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Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — T-storms possible, fog. Low around 67.

Tuesday — T-storms possible, fog. High around 83.

Wednesday — Rain showers. High around 80.

Thursday — T-storms possible, fog. High around 84.

Friday — T-storms possible. High around 87.
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BY ZEKE MILLER, JAMES LAPORTA 
AND DEB RIECHMANN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Don-
ald Trump has denied he was made aware 
of U.S. intelligence officials’ conclusions 
Russia secretly offered bounties to Tali-
ban-linked militants for killing American 
troops in Afghanistan. The Trump admin-
istration was set to brief select members of 
Congress on the matter Monday.

The intelligence assessments came 
amid Trump’s push to withdraw the U.S. 
from Afghanistan and suggested Russia 
was making overtures to militants as the 
U.S. and the Taliban held talks to end the 
long-running war. The assessment was 
first reported by The New York Times, 
then confirmed to The Associated Press 
by American intelligence officials and two 
others with knowledge of the matter.

While Russian meddling in Afghanistan 
isn’t a new phenomenon for seasoned U.S. 
intelligence officials and military com-
mandos, officials said Russian operatives 
became more aggressive in their desire to 
contract with the Taliban and members 
of the Haqqani Network, a militant group 
aligned with the Taliban in Afghanistan 
and designated a foreign terrorist organi-
zation in 2012. Russian operatives are said 
to have met with Taliban leaders in Doha, 
Qatar, and Afghanistan; however, it’s 
unknown if the meetings were to discuss 
bounties.

The officials the AP spoke to said the in-
telligence community has been investigat-
ing an April 2019 attack on an American 
convoy that killed three U.S. Marines after 
a car rigged with explosives detonated near 
their armored vehicles as they traveled 

Trump Denies Briefing About Reported Bounties On US Troops
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COVID-19 cases in Greene 
County increased over the week-
end, but it wasn’t clear by how 
many Monday morning as the 
state did not update the numbers 
on Sunday.

Meanwhile the state on Satur-
day revised downward the num-
ber of deaths in Greene County 
attributed to the virus. According 
to the daily report issued Saturday 
by the Tennessee Department 
of Health, Greene County has 
two deaths related to the virus. 
On Friday, the state agency had 
reported three deaths, an increase 
of one.

It was not clear Saturday what 
contributed to the discrepancy.

According to the state Health 
Department’s report issued Satur-
day, Greene County had 74 cases 
of the novel coronavirus since the 
pandemic began. Of those, 18 case 
were listed as active.

Those numbers were up from a 
total of 68 cases, with 12 active, 
reported Friday by the state 
agency.

The state Health Department 
did not release updated numbers 
Sunday due to what the agency 
called on its website “an un-
planned shutdown of the state 
surveillance system.”

These technical issues may 
cause a delay in local pub-
lic health officials contacting 
people recently diagnosed with 
COVID-19, the agency said.
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T
he Volunteer State 
Auto Show has drawn 
auto enthusiasts near 
and far to the tri-cities 

area since the early 1960s, and 
the 30th edition of the event 
Saturday at Hardin Park was no 
different.

Despite cloudy skies and 
scattered rain showers for 
the second year in a row, club 
members and visitors were 
happy for the opportunity to 
get out, socialize and see some 
classic autos and customized 
hot rods in the midst of a chal-
lenging time.

“People might not want to 
bring their nice cars out in 
the rain, “ said Paul Evans, 
vice-president of the club and 
owner of a black 1940 Ford 
Coupe, which he brought on 
Saturday. “With the rain, it has 
been a good turnout.”

Lynn Castle came from 
Boone, North Carolina, in 
his 1962 Corvette with a fuel 
injected motor, which won 
a door prize at the show, for 
about the 40th year in a row, he 
estimated.

“I started going when they 
had it in a warehouse in John-
son City,” Castle said. Castle 
also recalled the show previous-
ly taking place downtown on 

Depot Street before the show 
took its current form it has 
maintained for 30 years.

“It’s been a fun trip,” Castle 
said.

Castle said bought the car a 
little over 44 years ago after 
searching for some time.

“When I bought this thing I 
could buy the parts I needed 
for it at the hardware and auto 
parts store,” Castle said.

In addition to the original 
parts, the fuel-injected motor 
in the car is part of what makes 
it so special, adding about 
$50,000 to the value, Castle 
explained.

Rather than keep it covered 
and locked away in a garage in 

a bid to ensure the value is pre-
served, Castle said he prefers to 
drive and enjoy his car.

“The good Lord was good 
enough to let me have it,” Castle 
said. “I don’t worship it, but it’s 
a fun little car.”

Jenny Briggs also came 
from North Carolina with her 
husband in a 1957 Ford Country 
Squire station wagon. Briggs 
enjoyed visiting with friends 
Judy Williams and Tammy 
Lane, and the women said at-
tending car shows together with 
their husbands is something 
they often look forward to.

“It’s good to be outside,” Lane 

Volunteer State Car Club Auto Show 
Draws Visitors Despite Cloudy Skies
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Megan Cox sits amongst some of the antiques her dad David Cox brought to sell at the Volunteer State Auto Show as the family’s dog Olive 

sits inside the 1970 Volkswagen bus they brought to the show.
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