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General Assembly stays
in session to break Safe
Neighborhoods deadlock

SPRINGFIELD (AP) — Gov. State's Attorney Joe Birkett.
George H. Ryan floated a compromise Caucuses representi ouse
late Thursday aimed at ending the Republicans and Democrats, as well
Statehouse stalemate over an anti- as Senate Democrats, have basically
crime package bul made i cear fls  A8Teed 1o the cancep, the goversar
fan depeccs o th rectonof Semsle e

ion looking at that bill" he said of the

Under the plan, unlawful possession  2OUME &t THEESEL e said of the
:"f‘l“;":";\’“;‘,:’“nm“'fnﬁ & :;::"3;; ::ip indicated some interest in it that could
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am is over”
struck down the 5-year-old Safe Neigh- Sengte President James “Pate®
borhoods Act

Philip said he was skeptical that the
But, in a new twist, a judge would proposal would even pass the House,
be empowered to order probation 2
instead of prison time for  defendant
with no prior criminal history and Continued on A4

then later expunge the conviction
from the person’s record.

Ryan indicated the proposal was an
outgrowth of a task force chaired by
Attorney General Jim Ryan that
included Cook County State's Attorney
Ric ine and DuPage County

Ryan airs gun compromise
g -

‘Outsiders’ team up
Presidential hopefuls Bill
Bradley and John McCain
partisan lines Thurs-
day to pledge *genuine cam-
paign finance reform."
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Associated Pross
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: lllinois House GOP Leader Lee Daniels
reacts Thursday to the news that the General Assembly will
remain in session as lawmakers continued to find a compro-
mise on the Safe Neighborhoods Act.
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IP completes
sale of Clinton

power plant
to AmerGen

By SUSAN

CLINTON — Clinton nuclear
power station is AmerGen Energy
Cos first plant purel
could be the start of a regional
aperating group, company offi
cials said Thursday.
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ture between PECO Energy Co.
and British Energy, has complet- -
ed the purchase of the nuclear
plant from Tlinois Power Co.,
nlfmlel.s announced during a news
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unity
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Hot shooting

School

Meridian Hi
rolled to an 3
over Maroa-Forsyth in the

Macon County Toumament

Sports | B1 ce Thursday. PhCO has
2 s0lid reputation e ety and
Siieloncyin the United Siaten
Here ar® the winning num- pite some problems during the
bers Thumay in the Ilinois. late 1980s, process took about

six months.
“This is the quickest sale lead-
ing to the quickest mergor n
tory,” said

nois o
the briefing in the Energy and
Environment Center adjacent to
the tion.

Sale of the nuclear plant was a
final step for completing Illino-
va's merger wi

Houston-based national power

Lotto jackpot: $3 million
Big Game jackpot: $23
million

 Today: and natural gas marketing firm.
Cloudy. High Y The merger is expected to close
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| Cars, appliances seem OK for Y2K. | 7520 ey Gect orer
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Number of small exchange
carriers raise concems
about telephone system.

'ATUR — Chances are your
new Ford Mustang won't conk out
at the stroke of midnight on New

Year's Eve. And you probably

won't get e s
the unfortunate event that you're
foreed to bring in the new year on
an elevator.

Cars and elevators are two of
the often-used products that
experts expect are immune to the

Y2K bug, a computer dating
gliteh,

“The factory has been Lcl[mg us
that there will be no pi
cars at all and

that it's not any-
thing to worry
about,” sai
Larry Grischow, ;
who heads Bob
Ridings Lincoln-Mercury-Jeep-
Eagle in Decatur. “The computers
in cars affect things like liming in
the engine where date isn't really
a factor.™

According to local dealers, the

same is true of other car makes
and models.

The Y2K bug comes as a result
of computer designers encoding
equipment to recognize anly the
last two digits of a date. When the
vear 2000 rolls around, noncom-
pliant equipment may read the
year to be 1900,

Experts agree that there are
few systems with computer parts
that are certain o operate prop-
erly, although analysts don't
expect major problems from cars,
elevators, air conditioners and
some heating systems, among

YK
Continued on A4

LONDON (AP) —
first ume. brain scans have
aled hml:hemlr

being over-diagnosed in the
hmlui States, u:pusmg children

eal differences i e with
attention deficit hypmcuvny
disorder, a discovery that could
reduce the number of children
mistakenly dia it
on drug treatment, researchers

say.

The diagnesis of ADHD, usu-
ally made in schoal age chil-
dren, is commos on
R e aa e
experts bellave it is highly sub-
Jective — ially just an
Sucated judg

Some say the condition is

while others argue it is not
treated often enough.

S Earile s ave shown
scans can detect structural dif-
ferences in ADHD sufferers’
brains, as well as abnormalities
in brain activity, and scientists
suspect that defects in genes
Islating to the brain chemical

dopamine probably are
involved

‘The latest study, conducted at
ADHD

Continued on A7
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