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KENNETH EDWARD 
     BAINES
DEBBY BARNES-PARKER
LLOYD ‘Paw’ BAUGH
MARY ‘Katie’ BLAYLOCK

FLORENCE BROOKS
ROMAN HERSHBERGER Jr.
WILLIS SOUTHERLAND

Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Partly cloudy. Low around 61.

Thursday — Sunny. High around 84.

Friday — Mostly sunny. High around 86.

Saturday — Chance of rain. High around 85.

Sunday — Sunny. High around 88.

OPINION ..............2A
LOCAL .................3A
EDUCATION .........4A
NATIONAL ............5A

NATIONAL ............8A
SPORTS .............. 1B
AGRICULTURE ..... 6B
COMICS ............. 7B

VOL. 143, NO. 185 | GREENEVILLE, TENNESSEE WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2021 3 SECTIONS | $1

SPORTS: 
 U.S. Women  

Rip Australia,  

Reach Semis. 1B

ACCENT: 
A Look Back  

At The Fair  

Through Photos. 

An independent newspaper celebrating its 143rd year of service to Greeneville and Greene County

www.greenevil lesun.com

Unexpected Visitor

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE SUN/LAURA SHERFEY

Laura Sherfey of Chuckey shared this photo of a squirrel who seems curious about the person taking its picture. Sherfey captioned 

the photo, “If I sit still, maybe she won’t see me.” The Greeneville Sun welcomes reader-submitted photos and publishes several in the 

Weekender section on Saturday. See the Best Shots page in Weekender for details on submitting photos.

T
he late eccentric journalist 
Hunter S. Thompson was a 
practitioner of what is labeled 
“gonzo journalism,” a kind of 

reporting in which the reporter does not 
remain invisible or detached, but instead 
is part of the story, often writing from a 
first-person point of view.

Newspa-
per “personal 
columns” such 
as this one have 
some “gonzo” 
characteristics, 
in that I, as 
the writer, can 
directly address 
you, the reader, 
as I’m doing in 
this very sen-
tence.

Thus, I’m 
also free to tell 
you directly 
not just that a 
panel discussion 

about addiction in our community oc-
curred Monday evening at the Niswonger 
Performing Arts Center, but also that I 
was highly impressed by it. I learned a 
good deal from being there, and realized 
that we in this community have many 
intelligent people among us who not only 
do their jobs, but think analytically about 
what they do.

The panel discussion at Monday’s 

Addiction 
Panelist: ‘Love 
Them ... Then 

Love Them 
Some More’

CLIPS TO KEEP

CAMERON JUDD

Greene County Sheriff 
Wesley Holt has announced 
he will seek reelection to the 
office.

He made the announce-
ment after speaking to the 
Greene County Republican 
Party on Monday.

Holt was elected to the 
office in 2018, defeating 
then-sheriff Pat Hankins.

The next election is in 
2022.

In a news release, Holt 
noted he has over 30 years 

of experience in law enforce-
ment, all with the Greene 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. He served multiple 
roles in the department 
including corrections officer, 
patrol officer, and various 
supervisory roles including 
patrol captain, prior to being 
elected sheriff.

“My role as sheriff is to 
provide law enforcement to 
Greene County. I could not 
do this without the men and 
women of the department. 

I work with the finest group 
of people. They are the back-
bone of the department,” he 
said.

During his first term, Holt 
said in the news release, he 
has overseen additions to 
the department including 
body cameras for all officers, 
a body scanner for the jail to 
reduce the introduction of 
contraband into the facility, 
and handheld devices for 
officers for ease of report-
ing. He credited the County 

Commission for what 
he called “most exciting 
addition,” school resource 
officers in every school.

“I am excited to seek 
another term as the Greene 
County sheriff. My first 
term has been a blessing 
and it would be a true 
honor to serve a second 
term,” Holt said. “We have 
accomplished much during 
my first term in office, but 
we still have more to do in 
serving our great commu-

nity. Protecting the citizens’ 
constitutional rights and 
the lives of our law enforce-
ment officers will remain my 
priority.”

Holt added, “I have been 
very blessed to have the 
support of my family and 
friends, my fellow officers 
and elected officials, and the 
Greene County communi-
ty. I am very humbled and 
honored by the encourage-
ment and support I have 
received.”

Holt To Seek Reelection As Greene County Sheriff

Sheriff Wesley Holt

BY SPENCER MORRELL
STAFF WRITER

Work on a new fire 
station for the Town of 

Greeneville will be moving 
forward.

The new fire station will 
be located in the presently 
open field between Forest 
Street and Carson Street, 
and will replace the station 
sits at the intersection of 
Vann Road and the Ashe-
ville Highway that is over 
60 years old.

The land for the new 

station was purchased from 
the Greeneville Adventist 
Academy a few years ago in 
preparation for the project.

The Greeneville Board of 
Mayor and Aldermen voted 
to accept a $3.7 million bid 
for the project at its meet-
ing Tuesday.

Multiple bids were re-
ceived for the project. The 
winning bid was submitted 

by Powell-based construc-
tion company Evans-Ailey.

According to Town 
Administrator Todd Smith, 
Evans-Ailey has experience 
with building fire stations 
and is ready to tackle the 
project.

Town officials also spoke 
with officials in other cities 
where Evans-Ailey had con-
structed fire stations, and 

those officials expressed 
satisfaction with the com-
pany’s work.

The $3.7 million bid is 
more than the $3.5 million 
budgeted for the project. 
According to Smith, that 
$3.7 million price tag is 
likely to decrease slightly 
as the town works with 
the contractor to decrease 
costs.

“I was really pleased with 
the bid we got, considering 
the current market we are 
in,” Smith said.

The project will be paid 
for with COVID-19 relief 
funding. The Town of 
Greeneville is expecting 
to receive between $3.9 
million and $4.4 million 

GMA OKs $3.7M Bid For New Fire Station
Greenville Board 

Tables Discussion  

Of New Hotel Tax
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