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Tonight — Heavy rain, patchy fog. Low around 68.

Saturday — Patchy fog, T-storms. High around 89.

Sunday — T-storms likely. High around 84.

Monday — T-storms likely. High around 84.

Tuesday — T-storms likely. High around 83.
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NEW 2020
 Toyota 4Runner SR5 4x4

 LEASE FOR

$378/MO
FOR 36 MONTHS*STK: 20564

*Lease a new 2020 Toyota 4Runner for just $378 a month 36 Month closed end lease on 4runner 2020-8664. $0 due at signing, customer capitalized cost reduction of $25,179, security deposit of $0, and assumes $1,500 rebate direct from Toyota is applied to due at signing. Lease vehicle includes the following optional equipment: 50 
State Emissions, Premium Audio, All Weather Mats and Keep it Wild Saving. $37,851.10 adjusted capitalized cost assumes dealer participation, which may vary. MSRP $40,369 includes destination charge. Your payment may vary depending on final price. Base monthly payment of $378 does not include tax. Plus tax, tag, registration 
fee, title and includes $599 processing fee. Dealer fees included. Excludes $350 disposition fee due at lease end. Lessee pays maintenance, excess wear and tear and $0.20 per mile charge for all mileage over 10,000 miles per year (low mileage lease). Lease end purchase option $26,643. Available to qualified customers through US 
Bank. Not all customers will qualify. Delivery must be taken from dealer stock between 07/7/2020 and 08/03/2020 and is subject to availability.
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BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

The Greeneville Police 
Department cautions the 
public about unsolicited 
seed packets apparently 
mailed from China to some 
local residents.

“This is possibly some 
sort of attempt to harm the 
environment. Do not plant 
the seeds. The (Tennessee) 

Department of Agriculture 
is handling the situation 
with the seeds,” a post 
on the Greeneville police 
Facebook age said.

In recent days, officials 
in at least 27 states have 
asked residents to report 
receiving unsolicited seed 
packages that appear to 
have been sent from China. 
They warn the seeds may 
be invasive or otherwise 

harmful.
The Tennessee Depart-

ment of Agriculture has 
been contacted by resi-
dents who received seeds 
in the mail that they did 
not order. It advises resi-
dents not to plant or even 
handle the seeds.

“The seeds appear to 
have been shipped from 
China, and in some cases, 
the envelopes are labeled 

jewelry or beads,” accord-
ing to the Department of 
Agriculture.

“While we have no rea-
son at this time to suspect 
that these seeds were sent 
with ill intention, we want 
to take every precaution 
to be sure an invasive or 
otherwise threatening 
plant species doesn’t take 
hold here,” state Agricul-
ture Commissioner Charlie 

Hatcher said.
Hatcher said that im-

ported plant materials “go 
through rigorous testing 
and inspection to ensure 
they are not carrying any 
plant disease or pests and 
do not pose any threat to 
health and environment.”

There is no evidence so 
far to indicate the unsolicit-
ed seeds have gone through 
appropriate inspection, or 

if they are even the type of 
seed they are labeled to be, 
Hatcher said.

He said U.S. Department 
of Agriculture officials 
believe the seeds may be 
a “brushing scam,” where 
people receive unsolicited 
items from a seller who 
then posts false customer 
reviews to boost sales.

GPD: Caution Urged With Seed Packets From China

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

The Greene County Board 
of Zoning Appeals on Tuesday 
denied requests related to the 
placement of a cell tower off of 
Stone Dam Road.

The board upheld a decision 
by the Greene County Build-
ing and Planning Office not to 
permit use of an “engineered 
fall zone” to meet cell tower 
setback requirements for the 
proposed project.

The board also denied a fur-
ther request for front, left side 
and right side setback varianc-
es for the cell tower.

The cell tower was proposed 
by Verizon Wireless for proper-
ty owned by Gary and Laura 
Smith at 435 Stone Dam Road. 
A large part of the parcel sits 

off the roadway and is current-
ly undeveloped.

The decision to deny the use 
of the engineered fall zone to 
meet setback requirements 
was based on two sections of 
the Greene County Zoning 
Resolution.

The regulations require that 
the minimum distance from 
the base of a cell tower to any 
adjacent property, interior lot 
lines and street right-of-way 
shall be at least equivalent to 
the height of the tower plus 25 
feet. The proposed tower was 
to be 160 feet fall, which would 
require a setback of 185 feet.

The engineered clear zone 
is addressed in regulations 
about structures inside the 
setback requirement area. No 
structures are allowed inside 
that area except for support 

buildings for the tower.
However, if a licensed engi-

neer submits a certified plan 
or letter that a clear fall zone 
is less than setback require-
ments, the regulations do 
allow property owners to place 
structures outside the clear 
fall zone. A clear or engineered 
fall zone is the area calculated 
to include the base of a tower 
that would not fall in a wind 
or other event and the upper 
portion of the tower that would 
fold over or collapse.

The Board of Zoning Appeals 
agreed with the Building 
Official’s interpretation that 
the intent of the regulations 
was to provide the fall zone for 
placement of structures within 
the setback area and that the 
setbacks are meant to diminish 
the noise and visual impact 

from a tower in addition to 
providing protection to adjoin-
ing properties from the danger 
of a falling tower.

Verizon’s position was that 
the engineered fall zone could 
be used to provide setbacks 
that would meet requirements. 
Using the fall zone, they argued 
the setbacks can be decreased 
to almost 147 feet in the front, 
almost 160 feet on the right 
side and 143 feet on the left.

The related variance request 
was also denied. In lengthy dis-
cussions, it appeared that other 
locations on the property could 
be used for the tower.

In other business, the board 
granted a front yard setback 
variance for the Sherry Myers 
property at 35 Doak Hensley 

Greene County Board Of Zoning 
Appeals Denies Cell Tower Requests

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Greene County recorded an in-
crease in new coronavirus cases for 
the eighth straight day on Thursday.

Eight new cases were record-
ed locally, bringing total cases of 
COVID-19 in the county to 324 
during the pandemic, according to 
Thursday’s update from the Tennes-
see Department of Health.

Active cases now total 191, up 
seven from Wednesday. Another 
Greene Countian was added to the 
number of those identified as re-
covered from the virus, now at 128, 
according to the state report.

One person in Greene County was 
hospitalized with the virus in the 
24-hour period covered in the state 
report. Twenty-one people locally 
have required hospital care due to 
the virus since the pandemic began.

The last day that no new cases 
were recorded in Greene County was 
July 22, one of three days in July 
thus far in which no new cases were 
added. The other two were July 1 
and July 12, according to data from 
the state. On July 1, Greene County 
had a total of 85 coronavirus cases, 
and now has had 239 more.

For the past two weeks, Greene 
County is averaging just under 
10 new cases a day. The state has 
recommended that long term care 
facilities not allow visitors if their 
communities are averaging more 
than 10 new cases per day for a two-
week period. Earlier this week, the 
county was over that threshold.

According to state data, the age 
group with the most cases in Greene 
County are those between 41 and 50, 
with 69 cases reported. There have 
been 64 cases recorded for people in 
the 21-30 age group.

Two groups have each had 38 cas-
es: ages 11-20 and 51-60, according 
to the state data. Thirty-three people 
between 31-40 have been diagnosed 
with the virus as well as 32 individu-
als between 61-70 years of age. Cases 
of children 10 years and younger to-
tal 22, with 21 cases for those 71-80. 
Seven people 81 or older have tested 
positive for the illness.

Local Virus  
Cases Increase 

For Eighth 
Straight Day

BREWING STORMS

SUN PHOTO BY CICELY BABB

Storm clouds gather over Greeneville. After a stormy Thursday night that produced about an inch of rain in Greene County, the National 

Weather Service predicts more thunderstorms and heavy rain Friday and says storms are likely throughout the weekend.
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