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INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Today — Showers. High around 58.

Sunday — Showers. High around 70.

Monday — Sunny. High around 75.

Tuesday — Mostly sunny. High around 73.

Wednesday — Chance of showers. High around 69.
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We can safely transport 
your antique vehicle.

Citing low participation and the recent 
death of Mosheim’s Meals on Wheels 
program coordinator, the town’s Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen voted Thursday 
evening to end it.

Mayor Tommy Gregg shared a memo 
from the town about the Oct. 15 passing 

of Beverly Myers, the town’s meal site 
coordinator.

“Beverly enjoyed the time spent with the 
congregants at town hall and was always 
smiling and laughing with everyone. She 
will be missed a great deal by her fellow 
employees,” the memo said.

Myers’ death meant that the town must 
either find a replacement or terminate 
the program. Gregg shared statistics from 
First Tennessee Human Resource Agency 
on Mosheim’s Meals on Wheels participa-
tion statistics, which had barely met the 
state’s requirement for funding, an average 

of 10 meals served per day.
Although all board members indi-

cated agreement that the program is 
valuable and necessary, they decided to 
terminate the program due to dwindling 

Mosheim Closes Meals On Wheels Site

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Two programs at the Greene 
Technology Center are among the 
first in the state to earn Tennessee 
Pathways Certification.

The welding and machine tool 
technology offerings have been 
awarded Certified Tennessee 
Pathways status through the state 
Department of Education pro-
gram, among the first to earn that 
designation, GTC Principal Randy 
Wells told the Joint Board of Edu-
cation Thursday.

The programs will be recognized 
in early November at a conference 
in Nashville, Wells said.

According to the Department of 
Education, the certification “is a 
school-level distinction that rec-
ognizes high school pathways with 
a defined labor market need, a 
progression of high school course-
work that includes postsecondary 
opportunities and a series of work-
based learning experiences with at 
least one employer partner.”

Assistant Principal Marsha 
Hybarger and Guidance Counselor 
Kim Gass were diligent in collect-
ing information and the documen-
tation needed in applying for the 
certified status, he said.

Wells also reported that the 
Technology Center has been 

Technology Center 
Earns Tennessee 

Pathways 
Certification

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

J
im Fleming recently parted with 
artifacts from one of the most visu-
ally stunning disasters of the 20th 
century — the fiery destruction of 

the German airship Hindenburg.
Fleming ventured to Las Vegas in 2018 

and sold the articles on the popular television 
reality show “Pawn Stars.”

As the Zeppelin completed a cross-oceanic 
flight and prepared to anchor under stormy 
skies on May 6, 1937, in Lakehurst, New Jer-
sey, it burst into flames. The hydrogen-filled, 
lighter-than-air craft was enveloped in a 
sheet of flames and crashed to the ground, re-
sulting in 36 fatalities among the 97 travelers 
aboard.

James Fleming, father of Jim, was serving 
in the Navy and stationed at the Philadelphia 
Navy Yard. He was among those ordered to 
the scene for crowd control, his son said this 
week in an interview.

“He kept the public away from the scene. 
Before he left, I’m sure several (Navy men) 
picked up souvenirs of some sort.”

Fleming, who is a manager of Habitat 
for Humanity store in Greeneville, enjoyed 
appearing on “Pawn Stars.” He detailed his 
experience, and how the Hindenburg wreck-
age came to be part of his family’s personal 
history.

“He just happened to pick up some of the 

cloth and struts and metal pieces,” Fleming 
said of his father, then a young man in his 
early 20s.

The next day James Fleming sent a 

Western Union telegram to his mother in 
Georgia describing what he saw.

Historic Opportunity
Local Man Sells  

Hindenburg Artifacts On 
‘Pawn Stars’ TV Show

SUN PHOTO BY KEN LITTLE

Jim Fleming of Greeneville recently appeared on the popular A&E Networks television show “Pawn 

Stars,” where he sold artifacts from the 1937 Hindenburg airship disaster. Fleming points to a 

photo of the framed remnants, now for sale by the owners of the Las Vegas pawn shop.

P
icture yourself 
living in a rural 
community that 
has only one good 

access route: a road that 
extends over a bridge 
across a wide creek.

It’s during the first half 
of the 20th century, on 

Halloween. You’ve been 
in town all day and are 
eager to get back to your 
home and family. As you 
begin to come into view of 
the bridge you must cross 
to get there, you see a 
flickering light and smoke 
rising into the evening 
dusk.

“They’ve done it again,” 
you whisper to your-
self behind the steering 
wheel. “Those durn boys 
have built a fire on the 
bridge again, the worth-
less good-for-nothings!” 
You recall that last year, 
at least, they had settled 
for merely blocking the 
bridge with a log. That 
was annoying enough, 
but at least a log could be 
pushed out of the way. A 
huge bonfire is a different 
situation altogether.

From what I heard 
old-timers say in my 
childhood years, that 
bridge bonfire scenario 
used to happen fairly 
commonly at a bridge 
connecting a communi-
ty called Poplar Grove 
with the rest of my home 
county of Putnam. My dad 
preached at the Poplar 
Grove Baptist Church 
during the 1960s, and 
some of the older men 
always stood out in the 
church parking lot, smok-
ing cigarettes and talking 
before it was time for the 
service to start. In the 
fall, sometimes one or two 
might mention that par-
ticular Halloween prank, 
a memory from decades 
before.

Google Street View 
shows me that the old 

bridge that was still there 
when I was a kid has been 
replaced by a much wider, 
modern two-lane span, so 
that particular prank is 
less likely to occur today 
at that location. Also, 
I’m pretty sure that such 
an act would generate a 
harsher law enforcement 
response these days than 
it would have back in 
more easy-going years 
when Halloween tom-
foolery was customary, 
expected and usually 
shrugged off and forgot-
ten.

It’s a pretty safe bet that 
Halloween bridge-block-
ing wasn’t limited to that 
one Middle Tennessee 
location. It probably hap-
pened all over America.

Earlier Halloweens Had More Tricks Than Treats
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Unidentified Greeneville children demonstrate costumes, 

in 1957, that combined both then-modern and old-time 

“spooky” spirit.
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