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Obituaries on 8A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Chance of T-storms. Low around 65.

Friday — Chance of T-storms. High around 81.

Saturday — Mostly sunny. High around 82.

Sunday — Chance of T-storms. High around 80.

Monday — Sunny. High around 80.
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BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

A man whose body was found 
Sunday night in the Nolichucky 
River is a drowning victim, 
according to preliminary autopsy 
results.

An autopsy was conducted at 
the William L. Jenkins Forensic 
Center at East Tennessee State 
University in Johnson City.

Sheriff Wesley Holt said 
Wednesday afternoon that an 
identity has not been estab-
lished. Fingerprints were sent to 
the Tennessee Bureau of Investi-
gation lab. It’s also possible the 
body can be identified through 
dental records, Holt said.

While drowning is the appar-
ent cause of death, Holt said foul 
play has not been ruled out by 
investigators.

“I don’t think they’ve ruled 
out foul play yet, but there’s no 
signs of stab wounds or gunshot 
wounds,” Holt said.

The body was was discovered 
about 7:30 p.m. Sunday about a 
mile upriver from the boat ramp 
at Birds Bridge on Old Asheville 
Highway. It had been in the wa-
ter for at least several days and 
possibly up to a week, Holt said.

“We were able to lift some 
fingerprints and send them off to 
the TBI,” he said.

The odor of decomposition 
Sunday night caused a person in 
a boat to approach and locate the 
body, which was caught on a tree 
limb along the riverbank. The 
boater contacted the sheriff’s 
department, which recovered the 
body with assistance from the 
Greeneville Emergency & Rescue 
Squad and other first respond-
ers.

The man was wearing denim 
pants and had no shirt. He car-
ried no identification.

Holt said because of relatively 
low water levels and shoals in 
the river it’s not likely the body 
was carried a long distance by 
the current before it became 
snagged on the tree limb.

No conclusive link to recent 
missing person cases in Greene 
County has been established. Au-
thorities await information that 
leads to positive identification.

Anyone with information 
about the possible identity of 
the man can contact sheriff’s 
Detective Sgt. Jimmy Morgan at 
423-798-1800.

Autopsy Shows 
Man Found  
In River A  

Drowning Victim

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

The Greeneville Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen has several options for allocat-
ing an expected $173,000 in additional 
revenues for the upcoming 2019-20 fiscal 
year.

The board learned of the anticipated 
increase in revenues for the town’s oper-
ations during a budget hearing Tuesday, 
the final one planned in the budgetary 
preparation process.

Presentations were made by the Green-

eville City Schools and several non-profit 
and governmental agencies requesting 
appropriations.

The board will now consider those 
requests along with others presented by 
town departments in previous hearings 
and prioritize what they will fund in the 
next fiscal year.

A first reading of the budget is planned 
at a called meeting on June 11, while the 
second and final reading will be at the 
board’s regularly scheduled meeting on 
June 18.

City Administrator Todd Smith ex-

plained that the proposed budget present-
ed to the aldermen for review contained 
all the current funding levels provided 
in the town’s current operating budget 
minus a one-time allocation made for the 
current fiscal year for the school system to 
purchase security cameras.

Smith said that town department heads 
were asked to make reductions in their 
budgets and requests.

The proposed budget document given to 
the board does not includes a pay increase 
for employees or any additional funding 
for the school system, he added.

CITY SCHOOLS PRESENTATION
The largest request for funding at Tues-

day’s hearing came from Greeneville City 
Schools.

Currently, there is a shortfall of just over 
$191,000 between projected expenditures 
and revenues in the district’s proposed 
general operating budget. Total projected 
revenues are over $28.1 million, with the 
total proposed expenditures adding up to 
over $28.3 million. The school system’s 
current general operating budget is over 

GREENEVILLE BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN

Town Considering School, Agency Allocations For 2019-20

Upgraded Firing Range 
Dedicated
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Rangemaster Terry Cannon cuts the ribbon following a dedication ceremony for the Greene County Range and Firearms Sports Complex on 

Wednesday. The new complex was upgraded from the firing range, which was previously used for law enforcement training. Speakers during 

the dedication noted that the improvements were a collective effort by a number of county and state agencies. Former Greene County Mayor 

Alan Broyles and former Sheriff Steve Burns came up with original idea and a grant awarded the project was written by Cynthia Painter from 

Walters State Community College. The construction was completed under the administrations of former County Mayor David Crum and current 

Mayor Kevin Morrison. The Greene County Highway Department and former Road Superintendent David Weems were also commended for 

their efforts. The Greene County Partnership’s Green Coat Committee coordinated the ribbon cutting following the dedication. The range is 

open to the public noon to 5 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and 10 a.m-5 p.m. on Saturday.

BY MANSI BOEGEMANN
SUN CONTRIBUTOR

In light of National Foster Care 
Month ending Friday, advocates are 
imploring people to open their doors 
a little bit wider and make their 
families a little bit bigger.

“I think one of the most import-
ant things for people to know and 
understand is that many of these 
kids just want to be in a safe, stable, 
loving environment,” said General 
Sessions and Juvenile Court Judge 
Kenneth Bailey Jr. “So many of 
these kids are just looking for a 
home where there is a schedule, 
there is no chaos and there is struc-
ture.”

Bailey said that the number of 
children placed in foster care in 
Greene County jumped from 125 to 
135 in 2018. In Tennessee, the most 
typical reason a child is removed 
from a home is parents’ drug abuse.

According to Bailey, 42 out of 
every 1,000 children born in Greene 
County are addicted to opioids. 
That’s 317 percent higher than the 
state average.

“Any time that I am asked to 
remove a child from their home and 

family it is a tough decision,” said 
Bailey. “However, the idea of using 
methamphetamine and parenting 
children are not two things that 
occur at the same time. The tough-
er cases are when a parent has a 
limited education. Even though they 
may be trying hard, they just can’t 
provide a good, safe home for the 
child.”

Other reasons for removing a child 
include physical or sexual abuse and 
neglect of basic necessities — food, 
water and livable residence.

One Greeneville family began their 
fostering journey in 2011 by taking a 
foster parent training course, called 
PATH. They housed 11 children over 
the course of five years, resulting 
in the adoption of two children in 
March 2017. The Greeneville Sun 
is not identifying her in order to 
protect the confidentiality of her 
children.

“The experience we have had has 
mostly been parents who have been 
drug users,” she said. “Several of 
the birth parents of the children we 
fostered were also in the foster care 
system as children, so I do not think 

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH

Advocates: Need For Forster Parents Growing
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A child plays with toys provided by Isaiah 117 House in 

Carter County.

SEE TOWN, PAGE 9A
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