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INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE

Today — Showers likely. High around 78.

Sunday — Chance T-storms. High around 80.

Monday — Chance T-storms. High around 78.

Tuesday — Sunny. High around 78.

Wednesday — Mostly sunny. High around 82.
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BY SPENCER MORRELL
STAFF WRITER

Greene County voter turnout in 
the May 3 County primary elec-
tions was the lowest it has been in 
20 years.

Only 9,284 Greene Countians 
cast ballots in the primary races 
out of 42,479 registered voters in 
the county.

That is about a 22% registered 
voter turnout.

According to data provided by 
the Greene County Election Com-
mission office, 2002 was the last 
time voter turnout was lower for a 
primary election.

While the percentage of regis-
tered voters turning out to vote in 
Greene County primaries was still 
low in the 20 years since 2002, 
more than 10,000 ballots were 
cast in each of the primary elec-
tions including 2006, 2010, 2014 
and 2018.

Tennessee holds open primaries, 
which means a voter chooses to 
declare his or her affiliation with 
the party at the polls on primary 
election day in order to vote in 
that party’s primary. A voter can 
choose to vote in either primary on 
election day.

According to census data, more 
than 70,000 people live in Greene 
County, with more than 42,000 
residents being registered voters.

However, out of those thou-
sands of people, a little over 9,000 
Greene County citizens decided 
the future of local government 
for the next four years except 
for a handful of Greene County 
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Be Greater For Local Government

BY CICELY BABB
STAFF WRITER

Greeneville and Greene 
County’s annual Field Day 
athletics event for students in 
grades 1-8 returned Friday on 
Tusculum University’s campus 
after a two-year hiatus due to 
COVID-19.

Friday’s events were dedicat-
ed to the late basketball and 
soccer coach William “Bill” 
Lorch, a beloved longtime 
physical education teacher 
at Hal Henard Elementary 
School who later coached boys 
basketball at Greeneville High 
School and started the school’s 
soccer program. A press re-
lease from the Exchange Club, 
which sponsors Field Day 

each year, said Lorch inspired 
the Championship Division 
in Field Day for special needs 
students. Lorch passed away 
in 2021 at the age of 79.

Students competing on 
Friday said they gave it their 
all and had fun cheering each 
other on.

“It was hard, but I tried 
my best,” said Nolachuckey 
Elementary School fifth-grad-
er Helen King, who won first 
place in her division in the 
running broad jump.

She said she was proud of 
her accomplishment.

“Even though I didn’t do 
my best, it was still fun,” 
said Emmy Dotson, a sev-
enth-grader at North Greene 
Middle School.

Madalyn Livingston, a 
South Greene Middle School 
sixth-grader said she was 
nervous to compete, but she 
placed second.

“That was nerve-wracking,” 
she said after her jump.

According to the release 
from the Exchange Club, Field 
Day initially included sawing 
logs. Events turned more to-
ward track and field competi-
tion before track and field was 
introduced at the high school 
level, and when it was, other 
events were added to Field 
Day to give it its “present-day 
form of fun competition.”

Field Day includes all 17 area 
schools, and students compete 

Having A Field Day

Exchange Club Event Returns For 63rd Year In Honor Of Late Coach
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Victoria Ramsay, a seventh-grade student at West Greene Middle School, competes in the running broad jump. She placed third.

William “Bill” Lorch

BY TRAVIS LOLLER 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE (AP) — A former 
Tennessee nurse whose med-
ication error killed a patient 
was sentenced to three years of 
probation Friday as hundreds of 
health care workers rallied out-
side the courthouse, warning that 
criminalizing such mistakes will 
lead to more deaths in hospitals.

A state judge imposed the sen-
tence on RaDonda Vaught after 
she apologized to relatives of the 
victim, Charlene Murphey, and 
said she’ll be forever haunted by 
her mistake. Vaught was found 
guilty in March of criminally 
negligent homicide and gross 
neglect of an impaired adult after 

she accidentally administered the 
wrong medication.

Nashville Criminal Court Judge 
Jennifer Smith said Vaught 
would receive judicial diversion, 
a way for first-time offenders to 
have their charges dropped and 
their records expunged after suc-
cessfully completing probation. 
Prosecutors had argued against 
diversion, although they were not 
opposed to probation.

The crowd of nurses outside 
protesting cheered, cried and 
hugged after hearing the sen-
tence. The relief came after the 
health care workers spent hours 
in the sun and clung to every 
word of the judge’s lengthy sen-
tencing explanation, some linked 
in a chain with hands locked.

The fact that Vaught, 38, faced 
any criminal penalties at all has 
become a rallying point for many 
nurses who were already fed up 
with poor working conditions 
exacerbated by the pandemic. 
The crowd outside listened to 
the hearing through loudspeak-
ers and cheered when some of 
the victim’s relatives said they 
wouldn’t want jail time for 
Vaught.

“Knowing my mom, the way 
my mom was and stuff, she 
wouldn’t want to see her serve no 
jail time. That’s just Mom. Mom 
was a very forgiving person,” 
Michael Murphey told the court. 
Charlene Murphey’s husband, 

Ex-Nurse Sentenced To Probation In Patient Medication Death
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RaDonda Vaught listens to proceedings during her sentencing in Nash-

ville on Friday.SEE NURSE, PAGE 13A

SEE VOTER, PAGE 13ASEE FIELD, PAGE 13A


