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RACIAI. Leaders hope divide can be mended

Continued from A1 T County had not taken a stand on

LA T 1o .. black and white e
communiy” leaders have a Inter Chamber laders said they

Arndt fears the i S anticipated no lingering damage in
its ugly head putisreain  responsibility t0 say  the community from the coniro:
i e D e this issue hasn’t i .8 pi.am Dws R aeecion
said. “There were fights hanged our in downtown's Central Park, mem-
place in the schools. There was chang of dismissed

mlreme racial tension and the
gs gained strength. Decatur at
{5t time did ot went 1o recognize

relationship.”

suggestions that Decatur will
emerge from the expulsions con-
l.rvvers} with a tarnished reputa-
tios

— Phyllis Sands,
&-nl the city was changing.” Decatur City Council member
7ty Conncll mambar 'Snme may perceive the
m'm a*nm"’“‘ﬂ and —— sion issue as a setback for our
maintain ressed no desire to do so. community,” said Tom Swartz,

current issue does not involve
race, consider these facts:

® Arndt and the ma)nnu of the
school board meml ite.
One of two. Mncan -Americans on

On Saturday, a leader in the
African-American community
same thing, but said
long-standing injustice against
blacks is the root of the problem

chairman of the Chamber’s board
of directors.

“We are confident that the cur-
rent dispute will be resolved,” he
said. “We will not divert our efforts

the seven-member board at the Jeanelle Norman, president of s
time of the incident did not vote o0 the Decatur Branch of the NAACE, o ;?'ng“"a‘cﬁf“““‘:,"’ﬁ:'n' ki
expulsions and the other voted  said if the dispute is not resolved the quality of life in Dec o ®
against them goon racal ivision cousl becore Svart e the Camber -
8 The seven expelled students  further aggravated. parts the school board in

are African-American

® The vast majority of the
marchers on Nov. 7 were African-
American.

@ With very few exceptions.
local African-Americans who have
gone on the record are against the
school board's dﬁclslon while
many whites have sup

Mark Allen, Beid decior wih
the national office of
Rainbow/PUSH, disputes claims
ll\&l this is a racial issue.

‘Our press releases from the
very beginning have said that Rev
Jackson is appealing on behalf of
expalled student,” bé said. ning

“There are underlying issues
that have come to the forefront,”
Norman said. “Blacks are tired of
going o the sire ond being fol-
Towed aro if they're going to
steal wmeuumi

E at a breakfast confer.
ence at the Unitarian Universal
Fellowship of Decatur, 3773 N
MacArthur Road, Norman said the
expulsions debate has ignited dor-
mant racial frustraton for the

s African-American residents.
he criicized ciy officials and
“the lily-white Chamber of Com
merce* for taking sides in the dis-
pute between the school board and

expulsions matter and wplams it
for providing good education and
saf he said the orga-
nization recognizes the constitu-
tional rights of those who plan to
march today and shares the
marchers' desire for good, safe
school

“The community is working very
hard to contimumanty {mprovs the
quality of life,” he said. “High-

that improvement. The Chamber
of Commerce does and will contin-

ue to play a key role in moving this
IllI[Iall\’E forward *

Herald & Review/ Dennis Magee

MAKING THEIR STAND: Decatur business leaders were on hand Saturday afternoon when the Chamber of
Commerce for Decatur and Macon County held a news canference in Central Park. A spokesman for
the organization ‘is committed 1o supporting the Decatur school board in its efforts to make sure all
students receive a quality education”

about it and they want it to turn
m.r\ %good as possible for every-

b 1 obyiously needs to be talked
about. You can't bury something
like this under the rug.

‘Sarxis said she was hopeful
there is no long-term racial split.

T doon il

messages, e-mails and interview
requests this past week, Arnd said
be granted anly thres rterviews
Thursday — one to the Herald
& Review by callilar phoess while
he was en route to St. Louis, one to
Education Week magazine and the
other to Ted Koppel and “Night-
line " That is expected to air

were they remember hap-
pened to when they were in
school. Some of the stories were

ing from their hearts. No ot

the organization has not Jesse Jackson's Rainbow/PUSH Other leaders acknowledge a -.my blllnr vabodg c this week. what to do or say, because we all
race of the students a point. “This  Coaition, She specifically referred  divide but are hopeful it can be right now,” Sa Every- knesw they were true. They were
fight has always been about us 1o announcements of suppart for mended once emotions settle bud has to give a mlk bn - Ghosts of the past not. made up.”

chariwngmg a bad public polmy
t's how we cama down

the school board by Decatur City

down. City council memher P’lullb
Sands said it would be th

y
‘With such differing perceptions
of the controversy evident among,

Arndl said he has learned dur-

Arndt describes Decatur as a
microcosm of the country, han

et umgs lack and whila Ieadari gmp the population, the balancing as s five years in Decatur hat,  become a focal point in a huge
eﬂ people back % a love of under- = v S herd the healing process. by schoal officials is all the more rocal tension ha ial process.
tanding " should bo taking o the role of wl lhey lead right they can cun- difficult el “F‘x"‘ e “We're bringing up the hnuzr
Allen said support from whites  mediator, not throwing fuel on the that everybody won Arndt and members of the board 53 first notion of the past hateful issues of the '60s,” he said.
for Jackson on the expulsion issue  fire,"” she said. “People should wmelhmg Snnds said. “And have withdrawn from the public problems in Der-“ur occurredat 3 “They've never been mwlved
is growing, but that 3 has been encourage the two sides to get the  black and white leaders have a eye the past few days — hopingto ~ race relations forum about a year re approaching the end of
ignored by the mi matter resolved.” responsibility to say this issue has-  gel a breather from the events of this century, We need to ask our-
“The Rainbow mmnn isa Norman concluded her speech  n't changed our relationship.” the past two weeks. Board Presi- “There were persons s lhel selves, ‘How do we wish fﬂr 'Jus
whole lot of colors,” he sa with a call for the city o lay out a Sands said a citywide discussion denl Jackie Goetter said the board that we all century to e

‘Armt sai the fsues proviously
on the table seem small now. He
fears that the Pandora’s box of
race has been reopened, even
though the principal players have

JACKSON:
Security
disrupts some
events

Continued from A1
board.

A Ku Klux Klan unit has
announced it will demonstrate
today in a different location from
the Rainbow/PUSH march.

White supremacists have been
an the fringes of this issue from
the start. Matt Hale, leader of the
World Church of the Creator, has
announced he will step up recrui
ment in the Decatur - and
erature from his
appeared on the I:Nms of homes
in several Decatur neighborh
last week.

Macon County Sheriff Roger
Walker said security measures
are being directed by the Decatur
Police Department.

Lt. James Chervinko of
Decatur police said the only
notable update on the marches is
that the Rainbow/PUSH march is
expected to end at MacArthur
High School

Stockard had said her march

bea
spokesman for Jeifrey L. Berry,
national imperial wizard of the
American Knights of the Kﬂ Klux
Klan, said KKK members would
gather between 2 and 4 p.m

today at pavilion No. 1 in Nelson
Fark. ‘e man woul not identify

o fiat report was confirmad
by Decatur Police Sgt. Wayne
Hughes. who said the KKK would

assemble, but not march, and by
Garry Little, director of opera-
tions for the Decatur Park Dis-
trict.

Security concerns have disrupt-
ed some weekend sporting events
AL the Decatur Civie Center, rav-
¢ league hockey games against
Naperville mpaign,

scheduled for Saturday and today,

communitywide strategic plan for
race relations after the expu
digute s selled

Vhile the Chamber of Com-
mxrué for Decatur and Macon

series on the issue would be popu-
lar

mebody arranges that, it
would get a lot of participation,”
Sands said. “People want to talk

<

again the first of this

week to Jook at new

offered by Jackson throug]

stale superintendent of v.th&
ng in a sea

£ talking about ity peo-
ple — black and white — who

up things that they experi-
enced 25 0r 30 years 2o that
caused a deep, deep hurt. These

Associated Press

MAKING A POINT: The Rev. James Meeks talks to some of the Decatur expelled students after ceremonies at Operation PUSH headquarters

in Chicago on Saturday. Left to right are Shawn Honorable, Gregory Howell, Terrence
Meeks and Errol Bond. Meeks said the Decatur school

Jarrett, Roosevelt Fuller, an unidentified person,
board acted unlawfully with its zero tolerance palicy.

PUSH: National field director says board acted with ‘hostility’

Continued from A1
from other locations, including
Detroit, East St. Louis and
Cairo, said Meeks, who is nation
al chairman of the coalition’s
ministers’ division. From the
rally, the Rev. Jesse Jackson will
lead a march to MaeArthur High
School. Buses will leave Decatur
at 9 pm., according to plans.

In addition to Rush and others
who are protesting the Decatur
school board's actions, the seven
students, dressed in suits, joined
Meeks on stage. There were
bursts of music from a guitar,

“We must lift our children up
rather than lock them out of

ucation,” Flowers said. As he
walked out of the room,
tapped his left fist against the
fists of the Decatur students.

Some of those same fists
helped unleash the international
spotlight upon the issues of
expulsions and zero (olerance
policies against violence.

On Sept. 17, a fight broke out
in the stands of a football game
between Eisenhower an
MacArthur high schoals. The
fisticuffs lasted several minutes,
and the game was stopped for

‘week, the school board agreed to
reduce the expulsions to one
year and allow the students to
attend alternative schools

In his talk Saturday, Meeks
warned that indifference about
the situation “is the worst atti-
tude that we could have.” Also he
echoed many of the charges that
have swirled at first locally, then
globally.
The Decatur school board, he
said, acted rashly, wrongly and
unlawfully in invoking a zero tol-
erance policy to mete out the
two-year expulsions. The school
board’s vote on Monday to re-

tern in which blacks receive the
excessive brunt of school and
criminal punishment.

“You are not going to tell me
that it just happens to be a coin-
cidence that these jails are filled
with African-Americans who did
not finish high school,” he said.

Meeks said 90 percent of those
incarcerated have not graduated

from high school, and that
“you're on a slippery track from
out of school to in jail. Some-
body's mnhnﬂ a whule ot of
money on these fail

Using the Cook caunly Jail
population of 10,000 as a bench-

Pespectively, have been canceled, piano and drums, as well as il Soplet e« B s st M SR 0 of 10008 43 8 bench-
et i UM Ve _riwe B e s, arrested; no weapons were used year is (o litle, too late, he reaction there would be if it were
B advised nol to speak in the wake  4nd nobody was seriously added. And, he pledged, Rain-  composed nearly entirely of
"""A,.,-oc e arricmating i o e-imiuaR cRasige rececly injured bow/PUSH will continue to sup-  another ethnic group, such as

gl o hu,,. filed against During the first week of Octo-  port the youths until the school  Jews or peaplc of European or

up Drcllllrcn;uyed sunn;
skies and 75 degrees S urd.'l
with several Central Ilinois cllms

Earlier in a headquarters con-
ference room, Gary Flowers,
national field director for Ram
bow/PUSH, told a group o
business people that the sdlnnl
board acted “heavy-handed,

a priciously and with a certain
ostility toward our
rvvul.l’l -~

ber seven students were expelled
for up to two years. The school
board left open the option to
reinstale the students after one
year, provided they participate
in a program that included tutor-
ing and counseling.

After talks with Rain-
bow/PUSH founder Jackson last

board meets their demands for
reinstatement to school.

“Do we have bad boys or a bad
system?” Meeks asked rhetori-
cally and intermittently through-
out his talk.

At the same time and in boom-
ing voice, M a series
of statistics he says revealjs pat-

Asian heri

After pamnng the situation in
Decatur and throughout Ameri-
can society as racially tinged,
Meeks added in a subdued voice,
“We're not trying to be racists,
but eur kids are in trouble. This
is not black or white. This is
right or wrong " '

10 longer gaore thseriousnens of

ues that have cut across
every Face and every €conomic
class.*
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