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A generous man will prosper; he 

who refreshes others will himself 

be refreshed.

—Proverbs 11:25
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Happiness is not a goal; it is a by-

product.

—Eleanor Roosevelt
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Scott Confer, new owner of 
Huggins Auto Sales.
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“The only way you 
succeed in a small 
county like this is 
through reputation.”

Violin instructor David Blakely shows Kalli Mealy what notes to practice at 
the Blackford County Arts Center Tuesday.
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Judy K. Bush, 72
Ember Elizabeth Dudley, Infant
Elizabeth Ann Cook, 64
Ronnald Eugene Name, 75
James Richard Banter, 79
Nancy J. Ford, 82
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 Photographed is Laura Windsor painting Za-

liilah Carrington’s face while enjoying the 2019 

SummerFest Arts Festival. You can find more Sum-

merFest Arts Festival photos on page 12 as well as 

on our website, www.hartfordcitynewstimes.com.

SummerFest
Arts Festival

 STATEHOUSE (Aug. 14, 2019) – Ann 
Vermilion of Marion took the oath of of-
fice today to serve as state representative 
for House District 31.
Indiana Supreme Court Chief Justice Lo-
retta H. Rush administered the oath dur-
ing a formal swearing-in ceremony in the 
House Chamber at the Statehouse.

  “I am dedicated to improving the lives 
of those in House District 31 and making 
Indiana a better place,” Vermilion said. “I 
hope to use my experience working in the 
health care industry to best serve our com-
munity and Hoosiers around the state.”
  Previously the administrative direc-

Vermilion sworn in as new State 
Representative for House District 31

 State Rep. Ann Vermilion (R-Marion) is sworn into office by Indiana Supreme Court 
Chief  Justice Loretta H. Rush Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2019, at the Indiana Statehouse. 
Vermilion will serve as the state representative for House District 31, which includes 
all of  Blackford County and portions of  Delaware, Grant and Wells counties.

 The south parking lot at the Blackford Junior/Senior High School recently had 
some striping work completed and with it they added a few special spots to honor 
our Veterans! This is a great example for the students to see just one of  many ways 
to show our Veterans respect.

The Blackford Junior/Senior 

High School parking lot added 

a few special spots this year

 The Blackford County Economic 
Development Corporation (BCEDC) 
announced that on August 12th, 2019, 
Executive Director Colton Bickel 
resigned his position, as he will be 
moving to Adams County in the same 
capacity. He will continue to promote 
the growth and success of Blackford 
County through the end of August.
 Bickel states, “It has been an 
honor to serve the Blackford County 
community over the past years. I am 
incredibly thankful to the BCEDC 
Board, elected officials, and citizens 
whom I have had the pleasure to work 
with during my tenure as executive di-
rector. My time in Blackford County 

can be counted as the best of my pro-

fessional life. I have thoroughly en-

joyed this opportunity.”
 Bickel noted, “This is a bitter-

sweet decision, as I have made many 
new friends in this community. I care 
deeply for its citizens and the future 
of the County. I believe that during 
my time we have seen a lot of prog-

ress and know that any individual who 
comes in will be able to capitalize on 
that success. I am proud of the work 
we accomplish and that which has 
been started. I will continue to be a 
strong proponent of Blackford Coun-

ty.”
 The BCEDC Board will form a 
hiring committee that will be looking 
for qualified candidates to take on the 
role of BCEDC Executive Director.

Blackford County Indiana Economic 
Development announces resignation

of Executive Director Bickel

By KAREN CORMIER,
News-Times Editorial Associate

 Locally in it’s fourth year, MOPS oth-
erwise known as Mothers of Preschoolers 
is a non profit organization that provides 
mothers of children aged birth to kinder-
garten the opportunity to receive support, 
community, and friendships with other 
mothers. It also encourages them to become 
strong women of confidence with their par-
enting skills. It serves to help moms feel 
more equipped and to help keep or find 
their identity by journeying alongside one 
another through this journey called parent-
hood.
 MOPS originally began in 1973 
worldwide, when a group of moms of 
young children banded together to share 
their lives and parenting journeys. Over 
the years, MOPS has expanded their reach 
to include moms with older kids such as 

kindergarten aged, part-
nering with churches and 
organizations to equip and 
encourage moms in more 
than 60 countries. As of 
2017, there were about 
4000 chapters worldwide 
in over 60 countries.
 Blackford County is 
proud to have a MOPS 
group here! The group 
of moms and mentors meet the first and 
third Friday’s of every month during the 
Blackford County Schools calendar year. 
The meetings are hosted at the Fellowship 
Hall in the downstairs of Grace United 
Methodist Church, on Washington Street 
in Hartford City. Meeting times are from 
9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. During these meet-
ings the moms can relax, enjoy brunch, and 
socialize with one another. Some meetings 
they watch encouraging MOPS videos and 

follow up with conversa-
tions surrounding it, have 
guest speakers from orga-
nizations in the commu-
nity and some meetings 
they create crafts. There 
are currently around 11 
moms and mentors who 
attend the local meetings.
 There is child care pro-
vided on site by volun-

teers so that the mothers can concentrate on 
the conversation, speaker or task at hand. 
There is a preschool room for the older 
children and a nursery for the younger. The 
children get to have a play date and social-
ize as well. The MOPS organization pro-
vides educational learning for the children 
while in their care.
 Most mothers of young children will 
agree that at times during these young years 
of parenting can be difficult. There can be 

days of overwhelming doubts, not only for 
first time moms but moms of many. MOPS 
is there to encourage the full potential of 
being a leader to their youth by building 
the confidence of parenting. MOPS is there 
to help mothers understand that they are 
not in this alone. That the emotions of pride 
to frustration happens to all moms and at 
times only other moms can truly under-
stand those rocky emotions. Sometimes, a 
little support and some encouraging words 
is what is needed to carry on as the strong 
roll model that you are to your children.
 If you are expecting or have an infant, 
toddler or preschooler, MOPS would love 
to welcome you to the group! You can find 
MOPS on social media, Facebook, under 
MOPS Blackford or email them at mops-

blackford@gmail.com.

MOPS is back in session for another year of building 
up Moms with little ones in Blackford County
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