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Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Scattered T-storms. Low around 69.

Thursday — Rain likely. High around 86.

Friday — Chance for storms. High around 85.

Saturday —  Chance for storms. High around 87.

Sunday —  Chance for storms. High around 87.
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SPORTS: 
Local Football  

Returns As Teams  

Hit The Practice 

Field. 1B

ACCENT: 
McCamey Adds  

‘Tree Farmer’ To 

Post-Retirement 

Pedigree. 
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Voters in the 1st Ward 
have choices among 
candidates vying for the 
Greeneville City Board of 
Education in the upcom-
ing Greeneville Municipal 
Election.

Three candidates seek 
two 1st Ward seats on the 
city school board: incum-
bents Craig Ogle and Josh 
Quillen, who was appoint-
ed to fill an unexpired 
term, and retired educator 
Pam Botta.

Election Day is Aug. 1. 
The early voting period 
begins Friday and contin-
ues through July 27 at the 

Election Commission of-
fice, 218 N. Main St. Hours 
are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 
and 8:30 a.m. to noon on 
Saturday. A photo ID is 
required to vote.

The three candidates re-
cently responded to ques-
tions from The Greeneville 
Sun about their candida-
cies. Biographical informa-
tion for each candidate and 
their responses to a series 
of questions follow.

BOTTA

Pamela Botta, 64, of 405 

Hermitage Drive, is run-
ning for her first political 
office.

A career educator, she 

is currently an adjunct 
professor at Walters State 
Community College at 
both their Greeneville and 

Morristown campuses. In 
May 2016, she retired after 
a 20-year career teaching 
science to sixth-graders at 

Greeneville Middle School. 
While there, Botta served 
as science team leader, 
sixth-grade team leader, a 
member of the systemwide 
science team, a member 
of the GMS hospitality 
committee and chair of 
the legislative committee 
in the Greeneville Educa-
tion Association. She was 
also honored to be a GMS 
Teacher of the Year and a 
systemwide Teacher of the 
Year for grades 5-8.

Earlier in her career, 
Botta taught at Mosheim 

Meet The Candidates For Greeneville City Board Of Education

Pam Botta Craig Ogle Josh Quillen

SEE EDUCATION, PAGE 5A

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

The Greeneville Planning Depart-
ment is now reviewing final site plans 
for a proposed new free-standing 
Chick-Fil-A restaurant.

A few details are being worked out, 
but the plans should be approved 
in coming weeks, the Greeneville 
Regional Planning Commission heard 
Tuesday.

The restaurant’s plans have also 
been submitted to the Building De-
partment for review, Planning Director 
Logan Engle said.

The new restaurant is proposed for 
2645 E. Andrew Johnson Highway, 
in the Crockett Crossing Shopping 
Center, on a corner lot where Georgia’s 
Southern Table restaurant was located 
prior to closing.

The new restaurant would be over 
4,800 square-feet with a seating 
capacity of 114, preliminary plans 
approved by the planning commission 
in May indicated.

With the commission’s preliminary 
approval, final approval will be given 
by Planning Department staff, and 
plans are not expected to be consid-
ered again by the full commission.

The preliminary plans approved in 
May showed a double drive-thru and 
an additional canopy area for expedit-
ed ordering and payment.

OTHER BUSINESS

Engle gave an update on a proposed 
O’Reilly Auto Parts on the Asheville 
Highway after an inquiry by a planning 
commission member.

The developer has indicated that the 
store is still planned for construction 
once current litigation is finished, 
Engle said.

Ingles Markets filed a lawsuit in 
Chancery Court against the Chat-
tanooga-based developer Melani 

Final  
Chick-Fil-A 

Plans Under 
Review
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An architectural rendering shows the 

front elevation of a Chick-Fil-A restau-

rant proposed for the Crockett Crossing 

shopping center.

BY CICELY BABB
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For the family of Blaine 
Banther, honoring his life and 
memory means giving back 
to the community he called 
home.

Banther was 17 when he 
died from an accidental gun-
shot wound while cleaning his 
hunting rifle on July 8, 2017. A 
rising senior at South Greene 
High School who had plans to 
become a welder, Banther has 
been remembered for his faith, 
work ethic and compassion for 
others.

On Monday, his parents, 
Jen and BJ Gray, announced 
the launch of a new nonprofit 
foundation to support the pro-
grams they have been doing in 
his name. Announcement of 
the BHP Foundation — an ac-
ronym for Blaine, Hannah and 

Paisley, honoring Banther, his 
sister and niece — came on the 
two-year anniversary of his 
death.

The family’s community out-
reach began with a scholarship 
fund at SGHS in Banther’s 
name.

The first award went to 

‘Get Up, Get Out, Give Back’
New Foundation Uses Community Outreach To Honor Late SGHS Student

Blaine Banther
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Jen and BJ Gray, parents of Blaine Banther, announced the forma-

tion of BHP Foundation and its mission to “get up, get out and give 

back” on the second anniversary of the South Greene High School 

student’s death.

Sewer Rehab Continues
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Following the Independence Day holiday, work resumed on a sewer rehabilitation project along Tusculum Boulevard on Tuesday, rounding 

the corner near Walters State Community College, approaching North Main Street. Construction of two remaining sections of the sewer 

system, replacing a 100-year-old line, should be complete in another two to three weeks, Greeneville Water Department Engineer Eric 

Frye said. Traffic has been rerouted at the corner of Grove Street and Tusculum Boulevard, and vehicles are not permitted to turn right 

onto Tusculum Boulevard from Main Street or North College Street. The public is encouraged to use Grove Street as a detour.
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