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INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Partly cloudy. Low around 27.

Friday — Partly sunny. High around 47.

Saturday — Rain. High around 51.

Sunday — Mostly sunny. High around 41.

Monday — Mostly sunny. High around 36.
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BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

Elements of the Central Dispatch 
project are moving forward, members 
of the Greene County 911 Board of 
Directors were told Tuesday.

A Greene County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment deputy will join a Greenville po-
lice officer at 911 Dispatch on Feb. 5 and 
work cooperatively with dispatchers 
there, 911 Director Jerry Bird said.

Dispatchers continue to train with law 
enforcement officers to learn how calls 
are dispatched to first responders.

“It’s a learning process, just like when 
(Greeneville) officers came over,” said 
board Chairman Tim Ward, Greeneville 
police chief.

Like Greeneville police officers, sher-
iff’s deputies will familiarize themselves 
with technical and operational aspects 
of emergency dispatch as they work at 
911 headquarters at 111 Union St., Ward 
said.

“The process is going in the right 
direction. That’s the same thing it was 
with the police department,” Ward said. 
“The whole point is not to drop it on 
them. It is a gradual process.”

Additional dispatchers are also going 
to be hired soon, Bird said.

“We’re still headed in the right direc-
tion. Things are on the right track,” Bird 
said.

Kelley Dabbs, 911 training officer, said 
the agency is in the process of grading 
applicants for full-time dispatcher 
positions.

All 911 dispatchers will have access 
to National Crime Information Center 
information when central dispatch is 
implemented, but law enforcement offi-
cers will disseminate all NCIC informa-
tion, Ward said.

Dabbs and other dispatchers are 
going beyond the call of duty to assist in 
the process, he added.

“Police dispatchers have been helping 
us in our time of need, and we’ve been 
helping them as well,” Bird said.

Equipment to complete the transition 
is already in place. An addition to the 
911 Dispatch building was completed in 
2018.

Up to eight full-time dispatchers 
will be hired in 2020 to accommodate 
additional 911 calls, including up to four 
new hires early this year, Bird said in 
December.

A funding formula to pay salaries and 

Sheriff’s  
Deputies To  
Join GPD At  
911 Dispatch

SEE 911, PAGE 6A

BY MICHAEL BIESECKER, MARY 
CLARE JALONICK AND ERIC TUCKER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) — A close as-
sociate of President Donald Trump’s 
personal lawyer says he delivered an 
ultimatum in May to the incoming 
president of Ukraine that no senior 
U.S. officials would attend his inau-
guration and all American aid to the 
war-torn country would be withheld 
if an investigation into Joe Biden 
wasn’t announced.

Lev Parnas, an associate of Rudy 
Giuliani, made several potential-
ly explosive claims in a televised 
interview Wednesday night with 

Giuliani Associate: Trump Had 
Knowledge Of Ukraine Pressure
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In this Dec. 2, 2019, file photo, Lev Parnas arrives at court in New York. 

Parnas, a close associate of President Donald Trump’s personal lawyer, Rudy 

Giuliani, has provided a trove of text messages and photos to the House com-

mittee leading the impeachment inquiry.

Eastman Credit Union 
purchased 2.5 acres Tues-
day from Bewley Proper-
ties Inc. to build a second 
ECU branch at 845 W. 
Andrew Johnson Highway 
next to Aubrey’s restaurant 
in the Towne Crossing 
development area.

A preliminary site plan 
for the new branch was 
approved by the Green-
eville Regional Planning 
Commission at its Tuesday 
meeting.

According to the site 
plan, the new branch is 

to be housed in a rough-
ly 5,000-square-foot 
brick building similar in 
appearance to Eastman 
Credit Union’s other 
branches. It will have 70 
parking spaces, and access 
to the new branch will be 
provided through drive-
ways connecting to Banks 
Street and a private drive 
running between the lot 
and Aubrey’s.

A representative of 
ECU said on Wednesday 

Eastman Credit Union To 
Build Second Greeneville 
Branch At Towne Crossing

SEE BRANCH, PAGE 6ASEE PRESSURE, PAGE 7A

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

T
he Niswonger Foun-
dation is settling into 
its new home as 2020 
begins following 18 

months of renovations that 
have recaptured the stateli-
ness of what was once one of 
Greeneville’s most distinctive 
houses.

Reconstruction of the front 
porch, walkway construction 
and landscaping were the ex-
terior indications of the work 
that began in 2018 at 223 N. 
Main St. and just a fraction of 
the efforts to recover some of 
its original appearance while 
creating a functional office en-
vironment for the Niswonger 
Foundation.

Staff began to use offices in 
the renovated building in the 
latter part of 2019, “but it was 
not until around Christmas 
that it began to feel like we 
were home,” said Nancy Dish-
ner, president and CEO of the 
Niswonger Foundation. “We 
hosted an event in December 
… and it just felt like we were 

home.”
However, not all the work is 

completed for the new home 
of the foundation, founded in 
2001 by Greeneville busi-
nessman and philanthropist 
Scott Niswonger to support 
education through a variety of 
programs that provide addi-
tional resources for students 
and training for teachers.

A few more minor additions 
are to be made to the interior, 
Dishner said, and a carriage 
house is to be constructed at 
the rear of the house.

Landscaped gardens are to 
be planted once the weather 
warms behind the house, as 
well. An employee parking 
area is also to be paved at the 
back of the property.

“We look forward to wel-
coming the community to see 
the offices,” she said. “We plan 
to have an open house later in 
the year after the gardens and 
carriage house are complet-
ed.”

One of the primary benefits 
to the office on North Main 

Niswonger Foundation Settling Into 
New Office Following Renovations
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The Niswonger Foundation is settling into its new offices at 223 N. Main St., following about 18 months of renovation.
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The main stairwell inside the Niswonger Foundation’s new offices 

was one of the elements that had to be rebuilt. The original 

architectural drawings for the home helped guide the process of 

reconstructing elements inside the structure.SEE FOUNDATION, PAGE 7A


