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CORONAVIRUS UPDATE

Local and national numbers are 
updated as of 7 p.m. Monday

LOCAL
Cases in Lake Havasu City: 7,579*
Cases in Mohave County: 31,551
New Cases in County: 75
Deaths in Mohave County: 936
Source: Arizona Department of Health 
Services
* Mohave County no longer reports case 
numbers on a daily basis.

ARIZONA
Positive cases: 1,104,535
Deaths: 20,137
Percent positive: 9.7%
Source: Arizona Department 
of Public Health

NATIONAL
Positive cases: 43,605,623
Deaths: 700,176
Source: Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention
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MARKETPLACE :  ‘Pandora 
Papers’ bring renewed calls 
for tax haven scrutiny. The 
outcry comes on the heels of 
a recently released report.

SEE PAGE 9

By MICHAEL ZOGG
TODAY’S NEWS-HERALD

Lake Havasu City was vis-
ited by a couple more con-
servative candidates up for 
statewide election in 2022, 
including a Republican vying 
for one of the highest profile 
statewide elections in 2022 – 
Arizona Governor.

GOP Governor candidate 
Matt Salmon returned to 
Havasu Monday, where he 
was the keynote speaker at the 
London Bridge Republican 
Women’s monthly meet-
ing at Shugrue’s. Salmon 

was proceeded by recently 
retired Arizona Supreme 
Court and Attorney General 
candidate Andrew Gould. 
After introducing themselves 
to the voters in Havasu, both 
Gould and Salmon talked 
about why they are running 
and what their priorities 
would be if elected, before 
fielding some questions from 
the crowd.

The governorship, along 
with Mark Kelly’s seat in the 
U.S. Senate, are the two most 
high profile positions up for 
election in 2022. A total of 43 
people have filed a statement 

of interest with the Arizona 
Secretary of State indicating 
their interest in running for 
governor next year – includ-
ing 19 Republicans – while 23 
people have filed to run for 
U.S. Senate.

Salmon’s political career 
started in the Arizona Senate 
in the early ‘90s before he 
served two stints represent-
ing the Mesa area in the U.S. 
House of Representatives – 
one from 1995 to 2001, and 
the other from 2013 to 2017. 
Salmon also ran for Arizona 
Governor in 2002, and won 
the Republican nomination, 
but he was narrowly defeat-
ed by then-Arizona Attorney 

Salmon pitches to Havasu voters

Michael Zogg / Today’s News-Herald

Republican candidate for Governor, Matt 
Salmon, was back in Lake Havasu City on Monday 
speaking with the London Bridge Republican 
Women in Shugrue’s.

ARIZONA GUBERNATORIAL RACE

Investigation, cleanup underway 
at new contamination site

Submitted

TOP: A new groundwater and soil area near Bahama Avenue and Bimini Lane has been identified 
by ADEQ. BELOW: A similar site at Lake Havasu Avenue and Holly Avenue was identified in 2017.

By MICHAEL ZOGG
TODAY’S NEWS-HERALD

Localized groundwater and 
soil contamination has been dis-
covered near Bahama Avenue 
and Bimini Lane, causing the 
area to be placed on a registry last 
month that ensures the Arizona 
Department of Environmental 
Quality will take the lead on inves-
tigation and cleanup efforts.

Last week, ADEQ sent out a 
notice of the site listing and a 

30-day comment period that will 
last through Oct. 25. The depart-
ment said that its preliminary 
investigation of the site in 2019 and 
2020 detected tetrachloroethene 
(PCE), trichloroethene (TCE), 
and thallium in groundwater at 
the location, in addition to arse-
nic confirmed present in the soil. 
Caroline Oppleman with Arizona 
Department of Environmental 
Quality said because the site was 
listed so recently the source or 
sources of the contamination, and 

potentially responsible parties, 
are still under investigation.

“A site being listed on the reg-
istry means that certain steps have 
been taken by the state to ensure 
protection of public health and 
the environment, in addition to 
community involvement and out-
reach,” Oppleman said. “The pro-
gram funds the site investigation 
and cleanup while making best 
efforts to find those responsible 

By BRANDON MESSICK
TODAY’S NEWS-HERALD

A Lake Havasu City man accused 
of shooting the son of a television 
personality is expected to stand trial 
in two weeks. Now, attorneys have 
filed a list of possible defenses to be 
used at his trial.

Garrett Wilder, 22, was arrested last September 
after he was allegedly identified as the suspect in a 
drive-by shooting on Injo Drive. The incident took 
place Sept. 13, 2020, when police say Wilder drove 
past a rental home occupied by California resident 
Garrett Dotson, 23, and allegedly instigated a con-
frontation that led to the shooting. Dotson is the son 

Attorneys give list of defenses in 2020 
shooting of ‘Storage Wars’ star’s son

Arraignment 
set for former 
building 
group leader

By BRANDON MESSICK
TODAY’S NEWS-HERALD

The former director of the 
Colorado River Building Industry 
Association will be arraigned next 
week on felony counts including 
theft, fraud and identity theft.

The Lake Havasu City Police 
Department opened an investi-
gation last year into Elisabeth A. 
Theophilus, 61, after accusations 
arose that she may have embez-
zled as much as $37,000 from for-
mer employer – and the Building 
Industry Association’s former 
director – Bud Schulz. The defen-
dant is now scheduled to appear 
in Mohave Superior Court for 
arraignment on Oct. 14.

Theophilus worked as an 
office manager for Schulz in 
2010, prior to his retirement and 
subsequent move to Scottsdale. 
Police say Theophilus opened a 
credit account in Schulz’ name 
prior to his departure, and made 
more than 1,700 transactions to 
that account until 2018. Purchases 
included personal and profes-
sional expenses by Theophilus, 
for which she allegedly repaid 

CHARGED IN MARCH WITH 

COUNTS OF FRAUD, THEFT 

See ARRAIGNMENT SET, Page 5

Man who 
damaged London 
Bridge could a 
take plea deal
By BRANDON MESSICK
TODAY’S NEWS-HERALD

The war for one man’s inde-
pendence may come to an end 
next month, as attorneys nego-
tiate a plea agreement in a DUI 

incident that 
occurred last 
Fourth of July 
weekend.

Adam N. 
Carpenter, 24, 
is a U.S. Marine 
accused of dam-
aging the former 
property of Great 
Britain – almost 

250 years too late. Now he’s 
scheduled to appear in Mohave 
Superior Court for a hearing 
on Nov. 15, where he may have 
opportunity to avoid a felony con-
viction.

On July 3, 2020, Carpenter 
allegedly sideswiped multiple 

WILDER See WILDER, Page 5

CARPENTER

See CARPENTER, Page 5

See CONTAMINATION, Page 3

ENVIRONMENTAL  |  GROUNDWATER, SOIL CONTAMINATION

See SALMON, Page 5

LONDON BRIDGE REPUBLICAN WOMEN ALSO 
HEARD FROM AG CANDIDATE ANDREW GOULD


