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INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Mostly clear. Low around 43.

Thursday — Sunny. High around 71.

Friday — Partly sunny. High around 78.

Saturday — Partly sunny. High around 80.

Sunday — Chance for rain. High around 70.
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Call and give us your order. You can pick up prescriptions, 
personal care items, household and convenience items at 

our everyday low prices! We are here to help!

We are here and working hard to meet    
 your essential shopping needs!

Customers May Text or Call 423-588-5099

BY CICELY BABB
STAFF WRITER

School systems across 
the state heard Tuesday 
that Governor Bill Lee 
now recommends they 
remain closed through 
April 24.

Both the Greene County 

and Greeneville School 
systems plan to contin-
ue meal services during 
the closure and continue 
working on plans for on-
line instruction.

Greene County Director 
of Schools David McLain 
sent a message Tuesday 
evening to county school 

students and families 
addressing the extended 
closure and changes to 
meal services.

McLain said that in ad-
dition to the meal services 
offered beginning Monday 
by the county school sys-
tem’s food service Chart-
wells, the school system is 

adding meal sites at Bai-
leyton Elementary School, 
6535 Horton Highway, 
and McDonald Elementa-
ry School, 8120 McDonald 
Road in Mohawk.

The operating hours at 
the added meal sites, be-
ginning Wednesday, will 
be 11 a.m.-noon.

Hours of operation at 
the originally designated 
sites South Greene High 
School, North Greene 
High School, Chuck-
ey-Doak Middle School 
and Mosheim Elementary 
School will be 10 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., also beginning 
Wednesday.

Addressing the attend-
ing school board members 
at the Greeneville City 
Board of Education meet-
ing Tuesday, Greeneville 
City Director of Schools 
Steve Starnes praised 
all parties involved with 

Lee Orders Schools Closed Through April 24
Local Systems Expanding Meal Services, Developing Learning Plans For Extended Closure

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Greene County has its fifth confirmed 
case of coronavirus, and Tusculum 
University has announced that five of 
its students have tested positive for the 
virus.

The new case was reported as part 
of the daily update provided by the 
Tennessee Department of Health about 
confirmed cases statewide Tuesday 
afternoon.

In the region, the Greene County case 
was the second new one reported by the 
State Department of Health. An addi-
tional case was reported in Washington 
County.

Tusculum University released a 
statement Tuesday evening that it had 
learned that “five students of ours have 
tested positive for the coronavirus. 
None of these students has been on 
the campus for several days. We are 
heartened the initial reports we have re-
ceived indicate students are doing well.”

It is not clear if the five Tusculum stu-
dents cases account for all the Greene 
County cases. At least three have been 
confirmed to be.

Tusculum has closed its residence 
halls. The statement said that with the 
amount of time since students have left 
campus, the university encourages its 
students, faculty and staff to continue 
precautions to reduce their risk and to 
continue to practice social distancing.

Earlier in the day, Ballad Health of-
ficials had reported 14 confirmed cases 
in the region it serves. This was prior 
to the state’s daily update and includ-
ed the previously known four cases in 
Greene County and six in Washington 
County as well as two in Sullivan Coun-
ty and two in Lee County in Southwest 
Virginia.

According to the State Department of 
Health report, there were 667 con-
firmed cases of the virus in Tennessee 
as of Tuesday afternoon, with two 

5th COVID-19 
Case Confirmed 

In Greene 
County

Ballad Health Proceeding 
With Testing Plans

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

A growing number of volun-
teers during the novel coro-
navirus pandemic are sharing 
with others while sheltering in 
place by creating face masks to 
be used by health care provid-
ers and their patients.

One group is coordinated 
by Jana Wills and her hus-
band, Mark Wills, dean of the 
Niswonger Campus of Walters 
State Community College in 
Greeneville.

Jana Wills, a Greenville 
Middle School teacher, said 
she got the idea to create the 
masks after seeing a post 
by a respiratory therapist in 
an Oklahoma hospital who 
called attention to the national 
shortage of protective medi-
cal equipment. Like-minded 
volunteers set to work creating 
a variety of designs that can be 
worn over the face as a protec-
tive measure.

“This is a whole communi-
ty effort. I’ve got all kinds of 
ladies helping me with this 
project,” Wills said Monday.

“This is a group for people 
in Greeneville and Greene 
County to network to sew face 
masks for our community 
health care workers and their 
patients,” Mark and Jana 
Wills wrote on a Facebook 
page created by Mark Wills 
called “The Greeneville Tailor 
Shop,” which can be accessed 
at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/3071248132905713/.

Mark Wills said the name of 
the group is a play on words 
referring to President Andrew 
Johnson, who called Green-
eville home and ran a tailor 
shop before achieving national 
prominence.

“Hi everyone, my wife and 
I launched our own little 
seamstress shop where we are 
making face masks for our 
community. The Greene Coun-
ty EMA office is the collection 
point for all these donations,” 
Mark Wills wrote. “I will be 
adding links to patterns, video 
instructions, etc. here in hope 
that the project can continue 
to grow.”

The Facebook page has a 
single focus: “Make Masks! 

Now get the dust off your 
machines and start sewing,” 
Wills wrote.

Between 300 and 500 masks 
had been created by volunteers 
by Tuesday, Jana Wills said.

DEMAND HIGH
The demand for the masks 

among healthcare workers 
and others in contact with the 
public during the pandemic is 
great, the Wills’ said.

“Our community has 
stepped forward,” said Jana 
Wills, who learned there is 
“an urgent need” locally for 

CARING CRAFTING
Local Volunteers Creating Face Masks For Medical Community

SPECIAL TO THE SUN/JANA WILLS

A colorful selection of facemasks are among those created by a volunteer group in Greene County 

coordinated by Mark and Jana Wills.

SEE MASKS, PAGE 7A

SEE SCHOOLS, PAGE 7A

SEE CASE, PAGE 6A


