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INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Tonight — Partly cloudy. Low around 26.

Thursday — Sunny. High around 51.

Friday — Chance for rain, snow. High around 45.

Saturday — Chance for rain, snow. High around 36.

Sunday — Partly sunny. High around 39.
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BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

Greene County has two 
additional COVID-19 deaths 
and 69 new cases of the 
virus.

The two deaths and 
new cases were reported 
Tuesday as part of the daily 
coronavirus update from 
the Tennessee Department 
of Health.

The deaths bring the total 
number of people in the 

county who have died from 
the virus to 105 since the 
pandemic began. With the 
new cases, 6,391 people in 
Greene County have con-
tracted the virus since last 
March.

Individuals with active 
cases of the virus locally 
now total 836, according 
to Tuesday’s report. Since 
March, 5,450 people are 
now defined as having inac-
tive cases — either 14 days 
past a positive test or onset 

of symptoms without being 
hospitalized.

Greene County had the 
highest number of new cas-
es in the 10-county region 
in Northeast Tennessee on 
Tuesday. Sullivan County 
had 62 new cases while 
Washington County had 52 
on Tuesday, according to 
the state data.

The new cases for all 10 
counties totaled 344. Across 
Tennessee, 3,478 new cases 
were reported on Tuesday. 

Since last March, 660,874 
people have contracted the 
virus in the state.

The two local deaths were 
among the 16 reported for 
the region Tuesday. State-
wide, 146 new deaths were 
reported from the virus, 
bringing the pandemic total 
to 8,011.

NURSING HOME CASES

State data also indicates 
another local long-term 

facility has now had cases 
of COVID-19. Twenty-one 
of the 56 residents at 
Durham-Hensley Health 
and Rehabilitation Center 
in Chuckey have tested pos-
itive for the virus, according 
to data from the Tennessee 
Department of Health. Two 
residents have died from 
the virus, the data indicates, 
and nine employees have 
contracted the virus. The 
last positive test for either 
a resident or staff member 

was recorded Jan. 2.
In the latest update about 

long-term care facilities, the 
state data indicates that Life 
Care Center of Greeneville 
has three residents and one 
employee who have tested 
positive for the virus in the 
past 30 days, and Signature 
Healthcare of Greeneville 
has two residents and seven 
employees who have tested 
positive for the virus in that 

Two COVID-19 Deaths Reported Tuesday For County

BY JILL COLVIN AND  
ZEKE MILLER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ALAMO, Texas (AP) — Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Tuesday 
took no responsibility for his part 
in fomenting a violent insurrec-
tion at the U.S. Capitol last week, 
despite his comments encourag-
ing supporters to march on the 
Capitol and praise for them while 
they were still carrying out the 
assault.

“People thought that what I said 
was totally appropriate,” Trump 
said.

He made the comments during 
his first appearance in public 
since the Capitol siege, which 
came as lawmakers were tallying 
Electoral College votes affirming 
President-elect Joe Biden’s vic-
tory. Trump arrived in Texas on 
Tuesday to trumpet his campaign 
against illegal immigration in 
an attempt to burnish his legacy 
with eight days remaining in his 
term, as lawmakers in Congress 
appeared set to impeach him this 
week for the second time.

In Alamo, Texas, a city in 
the Rio Grande Valley near the 
U.S.-Mexican border — the site of 
the 450th mile of the border wall 
his administration is building, 
Trump brushed off Democratic 
calls on his Cabinet to declare 
him unfit from office and remove 
him from power using the 25th 
Amendment.

“The 25th Amendment is of zero 
risk to me, but will come back to 
haunt Joe Biden and the Biden 
administration,” Trump said. “As 
the expression goes, be careful of 
what you wish for.”

The rampage through the halls 
of Congress sent lawmakers of 
both parties and Trump’s own 
vice president into hiding, as 
crowds called for Mike Pence’s 
lynching for his role overseeing 
the vote count. The scene also 
undermined the hallmark of the 
republic — the peaceful transi-
tion of power. At least five people 
died, including one Capitol Police 

Trump:  
Remarks Before 

Riot ‘Totally  
Appropriate’

BY EUGENIA ESTES
STAFF WRITER

A request to rezone property 
on Whitehouse Road to permit 
the most varied type of land 
uses did not obtain the recom-
mendation of the Greeneville 
Regional Planning Commission 
on Tuesday.

Although the planning 
commission voted against 
recommending the change, the 

rezoning can still be considered 
for approval by the Greene 
County Commission, which has 
the final say in such requests for 
properties within the county. 
The request is for rezoning the 
property from A-1 agricultural 
use to M-2 heavy impact use.

While the property is not 
within the Greeneville corporate 
limits, it is within the town’s ur-
ban growth boundary. State reg-
ulations require that a rezoning 

request within a municipality’s 
urban growth boundary be con-
sidered for a recommendation 
by the planning commission 
of that town or city, with that 
advisory recommendation for-
warded to the legislative body to 
make the final decision, in this 
case, the County Commission.

In looking at the request 
for the property, located near 
the northwestern end of the 
Greeneville Municipal Airport 

and using the town’s regulations 
as a guideline, the Planning and 
Building Department would 
not recommend the rezoning 
request due to three reasons, 
said Planning Director Randy 
Davenport.

First, a proposed use for the 
property has not been identified, 
which is typically included with 
a rezoning request, he said.

Requested Rezoning Rejected By Planning Commission

BY JONATHAN MATTISE  
AND KIMBERLEE KRUESI
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE (AP) — Tennes-
see lawmakers gathered to start 
their annual session Tuesday in 
Nashville amid a pandemic and 
an FBI probe that drew searches 
of multiple legislative offices by 

federal agents last week.
Tennessee’s legislative session 

is likely to stretch for several 
months, with a special session 
called by Republican Gov. Bill 
Lee on tap starting Jan. 19 to 
address education challenges 
that have popped up amid the 
virus outbreak.

“We have seen dark clouds all 

across our country,” said House 
Speaker Cameron Sexton, who 
was unanimously voted as the 
top legislative leader for a sec-
ond two-year term. “Tennessee 
must continue to be the example 
of how to work together in these 
challenging times. What will you 
do with your time?”

The Republican supermajority 

General Assembly is also likely 
to consider some proposals that 
were paused last year due to 
COVID-19, including a permit-
less handgun carry bill backed 
by Lee.

However, one of the first 
things on the Legislature’s 

Tennessee Lawmakers Return For 

2021 Legislative Session
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Members of the Tennessee House of Representatives are sworn in on the first day of the legislative session Tuesday in Nashville. Tennessee 

lawmakers gathered to start their annual session amid a pandemic and an FBI probe that drew searches of multiple legislative offices by 

federal agents last week.
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