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Obituaries on 8A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Mostly cloudy. Low around 29.

Wednesday — Mostly sunny. High around 47.

Thursday — Chance for rain. High around 50.

Friday — Rain showers. High around 62.

Saturday — Chance for rain. High around 46.
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I enjoy a glass of wine each night 
for its health benefits. The other 

glasses are for my wi� y comebacks 
and flawless dance moves.
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BY CICELY BABB
STAFF WRITER

When Greenevillians visit 

Hawaii, a first-hand look 
inside the town’s namesake 
fast-attack nuclear subma-
rine might be a particular 
highlight of the trip.

Debra Helton said when 
she and her family — hus-
band Jim and children 
Noah, Ashton and Seth — 
went to Hawaii for vacation 
with her brother-in-law 
and his family, the USS 
Greeneville was docked at 
Pearl Harbor for mainte-
nance and the family were 
allowed on board.

“As we toured the sub-

marine we got to witness 
just how well trained and 
dedicated that the sailors 
that man these submarines 
are,” Helton said.

Helton said the crew 
members were “very 
friendly, welcoming and 
professional” and that she 
and her family enjoyed 
meeting them.

“It’s just amazing what 
they actually do on the 
ship, and everyone has a 
special part,” Helton said. 
“Everyone was very nice 
and told us a little bit about 
what they were doing.”

Helton said what sur-
prised her most was seeing 
just how small the interior 

of the submarine is and 
that the crew all share one 
washer and dryer.

The Heltons’ older 
son Seth, who joined his 
family for the trip, is in the 
Navy, so Helton said she 
had been on board other 
ships in the past, but not 
a submarine like the USS 
Greeneville.

Helton said Seth, a 
graduate of West Greene 
High School, was on his 
first deployment this time 
last year.

“On the ships you can 
at least have two people 
walking down the hallway 

Helton Family Visits USS Greeneville In Hawaii

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE SUN

From left: Jim, Seth, Noah, Ashton and Debra Helton pose for a photo after their tour of the 

USS Greeneville in Pearl Harbor.

BY KIMBERLEE KRUESI
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Ten-
nessee will soon begin offering a new 
concealed carry-only handgun permit 
that doesn’t require an applicant to 
demonstrate the ability to fire a weap-
on.

Under the new handgun law, a 
permit to carry a concealed hand-
gun could be obtained after online 
training of at least 90 minutes. The 
current handgun carry permits, to 
be known as “enhanced handgun 
carry permits,” would still remain an 
option. Those permits require eight 
hours of in-person training with live 
firing required — a testing procedure 
that critics say is time-consuming and 
burdensome.

The National Rifle Association’s 
legislative arm backed the new 
measure. But the Tennessee Firearm 
Association opposed it, contend-
ing that other states may refuse to 
acknowledge Tennessee’s existing 
handgun carry permits or only the 
new ones. The group also said adding 
the permit could get in the way of its 
goal of permitless carry.

While the bill was being debated 
during the 2019 legislative session, 
Democratic lawmakers criticized 
the bill for its lax rules and testing 
requirements.

At one point, Senate Minority 
Leader Jeff Yarbro, a Democrat from 
Nashville, said he was able to skip an 
online training course’s videos and 
finish while the legislative committee 
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BY O.J. EARLY
SUN CONTRIBUTOR

T
he high temperature on Christ-
mas Day was about 15 degrees 
above normal.

A fall drought, intensified by 
a scorching heat wave, established eight 
new single-day temperature record highs 
in September.

This June stands as the second wettest 
in that month’s recorded history.

The flooding that came in February – a 
weather event the region still hasn’t fully 
financially recovered from – damaged 
numerous roads and punished farmers. 

Across Greene County and East Tennes-
see, these events were part of an occasion-
ally extreme 2019.

LOOKING BACK AT 2019

Greene County is set to end 2019 
around 1.5 feet above the yearly average 
for precipitation. About 60 inches of 
rain and snow have fallen in the county 
over the last 12 months, records from the 
University of Tennessee AgResearch and 
Education Center at Greeneville and the 
National Weather Service show. The norm 
in Greene County is about 42 inches.

The year started on a rainy note. The UT 

Center recorded almost 17 inches of pre-
cipitation from Jan. 1 through the end of 
March. For that same period, the histori-
cal average is about 10 inches.

February was especially wet. Then, the 
county received more than 8 inches of 
rain, twice the normal amount.

Soaring temperatures and limited 
precipitation near summer’s end replaced 
winter and spring rain, triggering a flash 
drought in late August. The U.S. Drought 
Monitor listed almost all of Greene Coun-
ty in a severe drought, a category that 
usually means crop and pasture losses, 

2019 SETS NEW  

WEATHER RECORDS

What’s In Store For 2020? 
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Flood waters move toward homes near the 2500 block of Blue Springs Parkway in February, which saw twice the normal amount of rain in 

2019. Overall, about 60 inches of rain fell on Greene County in 2019. The historical annual average is 42 inches.
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