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Bombers, Hawks
ready for showdown
The Meridian
Hawks and the
Argenta-Orcana
Bombers meet
mda\ in quarterfinal play.
unbeaten Newton
el to Benton for

eir game, and Tuscola
Tolono Unity

Folk saint

and Americans
still seek healing from faith
healer Jose Fidencio Con-
stantino, “El Nino Fidencio,”
61 years after his death
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Celebrate 2000

City braces for multiple marches

Teachers show
support for board

By TONY REID

DI \TUR — Decatur’s teach-
ers stood squarely behind their

zero l«rlemm‘c for violenc
The ribbvana == symblic ol soy
port for the board — were every

athered in and around
ur for the Macon-Piatt Edu-

professional seminars designed to
improve classroom skills.

But the topic on many minds,
inevitably, vas the furor sur-

Heraid &

Review/Dyanis Magee
TOP ISSUE: Joseph Smith, principal at Washington School, says
educators at Friday's Macon-Piatt Educational Conference were
talking about the current events in the Decatur School District.
Smith said zero-tolerance of violence ‘sends a message that our
schools are Going to be safe, and it sends a message that leachers
can be safe also” story / A3

By PAUL llummn
HAR Siaf Wr =
urmmn The maelstrom of
public attention surrounding
seven students expelled from the
Decatur School District eould
Sunday as

ow/PUSH (‘\x\lllmn
has .-uhued attention of an Indi
ana Ku Klux Klan group.

City officials met for hours on
Friday “to make sure this is a
safe event for anyone involved,”
said Mayor Terry Howley.

“We want Lo reassure all citi-
zens of the city that there will
adequate police protection. We
hope there will be no incidents,”

[LLiNoIS FARM OUTLOOK

State Crops come up feast or famine

CHECKING

John Deere 8100 tractor.

Depending upon location, farms had
cither very good or very bad yields;
officials say crisis is far from over.

I] ml-l-ﬂlll

FlF'FA’I‘Im The ears of corn in Roger
James’ hands told the story of farming in
illinois this year.

One ear was fat and six inches long with
full golden kernels; the other was a puny
four inches, skinny and curved with missing

grown
James in
fields just

apart in
Cumber

land

County.

One field
ot an

N THE FARM

Agricultural Economy inch of

rain in
mid

August while the other had a few tenths of

n inch. It was the most crucial rain of the
yea

“Generally I sell just enough in the fall to
pay bills and get by, James said. “This year
jrill b differeat. I don't Enew how much
longer th "

James knows lI!.Al many arrm-n to the
north of his area had a r He
Sckicrledins €148 b Earan saarginal
fround in iver battoms and chalky sol
he has usually managed to get o nt
crop. This year, some of James' Tl yield

PRICES: Assumption farmer Jim Caftman, right, chats with Slgan's sales manager Mike Orris Thursday, atter looking over a

ed as little as eight or nine bushel
Parm ecancimy expests ind farmers alike
agree that the farm crisis is far from over

‘Although farmers in the northern part of
the state reported record yields. some as
high as 200 bushels per acre, those in South-
ern Hlinois were hit with a wet spring that
forced many to plant as late as June. Wh

he heat of summer came, those young.
rops dried up.

The crisis is still rippling through some
parts of the economy as stray rmers
pinch pennies, in hard hit rural areas, local
governments are trying Lo keep property
taxes at the same level in an effort to pro-
tect farmers further.

Gary Schnitke, economist at University of
Tilinois, said good crops will help some
farmers survive the year because of govern-
ment loans. but low commodity prices. are
still dragging down the industry

ces, you aren't going to
see this situation resolved anytime soon,
Schnitke

y ts have
predicted that prices are not likely to recov-
er soon. This year's corn and soybean crops
are the third biggest on record despite the
spotty drought

According to a study performed by
Schnitke and other economists, the -I\'(‘I‘ﬂg!
farm income in the state is about
this year, well below the 10-year average but
up from last year's figure of $16,746.

Unfortunately, more than half of this
year's ncome is from regular and emer-
gency government aid pi

“Income would only be m 00 'without
government programs. That is not go
enough for farmers to survive without help,”
Schnitke said.

The farm income study also took note of
the line between north and south. Macon
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County is part of the central district for
crop reporting, where farmers’ average
income was $31,984, corn yielded an average
of 162 bushels per acre and soybeans yield-
ed 49 bushels per acre, the highest yields in
the state

But in James® area, the East Southeast
District, farmers are averaging only $17,005
a year, even with government assistance.
Corn and soybean yields are significantly
lower. Further south, income averages drop
into the negatives.

‘The regional difference is being felt by
farm equipment dealers in both areas

Farm equipment sales have lagged all
year throughout the state, but two dealers in
Macon County said sales have picl
since the harvest.

“We are selling more small tractors and
used equipment over the last four Lo six
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Decatur officials say safety is top
priority after KKK plans demonstration
to counter Rainbow/PUSH effort

Howley said. “Everyone has told
us they plan to be peaceful.*

City officials now are preparing
for demonstrations by three
groups — Rainbow/PUSH, the
American Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan and a group of local resi-
dents marching against violene
led by eity council member Betsy
Stockard

Also on Friday, Decatur school
board President Jackie Lroell er
said she forwarded c
Tackson's Ko-polit proposal Wit
school district’s attorney and all
but one of the board members
MARCHES —

Continued on A4

US., UN.
buildings
attacked

in Pakistan
Terrorist bin Laden may
be behind rocket launches

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP)
Hours after U.S. and UN. mis-
sions were Largeted by rocket
attacks, Pakistan's military
leader offered to mediate
between the United States and
Afghanistan's Taliban rulers over
suspected terrorist Osama bin
Laden

Six rockets were fired fro
cars e the U.S. Eipbatey, the
U.N. building, an American cul
tural center and downtown gov-
ernment buildings in Pakistan
capital, injuring six people.

There was no evidence so fa
that bin Laden, who Wmmnmn
says masterminded the deadly
bombings of two U_S. embassies
in Africa last year, was behind
Friday's attack:

Bui Pakistani Interior Ministry
officials said immediate suspi-
cions focused on the Saudi dissi-
dent. The blasts occurred two
days before a U.N. deadline for
the Taliban to turn over bin
Laden for trial or face sanctions.

Gen_ Pervaiz Musharraf, who
seized power in f'.!km.'m a month
ago in a bloodless coup, refused
to pcculzla on who carried out
F acks until an investi-
gatlon la complel

But he said he wants to help
fight terrorism and offered &
mediate with the Taliban over bin
Laden, who has been in hiding in
Afghanistan since 1996,

“If he is involved in terrorism,
ves, surely, I would like to negoti
ate with the Afghan government
as how to resolve the issue,”
Musharraf told The Associated

ally sad that a
needs help .. will
have 10 face sanctions,” he sai
would like to play my role with
Ihl Taliban and see how a com-
promise can be reached.”
are against all forms of
terrorism, especially against the
use of religion for promoting ter-
rorism,” Musharraf said. *Surely
1 will like to contribute toward
curbing terrorism in whatever
form
The United States says bin
Laden runs a network wf Islamic
‘militants calle
living under protection of the Tal
iban, who rule 60 percent of
Afghanistan. 1t believes bin
Laden planned the August 1098
bombings of the U.S. embassies
in Kenya and Tanzania that killed
224 people
A guerrilla who said he con-
ducts weapons training for al-
Qaida warned Friday that a spe-
cial commando unit had been cre-
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