
JAMES REED HARRISON
BILLY J. HAWK
HELEN MAUDE KEEBLER
ANITA MAE NICHOLS

BARBARA CARTER 
PALMER

CHRIS SCHMUTZLER

Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Storms, patchy fog. Low around 69.

Thursday — Storms, patchy fog. High around 86.

Friday — T-storms likely. High around 86.

Saturday — T-storms likely. High around 85.

Sunday — T-storms likely. High around 84.
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SPORTS: 
U.S. Women  

Advance To World 

Cup Final. 1B

ACCENT: 
Their Valor  

‘Finest Thing … This 

Side Of Heaven.’

An independent newspaper celebrating its 141st year of service to Greeneville and Greene County

Downtown Greeneville is 
a vision of red, white and 
blue this week, as dozens 
of American flags line Main 
Street in celebration of 
Independence Day.

This year Main Street: 
Greeneville partnered with 
Heritage Community Bank 
to provide 81 American 
flags for each of the avail-
able holders downtown. 
Heritage purchased the 
flags from the Greeneville 
Exchange Club and donat-
ed them to Main Street: 
Greeneville to be used 
throughout the year, a news 
release said.

“The American flag 
symbolizes our country’s 
heritage; As our name 
is Heritage Communi-
ty Bank, we display the 

same heritage our country 
offers to the community,” 
a news release said. “The 
downtown American flag 
donation is a way to give 
back to the community 
who have trusted Heritage 
Community Bank for the 
past 15 years.”

The bank is also offering 
an American flag kit for 
anyone who opens an ac-
count with them, whether 
it be home or office, the 
release said.

“We are happy with the 
contribution that Heritage 
Community Bank has made 
to both Main Street: Green-
eville and our community,” 
said Sarah Webster, Main 
Street: Greeneville board 
president. “We thank them 
for this partnership.”

Heritage Bank Provides Downtown With US Flags

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE SUN

Heritage Commu-

nity Bank donated 

81 American flags 

to line Main Street 

in celebration of 

Independence 

Day. Volunteers 

hanging flags 

included Heritage 

Community Bank 

employees Caro-

lyn McCarter, Kar-

en Lawing, LeAnn 

Dalton, Diane 

Daugherty and 

Trey Ricker, along 

with volunteers 

from the Main 

Street: Greeneville 

Inc. Board of 

Directors.

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

A workshop likely to be 
scheduled in the coming 
weeks will allow Green-
eville officials to gather 
with Greene County and 
other municipal leaders to 
review existing partner-
ships and discuss responsi-
bilities and future needs.

The Greeneville Board 

of Mayor and Aldermen 
on Tuesday directed that 
the workshop be scheduled 
as soon as possible as it 
weighs its response to a 16-
cent increase in the Greene 
County property tax rate 
only for landowners inside 
town limits.

“Needless to say, I am 
not too happy about that,” 
Mayor W.T. Daniels said 
about the tax increase 

during the board’s meeting 
Tuesday. “I would like to 
suggest and recommend 
that we set up a workshop 
and talk about the struc-
ture of within our rela-
tionships with the county 
and other municipalities. I 
think it will be good to get 
a better understanding of 
what our responsibilities 
are. It is important to get 
together in a workshop at-

mosphere to discuss these 
particulars.”

Many joint ventures 
between Greeneville and 
Greene County go back 
many years and may need 
to be revisited, Daniels 
said.

Partnerships include 
Greene County-Green-
eville Emergency Medical 
Services, Greene County 
911, Greeneville-Greene 

County Public Library and 
the Greene County Office 
of Emergency Management 
and Homeland Security, 
among others.

Other decades-old joint 
ventures have been aban-
doned in recent years, with 
the Town of Greeneville 
assuming sole oversight 
of what is now Greeneville 
Municipal Airport and pull-
ing out of its partnership 

with Greene County for 
custodianship over Kinser 
Park, situated on federal 
Tennessee Valley Authority 
land. A third-party manag-
er operates the park, with 
the county government 
providing oversight.

Invitations to the 
discussions are also ex-
pected to be extended to 

GREENEVILLE MAYOR AND ALDERMEN

Town Calls For Review Of Partnerships With County

Ahead of Fourth of July festivities, 
the Tennessee State Fire Marshal’s 
Office is reminding residents about the 
dangers associated with consumer fire-
works. The SFMO urges Tennesseans 
to leave the fireworks to the experts 
this Independence Day.

“Watching a fireworks display is a 
fun Fourth of July tradition for many 
Tennesseans,” said Tennessee De-
partment of Commerce and Insurance 
Interim Commissioner and State Fire 
Marshal Carter Lawrence. “To ensure 
you and your family have a fun and 
safe Independence Day, we encourage 
consumers to join other community 
members in attending public fireworks 
displays that are put on by licensed 
professionals.”

Shooting fireworks at home brings 
risks to lives, health, and property. Ac-
cording to the National Fire Protection 
Association, thousands of people, most 
often children and teens, are injured 
while using consumer fireworks each 
Fourth of July holiday.

According to Tennessee fire data, 
fireworks caused 419 unintended 
fires that resulted in over $1 million 
in property damage from 2014-2018. 
Additionally, one civilian injury and 
three firefighters were injured in 
fireworks-related accidents during the 
same time period.

If you choose to shoot fireworks 
yourself, familiarize yourself with local 
fireworks laws first. Several counties 
and cities in the Volunteer State have 

State Fire Marshal 
Encourages Public 
To Leave Fireworks 

To Experts

SEE FIREWORKS, PAGE 7A

F
inal preparations are underway for 
the Town of Greeneville’s seventh 
annual American Downtown Fourth 

of July celebration.
This year’s celebration will include the 

town’s first nighttime parade, and most 
festivities, including a diverse musical 
lineup, are moving to the newly complet-
ed amphitheater at the center of Walters 
State Community College’s Niswonger 
Center, town officials said.

Festivities begin at 2 p.m. Thursday 
with “4th of July Dash for DI” 5K race to 

benefit the educational program Destina-
tion Imagination. Live music will kick off, 
along with the opening of the kids zone 
and food vendors, at 3 p.m.

After a day of music, food and fun 
events, the American Downtown Fourth 
of July parade will begin at 9:15 p.m. A 
fireworks display at Greeneville High 
School will follow, a town news release 
said.

Organizers have been working closely 
with WSCC officials preparing the am-
phitheater to welcome the entire com-

munity and visitors for a day full of fun 
celebration, Amy Rose, the town’s public 
relations manager, said.

“We think this will be the perfect place 
to celebrate ‘American Downtown,’” Rose 
said. “There’s plenty of space for everyone 
to bring their chairs and listen to some 
great music, enjoy some delicious food, 
and cool off in the breezeway at the kids 
zone.”

The Computer Pros Kids Zone will be 

SEE REVIEW, PAGE 7A

AMERICAN DOWNTOWN

Ready For A Rockin’ Fourth

Organizers Excited For ‘American Downtown’ Night Parade, Updated Location

SUN FILE PHOTO

Members of Thrive Church play for the crowd from atop their float in the 2018 “American Downtown” Fourth of July parade. For the first 

time, the Town of Greeneville’s annual Independence Day celebration will feature a lighted nighttime parade, scheduled to step off from 

Towne Square Shopping Center Thursday at sunset, around 9:15 p.m.

SEE FOURTH, PAGE 7A


