight days to di
cuss the expulsions of six Decatur
high school students. A seventh
implicated in the fight on
ha d

Sept 1
maoved out of stat
The Rev. Jesse Jackson was led
away with three supporters in
Awayss
on Ad
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MAKE WAY: A Decatur police officer makes a path for a squad car and the Transpart Unit van th
Rev. Jesse Jackson Tuesday
felony mob action, contributi

g

eview:

B Students say their school day was anything but business as usual
B Jesse Jackson's demonstration Tuesday drew a crush of media

Stories | AS

n . Garza
at holds the
at Eisenhower High School. Jackson was arrested on preliminary charges of
ing to the delinquency of a minor and solicitation to commit a crime.

Josept

their parents believed the board
acted incorrectly, they should
seck relief in court

“We

must feel secure in our
ully disagree with
at seeks to
overwhelm a duly elected authori
ty by employing great resources
and intense public pressure,”

The board then voted to re

dditional legal counsel from a
Springfield law firm to deal with
lawsuits filed against the board
Meeks said ainl JS|
Coalition plans to file a lawsuit
today in Champaign charging that
the school board released private
recards of the students to the pab-
lic.

After the board meeting, a visi
bly upset Meeks walked to the
microphone and chastised the
board for not voting on his
request o have a blue ribbon
committee review, on a case-by.
case basis, whether the students
had performed well enough in
-rative school

be rein-
s semester

“At least they could have given
us the courtesy or decency to put
the issue to a vole,” Meeks said.

Late Tuesday evening, Jackson
said the board only offered to con-
sider examining the case of Gre-
gory Howell because he acted in
self-defense before he became
aggressive. Jackson said leaving

Continued on A4

Farmers geTlittTe gfdance aﬁ.mrkshup on gﬁe?cally altered crops

By PAUL BRINKMANN

p on biotechnology Tuesday for advice
on what kind of seed to plant next year, but
they received few firm answers.

Inste me agribusiness executives,
including a vice president from Archer
Daniels Midland Co., admitted thal the
global acceptance of genetically altered
erops is unpredictable.

Farmers came to a work-

“We honestly don't know

Go to your

grain companies for advice,” said John
McClenathan, vice president of
ADM/Growmark division. “Each farmer
should make their own decision based on

i

production economics and market econom

s
The workshop at Richland Community

College attracted more than 200 farmers.
The Litle was “Should 1 Grow GMO?” refer-
ring to genetically modified organisms. It

was sponsored by the Unive

ity of Tllinois

Extension office’s Macon County Unit.
Farmer uncertainty over the issue fol-
lows a year of growing opposition to genet

ically altered crops in food from Europe,
Asia and even some U S. fi
such as Gerber and Heinz,
accepting genetically altered food ingredi
ents.

Consumers and environmental groups
around the world have questioned the safe-
ty of genetically altered food, despite per-
sistent assurances by U.S. scientists and

regulators that the technology has been
thoroughly tested. Agribusiness executives
at the workshop stressed their confidence
in the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion's approval of biotech foods.

ADM shook up the agribusiness world in
August with a request for farmers and ele-
vators to keep genetically altered crops
separate from conventional crops.

CROPS
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