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Thank you, Helena!

10 Straight Years!

Best Auto Loan Officer | Best Customer Service

intrepidcu.org | 406.443.5400 | Federally Insured by NCUA

Voted Helena’s Best Credit Union!
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A huge thank you to our amazing customers and our
incredible team. This award belongs to all of you!

Same Hometown 
Values. 

Same Hometown 
Service

1645 N Montana Ave, Helena, MT | 406-442-2931 | jdautosales.net

Thank You, Helena!Thank You, Helena!
WE’RE HONORED TO BE VOTED

HELENA’S BEST
USED CAR DEALERSHIP 2026

and

Tyler DeBORDE
HELENA’S BEST USED CAR SALESPERSON 2026

BUILT ON TRUST.
DRIVEN BY YOU. USED CAR SALESPERSON

HELENA’S

BEST
2026

A huge thank you to our amazing customers and our

USED CAR DEALERSHIP

HELENA’S

BEST
2026
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	 Congratulations 
to this year’s
Winners & 
Finalists

 Every year for more than 20 years, the Independent 
Record has proudly conducted the “BEST OF HELENA” 
contest as a way to spotlight the best of what our 
community has to offer.  It is an opportunity for you, 
our valued readers, to show support for your favorite 
businesses and individuals that make Helena and our 
surrounding area such a great place to live.  Thank you 
to everyone who nominated and voted!

Each year, we strive to make the contest bigger and 
better, and this year is no exception. We are excited to 
announce that we received over 48,640 nominations 
and over 110,230 individual votes.

We would like to give a special thank you to this year’s 
sponsors, their support has made our contest even 
more robust than in past years.

Best of Helena is an exciting contest we all look 
forward to at the Independent Record.  It allows us to 
work with even more local businesses and help them 
implement creative marketing solutions with print, 
digital and agency marketing services. We appreciate 
the opportunity to work corroboratively with 
businesses and get them the recognition they deserve.

Supplement to the Independent Record, 2222 Washington St., Helena, MT
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WHERE GOOD ENOUGHWHERE GOOD ENOUGH
JUST ISN’T GOOD ENOUGHJUST ISN’T GOOD ENOUGH

A Helena Owned
Business that supports

our Hometown.

VOTED HELENA’S # 1 AUTO BODY SHOP!VOTED HELENA’S # 1 AUTO BODY SHOP!

2809 York Road, Helena, MT • (406) 227-33902809 York Road, Helena, MT • (406) 227-3390
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BEST AUTO BODY SHOP
TOP GUN AUTO BODY

2809 York Road
(406) 227-3390

Finalists
Capital Collision Center
Hjelm’s Body and Paint

BEST AUTO SERVICE/REPAIR
KOLAR TIRE & AUTO

1380 Joslyn St.
(406) 356-0770

3398 Centennial Dr.
(406) 719-1435

755 Shephard Way
(406)719-7610

Finalists
Helena Import Repair

DJ’s Automotive

BEST MOTORCYCLE/ATV DEALER
HELENA CYCLE CENTER

1825 N. Last Chance Gulch
(406) 443-4631

Finalists
Mount Helena Motorsports 

Poet Motorcycles

BEST NEW CAR DEALERSHIP
PLACER SUBARU

1515 Euclid Ave.
(406) 728-3476

Finalists
Helena Toyota

Marthaler Honda of Helena

BEST TIRE SHOP
KOLAR TIRE & AUTO

1380 Joslyn St.
(406) 356-0770

3398 Centennial Dr.
(406) 719-1435

Finalists
Discount Tire

Al Chaffee Tires-Cars Trucks

BEST TOWING COMPANY
KOLAR TIRE & AUTO

1380 Joslyn St.
(406) 356-0770

3398 Centennial Dr.
(406) 719-1435

Finalists
Top Gun Towing and Recovery

Montana City Towing

Automotive 
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COMING SOON!
on Washington St. near Costco

OMING SOON! 
ashington St. near Costco

2245 N Montana Ave

965 E Lyndale Ave

1732 Prospect Ave

Come See UsCome See Us

Thank you Helena,
for letting us know we are your

FAVORITE for 3 YEARS in a ROW!
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CHRIS
WALKER
CHRISCHRISCHRISCHRIS

WALKERWALKERWALKERWALKER

f o r v oo tt ii nn gg

b e s t a t t o r n e y i n H E L E N A

Thank You!

390 Norris Rd | 406-458-5670 | bijouspetresort.com

FOR VOTING US #1!
Helena’s First Choice for Pet Boarding

ONLY THE BEST
FOR YOUR FUR BABIES!

Automotive
BEST USED CAR DEALERSHIP

J & D AUTO SALES
1645 N Montana Ave.

(406) 442-2931

Finalists
Elk Mountain Motorsports

Placer Motors

Customer Service

BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE - 
AUTOMOTIVE

KOLAR TIRE & AUTO
1380 Joslyn St.
(406) 356-0770

3398 Centennial Dr.
(406) 719-1435

Finalists
Top Gun Auto Body

Helena Import Repair

BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE - 
FINANCE & PROFESSIONAL

VALLEY BANK
3030 N Montana Ave.

(406) 495-2400
1900 9th Ave.
(406) 495-2400
321 Fuller Ave.
(406) 495-2400

Finalists
Stockman Bank

Intrepid Credit Union

BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE - HOME 
& COMMERCIAL SERVICES

MONTANA INTERNET
1424 National Ave.

(406) 443-3347

Finalists
Stockman Insurance

Intermountain Heating and A/C

BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE - 
MEDICAL

BENEFIS HELENA 
SPECIALTY CENTER

1645 Vandelay Ave.
(406) 455-5000

Finalists
Montana Eyecare

Balanced Chiropractic
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BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE - 
RESTAURANT

ON BROADWAY
106 E Broadway St.

(406) 443-1929

Finalists
Shellie’s Country Cafe

Marysville House

Customer Service
BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE - 

RETAIL
KARMA KORNER
1801 N Montana Ave.

(406) 475-3018

Finalists
Dee-O-Gee

Capital Sports

BEST APPETIZER
ON BROADWAY
106 E. Broadway St.

(406) 443-1929

Finalists
Windbag Saloon

Silver Star Steak Company

Eating and
 Drinking
BEST ASIAN FOOD

NAGOYA STEAKHOUSE & SUSHI
2790 Washington St.

(406) 594-4667

Finalists
Everest Indian Cuisine - Indian & Nepali

Suki Cafe

BEST BAKERY
VANILLA BEAN BAKERY & CAFE

1324 Gallatin Ave.
406-443-2257

Finalists
Park Avenue Bakery

The Grateful Bread Bakery and Cafe

BEST BAR FOOD
SUDS HUT

2701 N Montana Ave.
(406) 443-7837

Finalists
Windbag Saloon & Grill

Buffalo Wild Wings
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Congratulations Carson Zindell
Voted Best Electrician

gsemt.com | (406) 465-0000

GREEN SOURCE ELECTRICGREEN SOURCE ELECTRIC
a family owned and operated business
in the greater Helena and Townsend area.

• Luxury Homes and Custom Lighting
• Commercial, Industrial and Agriculture
• Upgrades, Remodels & New Construction

Custom Lighting & Electrical Work

Congratulations Carson Zindell

Thank you!
for voting usbest
orthodontist

again!

1720 9th Ave. Helena • (406) 442 1899
helenabraces.comWINNER

BEST BEER SELECTION
(BAR OR RESTAURANT)

LEWIS & CLARK BREWING
1517 Dodge Ave.
(406) 442-5960

Finalists
Missouri River Brewing
Headwaters Crafthouse

BEST BREWERY
LEWIS & CLARK BREWING

1517 Dodge Ave.
(406) 442-5960

Finalists
Missouri River Brewing 

Blackfoot River Brewing Company

BEST BURGER
COPPERLINE

1018 W Custer Ave.
406-422-4074  

1433 11th Ave.
406-513-1070

Finalists
Old Salt

The Big Bull Bar and Grill

BEST CASINO
SUDS HUT

2701 N Montana Ave.
(406) 443-7837

Finalists
Nickels Gaming Parlour

Last Chance Casino

BEST CATERING
HARDWARE CAFE

11 Bankers Ln., Montana City
 (406) 422-0109

Finalists
Chili O’Brien’s

Bad Betty’s BBQ

BEST COFFEE
CITY BREW COFFEE

2245 N Montana Ave.
(406) 422-0404

965 E.Lyndale Ave.
1732 Prospect Ave.

Finalists
She Brews Coffee

1889 Coffee House

Eating & Drinking
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(406) 449-4567 • www.intermountainheating.com

Thanks to our amazing team for
providing top notch services!

THANK YOU Helena and surrounding areas!

BEST DELI
BOB’S VALLEY MARKET

 7507 N Montana Ave.
(406) 458-5140

Finalists
Safeway

Real Food Market & Deli

BEST DESSERT
BIG DIPPER ICE CREAM

 58 N Last Chance Gulch
406) 513-1051

Finalists
Vanilla Bean Bakery & Cafe

Park Avenue Bakery

BEST FOOD TRUCK
EAT GREEKISH

603 N Montana Ave.
(406) 916-8801

Finalists
Mountain Berry Bowls

Cheddars Gourmet Grilled Cheese

BEST MEXICAN FOOD
MELAQUE

1827 Prospect Ave
(406) 443-6564

Finalists
El Vaquero Taqueria

Fiesta Mexicana

BEST MICROBREW
MINER’S GOLD - 

LEWIS & CLARK BREWING
1517 Dodge Ave.
(406) 442-5960

Finalists
Mexican Lager - Copper Furrow Brewery
Vanilla Cream Ale - Missouri River Brewing

BEST NACHOS
MELAQUE

1827 Prospect Ave
(406) 443-6564

Finalists
Windbag Saloon & Grill

MacKenzie River Pizza Co.

BEST NEW RESTAURANT
EVEREST INDIAN CUISINE -

INDIAN & NEPALI
1001 Euclid Ave.
(406) 438-3649

Finalists
Jersey Mike’s

The Union

BEST ORGANIC/VEGETARIAN 
FOOD

THE HOPPER
40 N. Last Chance Gulch

(406) 457-5544

Finalists
The Grateful Bread Bakery and Cafe

Real Food Store

BEST OUTDOOR DINING
LAKESIDE ON HAUSER

5295 York Rd.
(406) 227-6076

Finalists
Marysville House

Wassweiler

Eating & Drinking
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Thank you for voting us #1!

Lawn Mowing • Aerating • Sprinkler Services • Snow Plowing

firstchoicelawnsnow.com

BEST PIZZA
VIGILANTE PIZZA

1525 Dodge Ave., Helena
(406) 204-0506

704 E. Main, East Helena
(406) 502-1077

Finalists
Bullman’s Pizza

MacKenzie River Pizza Co.

BEST PLACE FOR HAPPY HOUR
SILVER STAR STEAK COMPANY

833 Great Northern Boulevard
(406) 495-0677

Finalists
Windbag Saloon & Grill

On Broadway

BEST PLACE TO ENJOY A COCKTAIL
ON BROADWAY
106 E. Broadway St.

(406) 443-1929

Finalists
Silver Star Steak Company

Windbag Saloon & Grill

BEST PLACE TO GET BREAKFAST
RISE N SHINE CAFE

630 N Montana Ave.
(406) 449-6666

Finalists
Hardware Cafe

Shellie’s Country Cafe

BEST PLACE TO GET DINNER
ON BROADWAY
106 E. Broadway St.

(406) 443-1929

Finalists
Marysville House

Suds Hut

BEST PLACE TO GET LUNCH
STAGGERING OX

400 Euclid Ave.
(406) 443-1729

Finalists
The Hopper

The Brewhouse

BEST RESTAURANT
ON BROADWAY
106 E. Broadway St.

(406) 443-1929

Finalists
Marysville House

Lucca’s

BEST SALAD
ON BROADWAY
106 E. Broadway St.

(406) 443-1929

Finalists
MacKenzie River Pizza

Dinners Done Right

BEST SANDWICH SHOP
STAGGERING OX

400 Euclid Ave.
(406) 443-1729

Finalists
Steffano’s

Cheddars Gourmet Grilled Cheese

BEST SEAFOOD
NAGOYA STEAKHOUSE & SUSHI

2790 Washington St.
(406) 594-4667

Finalists
Marysville House

On Broadway

Eating & Drinking



Eating and
 Drinking
BEST SPORTS BAR

BUFFALO WILD WINGS
3190 N Sanders St.

(406) 495-9464

Finalists
Papa Ray’s

Motherlode Sports Bar, Restaurant & Casino

BEST STEAK
MARYSVILLE HOUSE
153 Main St., Marysville

(406) 443-6677

Finalists
Chubby’s

Silver Star Steak Company

BEST SUSHI
NAGOYA 

STEAKHOUSE & SUSHI
 2790 Washington St.

(406) 594-4667

Finalists
Suki Cafe

Hokkaido Ramen & Sushi Bar

BEST WAITSTAFF
ON BROADWAY
106 E. Broadway St.

(406) 443-1929

Finalists
Marysville House

Shellie’s Country Cafe

BEST WINE SELECTION
(BAR OR RESTAURANT)

THE HAWTHORN
46 N. Last Chance Gulch

(406) 208-0111

Finalists
Marysville House

On Broadway
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THANK YOU!
FORMAKINGUS #1 FOR

3YEARS RUNNING!
Two convenient locations:

1375 N Last Chance Gulch • 3120McHugh Ln

406-442-1758 • storagehelena.com
1827 Prospect Ave. Helena, MT • (406) 422-1695

THANK YOU
HELENA!

Come in and try our delicious food and
see why we are #1!

OU
HELENA!

Come in and try our delicious food and 

HELENA!

Find us on

#1Best
Mexican
Food

YOU VOTED US:
88T HT H YEAR
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AtEvergreenHome Loans™, wepride
ourselvesondelivering every loanOnTime
andAsPromised®,while creating a“WOW”
experience that trulymakes adifference for
our customers. I’mhonored tobevoted
#1 inHelena.

Kendra Kessler
Associate LoanOfficer
NMLS1854912
C 406.465.2088
kkessler@evergreenhomeloans.com

©2026EvergreenMoneysourceMortgageCompany®dbaEvergreenHomeLoansNMLS ID3182.15405SE37thStreet,
Suite200Bellevue,WA98006EqualHousingLender.Trade/servicemarksare thepropertyofEvergreenHomeLoans.All
rights reserved. AZ Mortgage Banker License #0910074; CA Licensed by the DFPI under the CRMLA #4130291; NV
MortgageCompanyLicense4837;NJLicensedbytheN.J.DepartmentofBankingand Insurance.EvergreenHomeLoans
doesnot representHUDorFHAand the informationprovidedherewasnot authored, approved, or endorsedbyHUDor
FHA. For individual andcompany license information visitwww.nmlsconsumeraccess.org.

BESTOFHELENA
20 2 6

Independent Record

Thank You
Helena!

T E A M K E S S L E R

Thank you
Helena for

selecting us as
Best Land

Surveying Firm
in Helena.

Every survey tells a story. Let us
tell yours.

The Detectives of the Land.

BEST BARBER SHOP
THE MAN CAVE BARBERSHOP

1205 Butte Ave.
(406) 594-7072

Finalists
Capital Hill Barber Shop

Black Eye Legrand Barber Shop

BEST CANNABIS PROVIDER
WHITE PINE MONTANA

1018 Custer Ave., STE #5
(406) 461-3518

Finalists
Bloom

Apogee Gardens

BEST CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE
BALANCED CHIROPRACTIC & 

REHAB
780 Lola St.

(406) 449-2501

Finalists
Town Center Chiropractic

Align Chiropractic

BEST DERMATOLOGY PRACTICE
ADVANCED PRACTICE 

DERMATOLOGY
920 Front St.

(406) 820-3376

Finalists
Associated Dermatology & 

Skin Cancer Clinic of Helena
Lotus Laser & Skin Solutions

BEST FITNESS CENTER
THE REVIVAL: SPIN & BARRE

633 N Montana Ave., Unit A
(406) 201-7042

Finalists
Capital City Health Club

Midtown Fitness

BEST HAIR SALON
MAGNOLIA HAIR SALON & 

BEAUTY SUITES
7534 Roughsawn Dr.

(406) 438-5710

Finalists
Sadorable Salon

Platinum

Health & Beauty
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sierrahomesmt.com | 406.449.3301
THANK YOU HELENA, FOR VOTING US THE 2026 BEST CONSTRUCTION COMPANY!

BEST MASSAGE/SPA
MARIPOSA MASSAGE & 

HEALING CENTER
301 Saddle Dr., Ste. F

(406) 465-9679

Finalists
Her Alibi Salon

Revitalizing Health

BEST NAIL SALON
BEAUTY FROM ASHES

1325 Euclid Ave.
(406) 916-8645

Finalists
Country Beauty
Paradise Nails

BEST OPTOMETRIST CLINIC
MONTANA EYECARE

550 N. Montana Ave.
(406) 443-2121

Finalists
Helena Vision Center

Costco Optical

BEST PHYSICAL THERAPY CLINIC
ADVOCATE PHYSICAL THERAPY

3051 Cabernet Dr., Suite #3
(406) 282-1030

Finalists
Peak Physical Therapy

Heuiser Physical Therapy

BEST SKIN CARE
THE AESTHETIC CO.

900 N Montana Ave.
(406) 396-7083

Finalists
Advanced Practice Dermatology, LLC

Associated Dermatology & 
Skin Cancer Clinic

BEST TANNING SALON
SHIMMER WEST

648 N Jackson St.
(406) 920-1952

Finalists
The Tannery
The Sun Spot

Health & Beauty
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HelenaHelena
Thah na kn Youo

Custom Design Jewelry Repair Gold Buy

Call or text to
experience Helena’s

best!
406.272.3000

Health &
Beauty

BEST TATTOO/PIERCING STUDIO
DIVINE PIERCING & BODY ART

 509 N Sanders St.
(406) 916-1195

Finalists
Tattoo Sindicate

Velvet Rose

BEST WELLNESS CLINIC
ADVANCED PRACTICE 

DERMATOLOGY
920 Front St.

(406) 820-3376

Finalists
Balanced Chiropractic & RehabThe Aes

Local
BEST CHURCH
ECHO CHURCH
2210 Dodge Ave.
(406) 442-6851

Finalists
Buffalo Church 

Cathedral of St. Helena

BEST CHURCH CHOIR
CATHEDRAL OF ST. HELENA

530 N Ewing St.
(406) 442-5825

Finalists
Echo Church

Buffalo Church

BEST DATE NIGHT LOCATION
ON BROADWAY
106 E. Broadway St.

(406) 443-1929

Finalists
Wassweiler

Lucca’s

BEST EVENT VENUE
THE KLEFFNER

 305 Mt. Hwy 518, East Helena
(406) 439-9466

Finalists
Helena Civic Center

The Myrna Loy

BEST FESTIVAL OR EVENT
HELENA FARMER’S MARKET

Fuller Ave.
(406) 437-1855

Finalists
Symphony Under The Stars
Let Freedom Ring Concert



BEST HOTEL/LODGING
BEST WESTERN PREMIER 

HELENA GREAT NORTHERN 
HOTEL

835 Great Northern Blvd.
(406) 457-5531

Finalists
Creekside Hideaway-Hobbit House

Home2 Suites by Hilton

BEST LOCAL BAND
INSUFFICIENT FUNDS BAND

Website: ABOUT | nsfband

Finalists
Ten Years Gone

Dan Henry

BEST LOCAL BUSINESS
KOLAR TIRE & AUTO

1380 Joslyn St.
(406) 356-0770

3398 Centennial Dr.
(406) 719-1435

Finalists
Montana Book Company

Stockman Bank

BEST MUSEUM & TOURS
MONTANA HERITAGE CENTER

MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
225 Roberts St.
(406) 444-2694

Finalists
Last Chance Tour Train
Montana Wild - FWP

BEST PLACE FOR LIVE MUSIC
LEWIS & CLARK TAP ROOM

1517 Dodge Ave.
(406) 442-5960

Finalists
Lakeside on Hauser
Helena Civic Center

BEST PLACE TO GET MARRIED
THE KLEFFNER

305 Mt. Hwy 518, East Helena
(406) 439-9466

Finalists
Historic Marysville General Store

U Diamond Barn

BEST OF HELENA 2026 												                    Saturday, May 9, 2026 | PAGE 17

Local

BUILT FOR MONTANA: PROUDLY SERVING
Helena • East Helena • Clancy • Montana City • Jefferson City • Boulder
Lewis and Clark County • Surrounding Montana Communities

7219 Applegate Dr. • (406) 431-9482 • snkexcavating.com

THANKYOU!
Best Contractor
Shamus Peters
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Local
BEST PLACE TO WORK
KOLAR TIRE & AUTO

1380 Joslyn St.
(406) 356-0770

3398 Centennial Dr.
(406) 719-1435

Finalists
Stockman Bank

St. Peter’s Health

BEST SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
TOUCHMARK ON 
SADDLE DRIVE

915 Saddle Dr.
(406) 449-4900

Finalists
Helena Pointe Senior Living

Renaissance Senior Care

Medical 
Professional

BEST ACUPUNCTURIST
MIRANDA FREAR

HELENA ACUPUNCTURE
423 N Last Chance Gulch

(406) 594-1102

Finalists
Dr. Ashley Drollinger, D.Ac., L.Ac. -

 Primrose
Deidre Smith -

Arcadia Acupuncture Clinic

BEST CHIROPRACTOR

DR. RON HENZE - BALANCED 
CHIROPRACTIC & REHAB

780 Lola St.
(406) 449-2501

Finalists
Dr. Brandon Blank - 

Balanced Chiropractic & Rehab
Dr. Austin Blank - 

Balanced Chiropractic & Rehab

BEST DENTIST
DR. MARI KIESLING - PRICKLY 
PEAR PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

3228 Colonial Dr.
(406) 417-3456

Finalists
Dr. Kevin L. Rencher, DDS - 

Pediatric Dentistry & Orthodontics
Dr. Kevin Miller - Miller Family Dentistry
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BEST Place to Get Breakfast
BEST Chef: DaveMarshall

Open 7 Days
aweek!

6:30am – 2:30pm
630 N. Montana Ave., Helena

406-449-6666
RiseAndShineCafeMT.com
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Congratulations St. Peter’s
Health caregivers for your
well-deserved recognition
from our community as
Best of Helena!

Thank you to these individuals,
and all our staff, for your
unwavering dedication to our
community. We honor your
commitment to provide the type of
care that makes you Helena’s best.

COMPASSIONATE CARE, DELIVERED BY EXCEPTIONAL PEOPLEEXCEPTIONAL PEOPLE

Melissa
Zimmerman, FNP

BEST NURSE
PRACTITIONER

Ryan
Murray, CCTP

BEST FIRST
RESPONDER

BEST
PHYSICIAN

BEST
NURSE

Ashley
Brown, BSN, RN

Dr. Andy
Coil

Dr. Hallie
Tipton

Cody
Auck, RN

BEST
SURGEON

Dr. Emily
Bubbers

Dr. Calvin
Schlepp

BEST
PLACE TO WORK

St. Peter’s Health

BEST
PRESCHOOL/DAYCARE

Pete’s Place Early Childhood
Education Center

Dr. Kerry
Hale
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Thank You for Voting Us Your #1 Furniture Store

1010 DEARBORN • HELENA • 442-7234
HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9:30 - 5:30 / Sat. 9:30 - 4:00

www.ruckersfurniture.net

BEST NURSE
HEIDI DRINNIN, RN -

HEADWATERS HOSPICE
2625 Winne Ave., A1

(406) 946-5410

Finalists
Ashley Brown, RN - St. Peter’s Health

Cody Auck, RN - St. Peter’s Health - ER

BEST NURSE PRACTITIONER
MEGAN GITTINGS - ADVANCED 

PRACTICE DERMATOLOGY
920 Front St.

(406) 820-3376

Finalists
Mary Middagh, FNP -

Benefis Helena Gastroenterology
Melissa Zimmerman - 

St. Peter’s Health Medical Group

BEST OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST
CHARLA BANKS - ROOTS REHAB

 1 Valley View Dr., Montana City
(406) 439-6937

Finalists
Christel Harrison, OT, CHT - 
Advocate Physical Therapy

Lauren Henry - 
Benefis Helena Home Health

BEST OPTOMETRIST
DR. ROB SIMONS -

MONTANA EYE CARE
550 N Montana Ave.

(406) 443-2121

Finalists
Danni Griffith - Costco Optical

Dr. Bill Hasquet - Montana Eyecare

BEST ORTHODONTIST
DR. KYLE JACKSON - 

JACKSON ORTHODONTICS
1720 9th Ave., Suite B

(406) 442-1899

Finalists
Dr. Cory Wood - Helena Orthodontics

Dr. Jeffrey Foster - Helena Orthodontics

BEST PEDIATRICIAN
DR. CAITLYN GALLAGHER -
PARTNERS IN PEDIATRICS

2525 Broadway, Suite 201
(406) 447-2885

Finalists
Dr. Erin Greene - Helena Pediatric
Dr. Callie Riggin - Helena Pediatric

BEST PHYSICAL THERAPIST
JESSICA HENDRICKS, PT, DPT 
BALANCED CHIROPRACTIC 

& REHAB
780 Lola St.

(406) 449-2501

Finalists
Dakota Amy -

 OrthoRehab Physical Therapy
Dallas VanLuchene -

DPT Advocate Physical Therapy

BEST PHYSICIAN
DR. KASSIE FRITH - 

HELENA OBGYN
2560 Tracy Dr.
(406) 442-1914

Finalists
Dr. Andy Coil - St. Peter’s Health ER
Dr. Hallie Tipton - St. Peter’s Health

BEST SURGEON
DR. EMILY BUBBERS
ST. PETER’S HEALTH

2475 E. Broadway
(406) 457-4180

Finalists
Dr. Calvin Schlepp - St. Peter’s Health
Dr. Kerry Hale, MD - St. Peter’s Health

Medical Professional
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BEST ACCOUNTANT
RACHEL MAJERES -

ACCOUNTING & TAX SPECIALISTS
3345 Colton Dr., A

(406) 449-2065

Finalists
Cindy Williams, CPA

Katelyn Champion - Rudd and Co

BEST ARTIST
JAMI DAEHN - 

TATTOO SINDICATE
 639 Helena Ave.
(406) 422-0747

Finalists
Jamie Crichton - Velvet Rose

Haley Gowen - HGowen Custom Art

BEST ATTORNEY
CHRIS WALKER -

SILVERMAN LAW OFFICE
2620 Colonial Dr.
(406) 449-4829

Finalists
Tara Harris - Harris Law Office

Keif Storrar - Doubek, Pyfer, and Storrar

BEST AUTO LOAN OFFICER
COLLIN DAY - VALLEY BANK

3030 N Montana Ave.
(406) 495-2400

Finalists
Colin Smith - Intrepid Credit Union

Michelle Clayton -
Rocky Mountain Credit Union

BEST BARBER
SECY SERVERA -

 BLACK EYE LEGRAND
2210 N Cooke St., Suite 3

(406) 561-1655

Finalists
Chance Linkenbach - Capital Hill Barber

Nikki Peters - Man Cave Barbershop

BEST BARISTA
TARA HUNSAKER -
SHEBREWS COFFEE

1100 Custer Ave.
(406) 996-1015

Finalists
Chance Herreid - 1889 Coffee House

Kynslee Thompson - Starbucks

People of the Year

I am

GRATEFUL
for your

support Helena!

406-443-0111

B
ES

T Denise Wolf
InsuranceAgent
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Helena’s Best Nurse Works Right Here.
Dignity, empathy, and personalized support aren’t just goals - they are the

standard Heidi Drinnin sets every day. Congratulations, Heidi!

2625 Winne Ave. Helena (406) 946-5410
2055 Harrison Ave. Butte (406) 221-7056

hwhospice.com
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BEST BARTENDER
MATTIE YEDINAK - 

MARYSVILLE HOUSE
153 Main St., Marysville

(406) 443-6677

Finalists
Adam Imhoff - On Broadway

Kody Kottas - York Bar

BEST CAR SALESPERSON
TYLER DEBORDE - 
J & D AUTO SALES
1645 N Montana Ave.

(406) 442-2931

Finalists
Ryan Nettleton - Placer Motors

Ty Grove - Helena Toyota

BEST CHEF
DAVE MARSHALL - 

RISE AND SHINE CAFE
630 N Montana Ave.

(406) 449-6666

Finalists
Josh Coe - Marysville House

Andrew Maynard - On Broadway

BEST CONTRACTOR
SHAMUS PETERS - 
SNK EXCAVATING

7210 Applegate Dr.
(406) 431-9482

Finalists
Dick Anderson -

 Dick Anderson Construction
Chris Marcille - Red Dog Painting

BEST EDUCATOR
KARRI HORNING -

 BRYANT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
1520 Livingston Ave.

(406) 324-1200

Finalists
Sheridan Marr - Bryant Elementary School
Chelle Pyeatt - Clancy Elementary School

BEST ELECTRICIAN
CARSON ZINDELL - 

GREEN SOURCE ELECTRIC
391 Stagecoach Ln., Townsend

(406) 465-9593

Finalists
Chris Bulkley - Bulkley Electric

Troy Brandt - Eagle Electric

People of the Year

VOTED BEST
HOME IMPROVEMENT STORE

Community is everything and home is where it begins

3291 N SANDERS ST, HELENA · (406) 495-9750
LOWES.COM
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We’re honored to be named Helena’s
2026 Best Senior Living Community
by Independent Record readers.

TOUCHMARK ON SADDLE DRIVE
2636468 © Touchmark, LLC, all rights reserved

WINNER

Thank you, Helena!

For more than 45 years, Touchmark has been a place
where older adults can enjoy maintenance-free living,
meaningful connection, and the confidence of support
when it’s needed.

We’re grateful to the residents, families, team members,
and community for making this recognition possible.

Call to schedule a tour:
406-389-8296
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We’ve placed in categories!
BEST Bartender – Mattie Yedinak • BEST Waitstaff • BEST

Outdoor Dining • BEST Chef – Josh Coe • BEST Wine Selection
BEST Seafood • BEST Restaurant • BEST Place to Get Dinner

BEST Customer Service – Restaurant • BEST Server – Lexi Vick

Outdoor Dining •
BES

BES

We’re grateful for your
support and honored to

serve you.

#1#1 Best
Steak

#1#1 Best
Steak

Main St. Marysville, MT • (406) 443 6677 • follow us

BEST ESTHETICIAN
RAEANN HOVELAND -
ADVANCED PRACTICE 

DERMATOLOGY
920 Front St.

(406) 820-3376

Finalists
Amy Johnson -

 Lotus Laser & Skin Solutions
Tessa Kuchtyn -

The Collective: Beauty and Wellness

BEST FIREFIGHTER
OWEN KOEPPEN -

 HELENA FIRE DEPARTMENT
300 Neill Ave.
(406) 447-8472

Finalists
Brandon McClain -

 East Helena Volunteer Fire
Mike Gunderson - Tri Lakes VFD

BEST FIRST RESPONDER
FRANK KOLAR - BAXENDALE

2520 Baxendale Dr.
(406) 442-3067

Finalists
Ryan Murray -

St. Peter’s Health Ambulance
Sarah Diehl - 

St. Peter’s Health Ambulance

BEST HAIRSTYLIST
CHELSEA BABBITT -
 SADORABLE SALON

751 Nicole St.
(406) 461-2958

Finalists
Mary Tripp - Platinum Hair Salon

Ky’Anna Jean Carlson - 
Platinum Hair Salon

BEST INSURANCE AGENT
DENISE WOLF -

 WOLF INSURANCE
1205 Butte Ave., Suite 4

(406) 443-0111

Finalists
Joe Mitchell - State Farm
Jon Miller - State Farm

People of the Year
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People of the Year
BEST LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

SHERIFF LEO DUTTON
L&C COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE

406 Fuller Ave.
(406) 447-8293

Finalists
Andrew Yedinak - 

DCI Human Trafficking Unit
Chris Kirkegaard - East Helena PD

BEST MECHANIC
RYLEY ABLY - 

KOLAR COMMERCIAL
TIRE & AUTO

755 Shephard Way
(406) 719-7610

Finalists
Mike Kleeman - Helena Import Repair

Ken Iwen - Iwen Automotive

BEST MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER
KENDRA KESSLER -

EVERGREEN HOME LOANS
639 Helena Ave.
(406) 465-2088

Finalists
Kristen McLaughlin - Stockman Bank

Jenni Grovom - Opportunity Bank

BEST PHOTOGRAPHER
ALESHA AYERS - PRECIOUS 
MOMENTS PHOTOGRAPHY
1900 N Last Chance Gulch, Ste. 11

(406) 202-1289

Finalists
Autumn Bartruff -

 Autumn Essence Photography
Devan Wieferich - DevRenee Portraits

BEST PLUMBER
AL LOPPIE - A&A PLUMBING

7162 Gunderson
(406) 437-8008

Finalists
Ethan May -

 Rugged Ridge Plumbing and Heating
Kyle Hedden - 

Montana City Plumbing and Heating

BEST REALTOR/BROKER
JUNE TREVOR - 

AUGUSTINE PROPERTIES
3400 Centennial Dr.

(406) 449-6131

Finalists
Heather Lay - Keller Williams

Jay and Anita Sherley - 
Sherley Real Estate

4075 N.Montana•406-442-9737

Play • Explore • LearnPlay • Explore • Learn
Providing high quality child care and education

in a safe and nurturing environment.

LITTLE ANGELLITTLE ANGEL
DAYCAREDAYCARE

& PRESCHOOL& PRESCHOOL

THANK YOU Helena
for voting us

Best Preschool/Daycare

3345 Colton Dr. Ste A3345 Colton Dr. Ste A
(406) 449-2065 • atshelena@gmail.com(406) 449-2065 • atshelena@gmail.com

Thank You
to all our clients for your

continued trust for your tax and
accounting needs.

WINNER
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People of the 
Year

BEST SERVER
SEAN KELLY - ON BROADWAY

106 E. Broadway St.
(406) 443-1929

Finalists
Tanya Olson - Buffalo Wild Wings

Lexi Vick - Marysville House

BEST VETERINARIAN
DR. TRAVIS WILFONG - 

BRIDGER VETERINARY HOSPITAL
3104 Green Meadow Dr.

(406) 443-5874

Finalists
Dr. Amanda McGowan - Animal Center

Dr. Autum Harris - Apex Animal Hospital

Services
BEST ARCHITECTURE FIRM
MOSAIC ARCHITECTURE

317 Cruse Ave., Ste. 201
(406) 449-2013

Finalists
Slate Architecture
A&E + SMA Design 

BEST BANK
VALLEY BANK

3030 N Montana Ave.
(406) 495-2400
1900 9th Ave.
(406) 495-2400
321 Fuller Ave.
(406) 495-2400

Finalists
Stockman Bank

Opportunity Bank of Montana

BEST CARWASH
WOODY’S CAR WASH

1201 Cedar St.
(406) 449-4840

Finalists
Rocky Mountain Car Wash

Rods And Dogs

BEST CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
SIERRA CUSTOM HOMES

3536 Centennial Dr.
(406) 449-3301

Finalists
Dick Anderson Construction
Golden Eagle Construction

ThankYou
for Voting us Helena’s Favorite!

WE DON’T WANT AN ARMWE DON’T WANT AN ARM
AND A LEG JUST YOUR TOWS.AND A LEG JUST YOUR TOWS.

6
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BEST CREDIT UNION
INTREPID CREDIT UNION

915 Kessler St.
(406) 443-5400

1930 Prospect Ave.
(406) 443-5400

3150 N Sanders St.
(406) 443-5400

Finalists
Rocky Mountain Credit Union

Vocal Credit Union

BEST ELECTRONICS/APPLIANCE 
REPAIR

CAPITAL APPLIANCE SERVICES
1320 Aspen St.
(406) 442-6176

Finalists
Peak 406 Appliance Service

Hobart Sales & Service

BEST EMPLOYMENT AGENCY
EXPRESS EMPLOYMENT

 PROFESSIONALS
821 N Last Chance Gulch

(406) 442-7501

Finalists
A2Z Staffing Solutions

Westaff

BEST ENGINEERING FIRM
ROBERT PECCIA & ASSOCIATES

3147 Saddle Dr.
(406) 447-5000

Finalists
Morrison Maerlie

Great West Engineering

BEST HVAC COMPANY
JAK’S HEATING AND AIR

(406) 438-1345

Finalists
Intermountain Plumbing and Heating

3 Brothers Plumbing and Heating

BEST INTERNET PROVIDER
MONTANA INTERNET - 

BIG SKY COUNTRY’S LOCAL 
INTERNET PROVIDER

1424 National Ave.

(406) 443-3347

Finalists
Spectrum
Starlink

CONGRATULATIONS
to the Doctors of Montana Eyecare

550 North Montana Avenue
406-443-2121

frontcare@mteyecare.com • montanaeyecare.com

Dr. Bill Hasquet
Dr. Marcus Kelley
Dr. Rob Simons

Dr. Scott Amestoy
Dr. Kyle Hayter

WINNER

@therevivalhelenahello@therevivalhelena.com

633 N Montana Suite A406.201.7042

thank you helena
best fitness center

Join us in class!

& to all our clients for your continued
support, & the best 1st year we could ask for!

Services
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This recognition means everything to us because it comes
straight from the people we serve every day—our
neighbors, friends and fellow Helenans.

At the heart of it all is FrankKolar, whose leadership has
shaped what KolarTire &Auto stands for. From supporting his
employees like family, going the extra mile for every customer,
or giving back to the community he calls home, Frank has
always believed that taking care of people comes first.

From the shop floor to his service as a volunteer firefighter,
his commitment to Helena shows in everything he does.

From routine maintenance to emergency towing, our team is
committed to delivering honest work, dependable service and
a level of care you can trust. Awards like these remind us why
we do what we do.

To our incredible staff, thank you for showing
up every day with dedication and heart.

To our customers, thank you for your
votes, your loyalty and your trust.

WE ARE PROUD TO SERVE
HELENA!

helenatire.comhelenatire.com
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780 LOLA STREET | (406) 449-2501
balancedchirohelena.com

Thank You for letting our family care
for your family and friends.

FIRST

FAVORITE
Best Chiropractor – Dr. Brandon Blank
Best Chiropractor – Dr.Austin Blank
Best Wellness Clinic
Best Customer Service – Medical

Best Chiropractic Office
Best Chiropractor – Dr. Ron Henze
Best Physical Therapist – Dr. Jessica Hendricks

VOTED #1 CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE FOR 5 YEARS IN A ROW
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HELENA’S FAVORITE
SPORTS BAR!

1428 Cedar St | 406-443-3510 | mtlode.com
Veteran-owned & Operated
1428 Cedar St | 406-443-3510 | mtlode.com
Veteran-owned & Operated

• 16 Big Screens – all major sports!
If you don’t see it, ask your bartender!
• Hot gaming machines, live keno,

friendly servers, big meal portions
• Daily happy hour – $1 off drinks
• Music Bingo night –

2nd and 4th Tuesdays
• Veterans & Seniors always get 10% off!
• Thursdays – Free afternoon coffee chat
for Veterans; starts at 2 pm
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BEST LAND SURVEYING 
COMPANY

TRIPLE R SURVEYING
3400 Centennial Dr.

(406) 227-8844

Finalists
Ries & Associates
J Bar T Engineers

BEST LANDSCARE/SPRINKLER 
COMPANY

NITRO GREEN
1645 A St.

(406) 443-5088

Finalists
Spieker Sprinklers
Silvertip Montana

BEST DOG BOARDING
BIJOU’S PET RESORT

390 Norris Rd.
(406) 458-5670

Finalists
Fur O Six

SkyHi Kennel

BEST DOG GROOMING
DEE-O-GEE HELENA
 2030 Cromwell Dixon Ln.

(406) 708-4923

Finalists
Diggity Dog

Bijou’s Pet Resort 

BEST PRESCHOOL/DAYCARE
DISCOVERY KIDZONE 
LEARNING CENTERS

2024 9th Ave.
(406) 470-7366

Finalists
Little Angel Daycare & Preschool

Pete’s Place Child Care

BEST REAL ESTATE AGENCY
SHERLEY REAL ESTATE

1219 11th Ave.
(406) 285-1325

Finalists
Big Sky Brokers

Uncommon Ground Real Estate

BEST SNOW REMOVAL
FIRST CHOICE LAWN

 & SNOW LLC
(406) 461-3190

Finalists
Grays Lawncare and Snow Removal

Silvertip Montana

BEST STORAGE COMPANY
AAA STORAGE

1375 N Last Chance Gulch
(406) 442-1758

Finalists
Helena Self Storage
American Storage

BEST VETERINARIAN CLINIC
BRIDGER VETERINARY HOSPITAL

3104 Green Meadow Dr.
(406) 443-5874

Finalists
Animal Center

Lighthouse Veterinary Services

Services

The Independent Record is grateful for your
enthusiastic participation in this year’s Best of

Helena. Your nominations and votes shine a spotlight
on the outstanding businesses and individuals who

help our community thrive every day.

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank YouThank You
Helena!Helena!Thank YouThank YouThank You
Helena!Thank YouThank YouThank You
Helena!



Shopping
BEST ART GALLERY

HOLTER MUSEUM OF ART
12 E Lawrence St.

(406) 442-6400

Finalists
Archie Bray Foundation

Ghost Art Gallery

BEST BIKE SHOP
BIG SKY CYCLING

801 N. Last Chance Gulch
(406) 442-4644

Finalists
Great Divide Cycling
Play It Again Sports

BEST BOAT SHOP
MONTANA BOAT CENTER

2531 N. Montana Ave.
(406) 443-6400

Finalists
High Country Boats

Motor Boatin’

BEST CLOTHING STORE
MURDOCH’S RANCH & HOME 

SUPPLY
3050 N Montana Ave.

 (406) 457-1700

Finalists
TJMaxx

FUNKY TRUNK New Liberated Consigned

BEST CONVENIENCE STORE
BOB’S VALLEY MARKET

7507 N. Montana Ave.
(406) 458-5140

Finalists
Maverick

Canyon Ferry Mini Basket

BEST FLOWER SHOP
WEST MONT FLOWERS

3150 Mitchell Ave.
 (406) 447-3123

Finalists
The Floral Cottage

Forget Me Not Flowers

BEST FURNITURE STORE
RUCKER’S FURNITURE

1010 Dearborn
(406) 442-7234

Finalists
Funky Trunk Furniture

Ashley Home Furnishings

BEST GROCERY STORE
WINCO FOODS
2995 N Sanders St.

(406) 389-7119

Finalists
Costco

Super 1 Foods

BEST HOME IMPROVEMENT STORE
LOWES HOME IMPROVEMENT

3291 N Sanders St.
(406) 495-9750

Finalists
Rockhand Ace Hardware

Home Depot
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Thank you Helena for trusting us
for your physical therapy needs.

1302 Prospect Ave.
Helena

6 W Main St.
East Helena

Bridger Veterinary Hospital
We are a mixed veterinary practice excited to

care for your animals.

3104 Green Meadow Dr. Helena
(406) 443-5874

HELLO Helena!
Thank You for Voting us
Best Veterinary Clinic and

Dr. Travis Wilfong Best Veterinarian
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Shopping
BEST JEWELRY

BIG SKY BRILLIANCE
2728 Colonial Dr., Ste. 203-B

(406) 272-3000

Finalists
Eaton Turner Jewelry

Cliff’s Jewelry

BEST MEAT DEPARTMENT
COSTCO

 2195 E Custer Ave.
 (406) 495-7042

Finalists
Old Salt Co-Op
Super 1 Foods

BEST PLACE TO BUY BOOKS
MONTANA BOOK COMPANY

331 N. Last Chance Gulch
 (406) 443-0260

Finalists
Aunt Bonnie’s Book Store

Cornerstone Christian Bookstore

BEST PLACE TO BUY FITNESS 
EQUIPMENT/SPORTING GOODS

PLAY IT AGAIN SPORTS
3215 Dredge Dr.
(406) 422-0655

Finalists
Capital Sports

Better Body Fitness Of Montana, Inc.

BEST PLACE TO BUY PET 
SUPPLIES

DEE-O-GEE
2030 Cromwell Dixon Lane

(406) 708-4923

Finalists
Murdoch’s Ranch & Home Supply

PetSmart

BEST PLACE TO BUY 
UNIQUE GIFTS

WILD CHILD COLLECTIVE
438 N Last Chance Gulch

(406) 558-9891

Finalists
Leslie’s Hallmark

General Mercantile

BEST PLANT NURSERY
HIGH COUNTRY GROWERS

4934 US-12
(406) 442-1164

Finalists
Gardenwerks

Chadwick Nursery

BEST PRODUCE DEPARTMENT
SAFEWAY

611 N Montana Ave.
(406) 443-1598

Finalists
Super 1 Foods
WinCo Foods

BEST RETAIL BEER SELECTION
SUPER 1 FOODS

3120 Queen Anne St.
 (406) 442-2348

Finalists
Town Pump

WinCo Foods

BEST SHOE STORE
FAMOUS FOOTWEAR

3329 N. Montana Ave.
(406) 417-6047

Finalists
The Base Camp
Capital Sports

BEST THRIFT STORE
GOOD SAMARITAN THRIFT STORE

3067 N Montana Ave.
(406) 442-0780

Finalists
The Funky Trunk

Big Sky Thrift Store

kleffnerranch.com • (406) 439-9466kleffnerranch.com • (406) 439-9466

THANK YOU
For Voting The Kleffner

#1 Best Event Venue
#1 Best Place to get Married

fnerranch.com • (406) 439-9466

#1 Best Place to get Married



BEST OF HELENA 2026 												                    Saturday, May 9, 2026 | PAGE 37

Sports & Recreation
BEST DANCE STUDIO

IMAGE DANCING
 2211 Wilder Ave.

(406) 465-6263

Finalists
Allegro Dance

Cohesion Dance

BEST GOLF COURSE
FOX RIDGE GOLF COURSE

 4020 Lake Helena Dr.
(406) 227-8304

Finalists
Bill Roberts Golf Course

Green Meadow Country Club

BEST MARTIAL ARTS STUDIO
CAPITAL CITY KENPO
2800 N Montana Ave., #119

(406) 459-2718

Finalists
Helena ATA

Nakagawa Martial Arts Academy

BEST PLACE FOR KIDS’ 
RECREATION

FLYING GIANT
 3351 Tricia St.
 (406) 458-5867

Finalists
Centennial Park

Gym 406

BEST PLACE TO PLAY POOL
THE VALLEY HUB
4960 N Montana Ave.

(406) 443-1957

Finalists
Miller’s Crossing

Eagles 4040

Thank You Helena!Thank You Helena!

We Set the Standard

3120 Queen Anne St. | Helena
406.442.2348

super1foods.net

Voted as Helena’s Best for:Voted as Helena’s Best for:
• Grocery Store
• Meat Department

• Produce
• Retail Beer Selection

For voting us
Best Place to Buy Unique Gifts

438 North Last Chance Gulch , He lena , MT
www.wi ldch i ldco l lect iveshop .com

OPEN Monday thru Saturday 10-5PM
Sunday 10-4PM

Thank youHelena!
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THANKYOU!THANKYOU!
#1#1FOR VOTING USFOR VOTING US

IN CUSTOMERIN CUSTOMER
SERVICE – RETAIL!SERVICE – RETAIL!

Shops in Helena,
East Helena,
Missoula and
Bozeman.

406-475-3018 | thekarmakorner.com



The Best
Internet Provider.
Customer Service.

It’s all because of you!
Thanks a million!


