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“You can tell people are here to conquer the issue ... Its really inspiring.

— Annie Welles, 21, Chicago student

EXPULSIONS: Politicians get involved

McGee’s |

proposal

According to information
from the Rainbow/PUSH
Coalition Web site, Decatur
school board members are
considering this proposal
from Glenn W. McGee, super-
intendent of the Illinois State
Board of Education, .snd the
Rev. Jesse Jacks
bow/PUSH leader, Iu get the
expelled Decatur students
back into school. The propos-
al came together last

District 61 will hold the

expulsions in abeyance.
Students are allowed to
enroll in the alternative pro-
grams described below
immediately. Full terms of
the expulsion are put in
effect for any of the individ-
ual students who commit an
offense in the alternative
placement that would result
in a suspension.

The governor’s plan for
placement of students
will take effect on Mon:
day, Nov. 15

Each of the students
will be eligible for
return to District 61

schools on the first day of
the second semester of the
1999-00 school year provided
that each student has main-
tained a high standard of
conduct, attendance, comple-
tion of homework and a C
average in the Alternative
Placement Program and pro-
vided that the Review Panel
(as detailed in point four
below) recommends the re-
enrollment of each individual
student in District 61

Two weeks prior to the

beginning of the second
semester, the State Superin
tendent of Education will
convene a Review Panel to
review the records of each
individual student. The team
will consist of the Deputy
Governor of Education, Dr.
Hazel Loucks, the superin-
tendent of District 61 or his
designee, and two members
10 be named by the State
Superintendent of Education.

view Panel will make

a case-by-case recommenda-
tion to the Board of Educ:
tion for re-enrollment for the
second semester.

Al high schools will
reopen on Nov. 10. Nei-
ther Rev. Jackson nor

members of his team nor the
six students or their parents
shall appear at the school or
on school grounds in an
attempt to re-enroll the stu-
dents or to disturb the open-
ing of school

The State Superinten-

dent will seek support
of the Chair of the House
Elementary and Secondary
Education Committee to con-
vene statewide hearings on
the number of minority stu-
dents who are annually sus.
pended or expelled.

The District 61 Board of
ducation shall review
and clarify its “zero-toler-
ance policy* and establish a
blue ribbon panel comprised
of education experts, clergy
and other community leaders
to review disciplinary deci-
sions and make recommen-
dations for improvement

The District 61 Board of
Education shall estab-
lish a program of peer
counseling to address school
violence and conflict resolu-
tion

The State Superinten-
dent will reconsider
revocation of the criminal
charges.

Parties will seek an
immediate resolution to
the federal lawsuit.
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JOIN US: The Rev. Jesse Jackson, center, motions for onlookers to join the movement Sunday afterncon as they pass along East Grand Avenue. U.S. Rep. Bobby Rush,

D-Chicago, is at left

Continued from A1
il callfor an nvestigation ‘.1
the zero-tolerance policy

the state legislature reconvenes
this week

“We want to know what those
things are that led to this arbi

v ruling. We have a re i
(v to make sure that what hap-
penéd in Decatur doesn’t happen
anywhere else.”

Police estimated that about
2,000 people participated in the
march from the Franklin Street
averpass to Grand Avenue and
westward to MacArthur, where a
rally was held

Rainbow/PUSH members,
including Rick Tomlinson, presi-
dent of the Decatur chapter, car-
ried a banner in the front row. It
read “Save the Dream, and Leave
No Child Behind.” Jackson

i ond row, He was

Rush and just ahead of the
expelled students
oth Decatur police and
Rainbow/PUSH estimated
that Sunday’s crow
bled that of a march on
Nov. 7, which was 1,200 by
olce estimates and 5000
by organizers. More than
half of the participants
er‘ from outside Macon
unty. Twenty-one buses
from the Chicago Area
were parked at the high
school during the rall
A few blocks away, an
estimated 250 people par-
ticipated in a *Stop the
Violence® march orga
nized by Decatur City

kard.
The group, which ware
blue ribbons in support of
the school board, walked -

and white robes with red trim, 10
an members took turns giving
speeches punctuated with yells of
“White Power!” echoed by vocal
crowd members.

Imperial Wizard Jeffrey Berry
railed against Jackson's presence
in Decatur. He derided local
police for allowing the Rain-

H march and the
Dot akon ot s et
ing to the coalition.

The Klan and the Rainbow.
PUSH marchers never came in
contact; however, some partici-
pants at the Jackson-led rally
ware stickers on the backs of
their jackets calling for “Death to
the ch

resence at the
H.unlwwfl‘l 'SH and Klan activi-
ties was evident Sunday after-
noon. Decatur police Cmdr. Rich
Ryan said 151 local, state and fed-

al0 & ReviewrDannia Magee
FRONT AND CENTER: Twelve-year-old Joshua
Wats of Chicago got close to the Rev. Jesse
Jackson when the marchers finally arrived at
MacArthur High School

ask once. They had been watch-
ing the march from a sidewalk to
*witness history

“You can tell'people are here to
conquer the issue,"” said Annie
Weller, 21, a senor from the
C mmu area. “You can tell

® brave, determined and
il | have goowe buiipd
right now. 1i's really uuqnnng

A small group of Progress
Labor Party members wal
among the crowd during the
‘march. Waving red flags, they
called for an end 1o racism.

At the KKK rally, about 50
police officers including Decatur
police, the Tllinois State Police
and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac
co and Firearms stood between
the rol ismen and the
crowd. The Klansmen and crowd
also were separated by two lines
of yellow police tape and about
100 feet.

Only one woman
showed active opposition
to the Klan during the
rally. Nancy Waterman
of Decatur held a sign
saying, “Hey KKK! Open
your small minds before
¥ou open your big
mouths!”

‘Waterman yelled for
the Klansmen to take off
their hnod: Other crowd
yelled obsceni-

ties and threats at her.

Decatur school Super-
intendent Kenneth Arndt
said Sunday that all
schools will be open
today, He said high
school students will have
to present a student iden-
tification card — the
same procedure used last

‘Wednesday — to gain
admission to school this

il

along Eldorado Street
from Martin Luther King Jr.
Drive to 16th Street and back
Numerous other people honked
their horns in support of the
marchers, who included Matthew
Whitson, Who made an unsuccess-
ful run for a city council seat last
November:
Whitson said he admired
Stockard, who is African-Amert
can, for taking a courageous
stand in supporting the school
rd.

as

“I believe the school board has
compromised and compromised.”
Whilson said. “If Re on is
truly a man of God, then he
should put away the rhetoric and
sit down and come Lo an agree-
ment.”

Simultaneausly at Nelson Park,
the American Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan, based in Butler, Ind.,
attracted about 200 people to a
rally at Pavilion No. 1

They protested Jacksan's
involvement in the and
actively recruiled members of the
crowd — some of whom we
Decatur residents. Wearing black

|
i

eral law enforcement officers
worked some part of the security
detail

From about 11:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Macon County sheriff's
deputies handled ail priority
police calls inside Decatur. Non-
priority calls had to wait until
city officers were available after

5pm

During the Rainbow/PUSH
march, hundreds of spectators
were coaxed into ]olmng

In between song:
Chicago teachers hied, "Thls
is not a parad
along the route and
1o join

Patrice Billingsley, who teaches
fine arts at Martha Ruggles Ele-
mentary School, estimated that
they persuaded more than 40
bystanders to walk arm in arm
with the group.

“They basically come right up
and get in," she said. “I think this
is a worthwhile cause, and I think
they should all ved.”

For three Millikin University
students, the teachers only had to

week

“They have to have a valid ID
with a photo on it to get in. If stu-
dents have lost their ID, they can
stand in a very 0 get a
new one or they can stay home,
call their school after 10:30 a.m.
and arrangements will be made
10 get them a new ID,” Arndt
said

No parents, news media or
ather ouside persons vill be
nto the high schoals this
e Lol High school
classes were canceled Nov. § and
9. Jackson said he was going to
bring the cxpelle students back
to school and risk arrest: howey-
er, Arndt said losed schuul
due to threats against the demor-
strators.

A US. Departumept of Justice

ty

representative quiel nhservmg
Sunday's rally sai
tacted both parties aboul

ing the dispute and finalizing the
‘matter with a written agreement.
Jesse Taylor, director of the
department’s community rela-
tions service Midwest region,
said the service was created in

Review/Phi Jacobs

MEANINGFUL MESSAGE: Anita Munson and her son, Brad, 13, waich

The Violence' march on Sunday.

1964 for the -apms purpose in
civil ight jcts.” He would-
o e ackiur’ canrmaaray
mmpms {0 others he's mani
tored.

“I don’t comment on the
ness, the badness, the righicous
ness of it” Taylor said

r% for peace and a coming
logeher of the community were
raised Sunday marning from
many Decatur church pulpits.

Al First Presbyterian Church,
the Rev. Jim Montgomery told
the congreg disregard the
sermon outlined in the weekly
bulletin

“What a tough week this has
been for you and for the eity of
Decatur,* Montgomery said. “I've
had a tough time making sense of
it and hope that you have, too

Decatur school board members
said Sunday the level of commu-
nity support for their stand on the
expulsions continues to be very
high

gl
“One night 1 had 56 messages
¥ telephone answering
machine and we're getting faxes
and calls at the Keil Building.
About 99,99 percent of all thase
people are behind us.” said board
President Jackie Goetter.
Goetter said efforts would be
made today to schedule a special
board meeting to consider the 10-
point proposal offered by Rain-
bow/PUSH and state school

i

the traffic on East Eldorado Street prior 1o Betsy Stockard

ar,
INSTRUMENTAL MARCH: Mi

student Charles Bell D&r‘l:lnale!
in the march.

Superintendent Glenn W, McGee
for settling the conflict

Board member Mike Setina
gaid he will atterd any special
but indicated he

ol litle interest in discussing
lh{' expulsion issue further

has already
compromised.

— Sttt writers Paul Brinkmann, Arvin
Donley, Brad Mudd and Brtt Wicorsor
conributed o this stary
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