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SCHOOL:
Jackson
heads home

Continued from A1
strations on school property dur-
ing school hours before Tuesday's
hearing. The civil rights group

gmd

After the court appearance,
Jackson told reporters he would
be going home, but plans to
return to the area for a hearing
Monday in U S. District Court in
Urbana.

“After | answer this last ques-
tion, we have two major stops left
today. The first is Shaw’s (restau
rant) and the second is my own
bed in Chicago,” Jackson joked at
the end of a news conference out-
side the Macon County Courts
Facility

While at the regional office of
education, Jackson reiterated his
and that the Decatur school
board should have offered the stu
dents alternative education when
they were expelled in October. He
called again for the board to eval-
uate the performance of each of
the six in their alternative setting
with an eye toward allowing them
t0 return to regular classes when
the second semester starts in

The six were expelled for fight-
ing at a Sept. 17 football game at
Eisenhower High School

ackson was repeatedly ques-
tioned by reporters about why he
ited until Thursday to seek to
have the students admitted to the
alternative programs, rather than
10 days earlier after meetings
th the school board, Gow
George H. Ryan and state school
Superintendent Glenn W. McGee

The Decatur school board
agreed Nov. 8 to reduce the expul-
ons 10 one year, and the state
officials opened the door for
enrollment in an alternative
school for the remainder of this
school year

“The school board would be
M\Hlm, to use their nonattendance
kson said,
ing to a federal court peti
tion by Hainbow/PUSH. There

petition, which seeks a temporary
restraining order against the
school board 1o allow the students
ack into regular classes.

School board President Jackie
Goetter was pleased with Thurs-
day's developments.

I think it's wonderful that the
students have finally gone to
enroll in the alternative education
classes,” she said. *1 had hoped

y would have gone last
ut I'm glad they are
there today getting prepared for
the classes in the program

Regional Superintendent Craig
Milligan said one or more of the
expelled students would likely be
enrolled in each of the four alter-
native programs based in
Decatur and run by his office.

utures Unlimited, whose stu-
dents normally have severe atten-
dance problems and have fallen
behind;

u Safe School, for disruptive
students on the brink of expul

CE, for students on proba-

jon;
= Teen GED, for older teen-
agers
Jackson said the school board
should have offered enrollment in
the Safe School program before
expelling them

CAUCUS:

Continued from A1
school board's actions received
the support of the Ku Klux Klan,
which staged a rally in Decatur
last Sunday.

*“1 would not like them for my
allies. That school board should
denounce them a We don’
want them as our allies, ” she
said. “Who are the allies for the
children? They are the communi-
ty of Decatur. They are the minis-
ters. Now who are the allies of
the schoal board? Are they going
1o be the KKK?*

Davis .ulm said the students in
question are not the only ones
who may have engaged in wrong
doing. At this point, the crimi-
nals in my opinion, are those who
chose (o deny education to six

ys who merely supervi
sion and it wasn't there for
them,” Davis said.

Davis is one of the most outspo-
ken members of the Illinois House
on racial and educational issues.
She confirmed in an inierview
that she wanted legislative hear-
ings on school violence to
today in Decatur, but House
Speaker Michael J. Madigan, D-
Chicago, rejected her request

Davis said she asked Madigan
o appoint 2 special commiltee,
complete with subpoena power
Piavs said she would have called
members of the Decatur school
board to testify.

SERVED: Macon County Sheriff’s deputy Adam Walter, right, presents subpoenas to Rainbow/PUSH Go:
early Thursday morning ordering Lewis, the Rev. Jesse Jackson and several other members to appear

State Rep. Rick Winkel, R-
Champaign, helped write the bill
in 1995 that ushered in the Safe
School program throughout the
state.

Winkel said Safe School was

signed as an option for districts
considering expelling a student
The student can then receive
credit in the Safe School and
move back into the traditional
program or can opt to remain in
the program. Either way, once
enough credits are gained, stu-
dents graduate with a diploma
from the lrar\.\[ernm‘ ,‘( hool.

Milligan said he w
eariorsing Tackeen s Caes by
accepting the students for place-
ment inlo allernative programs

“The o endorsement we have
is putting children first,” Milligan
said. “We have authority from Dr.
McGee o give these students the
option of alternative education.”

While Jackson and Milligan
spoke, members of the East Peo-
ria-based World Church of the
Creator were held away from the
scene by police. Earlier, the group
had distributed fliers outside

Sisenhower High School, inviting
Decatur residents to at

pom. rally Sunday at Pavilion Yo
lin on Park.

Benjamin Smith,
member of the chure}
ted suicide this summer after a
two-state shooting rampage that
left two dead and nine w
including a Decatur minister
Matt Hale, head of the white
supremacist group, said he came
to Decatur to support the school
district in its expulsion of “hooli-
gans” and to further divide the
races

“This issue here in Decatur has
truly polarized the community,”
Hale said, “and we're happy
about that

“It’s caused many white people
to take a second look at our
church,” he said. “Others are sim-
ply realizing that blacks are not
interested in real peace or equali
ty; they're interesled in suprema-
cy and intimidation

“And I think that’s what we've

Madigan's spokesman, Steve

the speaker

rejected the idea of immediate
hearings in Decatur.

“He did not believe that action
by the legislature at this time
would serve any positive pur-
pose,” Brown said. “Further inter-
vention by people not involved in
the Decatur schools would not be
a positive thing to do.

Brown said Madigan made the
judgment himself, but he received
input from state Rep. Julie
Curry, D-Mount Zion.

Davis said she would push for
hearings um year If Madigan
rejects ue i
id she would push for the Bl
Cauicus 1o visit Decatur for its
own hearing

The idea of hearings was not
part of the Black Caucus agenda
announced at its news conference.
State Sen, Donne E. Trotter, D-
Chicago, is caucus chairman.

“We've come here today to
address in small part what is
going on in Decatur, Ilinois, but
in a large sense, to look al and to
try to ensure that the inequities
and injustices that were perpe-
trated over in Decatur do not
happen anyplace else in the state
of Illinois.* Trotter said

Still, state Rep. Mary
ers, D-Chicago, and sever:
ers focused on Decatur. ‘Ils ﬂbvk
ous that (the school board) made

e l-‘l:m—

seen from Jesse Jackson for
almost two weeks now

Hale came to the Macon-Piatt
Regional Office of Education in
hopes of confronting Jackson, but
to no avail. Jackson avoided him.

“I don’t know him — wouldn't
recognize him if 1 saw him,”
Jackson said

Pastor John Hilberling of Real
Life Assembly of God, whicl
Dear the education olfice, said he
ame along with guest evange-
ists of the church fo pray in sup-

unity in our communi
“We want to see this attention
end. We want to see the best out-
come for the boys involved and
the best outcome for the commu-
nity as well.”

Also on Thursday, Jackson met
for nearly two hours with Decatur
Mayor Terry Howley, City Manag-
r Steve Garman and Assistant
City Manager Rolanda Johnson
at the Hawthorn Suites Hotel

Howley refused to comment
after the meeting and said Jack-
son would be making a statement.
He did say, b that the
meeting was called by Jackson

Before i into the car with
the other ey “Hticials, Garman
said, “We enjoyed our meeting
with Rev. Jackson very much.”

Jackson said he asked for lhe
meeting because t}

exposed “real challeng ur
Decatur and “wounds that must
be healed

“We're interested in reconcilia
tion beyond this c son
said. Thursday evening, a capaci-
ty erowd at the Antioch Mission-
ary Baptist Church South prayed
for the people of Decatur, the
school board, the expelled stu-
dents and Jackson. At the end of
the hour-long prayer service,
hugs, handshakes and smiles
filled the church.

Wayne Dunning, as as-
{or ai the church said § fet bk
the people in the church took a
deep breath, let it out and started
to feel be

a mistake. They own up to the

fact that they made a mistake by
rescinding from two years
year. But what is more obvious is
that they did not do all of the
things that they should have done
as far as putting the kids in an
alternative school when they did
suspe "

The Black Caucus includes the
26 black and Latino members of
the House and Senate. Mi‘mbl‘n
said they did not invite ai
their white colleagues to pamcl
pate in Thursday’s event, but they
also said the issue and their con-
cerns are not racial

State Rep. Harold Murphy, D
Markham, said it is appropriate
for the Black Caucus fo get
involved. “It's not a city, village

represent the state of Tllinois, we
have to become involved in this
situation.”

State Rep. Bill Mitchell, R-
Forsyth, said members of the
caucus did not consult him. 1
don’t go to the city of Chicago
and try (o run their local schools.
And I don't feel they are qualified
to come to Decatur whlu schools
and tell us how to run
achools, and 1 rather reseat thal,”
Mitchell said.

— Saftwrter Jonn C. Pattorson
ibuted 1o this story.

“Instead of concentrating on
the negative, we should all accen-
tuate the Ve can all find
alot of ;mmve  solutions within

" a smiling Dunning said after
the service

Maore than 20 local ministers
sat at the front of the church dur-
ing the service while members of
the crowd bowed their heads in
prayer.

“We need to bring peace to our
city,” Twyla Eubanks said after
the service. “As my pastor once
told me, don't pray for something
you don't believe in because it
probably won't happen.”

Hale and three supporters dis-
tributed leaflets early Thursday
2 ower ar\d succeed-
a few supporters,
whom they acknowledged with
stiff-armed, “white power”
salutes

One of them was Mark Rey-
nolds of Decatur, who was arrest
ed last week for obstructing a
police officer during a Jackson-
led rally.

'm not here to be like the
KKK and the Aryan Nation,”
m-, nolds said, “but it's time for
the white man to stand up for
rights.”

For every motorist who honked
in support of World Church mem-
bers, there was a passer-by who
shouted or gestured abscenely.
Most of the people near Eisen-
hower simply igno m

“I think it's erazy,” said Kevin
Brown, an Eisenhower student

And when Reynolds shouted to
student Heather Neff, asking her
to attend Sunday’s rally, Neff shot
back that she was a Jackson sup-
porter.

“I think they need to leave and
quit bugging Jesse Jackson
because he’s trying to support the
kids to get them back in school,”

sai

The absence rate at Eisenhow-
er was 12 percent Thursday, with
118 students not showin
higher than Wednesda
10 percent. At MacArthur, which
s been the site for other rallies

Heraia & Review/Dennis Mages
ttorney Lewis Myers Jr.
in court later that day

by Rainbow/PUSH this week
’I'hurﬁdm s absence rate was still
of the three high

i v percent. Stephen
Decatur’s rate was 9.3 percent.

No threais were exc
between World Church members
and pass: though Jay Dee
‘was one 0( Enur men who con-
fronted Hale and his f
challenge their beliefs

“The reason why they’re scared
of blacks is for the simple fact
that they've never gotien to know
them,” Dee said. “That's why
there's been a separation (among,
the races).

Carolyn Wagner, executive
director for Decatur Not In Our

one in the community
attending Hale's rally or lending
him suppor

‘Wagner has called a news con
ference for 3:15 p.m. today at the
Decatur Civic Center to address
this issue at greater length

During Thursday’s hearing in
circuit court, Chicago attorney
Lewis Myers Jr. attempted to put
Jackson an the stand to testify,
but Patton said he would make
his ruling on the school distrct's
emergency request for the tempo
r«n m«r:umng e Boml o

ot ilings anel arguments from
mums for both sides.

ers attempted to argue the
m,um-u.m is an attack on Jack
irst Amendment right of
Trosdom f speech; Nicholas
countered, saying the suit is an
effort to ensure Decatur high
schools are no longer disrupted
by public demonstrations on
school property.

As Jackson talked to a smaller
contingent of reporters and televi-
sion cameras after the short
hearing, he appeared tired and
kept his remarks short.

*(Superintendent Kenneth
Arndt said the schools we
threatened by white w;}nmaush
last week, and that’s w
closed the schools. Yet, they have
not sought a restraining order
against them,” Jackson said.

Madigan rejects request for Decatur hearing

Denouncing ‘zero tolerance,’
lawmakers offer own ideas

By JOHN C. PATTERSON
and ANTHONY MAN

HAR Springfeld Bureas Wrilers

SPRINGFIELD — Sixteen
members of the Legislative Black
Caucus attended a news confer-
ence Thursday to call on changes
to state law because of what they
perceive to be inequities in
Decatur’s handling of student
ons

Several said they were con-

ut schools’ application

of the s-called -2ero tolerance™
policy tow

State n.w Constance A.
Howard, D-Chicago, said zero tol-
erance is applied in a way that
works against black students.

“From all the data that we've
Iooked t, it does appear that
African-American students are
more likely to receive harsher

nalties. than non-African-Amer-
ican students,” Howard said. “I'm
gure tha a ot of his is duc o the
lack of sensitivity by school
administrators and schnnl
boards.”

Added state Rep. Monique D
Davis, D-Chicago: “Those arot
the

Zero tolerance is an enginoering
term. Engineers say they will
have zero tolerance or wiggle
room for tools that they're mak
ing or things that they re build
ing. Children are not tools.
gle room means you allow no
movement. If you have zero toler-
ance then you must decide what
it is you will not tolerate and
uh:l Is the the p!lull) if you do. Is it
you don't tolerate?
7 wlml i penalty for gum
chewing? ... It's arbitrary.”

State Sen. Miguel del Valle, D-
Chicago, agreed. “Zero tolerance
has become zero common sense.
that point and

And we've reac]
it's got to
'I'hg: cmxm}‘lhe Black Caucus
argument focuses on three points:
idatised discipline of stu-
nts, requiring alternative
schoaling for expelled students,

E. Trotter,
lation to n:hlm these points was
being ind would be intro-
ducsd daring the e sesson,
which is down to t!

‘Tootier In chairman of the Leg-
islative Black Caucus.

Fostering
a sense of

community

Author: Family rituals,
role models provide
stable foundation for kids.

By VALERIE WELLS
HAR Stad Witer
G DECATUR __ When Paul
Seiz was a child, his family ate
dinner together most nights —
all four of them, sitting around
the table, sharing their day.
“Since I left for college, my
tamily has had some confli
said Seiz, 19, 4 freshman at
Millikin University. "B that
will carry over. There
for my family,since if we did it
right once, it can go right
ain.”

Seiz is an example of how a
firm foundation of ritual and
stability can give a child the
ability to look outward, to
ize he or she is part of a com-
‘munity, said Sharon Daloz
Parks, co-authar of “Comman
Fire: Lives of Commitment in
a Complex World*

Parks \l-ﬂrd M H\NH on

irsda; ak

;, re m ng and
research class.

In the research she nd her
colleagues at Harvard (
sity did, said Parke. now 3
ciate directo
Institute in Cli

characteristics shared
munity-minded peop!
culturs

ners and having an influsnt.
adult figure in their lives as
children: a sense of power, the
feeling that “I can make a dif
", and a connection

nther” — that is, the
ability to recognize that com
mon hopes, fears and feelings
ared by all people.

se of
beionging to something larger
We must lear Lo transform
‘us’ and ‘them’ into ‘w

But it's never easy m put the
common good above one's own,

e controversy over the

expulsions of six Decatur high
school students is an example
of that, she said

“We're having the dialogue
of the commons and it's full of
tension and pain,” she said
“We have justice, t
people have aceess to what is
good and nourishing, and at

the ve have the
proty y
for whe anything hap-

pens that is violent or danger-
ous. We're trying to have both
those things and that's what
we're struggling over in this

strong sense of comummaity
Parks said, everyone needs to
not only accept, but identify
with others.

“Where am | encountering
otherness, and how can 1 let it
change me?" she said

It's in society’s best interest
for adults to become involved
with children who need adult
role models, Parks said

“Oftentimes, on a personal
basis, we are able to be th:
aunt or grandparent or go
hbor or caring teacher. to
make a difference in a child's
life,” she

Pvt\nplwe adults can spot
signs of trouble and head off
problems early, said Scott
Morton, school social worker
for South Shores and John
Adams sehools in Decatur

Often, when a child doesn't
show interest in his wark o
exhibits disruptive behavior, it
can mean he can’t cope with
school and needs help, Morton
said

“It's ot a sure-fire give-

away,” Morton warned, “but if
the work is too hard, it's easier
to have problems because of
your behavior than because of
the worl

Family and society must

work t er to give children
that stable foundation, Parks
said

“Part of what we need to do
is have more connective
thought in our seciety, where
we see the connections among
things,” she said.

Joanne Mak, 18, a Millikin
freshman from Indiana who
heard Parks' talk, credits her
Chinese heritage for her sense
of community, especially holi-
day celebrations.

“You know it's always going
to be there,” she said. “You can
o somewhere else, mw smxur
er Chinese community
you can celebrate wit lhcm
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