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INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Chance for rain. Low around 33.

Tuesday — Rain, snow likely. High around 34.

Wednesday — Sunny. High around 41.

Thursday — Mostly sunny. High around 48.

Friday — Sunny. High around 51.
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BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

One man was shot and 
wounded by law enforce-
ment following a long 
pursuit Friday evening 
that ended on Snapps 
Ferry Road.

The shooting involving 
a deputy with the Greene 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment is under investi-

gation by the Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation, 
according to a release from 
the TBI.

A passenger in the 
car also faces multiple 
charges. According to war-
rants filed by the Greene 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Melinda E. Babb, 
25, 1070 Tyne Gray Rad, 
Afton, was charged with 
evading arrest, criminal 

impersonation, simple 
possession of a Schedule 
VI drug, possession of un-
lawful drug paraphernalia 
and violation of probation.

Babb gave a false name 
and date of birth to offi-
cers, and further investi-
gation found her to be in 
possession of marijuana 
and drug paraphernalia.

Her bond was set at 
$10,000 on the evading 

arrest charge, and $1,000 
on the criminal imperson-
ation, and two possession 
charges.

Preliminary informa-
tion indicates the incident 
began at approximately 
8:30 p.m., when a depu-
ty responded to the 300 
block of North Broyles 
Street in Greenville to a re-
port of individuals sitting 
in a parked vehicle playing 

loud music.
As the deputy ap-

proached the vehicle, 
another individual at that 
location jumped into the 
vehicle and the driver fled, 
the release stated.

Authorities attempted 
to stop the vehicle twice 
with spike strips, and 
subsequently, it stopped 

Pursuit Ends In Officer-Involved Shooting

Melinda E. Babb

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

A man was injured late Saturday 
in a fire in an apartment building 
on West Sevier Heights.

The fire was discovered by the 
occupant in one of the apartments 
around 10 p.m., as smoke was 
showing from another of the four 
units in the complex at 230 W. 
Sevier Heights, according to Green-
eville Fire Chief Alan Shipley.

“We have to commend the neigh-
bor for smelling smoke and walking 
outside, where she saw smoke 
coming from an air conditioner unit 
and called 911,” Shipley said.

Upon arrival, firefighters discov-
ered the man in one of the lower 
apartments and were able to rescue 
him through a bedroom window. 
He was then flown by Wings Air 
Rescue to a Wake Forest Baptist 
Medical Center in Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina for treatment of his 
injuries, Shipley said.

The name of the resident was not 
available.

Firefighters were able to contain 
the fire to the bedroom of the unit 
and none of the other units sus-
tained fire damage, the chief said. 
Two of the others suffered some 
smoke damage.

Personnel and equipment from 
each fire station responded to the 
fire, Shipley said, and off-duty 
personnel were called to man the 
stations and reserve trucks.

Also responding the fire were 
DeBusk Volunteer Fire Department 
rehab unit, Greeneville-Greene 
County Emergency Medical Ser-
vice, Greeneville Light & Power 
System and Greeneville Police 
Department.

Shipley said in places such as the 
West Sevier Heights neighborhood 
that have narrow streets, police of-
ficers provide assistance in keeping 
traffic away so the trucks can get to 
the scene.

Firefighters were on the scene 
until around 3 a.m. and were back 
on scene investigating the fire on 
Sunday, Shipley said.

The cause of the fire is still not 
determined, and the fire depart-
ment has asked for assistance 
from the police department and 
Tennessee Bureau of Investigation 
in collecting evidence, according to 
the chief.

Man Injured 
In West Sevier 
Heights Fire

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

The voices of veterans who 
served in conflicts that shaped 
America’s future are fading.

That’s why it’s important for 
vets to describe their experi-
ences for the benefit of genera-
tions to come.

Greene County’s military 
veterans are encouraged to 
participate in the Veterans 
History Project of the Ameri-

can Folklife Center, created in 
2000 by the U.S. Congress.

Terry Harris, who works 
in the office of U.S. Rep. Phil 
Roe, is coordinating efforts to 
collect the experiences of vet-
erans living in Roe’s 10-county 
district through a fellowship 
from the Wounded Warrior 
Program.

The American Community 
Survey, which is the U.S. Cen-
sus’ yearly report, estimated 
there were 6,116 veterans in 

Greene County as of 2017.
The personal recollections of 

veterans from Greene County 
and elsewhere will be collected, 
preserved and made accessible 
to the public “so that future 
generations may hear directly 
from (them) and better un-
derstand the realities of war,” 
according to the American 
Folklife Center.

There are 16 million veterans 
of “The Greatest Generation” 
who served in World War II.

Of that total, the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
estimated as of Sept. 30 that 
389,292 are living, including 
an estimated 6,851 World War 
II veterans in Tennessee.

An estimated 294 World War 
II veterans die every day in the 
U.S.

Numbers are also constantly 
declining for surviving Kore-
an conflict and Vietnam War 

Veterans Urged To Participate In History Project

BY CAMERON JUDD
SUN COLUMNIST

B
etween the covers of a photo bind-
er in the eastern Greene County 
home of Jack and Nepul Hope are 
images from Jack’s younger days, 

when he joined others from this nation 
and its allies who together saved the world 
from Nazi, Fascist and other threats to the 
future of every free human.

The black-and-white photographs, most 
made by Jack himself and some by others 
around him in those days, range from 
light-hearted images of young soldiers 
going through the daily motions, finding 
whatever diversion they could in a situ-
ation none wanted to be in, to shocking 
images of heaps of dead victims of concen-
tration camp genocidal murder at Dachau. 
Jack Hope was there to see all that.

Interviewed last week in his home just 
off Old Stage Road, 95-year-old Hope said 
he doesn’t spend a lot of time these days 
looking through that collection of photo-
graphs and other memorabilia of World 
War II. Even so, his memories of the war, 
which officially ended on Sept. 2, 1945, 74 
years ago this year, remain mostly clear.

The years have taken away most of this 
veteran’s fellow wartime companions, 
not everyone being blessed by such a long 
lifetime as this Greene County native.

The son of the late Edgar and Hannah 
Hope, he became a Greeneville resident 
after his family moved into town when he 
was a boy.

Hope’s schooling included time in Roby 
School in Greeneville, a building now 
serving as the town’s activity and social 
center for senior adults.

Hope had some difficulty in his school 
years because of visual problems that 

A Veteran’s Memories
‘I Wouldn’t Take Nothing 

For What I Saw’

SUN PHOTO BY CAMERON JUDD

Jack Hope, at his kitchen counter, looks through his collection of photos from his service days 

during World War II. SEE MEMORIES, PAGE 7A

SEE PROJECT, PAGE 9A

SEE SHOOTING, PAGE 9A


