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INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Partly cloudy. Low around 40.

Thursday — Mostly sunny. High around 58.

Friday — Patchy frost, then sunny. High around 66.

Saturday — Sunny. High around 74.

Sunday — Chance for rain. High around 74.
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BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

The man accused in the 
brutal slayings of a man in 
Greeneville and two others 
Sunday night in Florida 
deserves the death penalty, 
according to the sheriff over-
seeing the Florida county in 
which Stanley Eric Moss-
burg was taken into custody.

Sheriff Grady Judd, of 
Polk County, Florida, had 
plenty of other things to 
say Tuesday morning about 

35-year-old Mossburg at a 
news conference.

Mossburg, a native of 
Spartanburg, South Carolina 
who goes by the nickname 
“Woo Woo,” has a lengthy 
criminal record and was de-
scribed by Judd as a “spree 
killer” who personifies “evil 
in the flesh.”

Judd detailed the alleged 
actions of Mossburg 
during the homicides of 
Christopher Scott Short in 
Greeneville and a couple 
whose names have not been 

released in their home in 
Winter Haven, Florida. A 
man in the Florida home 
where a man and woman 
were murdered survived and 
provided investigators with 
insights about Mossburg’s 
mindset.

Judd said the man who 
survived being held hostage 
in the Winter Haven house 
was told by Mossburg that 
the couple killed were his 
seventh and eighth victims, 
although only three are 
known.

“(He) told our live victim, 
‘I want to be a serial killer. 
I like killing people,’” Judd 
said.

Mossburg allegedly told 
the victim his “goal was 11” 
victims, Judd said.

In describing what 
investigators know about 
the Greeneville and Winter 
Haven murders, Judd said 
the circumstances indicate 
actions based on “anger, 
revenge (and) evil.”

Knives were used in the 
murders, Judd said.

GREENEVILLE HOMICIDE
Judd gave a chronologi-

cal account of Mossburg’s 
alleged criminal activity 
leading up to his arrest 
Tuesday morning.

The body of Short, 33, was 
found the morning of Oct. 2 
beside Celebrity Coin Laun-
dry, at the end of a strip mall 
at 2055 E. Andrew Johnson 
Highway.

Family members and 
friends had said he went 

Fla. Sheriff Details Alleged Killer’s Actions

Stanley Eric Mossburg

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Greeneville drivers will get a 
preview soon of new traffic detec-
tion equipment that will eventually 
be used to help traffic safety along 
Highway 11E.

The Greeneville Board of Mayor 
and Aldermen approved the purchase 
of a radar system for vehicle detection 
for two traffic signals on East Andrew 
Johnson Highway at its meeting 
Tuesday.

The new equipment will be 
installed at the intersections at the 
Greeneville Commons Shipping Cen-
ter and nearby Bob Smith Boulevard.

A number of traffic signals in town 
have vehicle detection equipment in-
stalled. Metal strips in the pavement 
trigger a change in the light once a 
vehicle drives onto them, explained 
Town Engineer and Director of Public 
Works Brad Peters.

However, they have to be replaced 
after repaving, which is what has 
occurred at both intersections, Peters 
said. The Public Works Department 
has repaved Bob Smith Boulevard. 
The drive into the Greeneville Com-
mons has been repaved as part of 
the recent improvements made by 
Brixmor Property Group.

Apart from repaving, metal 
equipment in the pavement has to 
be replaced every three to five years 
and can be subject to breaking due to 
freezing of the asphalt or wear from 
vehicles running across, Peters said.

As part of the town’s current 
project to improve traffic safety and 
reduce congestion on Highway 11E, a 
different detection system is planned 
for installation at the traffic signals, 
Peters said.

Board OKs New 
Equipment For 
Traffic Signals

BY STEVE PEOPLES, WILL WEISSERT 
AND DARLENE SUPERVILLE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Elizabeth Warren repeatedly came under 
attack during the Democratic presidential 
debate as rivals accused the Massachusetts 
senator of ducking questions about the 
cost of Medicare for All and her signature 
wealth tax plan in an attempt to derail her 
rising campaign.

The pile-on Tuesday reinforced her new 
status as a front-runner in the contest to 
take on President Donald Trump next 
year. With first state primaries rapidly 
approaching, her many challengers have 
dwindling opportunities to emerge as pow-
erful alternatives to the progressive agenda 

she’s championing.
The night’s confrontations were mostly 

fought on familiar terrain for the Dem-
ocrats, who have spent months sparring 
over the future of health care with for-
mer Vice President Joe Biden and oth-
er moderates pressing for a measured 
approach while Warren and Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders call for a dramat-
ic, government-funded overhaul of the 
insurance market. Still, unlike Sanders, 
Warren refused to say whether she would 
raise taxes on the middle class to pay for a 
Medicare for All universal health insurance 
plan — a stance that’s increasingly difficult 

Debate Rivals Assail Warren As She Joins Democrats’ Top Rank
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Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., former Vice President Joe 

Biden, center, and Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., right, stand on stage before a Democratic 

presidential primary debate hosted by CNN and The New York Times at Otterbein University 

on Tuesday in Westerville, Ohio.

BY O.J. EARLY
SUN CONTRIBUTOR

H
alloween is almost here, and 
that usually means carved 
pumpkins galore. Mother Na-
ture nearly had other plans.

“The drought substantially reduced the 
size of our jack-o-lantern pumpkins, but 
I found a source of larger pumpkins in 
North Carolina so we have plenty of good 
size pumpkins,” said Phil Ottinger, owner 
of Greeneville’s Buffalo Trail Orchard.

The Dodd Branch Road agribusiness 
offers visitors the chance to pick-your-own 
products, including pumpkins. Especial-
ly wet weather this spring and summer 

meant Ottinger and his family had to plant 
about two weeks later than normal.

“This is the first year that we have had to 
purchase pumpkins,” he said.

The drought that has rendered lawns 
brown and crunchy has also left a mark 
on the region’s pumpkin harvest, a look 
at weather data and interviews by The 
Greeneville Sun suggest.

The U.S. Drought Monitor lists much 
of Greene County in a severe drought, the 
third of five categories that usually means 
crop and pasture losses, as well as water 
shortages on farmland.

Across northeast Tennessee, rainfall in 
2019 had been well above normal through 
the end of summer. That included nearly 

9 inches of rain in February, and above 
average precipitation each month from 
January to June. But an incredibly dry 
August and September, aided by soaring 
temperatures at the start of autumn, made 
conditions ripe for a serious drought.

Vera Ann Myers, whose family owns 
and operates Myers Pumpkin Patch in 
the western part of the county, said some 
of her “field-trip pumpkins” have been 
less plentiful due to the unseasonably dry 
weather. Smaller than traditional jack-
o-lanterns, Myers and her family let kids 
paint and decorate those pumpkins when 
school groups arrive on field trips.

Mixed Weather Varies Pumpkin Harvests
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Phil Ottinger of Buffalo Trail Orchard surveys a pumpkin patch in 2017. This year, the pick-your-own farm had to plant two weeks later than 

normal due to wet weather in the spring and summer.
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