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INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Today — Mostly sunny. High around 81.

Sunday — Mostly sunny. High around 85.

Monday — Chance of rain. High around 88.

Tuesday — Chance of rain. High around 91.

Wednesday — Chance of rain. High around 90.
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NEWS: 
US Inflation Hit A 

New 40-Year High 

Last Month. 7A
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The Town of Greeneville and 
George Clem Multicultural Alli-
ance have announced the enter-
tainment and guest speaker lineup 
for Greeneville’s first annual 
Juneteenth celebration.

The local event will offer free 
festivities for all ages from 3 
to 7 p.m. on June 19, at the 
Big Spring behind the Green-
eville-Greene County Library.

June-
teenth, 
which 
became 
a federal 
holiday 
in 2021, 
commem-
orates 
the June 
19, 1865, 
announce-
ment pro-
claiming 

freedom for enslaved people in 
Texas, the last state of the Confed-
eracy with institutional slavery.

The celebration will begin 
at 3 p.m. with a welcome from 
Greeneville City Administrator 
Todd Smith, and Bill Edmonds 
and Angela Campbell of the 
George Clem Multicultural Associ-
ation.

Headlining entertainment is 
Meloh Soul & The 865 Band, 
who will take the stage at around 
5 p.m. This band from the Knox-
ville area covers a variety of mu-
sical genres including funk, R&B, 
soul and pop favorites, according 
to a press release from the Town 
of Greeneville.

Greeneville native Jay Davis 
will perform just prior to Meloh 
Soul. Davis has been singing since 
age 7 and brings a country/hip-
hop style of music to the stage, 

Details 
Announced 
For June 19 
Juneteenth 
Celebration

Dr. Daryl Carter

BY CICELY BABB
STAFF WRITER

State-funded summer learning 
camps are underway at multiple 
local schools, and two of those 
schools were stops on the Tennes-
see Department of Education’s 
Accelerating TN 2022 tour to 
highlight summer learning op-
portunities.

Education Commissioner 
Dr. Penny Schwinn was joined 
by other state Department of 

Highlighting Summer Learning

State Officials 
Visit Local Camps

SUN PHOTO BY CICELY BABB

EastView teacher Cathy Dickey and her small group of first graders from both EastView and Hal Henard elementary schools visit with Riley, the 

Tennessee Department of Education’s mascot for literacy.

SUN PHOTO BY CICELY BABB

Education Commissioner Dr. Penny Schwinn joins EastView teacher Rachel Milhorn and her small group of 

first graders for a game of geometry bingo.

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

The Tennessee Court of Crim-
inal Appeals this week affirmed 
the trial court’s judgement in the 
case of David Stewart Cowles, Jr., 
a former information technology 
officer with the Greeneville Police 
Department and Greene County 
Sheriff’s Department.

Cowles, 38, entered a guilty plea 
in May 2021 in Greene County 
Criminal Court to theft of proper-
ty valued at $10,000 but less than 
$60,000. Judge John F. Dugger 
Jr. imposed a sentence of split 
confinement, with seven months 
to be served in the Greene County 
Detention Center and the remain-
der of the sentence to be served 
on supervised probation.

On appeal, Cowles argued that 

the trial court abused its discre-
tion in imposing a sentence of 
split confinement and in denying 
a community corrections sen-
tence.

“After review, we affirm the 
judgment of the trial court,” 
Judge Timothy L. Easter wrote on 
behalf of the Appellate panel.

The ruling was published 
Thursday.

Cowles, of Greeneville, was sen-
tenced by Dugger to a four-year 
jail term. The split confinement 
sentence requires serving seven 
months in jail, with the remainder 
of the sentence suspended to be 
served on probation, according to 
court records.

Cowles was also ordered by 
Dugger to pay back more than 
$49,000 in restitution to his 
former employers. Cowles has 

repaid $43,000 as of this week 
and “has $10,000 in money in 
the court which will serve to pay 
the remaining costs,” his lawyer, 
Frank Santore, said Friday.

Santore said an application 
for permission to appeal will be 
filed with the Tennessee Supreme 
Court. The application will be 
filed within 60 days.

The Tennessee Supreme Court 
“would be the court of last resort” 
in the case, Santore said.

“If they grant the application, 
then both sides write briefs and 
argue same,” he said.

Cowles served as system admin-
istrator for the Greeneville Police 
Department and Greene County 
Sheriff’s Department. Cowles left 
the law enforcement IT posi-
tions in September 2018, when 
Wesley Holt became sheriff and 

Tim Ward became Greeneville 
police chief. The offense Cowles 
was convicted of occurred while 
he was still employed by the law 
enforcement agencies.

The Greeneville Police Depart-
ment hired Cowles as a computer 
specialist in 2011. In 2014, Cowles 
also began working for the Greene 
County Sheriff’s Department.

“Between January 2017 and 
August 2018, (Cowles) purchased 
approximately 34 items from Am-
azon with a Greene County credit 
card. Both agencies terminated 
defendant’s employment in 2018,” 
according to the Appellate court.

Holt and Ward searched for the 
Amazon purchases and could not 
locate the items.

“The agencies also became con-
cerned (Cowles) was ‘double-dip-
ping in his employment,’ and 

asked the Tennessee Comptroller 
of the Treasury to perform an 
official investigation,” according 
to the Appellate court.

The investigation revealed that 
Cowles submitted receipts to the 
Greene County accounting office 
that contradicted information 
received from Amazon. Records 
from Amazon showed Cowles 
purchased all of the items on his 
personal account with the county 
credit card.

“(Cowles) modified the Amazon 
invoices to reflect that the items 
were shipped to the agencies 
when they actually shipped to his 
home,” the investigation found.

The Comptroller’s office inves-
tigation revealed that purchases 
included a hot tub, Xbox-related 

Appeals Court Affirms Community Corrections Sentence Denial

SEE JUNETEENTH, PAGE 11A SEE CAMPS, PAGE 11A

SEE COURT, PAGE 11A


