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Today — Rain. High around 50.
Sunday — Mostly sunny. High around 40.
Monday — Mostly sunny. High around 32.
Tuesday — Sunny. High around 35.
Wednesday — Mostly sunny. High around 46.
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SPORTS: 
Knights And Rebels 

Split In Hoops Action. 
1B

XXX: 
Gina Furtado 

Project Returns 
To The Capitol. 4A
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Lynn Hope Towing is family owned and operated. We off er 
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BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

A resolution opposing refugee 
resettlement locally is on the 
agenda to be considered Tuesday 
by the Greene County Commis-
sion.

Moved to Tuesday due to the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday, 
the meeting will begin at 6 p.m. 
in the Criminal Courtroom on the 
top floor of the Greene County 
Courthouse.

The commission is set to con-
sider a resolution that seeks for 

Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee to inform 
federal resettlement agencies 
which maintain operations in the 
state that “they may not place ar-
riving refugees in non-consenting 
counties, including specifically 
Greene County.”

It was unclear Friday what 

effect a federal judge’s ruling this 
week blocking President Donald 
Trump’s policy of allowing local 
jurisdictions to refuse the settle-
ment of refugees might have on 
the resolution.

According to U.S. law, a refu-
gee is defined as a person who is 

unable or unwilling to return to 
his or her home country because 
of a well-founded fear of persecu-
tion due to such factors as race, 
membership in a particular social 
group, political opinion, religion 

Commissioners May Wade Into Refugee Debate
Resolution On Agenda For Tuesday’s Meeting Seeks To Block Resettlement In Greene County

With Martin Luther 
King Day just ahead, 
the timing seems 
good to write about a 

particular African-American man, 
and one of his sons, both of them 
influential musicians more of their 
fellow Tennesseans should know.

The older, more famous one was 
called the Harmonica Wizard, and 
he’s been in the Country Music 
Hall of Fame since 2005. His name 
was DeFord Bailey. Without him, 
the harmonica might have had far 
less a presence in country music 
than it has through the years.

Born at the very end of the 19th 
century, DeFord Bailey lived until 
1982. I never saw him during his 
lifetime, but have heard old re-
cordings of his harmonica playing 
and seen him on YouTube. My dad 
told me about DeFord Bailey when 
I was growing up. My father’s 
eclectic musical tastes ranged 
from early country music through 
Debussy.

DeFord had a namesake son, 
DeFord Bailey Jr., whom I did see 
perform on television many years 
ago, though at the time I didn’t 
realize his identity.

When I was a Middle Tennessee 
kid in the 1960s, the television sta-
tions we saw came out of Nashville. 
One station aired a syndicated late-
night music-and-dance program 
called “Night Train,” featuring 
what at the time was usually called 
soul music and rhythm & blues, 
performed by live musicians.

The program originated out of 
Nashville’s WLAC studios. These 
days the show is cited as helping 
lay groundwork for the bigger and 
better-known “Soul Train,” which 
came along a few years later.

What lingers in my memory 

Polio & Jim 
Crow Couldn’t 

Defeat 
DeFord Bailey

CLIPS TO KEEP
CAMERON JUDD

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

The flow of methamphet-
amine continues unabated 
from a pipeline that begins in 
Mexico, passes through major 
cities like Atlanta and finds its 
way to Northeast Tennessee, 
members of the Greene County 
Anti-Drug Coalition were told 
Thursday.

Coalition members heard a 
presentation called “Drugs 101” 
focusing on the meth crises 
from sheriff’s Lt. Nick Milligan 
during its monthly meeting 
at the Greene County Health 
Department.

Milligan offered an overview 
of the situation that included a 
history of meth use in Greene 
County, its origins and use in 
World War II, and the current 
threat the highly addictive drug 

poses to young people.
Until Mexican drug cartels 

took over manufacture and 
distribution of nearly-pure 
quantities of meth in recent 
years, the primary challenge to 
law enforcement was locating 
out-of-the-way meth labs oper-
ated by locals who obtained the 
volatile chemicals necessary to 
make the drug.

Explosions and fires asso-
ciated with highly flammable 
materials used in meth cooking 
operations were not uncom-
mon, Milligan told about 30 
coalition members on hand for 
the presentation.

Meth labs eventually fell 
out of favor and gave way to 
a method of making the drug 
that could be completed in a 
large soda bottle. But with the 
flood of high-quality Mexican 
meth coming into the area, 

the “shake and bake” method 
has also largely disappeared, 
Milligan said.

“We used to have meth labs. 
No more. (Mexican meth) is 
better and it’s cheaper,” Milli-
gan said.

Kenneth Bailey Jr., General 
Sessions and Juvenile courts 
judge, asked Milligan to ex-
plain how people use the drug.

He said meth is smoked, 
snorted or injected.

The longer someone takes 
the drug, the more likely they 
are to use a needle to inject 
it to get a better high, added 
Craig Duncan, director of the 
3rd Judicial District Drug Task 
Force. Duncan and Sheriff 
Wesley Holt also answered 
questions from coalition mem-
bers.

“They smoke it, and after a 
while they’re snorting it, and 

that’s not good enough and 
then they inject it,” Duncan 
said.

There is strong profit 
incentive for some to sell the 
drug despite harsh penalties. 
Bailey said he recently had two 
19-year-olds in court who were 
making about $100,000 a year.

“It’s unreal,” he said.
The contrast between profits 

and lifestyles can be stark 
among those who use and sell 
methamphetamine.

“They will live in a house you 
wouldn’t let a dog live in and 
have $10,000 in a shoebox,” 
Milligan said.

Once someone gets high on 
meth, they have to increase 
the amount taken in order to 
achieve the same effect.

“As long as you do it, the 

The Meth Menace
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Members of the Greene County Sheriff’s Department and 3rd Judicial District Drug Task Force attended Thursday’s meeting of the Greene 
County Anti-Drug Coalition to discuss the area’s methamphetamine epidemic. The DTF allowed coalition members to inspect a bag containing 
about six ounces of meth that was part of a previously prosecuted case. At left is Jeannie Woolsey, coordinated school health supervisor of 
Greeneville City Schools. Looking on is Dana Wilds, business development specialist of the Greene County Partnership.

Coalition Members Hear About Methamphetamine’s Flow Into Greene County
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