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Obituaries on 6A

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Chance for rain, fog. Low around 60.

Saturday — Fog, mostly sunny. High around 79.

Sunday — Partly sunny. High around 79.

Monday — Chance for rain showers. High around 79.

Tuesday — Chance for rain showers. High around 71.
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Titans Have Had 
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BY CICELY BABB
STAFF WRITER

Many teachers in the 
Greene County School 
System are working hard 
and feeling defeated by an 
increased and expanded 
workload, Greene County 
Education Association 
(GCEA) President Rhonda 
Lankford told the Greene 
County School Board 

Thursday evening.
Lankford, a special edu-

cation teacher at Chuckey 
Doak High School, was 
accompanied by Chuckey 
Doak High School Spanish 
teacher Hillary Buckner, 
also with GCEA.

Lankford began her pre-
sentation to the board with 
a letter, written by another 
teacher, Lankford said 
would provide insight into 

teachers’ experience with 
teaching this year.

The teacher, identified 
only as a level 5 teacher 
in the district, wrote that 
teachers are struggling to 
balance additional duties 
to act as a nurse and a 
custodian with teaching 
in-person and virtually, 
Lankford said.

“I am at a loss because 
I don’t have the capacity 

to be the teacher I need 
to be, simply because it’s 
impossible,” Lankford said 
the teacher wrote.

Buckner told the board 
that teachers’ work days 
start early and do not end 
until late at night because 
there is not enough time 
to plan and provide equal 
attention and support to 
online students as well as 
those coming to school in 

person.
“I personally have a 

whole class worth of 
students that are at home 
that I have to give the exact 
amount of attention to that 
I give to those in front of 
me,” Buckner said.

While the switch to full-
time in-person instruction 
beginning Monday will 
eliminate the need for 
many teachers to continue 

juggling both in-person 
and virtual instruction, 
Buckner also expressed 
concerns related to the 
switch, saying that students 
have not yet acclimated to 
the AA/BB hybrid schedule 
the district has been oper-
ating on since Sept. 10.

“What I’m seeing in my 
own classroom is a reduced 

County Teachers Express Concern, Frustration Amid Pandemic

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Four more deaths from 
the coronavirus and 11 new 
cases were reported Thurs-
day for Greene County, 
while the number of active 
cases declined.

The county now has 
had 43 residents die from 
COVID-19, according to 
Thursday’s daily update 
from the Tennessee De-
partment of Health. That 
count is up four from what 

was reported on Wednes-
day, when two new deaths 
were recorded.

In September, 27 people 
have died from the virus in 
the county. The four new 
local deaths were among 
the 35 reported statewide 
on Thursday. In Tennessee, 
2,310 people have died 
from the virus.

Eleven new COVID-19 
cases were reported in 
Greene County in Thurs-
day’s report from the state, 
bringing the total of people 

locally who have had the 
virus to 1,129.

The active cases in the 
county on Thursday totaled 
87, down seven from 
Wednesday, according to 
the state report.

Fourteen more people 
were added to the inactive/
recovered category on 
Thursday. That number 
locally now totals 999 and 
is defined by the state as 
people who are either 14 
days beyond the onset of 
symptoms or their testing 

date if asymptomatic.
Greene County has the 

fifth highest number of 
active cases in the North-
east Tennessee region. 
Washington County has the 
most with 232 active cases, 
Sullivan County has 163, 
Hamblen totals 114 and 
Johnson County has one 
more than Greene with 88.

Three other counties in 
the region had double digit 
increases in new cases on 
Thursday. Sullivan had 
28, Johnson had 13, and 

Hamblen had 12, according 
to the state report.

Greene County has has 
averaged 12.1 new cases 
for the 14-day period of 
Sept. 10-23, slightly less 
than the 13.6 average in the 
preceding 14-day period 
stretching back to August, 
state Health Department 
data indicates.

One new local hospital-
ization was reported for 
Greene County in Thurs-
day’s state report. A total 
of 78 people have required 

hospital care due to the 
virus since the pandemic 
began.

Currently, 72 people are 
hospitalized with the coro-
navirus in Ballad Health 
facilities in the region, 
according to Thursday’s 
daily COVID-19 scorecard 
from the health system. 
Six individuals are hos-
pitalized with symptoms, 
but still awaiting test 
results. Twelve of those 

Four Additional COVID-19 Deaths Recorded Locally

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Individuals who want to register to 
vote in the November election have 
about 10 more days to do so.

The deadline for voter registration 
for the Nov. 3 federal, state and City 
of Tusculum municipal election is Oct. 
5. People may register to vote online, 
by mail or in person at the Greene 
County Election Commission at 311 
CCU Blvd., Suite #1.

Individuals who mail their voter 
registration application must have 
it postmarked on or before Oct. 5, 
according to the deadlines set by the 
Tennessee Secretary of State.

To be eligible to vote, an individual 
must be a citizen of the United States, 
a resident of Tennessee and be 18 
years of age or older on or before the 
date of the next election.

The eligibility of a person who has 
been convicted of a felony depends 
on the crime and date of conviction, 
according to state law. If the convic-
tion made an individual ineligible, 
that person may regain eligibility if 
the conviction has been expunged or if 
voting rights were restored, unless the 
conviction was for a crime that makes 
the person permanently ineligible to 
vote.

An application available at the 
GoVoteTN.gov website can be printed 
and the completed form sent by mail. 
Voter registration applications can 
also be picked up at the Election Com-
mission Office as well as the Greene 
County Clerk’s Office, the Green-
eville-Greene County Public Library 
and the Register of Deeds office.

People can also register to vote 
during a transaction with the Ten-
nessee Department of Health (WIC 
program), Department of Human 
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T
he crew of USS Greeneville 
recently received masks as 
a gift from USS Greeneville 
Inc. and Greene County.

“The masks are certainly appre-
ciated in the new era where they 
have become a necessary accessory 
to help protect us all,” Stephanie 
Render, the wife of Chief of the 
Boat Jonathan Render, said in an 
emailed statement.

The sailors aboard USS Green-
eville recently completed a success-
ful deployment. Upon their return 
they received the masks to help 
support their transition into shore 
life.

“The masks are representative 
of the great pride we all share for 
772,” Render said in the emailed 

A Gift From ‘Home’

USS Greeneville Crew Receives Masks  

From USS Greeneville Inc.

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE SUN

Members of the USS Greeneville Crew wear face masks sent to them by USS 

Greeneville Inc., a local nonprofit organization, serves as the link between the 

community and its namesake submarine, which is based in Hawaii.

 

A crew 

member 

displays 

his pride 

with 

a USS 

Green-

eville 

face 

mask 

provided 

by Green-

eville 

Inc.
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