
when Stephen walters, a correc-
tions officer at the Kerr County Jail,
was hospitalized due to complica-
tions of the flu, Kerr County Sheriff
rusty Hierholzer and his department
rallied in support.

after a lengthy hospital stay, wal-
ters succumbed to his illness on Dec.
29 at the age of 44.

“It’s just terrible,” Hierholzer said.
“He just had the flu and now his wife,
Sheri, and their four kids will have to
find a way to go on without him.”

according to Hierholzer, both
Stephen and Sheri had gotten the flu
vaccine, but both ended up with type
a flu.

“He was sick and she was sick,”
Hierholzer said. “and then he had to
go in the hospital and she was trying
to be with him and take care of her-
self and the kids, too.”

Stephen was admitted to a San an-
tonio hospital, so Sheri and their chil-
dren were traveling from their home
in Pipe Creek to see him daily.

“when he first became ill, Capt.
Carol twiss took up a collection that
we all gave to, just to be able to help
with the traveling back and forth to
San antonio,” Hierholzer said. “Just
here internally, we were able to raise
a little over $1,000.”

now that he has passed away, the
Kerr County Sheriff’s Office em-
ployees still wanted to do more to
help, Hierholzer said.

Stephen provided for a limited
amount of life insurance for his fam-
ily, Hierholzer said.

“He tried to take care of things, but
no one could prepare for a loss at this
age,” Hierholzer said. “Sheri works
at Costco and he was the breadwin-
ner in the family. She will need a lot
of help in the future for those chil-

dren.”
In response to future needs, Hier-

holzer said members of his depart-
ment helped set up a fund in
Stephen’s name at Security State
bank for donations to be deposited.

“I got Sheri to fill out the paper
work and we set the account up so
that she is the only one that can make

withdrawals,” Hierholzer said. “the
account belongs to her and the chil-
dren.”

Hierholzer said the account is the
“Stephen walters benefit fund.”

“anyone can make deposits to it at
any one of the Security State bank
locations,” Hierholzer said. “Just a

a Kerrville woman was shot and killed in the
walmart parking lot the night of nov. 18, and the
suspect barricaded himself inside the rio 10 Cin-
emas movie theater. after a long standoff, police
entered the theater and found him dead.
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Kerrville residents will remem-
ber 2019 as a year of tragic loss,
economic explosion and prepa-
ration of an anticipated exciting
future.
As is the custom, the Hill
Country Community Journal has
highlighted the past year in re-
view.

January
• New Year’s Eve and New
Year’s Day was tragic for multi-
ple local families as two separate
fires destroyed a Hunt home and
multiple recreational vehicles in
Ingram.
• The first baby of 2019 born at
Peterson Regional Medical Cen-
ter was a girl; and she arrived at
12:45 a.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 1.
The proud parents are Janelle
Murphy-Ross and Dakota Ross
of Kerrville. Their new daughter
is Laney Belle Ross, who
weighed 7 pounds 10 ounces at
birth and was 19 inches long.
• Kerrville City Council met
Jan. 8 for about three hours, and
approved several items unani-
mously, including the H-E-B
Corp.’s request to abandon two
public rights of way consisting of
a portion of Hays Street, and the
alley on H-E-B’s east parking lot.

This opened the way for the gro-
cery chain to proceed with plans
to build a new, larger store.
Council also voted to extend the
river trail to Schreiner Univer-
sity; zone for a warehouse on
Leslie Drive; and support cre-
ation of future state funding that

could help build a Kerrville con-
vention center.
• With new County Judge Rob
Kelly conducting his first meet-
ing on Jan. 14, commissioners
had Kerrville City Manager
Mark McDaniel in the audience
to discuss with them a resolution

in support of the city’s legislative
efforts to use the hotel occupancy
tax for a convention center and
hotel.
• Schreiner University student
Emily Jumes performed Jan. 14

See revIew, Page 5a

top 5 stories of 2019
Kerr County residents witnessed and experienced inspirational stories

of honor, exciting announcements about the future of education and
tragic losses in 2019. looking back over the past year, five stories stand
out as highlights that shaped 2019 for the community:

2
a twin-engine beachcraft plane was clearly in

trouble before it crashed early Monday morning,
april 22, in a valley just off Sheppard rees road,
according to eyewitness reports. the plane crashed
prior to 9 a.m. Monday morning, killing all six oc-
cupants, according to Kerr County Sheriff rusty
Hierholzer.

3
when 10-year-old Madaline Munoz realized her

house was on fire, she said it was the lessons she
learned from the Kerrville fire Department that
helped her to remain calm, find an escape route
and save the lives of her mom and stepdad. the
fire was reported on Jan. 22 at 12:40 a.m. in the

100 block of Spring Meadow lane, Kerrville South, where Madaline lives
in a mobile home next to her grandparent’s house.

4
Kerrville ISD trustees approved the schematic

design of the new Hal Peterson Middle School on
March 25; and got an update from Superintendent
Dr. Mark foust on construction planning under
the bond program.

5

the Defense POw/MIa accounting agency in
washington, D.C., announced in late June that
u.S. army Corporal billy Joe butler, 19, of Ker-
rville, who was killed during the Korean war, was
accounted for by federal identification methods
on april 29 this year. Kerrville funeral Home held

services in Kerrville, and he was laid to rest in nichols Cemetery on July
26.

1

By LARRY ARNOLD
Staff writer

2019: a year in review
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AS WE ENTERED A NEW DECADE, Liam Beregond Hicks entered the world at 5 a.m. on Jan. 2 to the
delight of his parents Lara and Ben Hicks (and big sister Brynn, not pictured.) Liam is the first baby to be
born this year in Kerr County at Peterson Regional Medical Center.

Kerrville Mayor bill blackburn
has announced his intentions to
seek re-election in the City of Ker-
rville’s Munici-
pal election to
be held in May.

b l a c k b u r n
was elected to
office in May
of 2018 and re-
cently issued
the following
statement:

“Serving as
mayor of Ker-
rville since May
of 2018 has
been an honor and a privilege.
Seeing projects move forward that

build a stronger community is excit-
ing. When big problems are tackled,
it spells fulfillment.
And when the City Council recog-

nizes individuals and groups who
are making a real difference, it
serves as an example to all of us.
When the City budget is developed

and you see how ably it covers law
enforcement, streets and paving,
Parks and Recreation, the Library,
and more, you recognize how com-
prehensive are the services the City
offers while not raising taxes for ten
years.
For these reasons and more, I am

running for a second two year term
as the mayor of Kerrville. For
thirty-five years, I have served this
community in a variety of way, and

blackburn
to seek
re-election
as mayor

Blackburn

See blaCKburn, Page 18a

a teacher-chosen group of fifth
graders got to propose their own
ideas, in addition to all the building
plans and blueprints, for the new
Hal Peterson Middle School re-
cently.

the fifth graders chosen to take
part in this “conference” are part of
a Challenge lab study group which
works on enrichment projects.

“the ‘Designing Spaces’ is a
yearlong project for the groups, and
this activity focused on a section
within that, ‘Designing School
Spaces,’ Superintendent Dr. Mark

Courtesy Photo

DR. MARK FOUSTworks with a
group of fifth graders to help de-
sign the new middle school.

foust hosts
‘Designing
Spaces’ with
fifth graders

By BONNIE ARNOLD
Staff writer
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THIS MEMORIAL stands in the lobby of the Kerr County Sheriff’s Office to honor and remember cor-
rections officer Stephen Walters, who passed away Dec. 29 due to complications of the flu. He was
only 44 years old and leaves behind a wife and four children.

Devastating loss
By TAMMY PROUT

Publisher

KCSO jailer dies of
flu complications,
fund set up for kids

See walterS, Page 18a


