
texas workforce 
commission: 
(800) 939-6631

small Business
administration
www.sba.gov 

journal@ktc.comVOL. 16,  NO. 23 KERRVILLE, TEXAS •  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3, 2020

Hill Country
City of Kerrville Situation Report as of  10 a.m. June 2, 2020. Updated daily at www.kerrvilletx.gov.

COmmUnity JOUrnaL

Peterson health covid-19
hotline: 896-4200

8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

joint operation center
hotline: 258-1111

M-F 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

If you are experiencing symptoms such as cough, fever or
difficulty breathing, contact your primary care physician or

call the Peterson Health Hotline at 896-4200.

21 (10 Recovered)6,305,709 376,322 1,812,125 105,192 64,880 1,678

Kerrville Fire Department Battal-
ion Chief mark Logue and the 22
members of his shift were keeping

an eye on the
building storm
last week, but
nothing could
have prepared
them for the
four hours of
drama that en-
sued shortly
after 7:30 p.m.
We d n e s d a y,
may 27.

“We were
watching it build in the west and
monitoring the radar,” Logue said.
“We got the first call at around  7:30
(p.m.).”

that call was for an ingram man
who had been struck by lightning.
Within minutes dispatch toned out a
call for a structure fire.

“While we were on the way to
those calls, we received word that
the Kerrville Police Department
building was filling with smoke,”
Logue said. “i had to divert an en-
gine to respond to KPD.”

With sheets of rain and hail falling
hard and fast, Logue said visibility
was an issue on the roadways.

“it was really a dangerous situa-
tion,” Logue said. “it just kept com-
ing and we were dodging debris in
the roadway.”

not only did the rain continue, so
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Two long, dark nights
KFD shift
slammed
during storm
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KPUB crews
battle storms,
line damage

as Kerr County residents were
under siege by high winds, threatening
lightning and torrential rains, Kerrville
Public Utility Board crews began a
multiple-day effort to restore power to
thousands of customers.

and just when they thought they
were caught up, a new storm arrived,
resulting in a total of 365 individual
outage locations
affecting 23,770
KPUB cus-
tomers from
Sunday, may 24
through Satur-
day, may 30.

according to
allison Bueche,
KPUB market-
ing director,
KPUB operates
with 20 line
crew personnel, which make up seven
bucket crews.

“after speaking with a member of
our crew who has been with KPUB
since the City of Kerrville purchased
the utility from LCra, he said this is
one of the worst storms—if not the
worst—he’s seen in our 33 years of
KPUB’s history in regards to damages
to our service area and KPUB’s equip-
ment,” Bueche said.

after experiencing waves of storms
throughout the week, crews were be-
ginning to complete work on outages
caused by Wednesday night’s storm
and assessed the enormous damages

Logue
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KPd officer austin Beal (top left) wades through high water to get to a stranded motorist.  At top right, KPUB LIneman Richie Clemens
works to remove a tree in a power line. At bottom, are photos of some of the damage left in the wake of the storm.

three new cases of COviD-19
were in Kerr County last week, ac-
cording to Peterson Health officials,
bringing the total to 21, with one case
being confirmed as a City of Ker-
rville employee.

according to Lisa Winters, Peter-
son Health Director of marketing &
Public relations, the positive test re-
sults were reported the afternoon of
may 28.

Winters said at least one of the
cases is considered community
spread, while the other two cases are
under investigation.

Of the 21 reported cases, 10 have
been identified as recovered from the
virus and one patient was being
treated in the critical care unit of Pe-
terson regional medical Center.

City of Kerrville officials released
the following statement regarding the
COviD-19 postive employee:

“Out of an abundance of caution,
additional City Hall employees with
possible exposure to the positive case
have also been tested for COviD-19,
and all of those tests came back neg-
ative. City Hall employees have been
required to take temperatures each
day before reporting to work since
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COviD case
count rises
to 21 in Kerr

See COviD, Page 13

See KFD, Page 11

ingram Police Chief Byron grif-
fin provided details and the condi-
tion of an ingram man who was
reportedly struck by lightning in
Wednesday’s
storm, while
also praising
the response of
one of his offi-
cers.

according to
griffin, iPD
Officer Emilio
Ledesma re-
sponded to a
call at 7:32
p.m. stating a
man was unresponsive in the 100
block of timber Lane after report-
edly being struck by lightning.

“Upon Officer Ledesma’s arrival,
he observed the victim to be laying
supine in the front yard of the resi-
dence, with bystanders attempting
to aid him,” griffin said. “Officer
Ledesma immediately assessed the
victim’s condition and determined
that he was not breathing and did

Ledesma

iPD officer
saves life
of lightning-
strike victim
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Coronavirus may have compli-
cated the final months of their sen-
ior year, but in the face of unique
challenges, tivy High School’s
graduating class of 2020 demon-
strated relentless grit, determina-
tion – and a fight that never dies. 

Socially distanced friends and
family gathered in tivy’s antler
Stadium at 8 p.m. Friday night for
the commencement ceremony,
where more than 300 graduates sat
on the field six feet apart in caps
and gowns.

as he took the stage, salutatorian
race risinger thanked KiSD Su-
perintendent Dr. mark Foust and
tivy Principal Shelby Balser for al-
lowing the graduation ceremony to
go forward despite uncertain times. 

“it’s no secret that over the past
few months, the world has erupted
into chaos,” risinger said in his ad-
dress to his classmates. 

But, he noted, a global pandemic
cannot and will not define tivy’s
class of 2020.

“While yes, we have most defi-
nitely lost a lot this semester, a cou-
ple of months of misfortune does

not define our actions – or define
us,” risinger said. 

instead, the class is defined by its
accomplishments – such as raising
$60,000 for the make-a-Wish
Foundation, doubling the record of

previous classes.
“Our band made it all the way to

state for the first time in 50 years,
and in athletics, our boys’ basket-
ball team made it further than any
other within the last decade,”

risinger added.
Last season, tivy’s football team

also beat Boerne-Samuel v. Cham-
pion High School and alamo

Completing a difficult path
By DONNA PROVENCHER

Staff Writer

Well-organized
grad event staged
for tivy seniors
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tivy valedictorian will johnston (left) and Salutatorian Race Risinger addressed their fellow
graduates in a graduation ceremony that almost didn’t happen Friday night at Antler Stadium. The top
duo reflected on their years in school and the unfortunate end to their senior year.
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