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Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Storms possible, fog. Low around 66.

Thursday — Fog, then mostly sunny. High around 86.

Friday — Chance for storms. High around 82.

Saturday — Mostly sunny. High around 86.

Sunday — Mostly sunny. High around 86.

OPINION ..............2A
LOCAL .................3A
EDUCATION .........4A
LOCAL .................5A

STATE ..................8A
SPORTS .............. 1B
AGRICULTURE ..... 6B
COMICS ............. 7B

VOL. 141, NO. 188 | GREENEVILLE, TENNESSEE WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2019 3 SECTIONS | $1

www.greenevil lesun.com

SPORTS: 
Reds Fall  

In Extra  

Innings. 1B

ACCENT: 
Put More ‘School’  

In Your ’Back  

To School.’ 
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BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

The Town of Greeneville will seek 
legal counsel in its bid to obtain 
$2.84 million officials believe 
Greene County should share with the 
city school system.

On Tuesday, the Greeneville Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen approved a 
motion to authorize the city admin-
istrator to retain legal counsel to 
obtain the money.

The move is another step in 
response to a 16-cent increase in the 
county property tax rate for those 
who own land inside the Greeneville 
corporate limit.

In June, the Greene County 
Commission approved a single tax 
rate of $2.0145 per $100 of assessed 
value for the next fiscal year for 
both property inside and outside the 
Greeneville corporate limits.

GREENEVILLE BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN

Town-County Feud Over Property Tax Escalates
Greeneville Will Seek Legal Counsel
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Mayor W.T. Daniels, left, 

and Alderman Buddy Hawk 

listen to discussion of issues 

related to the single county 

property tax rate for resi-

dents inside and outside 

the town’s corporate limits 

during Tuesday’s Board of 

Mayor and Aldermen meet-

ing. The board voted to seek 

legal counsel to obtain what 

town officials believe is the 

Greeneville School System’s 

share of education debt 

service funding according to 

state law.

BY KIMBERLEE KRUESI  
AND JONATHAN MATTISE 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Former 
House Speaker Glen Casada’s final mo-
ments as an embattled legislative leader 
were spent appointing members to 
Tennessee’s high-profile sports betting 
council.

Casada stepped aside as the 
GOP-controlled House leader last Fri-
day following a long series of scandals 
involving explicit text messages about 
women. The weeks building up to his 
resignation were spent mostly out of 
public view, with Casada avoiding legis-
lative meetings and reporters.

However, after helping back legisla-
tion legalizing sports betting in Tennes-
see during this year’s legislative session, 
Casada appointed two members on 
Aug. 1 to the newly enacted council 
tasked with overseeing mobile and 
interactive sports gambling for people 
21 and older. The appointments were 
made without publicity and Casada 
resigned the following day.

Casada selected Knoxville attorney 
John Valliant Jr. to a three-year term 
and lobbyist Thomas Lee to a four-year 
term.

“I am confident that you will perform 
the duties of the office with the high 
standard of professionalism, dedica-
tion, and integrity and the citizens of 
Tennessee deserve and expect of their 
public servants,” Casada wrote about 
both men.

Under the law, the council is sup-
posed to be composed of nine mem-
bers, with three people appointed by 
the governor, three by the speaker of 
the Senate and three by the speaker of 
the House. There’s still no indication 
of when the first sports wagers will be 

HOUSE SPEAKER  

CONTROVERSY

Embattled  
Ex-Speaker Named 
Members To Sports 

Betting Council
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House Speaker Glen Casada, R-Franklin, 

bangs the gavel on the opening day of 

the 111th General Assembly in January 

in Nashville.

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

The court-ordered release 
of a major database detail-
ing the staggering quantity 
of opioid pills distributed by 
pharmaceutical companies 
in Northeast Tennessee 
lends weight to allegations 
in the ongoing series of 
pending “Baby Doe” law-
suits naming manufacturers 
of the addictive drugs.

A restriction on pub-
lication of data from the 
Automation of Reports and 
Consolidated Orders Sys-
tem, known as ARCOS, was 
lifted in July by Ohio-based 
U.S. District Judge Dan A. 
Polster, in connection with 
multi-district lawsuits such 
as the one filed in 2017 by 
prosecutors in the 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd judicial districts.

Plaintiffs in the litigation 
include District Attorney 
General Dan E. Armstrong 
of the 3rd Judicial District, 
which includes Greene 

OPIOID EPIDEMIC

30 Million Pills Distributed In GC In 2006-2012

GRAPHIC INFORMATION SOURCED BY THE WASHINGTON POST

Data recently unsealed by a U.S. District Court highlights the number of prescription pain pills distributed 

in Northeast Tennessee counties from 2006-2012. In Greene County, 30.6 million pills were distributed 

by pharmaceutical companies.

Back In Class
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Wednesday is the first full day of class for Greene County students. Ready to begin at DeBusk Elementary School Wednesday morning 

were, from left: Addison Compton, seventh grade; Haylee Bird, fifth grade; Jacob Bird, first grade; Colton Fillers, fifth grade.

SEE PILLS, PAGE 5A SEE CASADA, PAGE 7A
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