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INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Rain possible, patchy fog. Low around 53.

Wednesday — T-storms, patchy fog. High around 67.

Thursday — Mostly sunny. High around 52.

Friday — Chance for rain. High around 50.

Saturday — Rain showers. High around 53.
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BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

For the first time since 
TBI crime laboratories 
started keeping detailed 
statistics, methamphet-
amine surpassed marijuana 
as the most-submitted drug 
in the state in 2019.

“Drug addiction contin-
ues to be a major issue in 
Tennessee, and I believe 
this sharp increase in 
methamphetamine has a 
connection to our state’s 

ongoing opioid epidemic,” 
TBI Director David Rausch 
said in a news release.

“Drug abusers often 
flow from depressants to 
stimulants and back again. 
As more people struggle 
with opioid addiction 
many of them will – with 
time – seek out stimulants 
like methamphetamine. 
Unfortunately, those who 
run drug operations, often 
based outside the United 
States, know there’s an 
increased demand here, 

Rausch said. “Alongside 
our local, state, and federal 
partners, we’ll keep doing 
what we can to dismantle 
these operations, but we’d 
also urge anyone struggling 
with drug problems to get 
help before addiction costs 
you your life.”

TBI’s crime laboratories 
in Knoxville, Memphis and 
Nashville received a total of 
9,795 submissions of mar-
ijuana in 2019, compared 

Meth Now Most-Submitted Drug At TBI Labs

SPECIAL TO THE SUN/DTF

The 3rd Judicial Drug 

Task Force and FBI 

arrested and charged 

two from Georgia in 

2017 with posses-

sion of 2.2 pounds of 

methamphetamine 

and sale of the drug to 

an undercover agent in 

Greeneville.

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Although there will be only 
one local office on the ballot 
for the March presidential 
preference primary, the Au-
gust ballot will include county 
school board candidates and 
elections in three municipal-
ities.

The county primary for the 
assessor of property position 
will be on the ballot March 3. 
Only one candidate has qual-
ified to appear on that ballot, 
incumbent Chuck Jeffers, who 
will appear in the Republican 
primary.

In the county general elec-
tion Aug. 6, he will be joined 
on the ballot by candidates 
for the Greene County Board 
of Education in the 2nd and 
7th school board districts. 

Currently, Tommy Cobble 
serves on the school board 
from the 2nd District. School 
Board Chairman Rick Tipton 
represents the 7th district.

Coinciding with the August 
county general election will 
be municipal elections in 
Baileyton, Greeneville and 
Mosheim.

The first day that the Elec-
tion Commission will issue 
petitions to qualify to run as a 
candidate in either the school 
board or municipal election 
races is Feb. 3. The qualifying 
deadline is April 2.

On Jan. 7, the Greene 
County Election Commission 
approved a call for the three 
municipal elections in August. 
The call is a formal step in 
the requirements to hold the 
municipal elections. A similar 
call will be considered later 

this year for the Tusculum 
municipal election in Novem-
ber, which will coincide with 
the presidential, federal and 
state elections.

Five offices will be deter-
mined in the Greeneville 
municipal election, according 
to the Election Commission. 
On the ballot will be the may-
or, an at-large position, and 
two aldermen and two school 
board members from the 2nd 
Ward. Incumbents include 
Mayor W.T. Daniels and 2nd 
Ward Aldermen Scott Bul-
lington and Jeff Taylor. Jerry 
Anderson and Cindy Luttrell 
are currently representing the 
2nd Ward on the Greeneville 
Board of Education.

Four offices will be chosen 
in the Baileyton election — 
mayor, two full-term alder-
men and an alderman to fill 

an unexpired term, according 
to the Election Commission. 
The incumbents are Mayor 
Tommy Casteel and aldermen 
Kenneth Bailey and David 
Shell.

Michael Starnes is currently 
serving in the alderman seat 
for which a candidate to fill 
his unexpired term will be 
sought in the election. By the 
time of the election, it is ex-
pected that Starnes will have 
moved his residence from the 
area he represents, according 
to the Election Commission.

In Mosheim, three offices 
will be on the ballot — the 
mayor, a 1st Ward alderman 
and 2nd Ward alderman. 
Filling those offices currently 
are Mayor Tommy Gregg, 1st 
Ward Alderman Dave Long 
and Second Ward Alderman 
James Foshie.

County School Board, Municipal  
Elections To Be On August Ballot

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

An appeal has been filed with the U.S. 
Court of Appeals in a lawsuit alleging a 
conflict of interest between the govern-
ing boards of Ballad Health and East 
Tennessee Physicians and Associates 
that was dismissed in December 2019 a 
federal judge.

The appeal with the U.S. Court of 
Appeals Sixth Circuit in Cincinnati that 
covers Tennessee was filed Friday by 
Greeneville lawyer Francis X. Santore 
Jr. on behalf of 10 plaintiffs, all residents 
of Sullivan and Washington counties. 
The lawsuit dismissed last month claims 
that a conflict of interest between the 
governing boards could be detrimental 
to health care market competition.

Two motions to dismiss were granted 
Dec. 10 by Senior U.S. District Judge 
Curtis J. Collier “for lack of subject-mat-
ter jurisdiction,” a judgment order said.

Santore declined in an email to elabo-
rate on the reasoning behind the appeal, 
but issued a statement.

“We will continue to have no comment 
about this case, even though freed from 
the restraints of the Local Rules of the 
Eastern District,” Santore wrote, “except 
for the following comment:

“The late Hall of Fame (baseball) 
catcher, Yogi Berra, once famously said, 
‘It ain’t over ’til it’s over.’

“The fight that these brave clients of 
mine, who are standing alone against the 
largest medical monopoly in the United 
States, an octopus that has shut down 
hospitals and clinics, raised prices for 
necessary medical services, sued poor 
people for money when they have naught 
but a spoonful of gruel in their bowl, 
and, most shockingly, paid off local and 
state leaders — some of whom now seek 
to run for Congress — to do its bidding, 
is not over … by a long shot,” Santore 
wrote.

“We will continue to utilize all legal 
means necessary through our courts, 
and pray for redress therein,” Santore 
concluded.

Ballad Health denies the allegations 
raised in the lawsuit and stands by a 
brief statement issued in December after 
Collier’s dismissal of the civil action.

“We are pleased the court agreed with 
our argument and dismissed this law-
suit,” it said.

FILED IN APRIL 2019

The antitrust lawsuit was filed in April 
2019 in federal court by Santore. It 
claims the current makeup of the boards 
amounts to “interlocking directorates” 
with clear conflicts of interest, and asked 
the court to change the makeup of the 
Ballad Health Board of Directors.

Lawsuit defendants include 

Ballad 

Health 

Lawsuit 

Appeal Filed

Enjoying A Drink On A 
Warm Afternoon

SUN PHOTO BY EUGENIA ESTES 

The weekend rains freshened the waters for this horse, which was captured turning a curious eye toward the camera after enjoying 

drink from Sinking Creek at the intersection of Edens and Ripley Island roads Monday afternoon. The uncommonly warm weather is to 

continue, according to the National Weather Service, as high temperatures in the 60s are expected for a few more days before return-

ing to more seasonal temperatures in the 50s for the latter part of the week.

SEE LAWSUIT, PAGE 7A

SEE METH, PAGE 7A


