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The Kerrville public Utility Board
is celebrating the “public power
Month of Giving”—a monthlong
event in which not-for-profit, com-
munity-owned electric utilities en-
gage in volunteer activities in their
communities. The event was estab-

lished by
the ameri-
can public
power as-
sociation.

appa has
asked the
more than
2,000 pub-

lic power utilities across the coun-
try to participate and join the
celebration of giving during June.

public power utilities are commu-
nity-owned and customer-focused,
and as such, KpUB is actively in-
volved in the community and regu-
larly gives back in a variety of
ways. This month, KpUB has a se-
ries of extra giving activities
planned to help power an even bet-
ter community here.

Slated activities will include:
• Donating box fans to the Salva-

tion army to give relief to commu-
nity members without aC during
the summer heat;

• providing 50 complimentary
home weatherization kits and en-
ergy-saving materials to the Doyle
Community at their Food for Soul
event on Friday, June 11, 12-2
p.m.;

• Hosting a community blood
drive on June 17 to help with criti-

KpUB slates
‘public power
Month of Giving’

See KpUB, page 11

Schreiner University is planning a
grand opening celebration and rib-
bon cutting for the Schreiner Uni-
versity Trailhead including the
highly-anticipated Trailhead Beer
Garden on Jun. 12. 

This will be a full day of family-
friendly fun for the entire commu-
nity, beginning at 11 a.m. and finish
with a live concert on the Bill Muse
Stage at the Trailhead Beer Garden
at 7 p.m. by the Texicana Mamas.

all the events are free and the pub-
lic is encouraged to participate. Free
parking is also provided on campus.
Food trucks will be on-site selling
great food, and beverages will be
sold at the Trailhead Beer Garden.

The City of Kerrville’s recently
completed segment of the Kerrville
river Trail will now access
Schreiner’s campus and everyone is
invited to walk or run the newly-
added Schreiner Campus Trail,
which goes all the way around the
beautiful campus. 

Guests will enjoy all the new
amenities the Schreiner University
Trailhead has to offer. Open games

public invited
to SU Trailhead
Beer Garden
Grand Opening
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THE TEXICANA MAMAS will
perform a free concert at the
grand opening of the Trailhead
Beer Garden on the campus of
Schreiner University.

See SCHreiner, page 11

pam Umstead, a board member
for the Glory Community Garden,
outlined the good news about re-
newed activities at the community
garden last week, and announced a
public event on Saturday, June 12.

“Burgers in the Garden” will be
held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and all

By BONNIE ARNOLD
Staff Writer
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PAM UMSTEAD, above, helped
check the Glory Community
Garden recently on a rainy day;
and showed some of their seed
supply, below, available to regis-
tered gardeners there.

Glory Garden
site of summer
celebration 
Saturday

See GarDen, page 13

it’s an oft-repeated observation in
the Kerrville area that residents like

patronizing area restaurants. There
are some exceptions, but the combi-
nation of the COViD-19 pandemic
and the federal/state unemployment
payments made “doing business”
difficult if not nearly impossible.

in Kerrville, owners and managers
have juggled available staff, adver-
tised they are hiring, changed oper-
ating hours and in some cases locked
their doors for varying time periods.

While the business scene here is
looking more promising lately, there
are still many “help wanted” signs
posted on doors, windows and tall
streetside marquees, flyers handed
out to customers and, in one case,
printed on the sticker used to attach
receipts to the outside of to-go cups.

Unemployment payments
The State of Texas’ Workforce

Commission has long had a system

in place whereby a formerly em-
ployed person could apply for
weekly payments to pay for essen-
tials to live on, while seeking another
job.

That payment – until COViD –
was $300; and each person was re-
quired to document where he or she
searched for work each week, to

Help wanted ... now
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THE BOAT restaurant/bar on Junction Highway, with its riverfront deck, was closed by
the owner recently due to lack of kitchen and other staff; but he plans a “soft re-opening”
soon since a number of former employees are returning. Many local businesses are dis-
playing “Help Wanted” signs, wanting to increase their staffs.

By BONNIE ARNOLD
Staff Writer

COViD’s extra 
unemployment 
benefits ending

See Help, page 15

Deborah Dombeck, of illinois and
now of Kerrville, served on active
duty in the United States Coast
Guard 1978-84 and 1988-91, and in
the USCG reserves in between.

“The Coast Guard opened their
officer and enlisted ranks to women
in the late 1970s,” she said.

in observance of Women Veterans
Day, June 12, she shared her story.

Dombeck said officially, the
Coast Guard was governed under
the U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion (and later Homeland Security).
among their duties are boarding
ships to search for smuggled things
and people, she said.

She attended OCS, and served on
different kinds of ships, doing var-
ied duties. One of her early bosses
asked her what she knew about the
Coast Guard; and she told him
truthfully, “not much.” He said that
was the right answer.

One of her assignments was an

By BONNIE ARNOLD
Staff Writer

Veteran tells
today’s students to
look for open doors

See VeTeran, page 11
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DEBORAH DOMBECK of Kerrville was an eager volunteer enter-
ing the U.S. Coast Guard in the late 1970s; and one duty assign-
ment was on the Cutter (icebreaker) Glacier on a deployment to
Antarctica. She retired as a Commander in 2009.

Female USCG veteran learned from opportunities

as peterson Health continues to
meet the needs of the community,
starting next week they will be offer-
ing opportunities to receive the John-
son & Johnson vaccine.

The vaccines will be administered
at the main hospital, peterson re-
gional Medical Center, 551 Hill
Country Drive, on the following days
between 1-3 p.m.:  

• Thursday, June 10;
• Tuesday, June 15;
• Thursday, June 17;
• Tuesday, June 22.
pre-registration is required. 
To register, call (830) 258-7373, be-

tween the hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday - Friday.  Select Option 2.
registered participants should arrive
at the main entrance and will be di-
rected to prMC’s on-site clinic by the
front door greeters/screeners.  Masks
will be required while in the hospital
building.

Tracy Davis, Vp of population
Health, said, “We are proud to con-
tinue to meet the needs of our com-
munity and look forward to utilizing
the allotment of Johnson & Johnson
vaccines we have received. We real-
ize there are community members
who are interested in this one-dose
vaccine and we are pleased that pe-
terson Health has an ample supply to
administer.”

For more information, call the num-
ber listed above at 258-7373.   

peterson 
offers J&J
vaccine

Upper Guadalupe river author-
ity staff and a group of volunteer
naturalists and gardeners continue
to tackle a long-term project behind
Dietert Center and adjoining the
river Trailhead there.

it is an effort to repair the dis-
turbed area on a steep slope in the
“riparian area” next to the
Guadalupe river.

The group held a workday last
Saturday to identify, plant and
water the desirable green and
blooming plants that now cover
that steep slope from the edge of
the paved river Trail to some
gravel bars below.

They also weeded out the unde-
sirable plants, and treated or
avoided the fire ants they found;
and checked the condition of the
rock and concrete drainage path for
stormwater from the Dietert Center

parking lot under the trail and
down onto that slope.

That section of the river Trail
was completed about two years

ago.
UGra General Manager ray

Buck said they took on this project
to get a better idea what they can

do, and what works in “repairing”
disturbed areas on the slopes and

By BONNIE ARNOLD
Staff Writer

Volunteers pulled 
undesirable plants
and reseeded spots

‘riparian restoration’ stabilizes riverbank
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VOLUNTEER GARDENERS, including Patrick Conley, left, and daughter Denise Stanton, center,
helped UGRA staff inventory and weed the plants that are helping stabilize the “riparian slope” behind
Dietert Center.

See riparian, page 12


