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Obituaries on 10A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Mostly clear. Low around 66.

Wednesday — Patchy fog, then sunny. High around 91.

Thursday — Patchy fog, then sunny. High around 92.

Friday — Sunny, isolated storms. High around 92.

Saturday — Isolated storms, rain. High around 88.
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BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

August was drier than 
normal for Greene Coun-
ty, and continuing dry 
conditions are contributing 
to the near-record heat 
forecast for the remainder 
of the week.

Greene County’s weather 
has been dominated by 
high pressure systems that 
have led to the drier condi-
tions, according to National 
Weather Service Meteorol-
ogist Andrew Moulton at 
the Morristown office.

“When the atmosphere 
is drier, we are going to 
get higher temperatures 
such as the ones we will be 

getting in the next week or 
so,” Moulton said. “We are 
going to see above normal 
temperatures, some near 
record highs, for the next 
week or so.”

Tuesday’s high is to 
be near 89 under most-
ly cloudy skies with the 
thermometer to top out at 
91 for Wednesday through 
Friday, according to the 
National Weather Service 
forecast. Saturday’s high is 
forecast to be 88 with the 
temperature falling slightly 
on Sunday to 85.

Only slight possibilities 
of precipitation are in 
the forecast Wednesday 
through Sunday with the 
greatest opportunity on 

Saturday, when there is a 
40% chance of showers and 
thunderstorms.

Since late July, the 
weather has been drier 
than normal, although the 
hotter temperatures may 
feel more pleasant because 
there is less humidity, 
Moulton said.

“We have hit a drier 
spell,” he said. “Fall is 
typically our driest season 
of the year, but dry weather 
has hit a little earlier than 
usual. Most people are see-
ing it in their lawns, which 
may be turning brown. 
Grass and vegetation prefer 
the humidity.”

Dry Conditions Adding To Scorching Heat
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Geese at Hardin Park enjoy the shade beside the pond on a recent sunny, hot afternoon. 

Continuing dry conditions are contributing to high temperatures forecast to be around 90 

degrees for the remainder of the week, according to the National Weather Service.

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

Larry Edward Thomas faces 
charges of murder and homicide 
by vehicle in Georgia. That fact 
did not stop Senior U.S. District 
Judge J. Ronnie Greer from 
imposing a 200-month prison 
sentence on the 51-year-old 
Mosheim man Monday for meth-
amphetamine and firearms-relat-
ed offenses committed in Greene 
County in 2015.

Meth-related cases now 
comprise about 60 percent of 
Greer’s caseload, the judge said in 
sentencing Thomas, who entered 
into a plea agreement last year 
with federal prosecutors and later 
tried to withdraw the guilty plea. 
Thomas’ request for a federal 
court trial was recently denied.

Thomas was convicted in feder-
al court on charges of conspiracy 
to deliver at least 150 but less 
than 500 grams of methamphet-
amine, along with possession of 
an illegal firearm that had not 
been registered.

While the quantity of meth 
Thomas was convicted of possess-
ing is relatively small compared 
to amounts other defendants are 
charged with having, Greer made 
it clear that all dealers of the 
highly addictive drug are wreak-
ing havoc throughout the Eastern 
District of Tennessee.

“What we got here is a whole 
slew of methamphetamine cases,” 
Greer told Thomas at sentencing. 
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Larry Edward Thomas

Classics Cruise, Fly To 
Greeneville Airport
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Classic cars and airplanes drew a crowd Saturday at the Fly-In and Cruise-In at the Greeneville Municipal Airport. Organizers from Experimental 

Aircraft Associatio Chapter No. 1355 that hosted the event and the Ridge Runners car club, which participated, were both pleased with both 

the number of people displaying as well as the crowd of people who came out to see the classic machines. More than 50 classic, rare and cus-

tomized cars were on display, including a 1911 Model T and two Shelby Cobras, including one being inspected by onlookers in the foreground, 

beside a Chevrolet Corvette. Among aircraft on display were a World War II-era fighter plane and a gyrocopter. Rides in a biplane and helicop-

ter were also available during the event.

BY O.J. EARLY
SUN CONTRIBUTOR

The climb to the top of the Blackstack Cliffs, which 
offer matchless views of southern Greene County, 
isn’t all that challenging.

Dozens of visitors each year have their photo 
snapped atop a swimming hole in the Lower Paint 
Creek Recreation Area.

Plenty of folks spend time playing in and around 
picturesque Margarette Falls.

The backcountry, however, is no theme park.
As autumn approaches – and thousands get ready 

to journey into the woods to view fall foliage – forest 
officials urge the public to remember that danger 
sometimes accompanies breathtaking mountain 
terrain.

“Your national forests are places of beauty and en-
joyment. They offer unique outdoor experiences for 
many people,” said the Cherokee National Forest’s 
Terry McDonald. “To ensure that your visit to the 
great outdoors is enjoyable and memorable always 

Have Fun – But Stay Safe – In The Mountains
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As autumn approaches and many prepare to journey into woods throughout Greene 

County, forest officials are reminding the public of dangers that can be associated 

with mountain terrain. SEE THOMAS, PAGE 11ASEE MOUNTAINS, PAGE 11A

SEE HEAT, PAGE 11A


